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115 
219 
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249 

56 
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111 
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217 
238 

56 

49,  101 
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81 
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49 
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p  B 
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m  a 

.. 

153 

C'lawaunack 

,  m 

142 

Click-la-hou-to 
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Synopsis  of  Evidence  relating  to  certain  Subjects  contained  in  the 
Affidavits  and  Statements  annexed. 


I.  Table  showing  experience  in  pelagic  sealing  of  those  giving  evidence  on  this  subject. 

II.  Table  showing  actual  numbers  of  seals  taken  by  pelagic  sealers  compared  with  those  lost  by  sinking, 
and  resulting  loss  per  cent. 

III.  Statements  respecting  number  of  seals  lost  by  sinking  before  recovery  when  killed  at  sea. 

IV.  Statements  respecting  the   number  of  seals  which  may   escape  capture   after  being   wounded  by 

hunters  at  sea. 

V.  Statements  respecting  the  composition  of  the  catch   made  by  various  pelagic  sealers,  in  relation  to 
the  proportionate  number  of  males  and  females,  &c. 

VI.  Statements  relating  to  the  taking  of  female  seals  in  milk. 

VII.  Statements  particularly  bearing  on  the  intermingling  of  fur-seals  in  all  parts  of  the  North  Pacific. 

VIII.   Statements  showing  the  occurrence   of  fur-seals  to   the  south  of  the   Aleutian  Islands  during  the 
summer  months. 

IX.  Statements  relating  to  the  abundance  or  otherwise  of  fur-seals  at  sea  in  late  years. 

X.  Statements  relating  to  coition  of  fur-seals  at  sea. 

XI.  Statements  respecting  the  resort  of  fur-seals  to  new  breeding-places  from  time  to  time. 

XII.  Statements  of  sealers   relating  to  comparison  between  seals  obtained  on  the  American  and  Asiatic 
sides  of  the  North  Pacific. 

XIIT.  Statements  of  sealers  respecting  the  possibility  of  distinguishing  the  sex  of  seals  by  appearance 
of  skins. 

XIV.  References  to  distribution  of  seals  of  different  sexes  and  ages  at  sea. 

XV.  Statements  relating  to  raids  made  upon  the  Pribyloff  Islands. 

XVI.  Reference  of  affidavits  relating  to  the  absence  of  sealina-vessels  from  Behring  Sea  in  1892. 
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I. — Tahlc  showing  Experience  in  Pelagic  Sealing  of  those  giving  Evidence 

(Indians  not  included). 


Number  of 

Page  of 
Appendix. 

Name. 

Years' 

Capacity  in  which  Experience  gained. 

Experience. 

Algar,  1 

2 

Master   .. 

115 

Baker,                    li     .. 

5 

i  years  master  and  hunter;   1  year  master 

74 

Heckle                    i'!i  J. 

2 

Boat-steerer  and  boat-puller 

115 

Bertram,  Albert  J. 

6 

4  years  hunter 

93 

Billard,  Abraham 

2 

Hunter  ,. 

56 

.  Alfred  R. 

3 

Master  and  hunter 

60 

Blomquist,  Charles      ..               ..               >. 

1 

Boat-steerer 

111 

Bnnde,  Neils 

•1 

Seaman  and  boat-steerer 

94 

Bragg,  William  T.      .. 

8 

H  unter  . . 

56 

Brown,  Joseph 

6 

Ditto      .. 

101 

Brown,  William 

11 

Hunter  and  trader                  ..               ..               ,. 

118 

Brown,  Thomas  H. 

5 

1  year  boat-steerer ;   4  years  hunter 

181 

Brown,  Joseph 

G 

5  years  boat-steerer ;   1  year  hunter     . . 

49 

Browne,  Henry  S. 

5 

Boat-puller 

83 

Buchholz,  Otto 

3 

Master   ..               ..               ,, 

58 

Buckman,  S.  W.         .. 

1 

Ditto      .. 

112 

Burns,  Charles  O. 

2 

1  year  boat-steerer;   1  year  hunter 

103 

Campbell,  Frank        .. 

5 

ars  boat-puller  and  boat-steerer  ;  2  years  hunter 

49 

Campbell,  A.  S.           .. 

3 

Hunter     . 

48 

Campbell,  Charles       ..               ..               .. 

2 

Master  and  hunter                 ..               ..               .. 

77 

Cantillion,  Edward 

4 

Hunter 

117 

Carlson,  Adolphe  F.    .. 

10 

Ditto      .. 

128 

Carlson,  Peter             .. 

4 

2  years  boat-steerer;  2  years  hunter  . . 

135 

Carthcnl,  James 

9 

Master  and  owner. .                 ; 

138 

Christian,  Ji 

2 

Hunter 

86 

Christian,  Wallace  M. 

1 

Ditto 

45 

Coburn,  John 

5 

Ditto      .. 

106 

Conners,  William 

6 

Ditto      .. 

129 

i,  William 

2 

1  year  boat-steerer;    1  year  hunter 

49 

Crew,  James  W. 

7 

Hunter  .. 

133 

Crocker.  Fred.              ..               . . 

12 

Ditto      .. 

129 

Cullen,  Melville  K.     .. 

2 

Master  .. 

86 

De  Witt.  William 

•1 

Hunter 

Dillon,  C.  F. 

8 

Master  and  hunter 

47 

Dishow,  George 

0 

Hunter  .. 

57 

Douglas, 

8 

irs  hunter;  5  years  master  and  hunter        ..              ,. 

52 

Edwards,  William 

2 

Hunter 

■to 

Edwards,  Maurice 

2 

Ditto 

44 

Fanning,  J.  S. 

4 

Hunter  . .              ..              . .              ..              .. 

55 

Farley.  William  A.     .. 

3 

Ditto       .. 

80 

.  William        .. 

6 

Ditto      ..              ..              ..              ..              ..              .. 

78 

Figuera,  . 

4 

Hunter  and  boat-steerer 

125 

Fiiidley,  Robert  S.     . .    * 

4 

1  year  boat-steerer  ;  3  years  hunter    .. 

>)7 

Folger,  A.  C. 

18 

Sea-otter  or  seal  hunting;   10  years  seal  hunting 

88,  90,  91 

Ford,  J 

2 

Hunter  • . 

133 

Francis,  Charles 

4 

1  year  boat-puller;   3  years  hunter 

104 

French,  George  F. 

3 

il  unter  .,               ..               .. 

44,  66 

Gainer,  Thomas 

3 

Hunter  .. 

98 

Gaudin,  James 

1 

Master  .. 

111 

Gerow,  G.  C. 

5 

1 1  unter 

no 

Goudie,  William  G.    .. 

5 

Ditto       .. 

63 

.  John  11. 

5 

2  years  boat-puller ;  3  years  hunter 

64 

Hall,  J 

2 

Hunter   .. 

73 

Hammel,  Pel 

2 

Ditto       .. 

137 

Harris,  Charles  .1 . 

4 

As  master  each  year 

50 

Hartiwen,  Charles 

16 

Hunter  and  master 

122 

Heater,  Geoi 

.'» 

1  year  seaman ;   2  years  master 

93 

Heay,  Walter                ,, 

ti 

ars  boat-steerer ;    i  year  hunter    .. 

8  7 

Hermann,  William 

7 

Hunter 

118 

Hodgson,  Norman       „.                 .. 

5 

Ditto 

13! 

Hughes,  William  ().  .. 

2 

Master    . . 

100 

Jacobsen,  Victor 

11 

Master  and  hunter 

83 

Jolibis,  Peter               ..              . .              .. 

3 

Hunter  . .               ..               ..               . .               ., 

45 

Hiram  B.          ..               .. 

5 

2  years  hunter  ;  3  years  master  and  hunter 

116 

iiael 

6 

2  years  mate;    1  years  master 

105 

Kraft,  .' 

s 

3  years  hunter 

183 

12 

Mate,  master,  and  hunter     .. 

168 

1              David                  ..                .  • 

'.) 

First  engaged  in  sealing  in  18G7          ..              .. 

79 

•    O. 

."> 

1  year  hunter;   1  years  master            ..             .. 

54 

.  C. 

1 

Master   .. 

45 

Le  Blanc,  Charles 

5 

2  years  boat-steerer ;   2  years  mate;   1  year  hunter 

5.') 

Name. 

Numher  of 
of  Years' 

1  lapacity  in  which  Experience  gained. 

Page  of 
Appendix. 

Experience. 

Lewis,  Dan.  A. 

-1 

1  hmter 

136 

Lo  -I.e.  ( loiin 

1 

Ditto      .. 

71 

Lorenz,  Ernest 

3 

1  veil- mate;   2  years  master ;  hunts  a  little 

73 

Lund,  Harry  J. 

2 

Hunter  . . 

131 

Lutjens,  Charles 

7 

... 

121 

McDonald,  George 

G 

1  year  mate  ;  5  years  master 

77 

McGarva,  Andrew 

5 

3  years  hunter 

95 

McGrath,  Luke 

2 

1  year  hunter ;   1  year  boat-steerer 

4G,  102 

Met  irath,  Matthew     .. 

1 

Hunter 

8* 

McKiel,  Andrew 

2 

Mate 

109 

McKiel,  Robert 

0 

Master;    hunts  a  little  as  well 

7G 

McLean,  Laughlin 

7 

Master  and  hunter                 . . 

63 

McRae,  James 

2 

Hunter  ,, 

48,  101 

Magnesen,  'I  heodor    . . 

4 

Master 

74 

Mathasan,  Thorwal    . . 

2 

Boat-steerer 

. 

169 

Mathison,  Andrew 

7 

Hunter 

. 

OS 

Matthews,  John 

2 

Ditto 

. 

109 

Miner,  G.  E. 

G 

Ditto 

. 

9G 

Miner,  Edward  P. 

12 

Hunter  and  master 

113 

Mockler,  C.  E. 

3 

Ditto 

12G 

Moreau,  Frank 

6 

Hunter 

135 

Morris,  John 

5 

Mate  and  master   . . 

172 

Morrison.  Neil 

5 

1  year  boat-steerer  ;  4  years  hunter 

82 

O'Leary.  Wi'diam 

7 

Master  and  hunter 

59 

O'Leary,  Thomas 

2 

Ditto      .. 

46 

O'Quinn,  1' 

2 

Hunter 

75 

Paxton,  Henry 

13 

In  sealing  business  13  ye       . . 

92 

Peters,  Charli  s 

5 

Mate 

91 

Peterson.  P.  E. 

2 

Hunter   .. 

131 

Petit,  William 

7 

Master  and  hunter 

43 

Pickney,  Mirajah 

2 

1  year  mate  ;   1  year  master 

100 

Ramlose,  Emil 

7 

1  year  boat-puller;   1  year  boat-steerer;   5  years  hunter  .. 

72 

Reppen,  August 

9 

Mate  and  master;   hunted  as  well 

Si) 

Roberts,  George 

4 

2  years  steward  \   2  years  hunter 

53 

Roland,  W.  F. 

3 

Hunter 

107 

Roland,  A.  W. 

3 

Ditto      .. 

108 

Ryan,  Matthew 

10 

Boat-steerer  and  hunter 

51 

Scarf,  Oscar 

G 

Hunter 

67 

Scott,  ( i 

15 

Ditto      .. 

119 

Sro'.r,  Mil  ton 

3 

Ditto       .. 

123 

Shatter,  William  O.    .  , 

S 

Ditto      .. 

124 

Shields,  Jam 

6 

Ditto       .. 

G5 

Shields,  William 

7 

Ditto      .. 

69 

Sieward,  II.  F. 

5 

Master  and  hunter 

47 

Sinclair,  Abner 

1 

Hunter  .. 

43 

Siteman,  James 

5 

First  mate 

10'. 

Smith,  Herman  11. 

12 

Seaman,  mate,  hunter,  and  master 

Gl 

Starrat,  Ralph 

3 

Hunter  ,, 

48 

Strong,  Fred,  W. 

4 

Ditto 

68 

Todd,  James  W. 

G 

Master  and  hunter                , . 

85 

Thiers,  Lee  J. 

2 

Hunter  . .               ..               .. 

127 

Townsend,  John          ..              ,. 

3 

1  year  mate  and  hunter  ;  2  years  hunter 

50 

Upson,  Warren  F. 

13 

Hunter 

127 

Warren,  James  D. 

20 

Blaster 

98 

Warrington,  F.  R. 

G 

5  years  boat-steerer  ;   1  year  hunter 

96 

Wells,  i.;  eorge 

3 

H  unter  . . 

100 

Wester,  George 

7 

Master  and  hunter 

120 

Williams,  C.  A. 

5 

Hunter 

7n 

Williams,  John 

1 

Mate        .. 

85 

Worth,  John 

4 

Hunter  .. 

124 

The  men  whose  mimes  are  included  in  the  above  Table  may  be  further  d  as  to  the  number 

experience  they  have  had,  as  follows  : — 

9  of  1  year's  experience.  lfi  <>f  G  years'  experience. 

20  of  2  years'         „ 


17  of  3 
14  of  4 
19  of  5 


9  of  7 
6  of  8     „ 
3  of  9     „ 
15  of  10  or  more  years'  experience. 


\ 


(      4     ) 


II, — Actual  Numbers  of  Seals  taken  by  Pelagic  Sealers  compared  with  those  lost  by  Sinking, 

and  resulting  Loss  per  Cent. 

IX  the  majority  of  instances,  hunters  swear  that  careful  count  was  kept  of  the  seals  lost  by 
sinking. 

Where  two  numbers  are  given  as  representing  (lie  number  of  seals  lost  by  sinking,  the  larger  lias 
always  been  used  in  determining  the  percentage  lost,  and  in  setting  down  the  per>  itself  the 

figure  after  the  decimal  point  has  always  been  made  large,  not  small — thus,  4*33  would  be  writ  ten  -k4. 

No  choice  was  made  of  men  when  the  affidavits  were  taken,  and  no  affidavits  in  which  actual 
figures  were  given  have  been  omitted  in  preparing  this  Table. 


White  Hunt 


Name. 

Vessel. 

Skins 
obtained. 

3  lost. 

Loss 

per  cent. 

Approximate 

Loss 
per  cent. 

Year. 

Ren,:  . 

John  Tow  nsend 

Maggie  Mac           .. 

Between 
60  and  70 

•• 

•• 

1890 

Shipped  as  m 

Ditto 

Viva 

270 

10 

3-7 

1S91 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

Mary  Taylor 

172 

3 

1-7 

IS  02 

Ditto. 

Charles  In  Blanc 

Annie  E.  Paint 

200 

4 

2-0 

1S02 

First  year  as  hunt 

Abel  Douglas 

Triumph 

More  than 
160 

0 

188S 

Master. 

Ditto 

Ditto       .. 

460 

11 

2-4 

1889 

Ditto 

Ditto 

300 

8 

2-7 

1S90 

Ditto 

Arietas  .. 

147 

4 

2-7 

1S92 

Master. 

George  Roberts 

Teresa 

232 

7 

3-0 

isoi 

First  year  as  hunter. 

Ditto 

Annie  E.  Paint 

222 

5 

1892 

F  mr   other  hunters  on 
"Annie     K.    Paint" 
lost  about  same  pro- 
portion. 

Matthew  Ryan 

Ditto      .. 

319 

12  or  15 

4-7 

1S91 

Boat-steerer,       Figures 
of     seals 
lulled  by  hunter. 

Ditto 

.. 

249 

7 

2-1 

1S92 

Hunter. 

Tborwal  Matbason 

Oscar  and  Hattie  . . 

2-13 

5 

2-0 

1891 

Boat-steerer. 

given    are     of 
killed  by  hunter. 

Ditto 

Dora  Sieward 

142 

3 

2-0 

1S02 

J.  S.  Fanning               .. 

LillieL. 

227 

About  20 

8-8 

18S9 

First  year  as  bun 

Ditto 

Allie  J.  Algar 

•• 

1890 

Not  out  long.    No  count 
kept. 

Ditto 

Dennis 

167 

7 

4-2 

1S01 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

383 

11 

3-6 

1S92 

Abraham  Billard 

Beatrice  . .             . . 

7 

;.  -s 

1891 

Master;  hunted  also. 

Ditto 

Maud  S. 

264 

6 

2-3 

1S92 

Hunter. 

W.  T.  B.-aSg 

Annie  C.  Moore    .. 

10 

2-0 

1801 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Maedonald  . . 

173 

4 

2  :; 

1892 

George  Dishow 

Favourite               *. 

300 

3 

1-0 

18S7 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

tope 

5 

1-7 

lyss 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

461 

5 

l-o 

1SS9 

Ditto 

Walter  L.Rich      .. 

5 

1-4 

1890 

Ditto 

rina 

223 

6 

2-7 

1891 

Ditto 

.. 

303 

10 

3  3 

1892 

Otto  Cuchholz 

.  ion 

48 

2 

4-0 

1S92 

Master,  but    bit 
well. 

Hunter. 

Balph  Starrat 

Oscar  and  Hattie  . . 

111 

I 

3-0 

1502 

William  O'Leary 

Geneva   . 

:;i 

1) 

1892 

. 

William  Cowie 

Oscar  and  Hattie  . . 

106 

3 

3-0 

1892 

Hunter. 

Frank  Campbell 

.. 

1 

1    r> 

1S02 

Ditto. 

Joseph  Brown 

.. 

91 

1 

11 

Ditto. 

William  Dewitt 

Penelope 

217 

Betv 

i5  and  20 

8-0 

1S90 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Viva 

290 

9 

3-1 

1S91 

Ditto 

Sea  Lion 

rd  .. 

420 

7 

1-7 

1892 

Carried 

8,340 

231 

Skins 
obtained. 

Approximate 

Name. 

Vessel. 

Seals  lost. 

Loss 
per  cent. 

Loss 
per  cent. 

Year. 

Remarks. 

Brought 

forward  . . 

8.340 

231 

William  C.  Goudie      \ 

Mollie  Adams 
Edward  Webster  .  . 

|      193 

'■' 

3-6 

1888 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

Mollie  Adams 

250 

3 

1-2 

1889 

Ditto 

Carlotta  <!.  Cox     .. 

387 

5 

1-3 

1891 

Ditto 

Ditt  >      .. 

442 

2 

0-5 

, . 

1892 

J.  H.  Haake 

W  -iltcr  L.  Rich      .. 

151 

7 

4  -6 

1890 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Ocean  Belle 

275 

12 

4-; 

, . 

1S91 

Ditto 

W  alter  A.  Earle   .. 

352 

14 

3-9 

1892 

James  Shields 

E.  15.    Marvin 

133 

0 

1891 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

3H8 

3 

l'-O 

, . 

1892 

George  French 

Hamilton  Lewis    . . 

320 

12 

3*8 

1S90 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

City  of  San  Diego  . 

280 

5 

1-8 

1S91 

Ditto 

Ditto 

142 

3 

2-1 

1892 

Oscar  Scarf. . 

Pathfinder 

348 

10 

2-9 

1887 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Onto       .. 

683 

6 

0-9 

1888 

Ditto 

Viva 

597 

15 

2-5 

1889 

Ditto 

Ditto 

443 

6 

1  -4 

1890 

Ditto 

Carmolite 

517 

7 

1-4 

1891 

Ditto 

Agnes  Maedonald  . . 

200 

2 

1-0 

1892 

Started  late. 

P.  W.  Strong 

Mollie  Adams 

About  300 

0 

1*88 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

Edw.  E.  Webster.. 

307 

0 

1889 

Ditto 

Thistle   .. 

59 

1 

1  -7 

1891 

Ditto 

MaudS- 

264 

1 

0-4 

. , 

1892 

Andrew  Mathison 

Triuiuph 

151 

6 

4-0 

,  # 

1890 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

May  Belle               .. 

371 

17 

4-6 

, , 

1891 

Ditto 

Sea  Lion 

341 

9 

31 

1892 

Win.  Shields 

E.  B.  Marvin 

641 

32 

5-0 

. . 

ISS'.l 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

475 

21 

4-4 

. , 

1890 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

181 

4 

2-2 

1S91 

Vessel  warned. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

408 

19 

1-7 

ISO  2 

C.  A.  Williams 

Penelope 

38 

0 

•• 

1888 

Hunted  a  short  time 
only. 

Ditto 

Walter  P.  Rich      . . 

248 

10 

4  0 

1S89 

Ditto 

Penelope 

282 

7 

2  5 

. . 

1890 

Ditto 

Viva        . .               . . 

382 

13 

3-4 

1891 

Ditto 

Agnes  McDonald  . . 

150 

5 

33 

1S92 

Started  very  late. 

Colin  Locke                   < 

Libbie 

Annie  C.  Moore    .. 

1         r-7 

5 

7-4 

1892  j 

Sailing  master.  No  ex- 
perience as  hunter. 

Emil  Rainlose 

May  Belle 

2413 

12 

4-9 

189! 

Ditto 

Walter  A.  Earle    . . 

415 

7 

1-7 

1892 

Wentraorth  E.  Baker  . . 

Viva 

75 

8 

10  1 

188fT| 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

67 

Not  more 
than  5 

7-5 

1889  j 
1S90  \ 

Master  every  year ; 
hunted      from      stern 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

86 

Not  more 

4-8 

boat      Did  not  hunt 

than  4 

1 

at  all  in  1892. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

55 

1 

1-8 

, , 

1891J 

Isaac  O'Quin 

Maud  S. 

235 

10 

4-2 

, 

1891 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

r 

Sea  Lion 

Mary  Taylor 

347 

1 

4 

11 

•* 

1892 
L 1892  J 

Robert  McKiel            -i 

Beatrice.. 
E.  B.  Marvin 

52 

1 

2-0 

■• 

Master;  but  hunted  a 
little  each  year. 

[ 

Maud  S. 

J 

Edward  P.  Miner 

Penelope 

About  400 

4  or  5 

1-2 

, . 

1887 

Master  and  hunter. 

Ditto 

Lillie  L. 

•• 

■  • 

About       same 
per  cent,  as 

1887 

1SS8 

Figures  not  given. 

Ditto 

Ditto       .. 

•' 

About        same 
per  cent,  as 
1888 

1889 

Figures  not  given. 

Ditto 

Adie  J.  Algar 

350 

4  or  5 

1   4 

,  , 

is  no 

Master  and  hunter. 

D.tto 

Henry  Dennis 

159 

7  or  8 

50 

*  ' 

1892 

Hunted  very  little,  and 
lost  reore  than  ever 
before. 

Joseph  Hall. . 

Maggie  Mac            . . 

96 

2 

2-0 

" 

1891 

Returned  to  Victoria  in 
July. 

Ditto 

C.  H.Tupper 

225 

1 

0-5 

1892 

David  Laing 

W.  P.  Say  ward 

26 

0 

.  , 

1891  r 

1892  1 

Mate    both    years;    but 

Ditto 

Ditto 

42 

0 

,  , 

, 

hunted  in  stem  boat. 

Thos.  H.  Brown 

Mary  Ellen 

370 

7  or  8 

2-2 

1889 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

Maggie  Mac 

388 

12 

3  0 

1890 

Ditto 

Maud  S. 

331 

10 

3-0 

. 

1891 

Ditto 

Ditto 

348 

7 

2  0 

1892 

Neil  Morrison 

Penelope 

119 

6 

5  0 

1891 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

W.  P.  Sayward      . . 

202 

10 

5  0 

. 

1892 

Victor  Jacobsen 

Minnie  (?) 

308 

6  or  7 

2-3 

. 

1890 

Master  and  hunter. 

Ditto 

Mary  Ellen 

More 

1 

3  3 

. 

1892 

than  30 

r 

i 

Rustler 
Lily  L.   .. 

r  20  to  "j 

1       50       1 
!     each     j 

r 

Never       more 

1       r 

Six     years     a     master  ; 

Jas.  W.  Todd               -J 

City  of  San  Diego.. 

,, 

••     \ 

than  2. 

f  ••  1 

hunted  a  little  every 

1 

Penelope 

1 

Sometimes  none. 

J       1 

year. 

L 

Enterprise 

i     year     ! 

W  illiam  A.  Farley 

Mascotte 

29 

0 

.  . 

.. 

, , 

Mate;     but    hunted     a 

■ — 

little. 

John  Christian 

Ocean  Belle 

303 

10 

3-3 

, . 

1891 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

Mascotte 

144 

1 

0-7 

1892 

Matthew  McGrath 

Geneva  . . 

174 

3 

1  '7 

, . 

1892 

Hunter. 

Walter  Heay 

W.  P.  Sayward      .. 

168 

15 

8-9 

■• 

1892 

All  the  seals  lost  were 
"travellers"  on  Asiatic 
side. 

Cariied 

forward 

24,814 

861 

[1   81 

c 

6 


At 


Name* 

Vessel. 

Skins 

obtained. 

Seals  lost. 

Loss 
per  cent. 

Approximate 

Loss 

per  rt  nt. 

Year. 

Remarks. 

Brought 

rd    . . 

24, SI  1 

861 

Jos.  J.  Beckenham 

W.  V.  Sayward      .. 

46 

0 

•  ■ 

•  • 

1892 

Boat-puller   two    years. 

Not  one  seal  in  100 
is  lost. 

Edward  Cantillion 

AUie  J.  Algar        .. 

About  400 

12 

3-0 

, , 

1S89 

Hunter. 

Ditto 

.. 

450 

5  to  8 

1-8 

. , 

1S90 

Ditto 

Thistle    .. 

->i 

3  or  4 

, . 

1891 

Sealed  but  a  short  time. 

Ditto 

William  Ainsworth. 

223 

5 

2-2 

, . 

1892 

Albert  C.  Folger 

Annie  C.  Moore    . . 

About  400 

Not  5 

1  3 

1S91 

George  Heater 

Rosie  Olsen 

25 

2 

8-0 

1891 

Ditto 

Ainoko  . .               .. 

28 

0 

.  . 

, . 

A.  J.  Bertram 

Annie  C.  Moore    . . 

352 

21 

6  0 

. . 

1889 

Ditto 

Penelope 

192 

15 

7-0 

. . 

1890 

D.itto 

Ditto       .. 

331 

12 

3  6 

1892 

Andrew  McGarva 

Bessie  Ratler 

181 

2 

IT 

. , 

1S90 

Ditto 

C.  11.  Tupper 

115 

1 

0-9 

, . 

1891 

Ditto 

W.  P.  Sayward 

194 

11 

5-6 

•• 

1892 

Boat-steerer.  Poor  in 
1892. 

Robt.  S.  Findley 

Maude  S. 

243 

10 

4-1 

. . 

1892 

Thomas  Garner 

C.  1!    Tupper 

216 

20 

9-2 

- 

1890 

Includes  badly  wounded 
seals. 

Ditto 

Louis  Olson 

127 

2 

1   5 

1S91 

Ditto 

C.  11.  Tupper 

oil 

3 

0-8 

1892 

John  Kraft 

Vancouver  Belle    . . 

28 

0 

■- 

1891 

Ordered  out  of  Bearing 
Sea. 

Ditto 

Ditto      .. 

219 

4  or  5 

2-3 

1892 

G.  E.  Miner 

Henry  Dennis 

200 

1 

0-5 

. . 

1891 

Ditto 

Ditto' 

384 

10 

2-6 

,  . 

C.  O.  Burns 

Viva 

399 

4 

1-0 

1891 

Boat-steerer.  Figures 
given  are  of  hunter 
with  whom  he  waQ. 

Ditto 

Carmolite 

244 

5 

2  0 

1892 

Hunted  himself. 

James  McRae 

Viva 

214 

15 

7-0 

1891 

Catch  of  hunter  l.e  was 

with. 
Hunted  himself. 

Ditto 

Oscar  and  Hattio  . . 

06 

2 

3-0 

1S92 

Joseph  Brown 

oolite 

300 

9 

3  0 

1S91 

Boat-steerer. 

Ditto     • 

City  of  San  Eiego  . 

76 

5 

6-6 

1887 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Triumph 

15 

0 

1889 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Oscar  and  Hat  tie  .. 

90 

1 

1  T 

1892 

Hunted  himself. 

W.  Hermau. . 

52 

3 

5-8 

.. 

Ditto 

C.  H.  White 

20 

0 

.  t 

1892 

Charles  Hartiwen 

Louis  Olsen 

182 

2 

IT 

1892 

Milton  Scott 

Viva 

390 

13 

3-3 

1891 

Ditto 

Henry  Dennis 

398 

3 

0-8 

1891 

Charles  Francis 

Walter  L.  Rich     . . 

226 

6 

2-6 

U90 

Ditto 

Brenda    . . 

127 

10 

8-0 

.. 

1892 

John  Coburn 

1'  dward  E.  Webster 

15H 

0 

.. 

1888 

Ditto 

E    B.  Marvin 

350 

0 

1889 

Ditto 

Annie  C.  Moore    .. 

260 

1 

0-4 

1*90 

Ditto 

Pioneer 

404 

o 

.  9 

. . 

1891 

Ditto 

Carmolite 

250 

1 

0-4 

1892 

John  Figuera 

Sophie  Sutherland  . 

95 

5 

5T 

1891 

C.  E.  Mockler 

Mattie  Dyer 

80 

3 

4-0 

1892 

Master. 

L  '   J-.  Thiers 

Ditto       .'. 

236 

7 

2-5 

. , 

1.-92 

George  Wells 

Annie  C.  Moore    .. 

234 

0 

1S90 

Ditto 

Pioneer 

422 

0 

1891 

Ditto 

Carmolite 

308 

o 

0-7 

1892 

W.  O.  Shatter 

Henry  Dennis 

151 

3 

2  -0 

1891 

William  Conners 

Louis  Olsen 

266 

7 

2-6 

1892 

P.  E.  Peterson 

Lily  L.   . . 

79 

3 

3-8 

1892 

H.G.Lund.. 

City  of  San  Diego.. 

152 

7 

4  6 

. . 

1891 

James  Ford  . .               . . 

Knimaand  Louisa.. 

133 

3 

2  3 

1.-91 

Ditto 

l.ilv  L.  .. 

12  1 

5 

4-0 

,, 

1892 

William  F.  Roland     ..  j 

'  i  C.  Cox     .. 

505 

19 

3-8 

. . 

1892 

A.  W.  Roland 

i  Belie 

122 

2 

1-6 

. . 

1*90 

Ditto 

Carlotta  C.  Cox    .. 

404 

8 

2-0 

, . 

1*91 

Ditto 

Ditto 

3G4 

3 

0-8 

,  . 

1892 

John  Matthews 

Umljrina                 .. 

188 

6 

3-0 

,, 

1891 

Ditto 

Brenda  . . 

197 

4 

2-0 

1892 

Peter  Carlson 

C.  11.  Tupper       .. 

200 

i, 

2-3 

1891 

Daniel  A.  Lewis 

, . 

386 

6 

16 

,  . 

C.  F.  Dillon 

Minnie    ..               c. 

17 

II 

1*92 

Master. 

Abner  !  i;i<Iair 

Ocean  Belle 

86 

1 

1-2 

1*92 

W.  Edwards 

Ditto 

112 

4 

2-8 

, , 

1*92 

M    Edwards 

Ditto      .. 

152 

2 

1-3 

1*92 

Wallai  e  R.  Christian  . . 

Ditto 

73 

1 

1-4 

1*92 

Peter  Jolibis 

City  of  San  Diego. . 

129 

4 

3-1 

1892 

6  O'Leary 

Ocean  Belle           .. 

2.10 

10 

4-2 

1*91 

Ditto 

.. 

139 

5 

3-6 

, . 

1SH2 

Master. 

Luke  McGrath 

Ditto       .. 

193 

2 

10 

, . 

Ditto 

Dora  Sieward 

18 

0 

1S92 

Charles  Blomquist 

•■ 

149 

3 

2-0 

1891 

Total  from  above  Table 

39,879 

1,221 

3T 

Total  from  previous  Table  in  1 

of  British  Commissioners,  p.  107 

9,337 

381 

•■ 

Aggregate  Statement  derived  from 

1).   11,   T.h lrS    .. 

49,216 

1,602 
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III. — Statements  respecting  Number  of  Seals  lost  by  Sinking  before  Recovery  when 

killed  at  Sea. 

Charles  Le  Blanc,  who  has  been  sealing  five  seasons  as  boat-steerer,  mate,  and  hunter,  and  who 
has  been  out  with  twenty-five  different  hunters,  does  not  remember  any  of  them  losing  more  than  4  or 
5  in  100.  "  It  is  always  the  excuse  of  a  poor  hunter  that  the  seals  he  shot  sank,  but,  as  a  boat-steerer, 
I  know  better." 

Captain  B.  0.  Lavender ,'  four  years  master  of  sealing-sebooners,  and  one  year  before  this  a 
hunter,  that  he  might  learn  something  of  the  business,  says  :  "  I  have  hunted  every  year  myself,  and 
have  lost  not  more  than  1  out  of  20.  I  explained  to  the  people  on  the  '  Corwin '  [in  1S92]  that  the 
reason  some  hunters  were  reported  to  lose  more  seals  than  others  was  that  a  hunter  was  paid  according 
to  the  number  of  skins  he  got,  and  that  killing  seals  was  like  killing  birds  or  other  animals — the  poor 
hunter  excused  his  lack  of  skill  by  saying  that  he  killed  the  animal,  and  that  it  had  sunk.  The  boat- 
pnller  knows  better  than  that." 

James  McRae  says  :  "  It  is  very  seldom  a  seal  will  sink  before  it  can  be  got  at." 

Captain  William  (JLeary,  from  talking  with  his  hunters,  would  say  that  from  1  to  5  per  cent,  of 
the  seals  killed  are  lost  by  sinking. 

William  Cowie,  one  year  a  boat-steerer,  and  one  year  a  hunter,  saj^s  that  "  seals  nearly  always  float 
long  enough  to  allow  one  to  reach  them  ;  the  gaff  had  to  be  used  only  twice  to  keep  seals  from  sinking 
[in  taking  106]." 

Frit uk  Campbell,  with  five  years'  experience  as  boat-ptdler,  boat-steerer,  and  hunter,  says  :  "  Seals 
will  float,  on  an  average,  from  five  to  ten  minutes — sometimes  much  longer,  and  sometimes  a  shorter 
time." 

Joseph  Brown,  who  has  been  sealing  six  years,  states  that  "seals  float  various  lengths  of  time. 
I  have  often  killed  one  when  two  are  together,  and  then  followed  and  killed  the  other  before  picking 
up  the  first." 

Captain  Laughlin  McLean,  master  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Favourite "  for  seven  years,  thinks 
that  his  men  lose  about  a-half  of  1  per  cent,  of  the  seals  they  shoot  at.  He  one  day  gave  his  hunters 
95  cartridges,  and  they  brought  in  85  seals,  having,  of  course,  missed  some  altogether. 

James  Shields,  six  years  a  hunter,  thinks  he  lost  between  5  and  10  per  cent,  of  the  seals  he  killed 
the  first  year,  and  less  than  5  per  cent,  the  next  two  seasons.  In  1891  and  1892,  for  which  years  he 
gives  actual  number  taken  and  lost,  his  loss  was  less  than  1  per  cent. 

George  F.  French,  whose  average  loss  in  three  years  was  about  2i  per  cent.,  thinks  that  about  the 
average  loss  of  average  hunters.  Most  of  the  seals  he  lost  were  "  travellers,"  and  about  70  per  cent. 
of  those  he  got  were  sleepers. 

C.  J.  Williams,  who  has  been  a  hunter  five  years,  and  in  1892  lost  3'3  per  cent,  of  the  seals  he 
killed  (see  Table),  states  that  a  good  hunter  ought  not  to  lose  more  than  he  did,  and  that  he  had  often 
heard  hunters  say  they  had  killed  a  seal  that  sank  when  he  had  seen  the  shot  strike  beyond  it,  and  the 
seal  dive. 

Captain  Theodor  Magnesen,  four  years  navigator  and  master  of  sealing-vessels,  told  a  United 
States'  Agent  on  the  "  Corwin,"  when  questioned  by  him,  that  between  4  and  5  per  cent,  of  the  seals 
killed  were  lost  by  sinking. 

Captain  Wentworth  E.  Baler,  four  years  master  of  the  "  Viva,"  and  one  year  of  the  "  C.  H.  Tupper," 
killed  in  1891  fifty-five  seals,  and  lost  one.  He  says :  "  Talking  with  my  men,  I  find  this  is  about  the 
percentage  lost,  but  this  year  fewer  were  lost.  It  is  a  common  excuse  of  a  hunter  who  has  bad  luck 
during  the  day  to  say  that  seals  sank." 

Holier!  McKiel,  six  years   master  of  sealing-schooners,  says  that  few  seals  are  lost  by 
sinking,  certainly  not  more  than  5  per  cent. ;  for  1,700  seals  his  hunters  got  in  1892,  about  40  (2  to 

3  per  cent.)  were  lost,  according  to  their  count. 

Captain  Victor  Jacobsen,  eleven  years  master  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  sealing  business,  states  that 
he  never  lias  lost  many  seals  by  sinking,  and  that  no  good  hunter  does,  "  for  we  can  always  tell  whether 
a  seal  will  sink  or  not,  if  shot  in  a  certain  place." 

Captain  James  W.  Todd,  master  of  sealing-vessels  since  1886,  states  that  his  experience  with 
hunters  lias  invariably  been  that  good  average  hunters  lose  by  sinking  very  few  seals,  not  more  than 

4  in  100.     "Poor  hunters  often  attribute  their  poor  catch  to  the  seals  sinking  after  being  shot,  but  I 
know  that  it  is  much  oftener  the  case  that  they  miss  the  seal  shot  at." 


kinyham,  two  years  0  boat-  thinks  there  is  not  1  seal  in  100  killed  lost  by 

sinking. 

sealing  business,  three  as  master ;  hunts  a  good  deal 
but  never  kept  any  account  of  the  number  lost  by  sinking,  but  says  that  it  would  not  be  more 
3  out  of  100. 

Henry  S.  Browne,  with  five  cperienee  as  a  hunter,  says:  "  Very  few  seals  are  lost  by  the 

hunter  killing  them  and  not  securing  them." 

states  that  in  1891  the  hunters  on  the  sealing-schooner  "  Carmolite," 
of  which  lie  was  master,  tonic  2,400  seals,  and  lie  never  heard  the  hunters  speak  of  losing  many. 

perience,  says  :  "  I  ne\er  Inst  a  sleeping  seal  that  I  had  killed,  and 
it  is  very  seldom  that  a  seal  will  sink." 

bt  years'  experience,  says :  "  (Jut  of  all  the  seals  I  have  killed  I  remem- 
ber of  only  one  shot  si  i  ad  sinking,  and  nearly  all  the  seals  we  get  are  sleeping  seals." 

William   '/".  /  ght  years' experience,  says  that  sleeping  seals  seldom  sink  when  shot,  and 

that  two-thirds  of  the  seals  secured  are  "sleepers." 

J.  H.  Haake,  five  years'  experience  as  boat-steerer  and  hunter,  states  that  a  sleeping  seal  never 
sinks  if  shot  in  the  head,  and  that  he  has  frequently  seen  them  float  five  minutes. 

Andrew  Matl  ven  years'  experience,  says:  "More  than  three-quarters  of  the  seals  I  have 

got  were  'sleepers.'     I  never  lost  many  slei  pers  by  -inking,  my  Ioe  ■  from  'travellers. 

T/iomas  H.  Brown,  four  years'  experience  as  a  hunter,  says  there  is  no  chance  of  a  seal  sinking 
before  it  is  got  if  only  one  is  shot,  but  sometimes  when  two  are  together,  and  both  are  shot,  one  may 
sink  w  hile  the  other  is  gone  after ;  most  of  the  seals  he  lost  were  lost  in  that  way. 

Captain  Albert  O.  Folger,  eighteen  years'  experience  as  sea-otter  and  seal  hunter,  says  :  "  I  never 
have  lost  many  seals,  because  if  1  cannot  get  close  enough  to  be  sure  of  them  f  don't  shoot  at  all." 

Neils  Bonde,  one  year  a,  boat-steerer,  states  :  "  I  was  part  of  the  season  with  a  good  hunter,  and 
part  with  a  poor  hunter.  Tie'  -mid  hunter  got  nearly  all  the  seals  he  fired  at  ;  f  am  sure  he  did  not 
sink  more  than  three  while  1  was  with  him.  The  poor  hunter  missed  about  half  of  those  he  fired  at ; 
he  wounded  a  few,  which  escaped  ;  he  sunk  a  few." 

states  that  his  hunters  lost  very  few  seals — none  to  his  knowledge — either  when 
speared  or  shot. 

Thomas  Garner,  who  in  1892  took  344  seals  ami  lost  3,  says  :  "  I  don't  think  that  any  good  hunter 
ought  to  lose  more  than  that." 

Frank  G.  Warrington  got  this  year  103  seals,  and  thinks  he  lost  10  or  12,  but  did  not  keep  any 
count  of  them. 

G.  C.  Gcrow,&\e  ;  perience  as  hunter,  says :  '"During  the  last  two  years  I  have  kept  a 

strict  account  of  the  seals  shot  by  me,  and  would  be  willing  to  say,  under  oath,  that  f  did  not  lose 
1  in  18.  Often  when  I  would  get  thirty  or  more  seals  in  one  day  none  would  be  lost,  but  at  other 
times  f  would  lose  quite  a  large  percentage,  but  in  the  whole  season  not  more  than  1  in  18 
would  be  lost.  Of  these  1  am  not  sure  that  they  were  killed,  but  about  that  percentage  is  struck  and 
lost." 

win  James  Gaudin,  master  oi  -team-ship  "  Quadra,"  was,in  1887, master  of  the  sealing-schooner 
"Ada."  His  hunters  tools  L,900  seals,  and  from  their  reports  he  knows  that  less  than  5  per  cent,  of 
the  seals  killed  were  lost.  "Ten  or  twelve  were  shot  from  the  schooner,  to  get  which  a  boat  had  to  be 
lowered  ;  none  were  lost,  so  they  must  have  floated  two  or  three  minutes  at  least," 

S.  W.  Bt  now  a  pilot   at  Victoria,  was,  in   1889,  captain  of  the  sealing-schooner 

"  Ariel."  He  says :  "  I  do  not  think  that  more  than  1  out  of  10  or  15  seals  killed  is  lost  at  the 
very  outside.  While  i  was  out  a  good  many  seals  were  shot  from  the  schooner,  and  they  were  nearly 
always  got,  although  it  takes  some  minutes  to  lower  a  boat,  I  have  very  seldom  seen  them  sink. 
Hunters  will  sometimes  shoot  three  or  four  seals  before  picking  them  up." 

was  a  boat-steerer  in  1891,  and  says  that  during  the  entire  season  but  one  seal  was 
lost  by  the  boat  lie  was  in. 

William  Petit  has  beer  ealing  for  seven  years,  generally  with  Indian  hunters.  "They 
lose  practically  no  seals,  whether  they  us*  a  gun  or  spear.  .  .  .  Every  year  seals  are  shot  from  the 
schooner,  and  they  are  almost  always  got.  There  is  time  to  unlash  and  lower  a  canoe  before  they 
sink." 


Captain  C.  F.  Dillon  has  been  sealing  every  year  since  1885,  and  says :  "  I  have  been  out  with 
hunters  who  used  spears,  and  those  who  used  guns.  No  seals  are  lost  when  speared,  and  from  the, 
whole  of  my  experience  I  would  estimate  that  not  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  seals  that  are  shot  and 
killed  are  lost." 

Captain  E.  C.  Le  Blanc  says  that  on  the  way  up  the  coast  in  1892,  "  about  a  dozen  seals  were 
shot  from  the  schooner ;  to  get  these  a  boat  had  always  to  be  lowered ;  only  one  was  lost." 

Captain  Thomas  O'Leary  says :  "  A  good  many  seals  each  season  are  shot  from  the  schooner,  but 
they  are  never  shot  at  unless  they  are  pretty  sure  of  getting  them." 

Captain  Henri/  F  Steward,  five  years'  master  of  sealing-vessels,  says  that  he  makes  it  a  rule  never 
to  permit  a  seal  to  be  shot  at  from  the  schooner  unless  certain  that  it  would  be  got,  "so  that  none  shot 
in  that  wav  are  ever  lost.  It  takes  three  or  four  minutes  to  lower  a  boat,  but  the  seals  float  long 
enough  to  allow  us  to  get  them." 

Captain  Mieajdh  Pickney  says :  "  From  what  I  heard  from  the  hunters  they  lose  very  few  seals  by 
sinking.  .  .  .  Now  and  then  I  heard  one  of  the  white  hunters  say  he  had  lost  a  seal,  but  how  I  don't 
know." 

Captain  W.  0.  Hughes  says  that  the  loss  of  seal  was  always  talked  over  by  his  hunters,  -and  that 
he  was  sure  to  hear  of  it.  Now  and  then  a  hunter  reported  having  lost  a  seal,  but  the  total  loss  was 
very  small. 

William.  Hermann,  seven  seasons  a  seal-hunter  with  gun  and  rifle,  says  that  he  does  not  lose 
more  than  5  seals  in  100  he  gets. 

Captain  George  Scott  states  that,  in  putting  the  loss  at  5  per  cent.,  he  gives  the  advantage  to 
the  loss. 

George  Wester,  six  years'  experience,  estimates  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  seals  that  are 
lost  at  3  per  cent.     He  has  made  a  special  study  of  the  number  lost. 

Captain  Charles  Lutjens  states  that  in  his  opinion  5  per  cent,  will  cover  the  loss  of  seals  after 
being  shot  by  a  good  hunter. 

Charles  Hartiiven  has  always  hunted  with  a  shot-gun  and  a  rifle,  and  states  that  he  would  not 
lose  5  seals  in  100  he  would  kill  or  mortally  wound. 

Captain  J.  E.  Worth  says  that  he  has  never  kept  any  count  of  his  losses  made  in  shooting,  but 
from  10  to  15  per  cent,  would  certainly  cover  those  that  would  sink  after  death,  and  what  would  get 
away  mortally  wounded. 

Captain  C.  E.  Mockler  says  that  he  would  place  the  outside  loss  for  a  good  hunter  at  5  per  cent. 

W.  F.  Upson  says  that  10  per  cent,  will  fully  cover  a  careful  hunter's  loss. 

Frederick  Crocker  thinks  a  hunter  might  on  an  average  lose  5  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  seals  shot. 

William  Conners  thinks  that  putting  it  at  the  outside  5  per  cent,  is  the  utmost  loss  for  a  good 
hunter. 

James  W.  Crew  places  the  probable  loss  of  seals  by  sinking  at  5  per  cent. 

Frank  Morcau,  five  years'  experience:  "The  loss  from  sinking  through  being  killed  or  mortally 
wounded  would  not  be  greater  than  8  per  cent.,  which  would  cover  the  whole  loss.  The  coast  loss  is 
smaller  than  the  Behriug  Sea  loss,  because,  as  a  rule,  those  on  the  coast  are  fatter  and  more  buoyant, 
and  a  pregnant  female  will  not  sink  as  easily  as  another  seal." 

Peter  llammcl  says  that  he  uses  a  gun  almost  always,  but  occasionally  a  rifle,  and  loses  by  sinking 
very  few  seals,  not  more  than  1  in  25. 

James  Carthrat  says :  "  I  never  was  out  in  a  boat  with  a  seal-hunter,  but  have  seen  hunters  killing 
near  the  vessel,  and  know  that  hunters  do  not  lose  many  by  sinking,  and  a  really  good  hunter  loses 
very  few,  not  5  in  100.  I  have  seen  my  head  hunter,  William  Thomas,  on  one  occasion  in  1885, 
bring  in  seventeen  pelts  with  seventeen  shots." 

Peter  Carlson  says :  "  A  good  hunter  ought  not  to  lose  from  sinking  5  out  of  100.  I  know  that 
sealers  often  say  that  seals  have  sunk,  when  in  fact  they  have  missed  them." 
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Clahapisim. — "  Never  lose  a  seal  with  the  spear  if  it  fastens,  but  lose  many  with  the  gun.  A  good 
iiunter  will  lose  only  a  few.     1  am  not  a  good  shot  with  a  gun." 

Walh  r  Watt. — "  With  a  spear  I  lose  none  that  I   fasten   to I  am  only  a  middling  shot 

with  a  gun.  and  would  lose  1  or  2  in  10  [shot  at]." 

'  -Was  a  short  time  on  a  schooner  in    1892,  and  got   thirty-nine  seals,  fifteen  with  a  gun, 

the  rest  with  a  spear;  none  were  lost.     "  I  never  fire  when  they  are  far  off,  and  after  shooting  them 
use  my  spear  as  a  gaff." 

tries  Hayuhs  says :  "When  we  shoot  seals  we  never  lose  them The  reason  we  get  the 

seals  for  sure  is  that  a  canoe  is  easier  handled,  and  we  are  quicker  than  the  white  men. 

Oqvaghu. — Never  loses  a  seal  he  hits  when  using  the  spear.  He  says  he  is  a  good  shot  with  a 
.gun  ami  seldom  shoots  unless  he  knows  he  is  sure  of  the  seal.  He  does  not  believe  he  would  lose 
more  than  2  seals  in  10  he  would  fire  at. 

Kach-kach-ah  says  that  he  is  not  a  good  shot,  and  would  rather  use  a  spear  than  a  gun.  He  lost 
a  good  many  seals  when  he  first  began  using  a  gun,  but  does  not  now  lose  many.  Never  loses  any  he 
hits  with  a  spear. 

Charlie  and  Harry  say  that  their  experience  has  been  the  same  as  Kach-Kach-ah's. 

Shewish. — Uses  both  gun  and  spear.  Of  46  shot  this  year  4  were  lost,  "  the  canoe  was  so  full 
of  skins  that  we  could  not  paddle  up  quickly  enough,  and  they  sank." 

Clat-ka-koi  never  loses  a  seal  he  hits  with  a  spear.  He  told  United  States'  Agents  that  a 
good  hunter  would  lose  only  2  out  of  10  or  12  [shot  at];  a  medium  hunter  might  lose  two  or 
three. 

Kickiana  heard  what  was  said  by  Clat-ka-koi,  and  says  that  it  is  true. 

Click-la-hou-to  says  he  is  a  pretty  good  shot  with  a  gun,  and  would  not  lose  more  than  2  out  of 
10,  and  not  thai  many  if  he  hit  them. 

Keshuqua  and  Clatchu,  having  heard  what  Click-la-hou-to  said,  testify  that  they  believe  as  he 
does. 

Cecla r-l.ii iii hi  never  loses  a  seal  when  his  spear  has  become  fastened. 

Atelu  uses  both  the  gun  and  the  spear,  and  if  two  seals  are  together  spears  one  and  shoots  the 
other.  He  is  just  as  certain  with  the  gun  as  with  the  spear,  and  would  not  lose  more  than  1  in  10 
fired  at. 

Ah-nah-yook,  having  heard  what  Atelu  said,  states  that  he  thinks  as  Atelu  does. 

Qui-an-ah  never  shoots  nor  throws  a  spear  when  the  seal  is  more  than  5  or  G  fathoms  off.  He 
would  not  lose  1  in  10  [shot  or  thrown  at]  with  either  spear  or  gun. 

Enocto  says  that  he  is  not  a  very  good  shot,  and  prefers  the  spear  to  the  gun.  He  hardly  ever 
loses  a  seal  when  using  the  spear,  and  when  using  the  gun  is  careful  with  it,  and  generally  gels  the 
seal.     He  does  not  remember  to  have  lost  a  seal  he  hit. 

Unloose  or  "Sam,"  Fred,  Suitluttchest,  Peter,  Slwoksa  or "Joe,"  1\         a)  John  Wriglha,  Yacoostlish  or 
■  George"    \Iucklemicl    Kawanmt   i  and  Sheeuah  say:  "  We  are  all  seal-hunters,  and  use  both  the  spear 

and  the  gun,  and  would  just  as  soon  use  the  one  as  the  other,  and  are  just  as  sure  of  getting  the  seal 
with  one  as  the  other,  and  scarcely  lose  any,  and  no  good  hunter  need  lose  many.  All  our  tribe  use 
the  mm,  both  young  and  old,  and  like  it." 

High-eit-lick-slieel  states  that  he  uses  both  gun  and  spear,  and  that  he  and  all  his  tribe  like  them 
equally  well.  "A  good  hunter  with  a  gun  need  not  lose  more  seals  than  with  a  spear."  lb' shoots 
and  throws  a  speaT  when  the  seal  is  :i  or  4  fathoms  from  him. 

Charlie  Quisto  uses  a  spear  only,  and  seldom  misses  with  it. 

See-".  -         and   Weeh-tiu  have  had  the  same  experience  as  Quisto. 

Joseph  says  :  "  We  do  not  lose  any  seals  that  we  shoot.  If  very  close,  we  use  the  spear  ;  if  not, 
the  gun.     We  get  more  this  way,  for  if  two  arc  sleeping  we  shoot  one  and  spear  the  other. " 

Johnny  Hammond  and  Jack,  having  heard  what  Joseph  said,  state  that  what  he  says  has  been 
their  own  experience. 
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IV. — Statements  respecting  the  Number  of  Seals  which  may  escape  Capture  after  being 

wounded  by  Hunters  at  Sea. 

John  Townsend,  three  years'  experience  as  hunter,  says :  "  There  are  very  few  seals  shot  at  and 
badly  enough  wounded  to  die  that  are  not  secured." 

Captain  Abel  Douglas,  eight  years'  experience— three  as  hunter,  five  as  master  and  hunter — states 
that  a  seal  that  is  badly  wounded  is  almost  certain  to  be  got. 

George  Roberts,  with  four  years'  experience,  says  :  "  Wounded  seals,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
are  either  captured,  or  live  if  they  escape." 

Matthew  Ryan,  ten  years'  experience,  states:  "We  lose  very  few  by  wounding  them  and  having 
them  die — none  worth  speaking  of." 

William  T.  Braqg,  eight  years'  experience,  says :  "  The  chances  of  getting  a  seal  that  is  badly 
wounded  are  good." 

Captain  Otto  Buchholz,  three  years'  experience  as  master  mariner,  hunted  a  little  in  1892,  and  tool? 
forty-eight  seals ;  he  wounded  four  that  escaped,  but  does  not  think  that  any  of  them  would  after- 
wards die. 

Captain  William  CfLeary,  seven  years'  experience  as  master  mariner  and  hunter,  says  :  "  I  do  not 
believe  that  many  seals  are  badly  wounded  and  die  afterwards,  and  are  so  lost,  for  when  a  seal  is 
wounded  and  lives  a  little  while  afterwards  it  will  always  float  when  it  does  die." 

William  Cou-ie,  one  year's  experience  as  hunter,  took,  in  1892,  106  seals,  and  wounded  10  or  15 
that  got  away  ;  "  of  these  very  few  would  die." 

Joseph  Brown,  one  year's  experience  as  hunter,  wounded  in  1892  twenty  or  twenty-five  seals  that 
got  away,  and  thinks  that  not  half-a-dozen  would  die. 

William  Be  Witt,  four  years'  experience  as  hunter,  says:  "  Very  few  seals  are  wounded.  Those 
badly  wounded  I  always  get,  while  those  so  lightly  wounded  that  they  escape  do  not  afterwards  die." 

Captain  Langhlin  McLean,  seven  years  master  of  a  sealing-schooner,  states  that  "there  are  very 
few  seals  indeed  that  are  wounded  badly  enough  to  die  afterwards.  A  seal  is  sometimes  stunned  and 
will  sink,  and  when  gaffed  and  brought  on  board  they  come  to  and  are  all  right,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
that  some  that  are  reported  lost  come  to  and  live." 

John  II  Haahe,  five  years'  experience — two  years  a  boat-puller,  three  years  a  hunter — says  he 
considers  himself  a  fair  average  seal-hunter,  and  is  sure  that  he  does  not  strike  many  seals  that  are 
wounded  and  afterwards  tlie ;  "in  fact,  there  are  very  few  such  instances." 

James  Shields,  six  years'  experience  as  hunter,  says:  "In  calm  weather  we  are  almost  certain  to 
get  a  wounded  seal,  but  when  the  weather  is  rough  and  the  seal  goes  to  windward,  one  is  sometimes 

lost,  when  the  boat  cannot  be  pulled  against  the  wind  and  sea,  but  very  few  are  lost  in  this  way 

When  a  seal  sinks  there  is  a  streak  of  blood  in  the  water  that  shows  it.  This  year  [1892]  I  got 
308  seals,  and  there  were  not  more  than  two  or  three  that  were  wounded  that  would  die  afterwards  of 
wounds.  I  have  noticed  that  a  wounded  seal  is  like  a  deer  and  some  other  animals,  it  gets  better 
after  being  shot,  and  often  when  you  think  one  is  to  be  surely  got,  it  revives  and  goes  away.  If  a  seal 
is  badly  wounded  I  consider  it  as  good  as  got,  for  it  either  gets  worse  or  better:  if  the  former,  we  are 
sure  of  it ;  if  the  latter,  he  will  get  away  and  get  well." 

Oscar  Scarf,  six  years  a  hunter,  says  :  "  I  generally  get  the  seals  I  wound,  and  if  a  seal  is  wounded 
lightly  he  gets  away;  if  badly  wounded  I  always  get  it.  Very  few,  if  any,  wounded  seals  that  escape 
afterwards  die." 

Frederick  W.  Strong,  four  years'  experience,  says  :  "  I  do  not  think  many  seals  I  wounded  escaped 
and  afterwards  died.  I  remember  only  one  or  two  instances  of  wounding  a  seal  and  it  escaping,  and 
these  were  slightly  wounded."     [Has  taken  930  seals.] 

Andrew  Mathison,  seven  years'  experience  as  a  hunter,  says:  "  Very  few  wounded  seals  die.  If 
badly  wounded  I  always  get  them ;  if  lightly  wounded  they  escape  and  easily  get  well." 

William  Shields,  who  has  gained  his  livelihood  for  the  past  seven  years  as  a  seal-hunter,  says :  "If 
a  seal  is  wounded  I  chase  him,  of  course,  for  as  long  a  time  as  possible,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  number  of 
seals  that  are  badly  enough  wounded  to  die  is  very  small  indeed.  I  know  that  if  they  are  not  badly 
enough  wounded  to  be  got  they  will  very  likely  live." 
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'.  s  A.  Williams,  five  wars  a  hunter,  thinks  that  very  few  wounded  seals  are  lost.     "You  can 
alwavs  tell  by  the  blood  in  the  water  whether  you  have  really  wounded  a  seal." 

Colin  Locke,  a  hunter  in  1892,  says  :  "  Very  few  seals  are  badly  wounded  that  afterwards  die  and 
are  lost [fa  seal  is  badly  struck  it  will  certainly  be  secured." 

/.'  U  Ramlose,  seven  years'  experience — five  as  hunter — says  that  "  very  few  escape  badly  wounded, 
as  when  wounded  we  chase  them  hard,  and,  if  they  are  at  all  badly  hurt,  are  sure  of  getting  them." 

Isaac  ffQuinn,  two  years  a  hunter,  got  160  seals  in  1891,  and  did  not  lose  any  byr  sinking ;  inlS9i 
he  took  210  seals  and  wounded  2  that  escaped  him. 

Captain  Rolert  McKiel,  who  has  been  master  of  sealing-vessels  since  1887,  says  "there  are  some 
seals  badly  wounded  that  die  afterwards,  but  the  number  is  very  small;  if  they  are  that  badly  wounded 
the  hunters  are  sine  to  get  them." 

Edvjard  Pratt  Miner,  many  years  a  hunter  and  sailing-master,  says:  "A  good  hunter 
wounds  very  tew  seals  he  does  not  get.  I  told  Captain  Lavender  [a  United  States'  Agent]  that  not 
more  than  1  seal  in  100  that  were  crippled  by  a  good  hunter  and  not  got  would  die  afterwards." 

Joseph  Hall, two  years'  experience,  got,  in  1891,96  seals,  and  in  1892,147  seals,  and  says:  "I 
wounded  some  seals — got  most  of  them,  and  those  that  escaped  were  not  wounded  badly." 

August  Reppen,  engaged  in  the  sealing  business  for  the  past  nine  years,  says  :  "  When  a  seal  is 
wounded  the  chances  are  ten  to  one  that  it  is  secured  by  the  hunters.  If  a  seal  is  wounded  it  is  chased 
until  it  is  secured.  I  have  chased  a  seal  for  half-an-hour,  after  I  had  wounded  it,  before  I 
secured  it."' 

Neil  Morrison,  one  year  a  boat-steerer,  and  four  a  hunter,  says:  "When  I  wound  a  seal  badly  I 
always,  in  fair  weather,  get  it  ;  if  slightly  wounded  it  will  escape,  and  no  doubt  get  well." 

Captain  Victor  Jacobsen,  eleven  years'  master  of  sealing-vessels,  and  hunting  every  year,  says : 
"Very  few  seals  are  so  badly  wounded  that  we  don't  get  them,  and  they  then  die  afterwards,  for  if  we 
don't  get  them  they  are  not  likely  to  be  badly  enough  wounded  to  die.  A  hunter  feels  worse  about 
losing  a  seal  he  has  killed  than  if  he  misses  fifty." 

John  Christian,  two  years'  experience,  thinks  a  few  seals  might  be  badly7  wounded  and  escape,  and 
that  a  few  of  them  might  die. 

Mat/hen-  MeGrath  took  124  skins  in  1892,  and  states  that  he  did  not  wound  more  than  five  or  six 
seals  badly  enough  to  cause  their  deaths  afterwards,  and  is  not  sure  that  any  so  wounded  would  die. 

Walter  Heay,  in  taking  this  year  168  seals,  did  not  wound  more  than  five,  "  some  of  which  may 
have  died." 

Edward  Cantillioji,  four  j'ears'  experience  as  hunter,  says:  "When  a  seal  is  wounded  I  always 
chase  it  until  there'  is  no  hope  of  getting  it,  and  I  do  not  think  there  are  many  wounded  that  get  away 
and  die  afterwards." 

Charles  0.  Burns  says  that  in  1892  he  got  nearly  all  the  seals  he  wounded — about  ten.  "  Those 
that  got  away  were  slightly  wounded,  and  got  off  to  windward." 

James  McEac  says  that  in  1892  he  wounded  twelve  or  fifteen  seals  that  escaped,  some  of  which 
might  have  died  of  their  wounds. 

Luke  MeGrath  says  that  he  wounded  not  more  than  ten  seals  that  escaped  when  taking  191. 
They  were  not  badly  wounded,  and  he  believes  all  lived. 

Joseph  Brown,  five  years  a  boat-steerer,  says  :  "  The  hunters  I  was  with  lost  very  few  wounded 
seals." 

Charles  Francis  says  that  in  1890  he  wounded  a  few  seals,  but  got  most  of  them  afterwards  by 
chasing  them. 

John  Figuera  thinks  he  wounded  six  or  seven  in  1891,  but  they  got  away  altogether. 

William  F.  Roland  says  that  he  wounds  a  few  seals  that  escape,  but  alwavs  gets  those  that  are 
badly  wounded,  and  that  there  was  little  danger  of  those  that  escaped  dying  of  their  wounds. 

A.  il'.  Roland  says  that  very  few  seals  that  are  badly  wounded  escape  ;  they  are  followed  up,  and 
a  second  shot  kills  them.     Those  that  escape  are  wounded  very  little,  and  soon  get  well. 
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John  Matthews  stud's  that  in  1892  he  wounded  n  few  seals,  but  got  most  of  them. 

Niels  Bonde  was  one  year  boat-steerer,  for  a  good  hunter  part  of  the  time,  and  part  of  the  time  fo 
a  pom-  hunter.     "The  poor  hunter  missed  ahout  half  of  those  he  fired  at ;  he  wounded  a  few." 

Andrew  MeGarva,  five  years'  experience,  says :  "Not  more  than  1  in  50  seals  are  wounded  so 
thai  they  will  die  afterwards.  It  is  easy  to  tell  when  a  seal  is  wounded  by  the  blood,  and  it  and  the 
bubbles  show  where  it  went  down." 

Robert  S.  Findley  says:  "There  are  very  few  seals  that  are  wounded  badly  and  not  got,  for  when 
I  see  that  a  seal  is  wounded  I  follow  it.  if  possible,  until  it  tires  out." 

Thomas  Garner  slates  that  very  few  seals  that  escape  are  badly  enough  wounded  to  die. 

John  Kraft  says  that  when  seals  are  badly  wounded,  severely  enough  to  die  afterwards,  they 
generally  get  them — nearly  always. 

Frank  G.  Warrington  states  that  there  are  very  few  seals  that  are  badly  wounded  and  escape,  for 
when  a  seal  is  wounded  it  is  followed,  and  soon  caught  if  it  is  badly  wounded. 

G.  C.  Gerow,  five  years'  experience.  There  are  not  many  wounded  seals  net  away  and  die,  "for  if 
a  seal  is  not  badly  wounded  it  will  get  away  and  live.     If  badly  wounded  it  will  be  certainly  got." 

Robert  Hope  believes  that  if  a  seal  is  not  badly  enough  wounded  to  be  caught  there  is  no  danger 
of  it  dying  afterwards.  "If  a  seal  is  badly  wounded  we  are  surer  of  getting  it  than  if  it  is  killed 
at  once." 

Abner  Sinclair  thinks  that  in  taking  86  seals  he  wounded  8  or  9  that  got  away — "not  more 
than  that,      f  don't  think  any  of  them  were  badly  enough  wounded  to  die." 

Will  in  m  Edwards  says:  "If  a  seal  is  wounded,  but  not  badly  enough  for  us  to  get  it,  I  don't 
think  it  will  die." 

George  F.  French,  three  years'  experience,  says:  "I  do  not  think  many  are  wounded  and  afterwards 
die.  If  a  seal  is  badly  wounded  we  are  almost  certain  to  get  it.  It  is  eas\  to  tell  when  a  sealhas  been 
wounded  by  the  blood  in  the  water;  a  few  drops  will  colour  it  for  a  long  distance  around." 

Wallace  M.  Christian,  one  year's  experience,  says  of  1892:  "I  don't  think  I  wounded  more  than 
three  or  four  that  I  did  not  get;  one  or  two  of  these  might  have  been  badly  enough  wounded 
to  die." 

Peter  Jolibis,  three  years' experience  as  hunter,  says:  "Very  few  wounded  seals  escape  and  die. 
for  if  at  all  badly  wounded  we  are  sure  to  get  them.  When  a  seal  is  shot  we  always  chase  it,  and  if  it 
is  bleeding  it  soon  tires  out,  ami  is  easily  got." 

Thomas  O'lrnri/,  ten  years'  experience,  took  -40  seals  in  189,1,  and  wounded  not  more  than 
15  that  got  away.     He,  killed  139  before  18th  June  in  1892;  not  more  than  7  were  wounded  and  got 

away. 

Liike  MrCrmr  says  of  1892 :  "  Seals  were  very  wild  this  year,  and  I  shot  at  them  at  long  range. 
I  think  I  wounded  ten,  but  I  don't  think  that  any  of  these  would  die.'' 

Captain  Henri/  F.  Sieward,  five  years'  experience  as  master  of  sealing-vessels,  says :  "  The  per- 
centage of  seals  that  are  wounded  and  escape  is  very  small.'' 

Peter  Cur/-*",/,  four  years'  experience,  says:  "An  old  hunter  will  usually  get  the  seal  he  shoots  at, 
particularly  if  he  only  wounds  him. 

Daniel  A.  Lewis,  four  years'  experience,  says  :  "  If  a.  man  has  a  light  boat  he  ought  never  to  lose 

a  seal,  for  if  a  seal  is  crippled  and  can  keep  away  from  me  he  will  live A  mortally  wounded 

seal  does  not  often  get  away." 
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V. — Statements  respecting  the  Com  position  of  (he  Catch  made  hi/  various  Pelagic  Sealers 
in  relation  to  the  proportion/lie  Number  of  Males  and  Females,  Sfc. 

John  Townsend,  three  years  a  seal- hunter,  secured  on  the  const  ami  in  Behring  Sea  about  as 
many  female  seals  as  male  seals. 

Charles  Le  Blanc,  five  years  experience,  states  thai  "this  year  [1892]  I  got  more  females  than  males 
on  the  coast,  and  <>n  the  Asiat  tc  side  about  equal  numbers  of  each.  More  than  half  the  females  I  got 
on  the  coast  were  with  young.  On  the  Asiatic  side  from  one-quarter  to  one-half  the  females  I  got 
were  in  milk.     1  got  a  good  many  barren  cows  both  on  the  coast  and  on  the  Asiatic  side." 

Captain  Abel  Douglas,  eight  years' experience, states  that  when  he  first  began  sealing  more  females 
were  taken  than  males,  but  that  now  more  males  are  got,  "The  last  two  years  we  have  taken  a  ureal 
many  young  males  from  2  to  -I  years  old."  Captain  Douglas  has  sealed  four  seasons  in  Behring 
Sea.  and  last  yesr  (1891)  found  the  seals  about  equally  divided  there,  but  before  that  he  thinks  there 
were  more  females  than  males.      He  has  seen  a  great  many  barren  females. 

George  Roberts,  four  years  a  seal-hunter,  took  more  males  than  females  on  the  coast  in  1892^ 
Three  seals  out  of  five  were  males,  " about  one-halt'  the  females  I  got  were  in  pup,  the  other  half 
barren  cows  and  young  females.  I  have  always  found  it  harder  to  yet  female  seals  than  males, 
especially  cows  carrying  pups.     They  are  very  watchful,  and  seem  to  be  always  on  the  alert." 

Matthcio  Ryan,  ten  years'  experience,  took  about  as  many  females  as  males  in  1892;  on  the 
Asiatic  side  more,  males  than  females.  Of  500  seals  taken  there,  not  over  100  were  females.  "In 
Behring  Sea — American  sid< — last  year  [1801]  we  got,  1  think,  more  males  than  females — certainly 
not  more  females  than  males." 

Captain  II.  0.  Lavender,  live  years'  experience,  got  on  the  coast  in  1892  over  one-third  of  his  catch 
in  (email's,  less  than  half  of  which  were  barren  cows  ;  he  found  it  the  same  other  years.  He  further 
says:  "  1  have  been  thn  e  seasons  in  Behring  Sea.  When  on  the  sealing-grounds  nearest  the  islands  I 
got  mostly  females,  but  further  out  they  were  mostly  males." 

Thorwal  MatJumon,  boat-steerer  in  1891,  thinks  that  three  out  of  live  of  the  seals  taken  are 
females. 

J.  S.  F<t n ning  killed,  while  50  miles  off  Mount  St.  Elias  in  1892,  158  seals,  of  which  not  more  than 
8  were  females,  and  the  other  hunters  on  same  schooner  had  the  same  experience. 

Abraham  Billard,  two  years'  experience,  stales  that  about  one-half  his  coast  catch  were  females, 
and  that  about  one-fourth  ot  these  were  in  pup. 

George  I)i*h<>>i\  six  years'  experience  as  hunter,  states  that,  in  189:!,  he  took  more  males  than  ever 
before;  more  than  half  his  catch  were  males.     "All  the  hunters  on  the  '  Umbrina '  got  more  males 
than  females.     In  previous  years  1  got  a  little  over  half  of  my  catch  in  females,  but  very  little  over, 
^  and  the  other  hunters  on  the  vessels  I  was  on  about  the  same  proportion."     He  has  sealed  three  years 

in  Behring  Sea,  and  thinks  his  catch    there  was  about  half  females.     "  Cows  in  young  are  very  uneasy, 
and  hard  to  get.'' 

Otto  Bvchholz,  three  years'  experience, states  that,  on  the  American  coast.he  got  more  females  than 
males.  "  Cows  with  young  in  them  are  very  hard  to  get  at.  They  are  generally  on  the  watch,  and 
make  away  as  soon  as  the  boat  comes  near." 

Fat/lit  Starrat,  a  hunter  with  three  years'  experience,  thinks  there  are  more  females  than  males 

among  the  seals. 

Captain  William  O'Leary,  seven  years'  experience  states  that  both  his  coast  and  Behring  Sea 
catches  have  always  been  composed  ot  about  equal  umnbeis  of  males  and  females. 

frank  Campbell,  in  ISO:.',  got  more  females  than  males  ;  among  them  were  twenty  to  twenty-five 
barren  females  [total  catch,  sixty-five]. 

Joseph  Brown,  in  1892,  got  more  females  than  ma 

Captain  Alfred  11.  Bissett,  three  years'  experience,  states  that,  in  1891,  80  per  cent,  were  young 
males.  In  1892  his  catch  was  about  half  females  on  the  mast.  His  hunters  got  568  seals  on  the 
coast;  "the)  saved  about  all  die  sLms  of  the  pups  that  were  taken  from  the  cows  killed,  and  had 
about  30  of  them.      Of  the  568  seals  I  am  sure  there  were  not  more  thau  70  or  80  cows  in  pup. 
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Herman  /?.  Smith,  twelve  years'  experience,  says  that  "on  the  Vancouver  roast,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  season,  about  onerhalf  of  the  seals  got  are  females,  about  one-halt'  of  which  are  with  pup.  As 
the  season  grows,  fewer  females  are  got,  and  of  those  got  a  smaller  proportion  are  in  pup." 

William  Ik  Will,  a  hunter  for  the  last  four  years,  states  that  a  little  mere  than  one-half  of  those 
taken  on  the  coast  were  females.      On  the  coast  over  half  the  females  were  m  pup. 

William  G.  Goud-ie,  five  years'  experience  as  seal-hunter,  says :  "This  year  the  majority  of  the 
seals  we  got  on  the  coast  were  bulls.  Out  of  2,040  seals  caught  en  the  coast,  about  l,5l)0  were  hulls 
from  2  to  4  years  eld."  About  half  the  females  1  got  mi  the  coast  were  in  pup,  the  other  half  barren 
cows  ami  young  females.  On  the  Russian  side  a  little  mere  than  half  were  females — none  in  pup — a 
n-ry   feu    in   milk,     lias  hunted  ban-  years   in   Behring  Sea,  and  thinks   that,  taking   all   the  years 

together,  al t    one-half  the  seals  taken  were  females,     lie   further  says:  "Cows  with  young  are 

hardest  to  gel  at.  especially  in  May  and  June.     They  are  then  wilder,  and  more  on  the  watch." 

Captain  Laughlin  McLean,  seven  years'  experience,  says:  "Outside  Behring  Sea  my  experience 
has  been  that  there  are  more  males  than  females  taken — very  many  more.  In  Behring  Sea  we  rind 
more  females  than  on  the  coast,  but  not  nearly  so  many  females  as  males." 

John  If.  llaake  says  that  the  total  catch  of  the  schooner  "Walter  A.  Earle,"  on  which  he  was  a 
hunter  in  1892,  was  1,325  seals,  of  which  the  greater  portion  were  males. 

James  Shields,  fur  six  years  a  seal-hunter,  says:  "I  never  kept  count  of  the  proportion  of  males 
and  female.')  taken,  but  of  the  larger  seals  there  are  more  females  than  males,  I  think  ;  of  the  smaller 
seal-  the]!'  are  more  males  than  females  ;  this  is  on  the  coast.  A  good  deal  depends  on  where  you  are 
in  Behring  Sea  in  connection  with  the  sex  of  the  seal ;  my  own  experience  is  I  have  taken  more  males 
than  females.     (_'ows  with  young  are  wilder  than  others." 

George  F.  French,  three  years'  experience,  says :  "Of  the  seals  I  got  on  the  coast  the  males  and 
females  were  about  equal  in  number;  the  further  north  I  got,  the  larger  proportion  of  males  1  not.  Of 
the  females,  about  25  per  cent,  would  be  with  young— the  remainder  barren  cows  and  young 
females. 

Oscar  Scarf  says :  "I  have  hunted  live  years  in  Behring  Sea,  and  got  the  sexes  in  about  equal 
numbers,  and  it  has  been  the  same  on  the  coast.  Every  year  1  got  barren  cows.  Pregnant  seals  are 
much  more  watchful  and  alert  than  other  seals." 

Frederick  W.  Strong  has  sealed  lour  years,  and  thinks  that  about  two-thirds  of  his  coast  catch 
were  females,  about  half  of  which  were  with  pup. 

Andrew  Mathison,  seven  years'  experience,  states  that  more  than  half  the  seals  be  got  on  tbe  coast 
each  year  were  females.     Most  of  these  were  young  females  and  banen  cows.     About  one-quarter  of 

the  females  would  be  with  pup.  "Cow  seals  with  pup  are  ver\  uneasy,  easily  disturbed,  ami  hard  to 
get,  and  this  is  more  so  as  the  season  gets  later.  The  females  are  then  travelling  nearly  all  the 
time." 

William  Shiels  has  earned  his  livelihood  for  the  past  seven  years  as  a  seal-hunter.  He  lias  hunted 
in  Beln in-  Sea  five  years.  He  thinks  that  both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  he  has  killed  a  few 
more  females  than  males,  but  in  1892  about  two-thirds  of  his  catch  were  males,  and  this  was  tbe  expe- 
rience of  all  the  hunters  on  the  "  E.  B.  Marvin." 

C.  A.  Williams,  five  years'  experience  as  hunter,  found  the  sexes  in  189.2  about  equally  divided, 
but  in  l.S'.il  and  1889  his  catch  was  nearly  all  bulls.  On  the  Asiatic  side  he  found  the  seals  about 
equally  divided  as  regards  sex.     Cows  in  pup  are  wilder  than  the  others. 

Colin  Locke,  hunter,  says  :  "  Our  coast  catch  was  about  equally  divided  as  to  sex,  and  the  catch 
on  the  other  [Asiatic]  side  was  also  about  equally  divided.  I  killed  more  bulls  than  cows  on  the 
coast,  and  1  got  a  lew  more  cows  on  the  other  side  than  1  did  bulls.  ' 

Kmil  Ramlose,  seven  years'  experience,  says  that  before  1892  he  killed  more  females  than  males, 
but  in  1892  he  took  more  mahs,  in  proportion,  than  ever  before. 

Captain  Ernest  Lorenz,  three  years'  experience,  was  in  Behring  Sea  in  1890  and  1891.  In  one 
day  in  L890  (11th  August)  his  hunters  got  130  seals,  of  which  about  100  were  nudes — small  bulls. 
This  was  in  north  latitude  55°  6',  and  west  longitude  109°  1'.  In  1891  lie  thinks  be  took  more  females 
than  males,  but  did  not  keep  count. 

Captain  Theodor  Magnesen,  four  years'  experience  as  master  and  navigator,  thinks  that  in  Bebring 
Sea  nioie  females  than  males  are  got,  but  that  on  the  Russian  side  tbe  sexes  were  about  equal  in 
number.  On  the  coast  took  more  males  than  females.  "  The  hist  three  years  I  had  over  1,000  skins 
for  my  coast  catch  i  ach  year,  and  two-thiids  of  them  were  males.  .  .  .  Eemales  are  getting  wilder  and 
harder  to  yet — besides,  they  keep  travelling." 
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Captain  Watt-worth  E.  Baker,  five  years  master  of  sealing-vessels,  says  :  "  Along  the  coast,  in  my 
catch  fclii  i    uid  lasl        u    I  gol  ab  nit  25  per  cent,  oi  cows.     1  used  to  yet  more  than  this,  but  the 

cows  are  wilder  bow." 

Tsaat  (fQuinn,  two  years'  experience,  says  that  of  76  seals  taken  on  the  coasl  in  1S91  not  more 
than  25  were  females,  and  of  210  seals  taken  in  1892  not  more  than  40  were  females.  On  Copper 
[sland  side,  in  1893  and  L892,  his  catch  and  that  of  the  other  hunters  with  him  was  mostly  bulls ;  not 

in  ire  than  6  in  100  were  females "  Pregnant  i         are  generally  harder  to  get  than  other  seals. 

They  are  more  restless,  and  don't  sleep  as  well  as  the  bulls." 

tain  Robert  U.  McKiel  females  than  males  every  year,  but  that  in  1892  there 

were  more  bulls  in  proportion  to  the  females  than  in  other  years.  "We  get  more  bulls  with  the 
cows  the  further  north  we  go.  Last  year  and  this  year  I  found  more  males  in  proportion  to  the 
females  on  the  Russian  side  than  I  had  found  on  the  American  side  of  the  Pacific." 

■fniii  Edward  P.  Miner  thinks  thai  about  40  per  cent,  of  the  seals  taken  on  the  coast,  and  about 
about  60  per  cent,  of  those  taken  in  Behring  Sea,  are  females. 

Captain  diaries  I  '  master  of  the  sealing-schooner  "Umbrina"  in  1891-92, states  that  the 

principal  part  of  his  catch  was  young  males;  there  were  more  of  them  than  of  females. 

Captain  <!<  >rr/e  Macdonald,  six  years'  experience,  five  as  sailing  master,  says  that  as  a  rule  more 
females  than  males  are  caught  on  the  eoasts  but  that  in  Behring  Sea  about  equal  numbers  of  each  sex 
are  taken. 

William Fewings,  six  years'  experience,  thinks  that  about  the  same  numbers  of  males  and  females 
are  taken. 

David  Laing,  of  many  velars'  experience,  thinks  that  on  the  coast  more  females  than  males  are 
taken,  but  that  in  Behring  Sea,  both  sides,  there  are  more  males  than  females  taken. 

■  Thomas  H.  Brown,  seal-hunting  five  years,  has  always  taken  along  the  coast  more  males  than 
females,  and  has  found  the  sexes  about  equal  in  Behring  Sea.  "  Females  are  much  harder  to  yet  than 
males." 

John  Morris,  five  years'  experience  as  mate  and  master,  says  :  "  There  is  no  getting  out  of  the  fact 
that  there  are  more  males  taken  than  females." 

Neil  Morrison,  five  years' experience,  says  :  "In  1886  my  catch  was  about  two-thirds  hulls;  no 
cows  in  ]m|i,  some  in  milk,  and  some  barren  cows.  In  1891  about  half  his  catch  on  the  coast  (111)) 
were  females,  and  of  these  not  over  JJ0  were  in  pup.  In  1892,  of  202  seals  taken,  about  65,  or 
one-third,  were  f em iles.     They  were  about  half  in  pup  and  half  barren  and  young  females.     Ou  the 

Asiatic  side  in  1891  and  1892  about  half  his  catch  were  females. 

Henry  S.  Browne,  five  vears'  experience  in  North  Pacific,  states :  "We  secured  many  more  males 
than  females  this  year  [1892],  and  there  have  been  more  males  than  females  this  year,  but  there 
were  more  in  proportion  this  year  than  any  other." 

Captain  Victor  Jacobst  n's  experience  lias  been  that  about  three  out  of  live  seals  taken  on  the  coast 
and  in  Behring  Sea  are  females. 

Captain  Jatnes  W.  Todd,  master  of  sealing-schooners  every  year  but  one  since  1886,  remembers 
no  year  in  which  he  took  more  females  than  males  on  the  ooast.  "  Most  of  the  females  would  be  in 
pup,  a  number  barren,  the  balance  being  young  females."  In  Behring  Sea  he  got  rather  more  than 
half  females." 

John  Christian,  two  years'  experience  as  hunter,  got  on  the  American  coast  about  equal  numbers 
of  males  and  females,  and  rather  more  females  than  males  on  the  Asiatic  side.  "  Cows  with  young 
are  more  on  the  watch  than  others,  and  much  harder  to  get ;  in  fact,  all  females  are  harder  to  get 
than  males." 

Matthew  McGrath,  one  year's  experience  as  hunter,  thinks  that  more  than  half  the  seals  he  took, 
both  on  the  American  coast  and  on  the  Asiatic  side,  were  females. 

Walter  Weary,  six  years'  experience  as  boat-steerer  and  hunter,  says:  "My  catch  this  year 
was  over  two-thirds  young  bulls,  about  25  to  30  barren  cows  [total  catch  168],  the  rest  with 
young.  The  hunters  I  was  with  in  former  years  got  about  that  number  of  barren  cows.  They 
generally  'travel  with  young  bulls.  .  .  .  Pregnant  females  are  not  so  easy  to  get  as  other  seals,  they  don't 
sleep  good  ;  seem  always  awake  and  watching." 

Josaph  Beckingham,  two  years  a  boat-steerer,  states  that  from  the  seals  he  has  seen^  he  would 
say  that  there  are  about  as  many  females  taken  as  males,  but  not  more. 
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Captain  ttiram  />'.  Jones,  five  years'  experience,  thinks  that  both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea 
ilic  vneSseis  he  has  been  on  took  more  females  than  males,  but  he  never  paid  much  attention  to  the 
matter.  "  I  have  noticed  thai  pregnant  seals  are  very  wild,  and  much  more  on  the  alert  than  male 
seals,  and  the  later  in  the  season  it  is  the  wilder  they  are." 

Captain  Edward  Cantillion,  four  years'  experience,  says:  "Until  this  year  my  coast  catch 
contained  more  females  than  males,  but  this  year  there  were  a  great  many  more  males  than  females. 
In  Behring  Sea  my  catch  always  contained  more  females  than  males." 

Charles  Peters  found  more  females  than  males  in  both  1.891  and  1S92. 

Henry  Paxton,  thirteen  years' experience,  says :  "Last  year  [1891]  in  Behring  Sea  my  hunters 
got  330  seals.  Most  of  these  were  young  bulls.  This  year  on  the  coast  they  got  139,  and  there  were 
only  about  20  females  in  the  lot," 

George  Heater,  master  mariner,  says:  "In  1891  the  '  Rosie  Olsen '  got  about  300  seals  on  the 
coast.  A  large  majority  of  these  were  young  bulls.  This  year  the  '  Ainoko '  got  750  seals  on  the 
coast,  aboul  one-third  rows;  most  of  the  old  cows  were  in  pup.  but  some  were  barren.  ...  In  1890  1 
was  in  Behring  Sea  a  full  season  on  the  '  Sapphire  :'  the  greater  part  of  her  catch  in  the  Sea  that  year 
was  males." 

Alfred  J.  Bertram,  six  years'  experience,  says  that  both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  he  has 
found  the  seals  about  equally  divided  as  to  sex. 

Albert  McGarva,  five  years'  experience,  says  :  "  This  year  [1892]  I  took  a  great  many  more  males 
than  females  :  the  year  before  they  were  in  about  ecpial  numbers,  and  the  year  before  that  I  took  more 
females  than  males.     The  males  are  more  easily  got  than  females." 

Robert  Findlay,f out  years' experience,  states  that  "in  former  years  we  got  on  the  coast  more 
females  than  males,  I  think,  but  this  year  there  were  most  males.  One  day  this  year  we  got  over 
100  seals,  nearly  all  of  them  being  males." 

John  Km  ft.  eight  years'  experience,  thinks  about  half  the  seals  taken  by  him  are  females.  Cows 
with  young  in  them  are  more  on  the  look-out  than  others. 

Frank  G.  Warrington,  si's,  years' experience,  says  that  his  experience  has  been  that  more  females 
than  males  are  killed  both  on  the  coast  and  m  Behring  Sea. 

G.  E.  Miner,  six  years'  experience,  says  that,  as  a  rule,  he  kills  more  females  than  males,  but  that 
in  1892  but  10  per  cent,  of  his  catch  were  females. 

J.  D.  Warren  says  that  a  little  over  half  his  coast  catch  were  females.  Of  the  females,  not  over 
half  were  in  pup,  and  in  some  years  less  than  half.  The  remainder  of  the  females  were  young  seals 
and  barren  cows.     In  Behring  Sea  the  proportion  of  females  was  about  the  same. 

Charles  Otis  Burns  was  a  boat-steerer  in  1891,  and  says  the  boat  he  was  in  took  about  Half 
females,  certainly  not  more  :  about  two-thirds  of  the  cows  were  in  pup  on  the  coast,  and  there  were  a 
number  of  barren  cows  and  young  ones.  In  1892  he  was  a  hunter,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  his  upper 
coast  catch  were  bulls  ;  about  one-half  the  females  were  with  pup.  A  good  many  barren  cows  were 
also  got. 

Micajah  Pichiey  says  that  in  1891  less  than  half  the  catch  of  the  vessel  he  was  on  were  females, 
and  that  in  1892  there  were  very  few  females  among  152  seals  taken  on  the  coast — not  one-fourth. 
In  1892  he  sealed  in  Behring  Sea,  and  took  420  seals  between  80  and  150  miles  from  Pribyloff  Islands. 
All  the  seals,  except  about  sixty,  were  skinned  on  board.  "  About  one-fourth  were  females ;  uone  of 
these  were  with  young  or  in  milk.  They  had  had  their  pups,  and  the  milk  had  dried  up.  ...  I 
saw  them  come  on  board,  counted  them,  and  have  a  clear  memory  of  the  fact  that  there  were  no 
females  in  pup  and  none  in  milk.  Nearly  the  whole  catch  were  bulls,  principally  '  middlings '  and 
small  bulls." 

W.  0.  Huglies  states  that  in  1891  half  his  coast  catch  were  females,  of  which  one-half  were  in 
pup.  In  Behring  Sea  about  half  his  catch  were  females,  of  which  about  one-third  showed  milk.  Not 
more  than  10  per  cent,  of  his  coast  catch  in  1892  were  females,  and  less  than  half  of  them  were  in  pup 

James  Meliac  says  that  about  half  the  seals  he  got  on  the  coast  in  1892  were  females,  of  which 
four  or  five  were  cows  in  pup. 

Joseph  Brown  says  that  not  more  than  one-half  the  seals  he  got  on  the  coast  in  1892  were  females. 
During  the  three  seasons  he  sealed  in  Behring  Sea  his  catch  was  composed  of  about  half  males  and 
half  females.  "  Early  in  the  season,  about  the  1st  to  15th  July,  we  got  a  few  cows  n  pup,  and  after 
that  some  in  milk,  but  as  the  season  grew  later  very  few  of  these  were  got."  Barren  cows  were  got 
every  year. 

[118]  F 
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Jar,  •-  Siteman  says  that  in  1-888  and  1889  on  the  coast  about  half  the  seals  bis  vessel  took  were 
les,  mostly  in  pup;  in    L890  the   catch  of  the  vessel  he  was  on  was  nearly  all  males,  the  females 
being  mostly  rid   barren  cows.     In  1892  the  catch  of  his  vessel  was  about  three-fifths  males, 

and  nearly  all  the  rest  were  barren  cows.  ...  In  Behring  Sea  each  season  about  half  the  catch  were 
females  ;  probablj  two-thirds  of  these  breeding  cows  showing  milk,  sometimes  only  a  trace  nearly  dried 
up,  others  with  a  good  supply. 

William  Hermann  says  that,  as  a  rule,  there  are  more  females  than  males  in  his  catches 

n    <■'...        -  tes  that  the  catches  of  the  vessels  he  has  been   on  had,  between  San 

Francisco  and   Behring  Sea,  been  about  half  males  and  half  females;    about  two-thirds  the  cows 

■  ant.     In  Behring  Sea  his  catches  have  been  about  half  males  and  half  females.     In  Behring  Sea 

the  '  a  are  for  the  mosl  part  in  milk. but  he  lias  killeil  many  in  which  the  milk  was  just  about 

dried. 

Wester  slates  that  about  60  per  cent,  of  his  catches  along  chi ist  would  be  females,  and 

in  Behring  Sea  about  half.     From  20  to  25  per  cent,  of  the  females  taken  were  barren. 

Captain  Charles  Lutjens  states  that  about  four-fifths  of  his  catches,  both  on  the  coast  and  in 
Behring  Sea.  hare  been  females. 

thinks  that  about  60  per  cent,  of  his  catch,  both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring 
Sea,  are  females.  About  two-thirds  the  cows  on  the  coast  are  carrying  young,  and  about  the  same 
proportion  in  Behring  Sea  are  in  milk,  be  thinks.  Has  killed  cows  in  Behring  Sea  early  in  July,  and 
found  the  milk  dry  and  yellow. 

Milton  Scott  for  the  last  two  years  has  taken  more  males  than  females  along  the  coast,  and  in 
Behring  Sea  about  half  and  half  as  regards  sexes;  of  300  cows  taken  along  the  coast  in  L892,  not 
more  than  100  were  pregnant. 

Captain  J.  E.  Worth  says:  "Along  the  coast,  in  1890,  70  per  cent,  were  females,  and  the  next 
year  about  the  same.     This  year,  however,  they  were  divided  about  half  and  half.     In  Behring  Sea 

the  majority  taken  were  hulls When  going  north  to  the  islands  there  seems  to  be  more  males 

among  the  seals  the  further  north  we  go." 

0  wrles  Francis  says  that  his  catches,  both  on  the  coast  and  in   Behring  Sea,,  contain  about  half 

females. 

C  '  !  Kecft  says  that  of  190  seals  taken  on  the  coast   in    1892  nearly  all  were  young 

hulls:  "very  few  cows  me  with  pup."     In   1889  and   1890  by  far  the  larger  percentage  of  the 

catch  were  males.     He  never  has  go1  mine  females  than  males.     On  the  coast  about  20  in  100  females 
are  in  pup.     He  was  in  Behring  Sea  in  1890,  and  two-fifths  of  his  catch  were  females  ;  none  in  pup; 
none  with  a   supply  of  milk,  but   a   good   many  showing   milk  dried  up      In    1891    nearly   half  his 
li  in  Behring  Sea  wer ws,  most  of  them  -in. win-  dried  milk  in  their  breasts. 

J  tys  thai  this  year  [1892]  his  catch  was  nearly  all  hulls.     "None  of  the  females  1 

got  were  with  pup."     In  previous  years  less  than  half  his  catch  were  females.     1m  Behring  Sea  the 
igger  half  of  his  catch  were  females.     Early  in   the  season  "some  of  the  females  would  he  in  milk, 
but  later  on  the  milk  would  he  dried  up." 

Jol  -i    tes  thai  on  the  coast   his  catch  was  pretty  well  divided  as  to  males  and  females 

He  was  in  Behring  Sea  in  1887  and  1891,  hut  never  got  any  cows  there. 

C.  K.  Mockler  thinks  that  as  a  rule  mole  cows  than  hull-  .  re  g<  *.     About  two-thirds  of 
the  cows  taken  on  the  coast  were  pregnant. 

Lee  -J.  Tliiers  stab  that  in  the  first  of  the  season  he  has  taken  along  the  coast  more  females  than 
males,  hut  that  later  on  along  the  Southern  Alaskan  coast  he  gets  more  hull.-  that      o 

'•■  ■■  '  ;;  .  ■'.  sayS  that  in  1890  more  than  half  his  coast  catch  were  hulls;  about  half  the  females 
were  with  pup.  In  Behring  Sea  in  1890  and  1891  about  two-thuds  the  seals  he  got  were  females,  a 
few  in  milk.  In  1891  his  coast  catch  were  about  half  female-,  of  which  about  half  were  with  pup. 
In  1892  four-fifths  of  his  coast  catch  were  bulls,  and  of  the  females  not  more  than  half  were 
in  pup. 

(J Lear  Shajter  has  found  that  both  on  the  coast   and  in  Behring  Sea  more  females  than 
males  are  tak 

/'.  Carlson  says  that  along  the   coast  more  females  are  got  than  males,  and  that 
they  ate  mostly  carrying  young. 

thinks  that  along  this  coast  more  females  than  males  are  got.      In  Behring  Sea 
about  half  and  half. 
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William  Conners  thinks  that  more  than  half  the  seals  taken  along  the  coast  are  females 

P.  E.  Pi/,, so, i  says  that  along  the  coast  his  experience  is  that  about  half  the  seals  taken  are 
females  and  half   males. 

If.  J.  Lund  says  that  about  (35  per  cent,  of  his  catch  on  the  coast  are  females. 

James  Ford,  two  years'  experience,  states  that  on  the  coast,  he  has  taken  more  males  than  females; 
fully  half  the  cows  taken  were  neither  carrying  pups  nor  in  milk. 

James  W.  Crevj  thinks  he  gets  more  females  than  males,  and  would  place  the  number  of  females 
at  60  to  70  per  cent.  Most  of  the  rows  he  has  taken  on  the  coast  were  carrying  pup,  but  he  has 
taken  a  great  many  barren  cows.  In  Behring  Sea  he  thinks  the  greater  part  of  the  cows  got  are 
in  milk. 

William  F.  Roland  says  that  about  one-third  of  his  catch  on  the  coast  are  females,  but  that  in 
1892  he  got  less  females  than  in  either  of  the  two  previous  years.  His  catch  in  1892  was  mostly 
young  bulls.  In  Behring  Sea  in  1890  and  1891  his  catch  was  about  half  females,  of  which  "more 
than  half   were   in  milk  in    varying  quantities,  from  a  good  supply  to    a  few  drops  in  cows  about 

dried  up." 

Arthur  IV.  Roland  says  that  both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  in  1801  about  half  his  catch 
was  females,  and  about  half  the  females  were  in  pup.  After  the  1st  August  in  Behring  Sea  the  cows 
were  all  dried  up.     In  1802  his  catch  on  the  coast  was  about  one-third  females. 

John  Matthews  is  of  the  opinion  that  on  the  coast  about  half  his  catch  were  females.  Not  more 
than  one  in  five  seals  taken  were  females  with  pup.  In  Behring  Sea  at  least  five  out  of  six  seals  taken 
were  males,  a  few  cows  in  milk,  some  of  them  nearly  all  dried  up. 

Andreio  McKeil  says  that  in  1801  about  three  out  of  five  of  the  seals  taken  on  the  coast  were 
females,  and  that  alter  the  1st  August  milch  cows  began  to  disappear  in  Behring  Sea. 

G.  C.  Gerow,  live  years'  experience  as  hunter,  says  that  about  two-thirds  of  his  catch  on  the  coast 
and  in  Behring  Sea  were  females.     "  In  a  good  season's  catch  there  would  be  about  100  to  150  barren 

females.'' 

Captain  James  Gaudin  sealed  in  Behring  Sea  in  1887  between  the  20th  July  and  25th  August. 
He  says  that  the  seals  taken  by  him  were  chiefly  females,  "but  nearly  all  were  dry  as  if  they  had  had 
their  pups,  but  were  through  suckling  them." 

Charles  Blomqu-ist  was  boat-steerer  in  1891  in  one  of  the  boats  of  the  "  Sea  Lion,"  and  skinned 
nearly  all  the  seals  taken  by  the  hunter  he  was  with,  and  saw  the  others.  There  were  about  14  or  15 
females  among  the  140  seals  taken. 

Robert  Hope  was  a  boat-steerer  on  the  " Mascotte "  in  1801,  and  thinks  that  more  females  than 
males  were  caught,  but  no  record  was  kept. 

( 'aptain  William  Petit  says  :  "  I  have  not  got  more  than  130  females  out  of  about  660  seals  I  have 
taken  this  year.  Among  the  females  taken  this  year  were  a,  good  many  barren  females.  The  last 
day's  catch  was  four  barren  females  and  four  males."  [Declaration  nmde  16th  June].  "Among  the 
grey  pups  we  take  I  have  never  found  a  female.  I  have  been  examining  them  for  five  or  six  years, 
and  have  never  found  a  female." 

'  'aptain  C.  F.  Dillon  says  :  "  This  year  I  have  taken  more  females  than   males  ;  about  three-fifths 

of  my   catch   were  females There  were  a  great  many  barren   cows  among   the  seals  I  took 

this  year." 

Abner  Sinclair  declares  that  he  has  been  sealing  one  year,  and  that  about  half  the  seals  he  got 
were  mail's,  "a  few  more  than  half  perhaps."  He  noticed  two  barren  cows  among  the  eighty-six  seals 
he  got. 

William  EdvMrds,  two  years'  experience,  took  in  1892  about  as  many  males  as  females;  among 
the  13s  seals  he  got  there  were  few  barren  females. 

Maurice  Edwards,  two  years'  experience,  says  that  about  half  his  catch  in  1802  were  females  and 
half  males. 

George  F.  French,  three  years'  experience,  says:  "Out  of  the  143  seals  taken  by  me  this  year 
between  30  and  40  were  barren  ;  not  more  than  60  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  were  females;  more  than 
half  were  barren  cows.  I  have  been  examining  all  the  seals  taken  by  me  this  year.  I  think  the 
percentage  of  cows  to  bulls  and  barren  cows  to  those  in  pup  was  about  the  same  during  the  past  two 
years  as  it  was  this  year." 
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Peter  Jolib  i  three  years  experience,  says :  "Of  my  catch  this  year  [1892]  there  are  many  more 

males  than  females I  have  not  killed  more  than  thirty  females,     [don't   notice  any  difference 

in  the  proportion  of  males  to  females  along  the  coast,  bat  we  get  more  females  in  Behring  Sea  than 
outside.  I  think." 

Captain  master  mariner  and  hunter,  thinks  there  were  mote  females  than  males 

in  his  catch  both  in  1891  and  1892. 

two  years'  experience,  says  that  in  189]  more  than  half  his  catch  were  females:  in 
that  year  he  noticed  a  g I  many  barren  cows  among  those  taken. 

Finnic  Moi'eau,  six  years'  experience,  thinks  there  may  be  80  per  cent,  of  the  seals  taken  on  the 
coast  females,  and  of  the  females  perhaps  7-">  per  cent,  carry  pups,  and  in  Behring  Sea  about  the  same 
percentage  of  cows  are  in  milk. 

P.Carl found  on   the  coast  going  north  mostly  young  hulls,  hut  as  he  go1  towards  Cape  Cook 

he  found  more  cows.     "Our  catch  was  half  cows- -half  on  the  coast  as  regards  male  and  female." 

Peter  ffammel  thinks  he  gets  more  females  than  males,  "  perhaps  20  per  cent.  more.  1  haven't, 
found  a  big  lot  of  difference  in  the  numbers." 

James  Carthrat,  sealed  from  1883  to  1887,  says :  "In  my  recollection  I  got  more  females  than 
males  along  the  coast  ;  about  60  per  cent..  I  think,  would  be  about  the  average  run  of  females,  and  it 
would  run  about  the  same  in  Behring  Sea. 

Hit-hitte.  Commonly  called  -  Peter,"  states  that  off  San  Juan  they  have  always  got  more  females 
than  male-,  and  th.it  they  are  always  in  pup. 

Kas-ado,  commonly  called  " Tom,"  states  that  oil'  San  Juan  they  have  always  got   more  females 

than  males,  and  that  they  are  mostly  in  pup.  In  a  take  of  ten  about  six  would  be  females,  and  of  that 
six  three  would  be  cows  with  pup,  and  the  other  three  young  females,  and  of  the  males  two  would  be 
1  year  old  and  the  other  two  2  years  old.  Old  bulls  are  never  got  off  the  coast,  but  cows  that  are  not 
with  pup  sometimes  are.  A  great  number  of  grey  pups  are  got  some  seasons  ;  they  are  nearly  all 
males,  and  the  brown  pups  are  about  half  males  ami  half  females.     This  year  we  only  got   a   few   -rev 

pups 

In  Behring  Sea  we  always  get  more  young  bulls  than  cows.  About  half  the  cows  we  get  would 
be  in  milk,  the  other  half  being  females  and  cows  without  pups  in  them.  [Five  years'  sealing  in 
Behring  Sea.] 

Schoultwiek,  commonly  called  "Jinks,"  states  that  around  the  village  of  Ohiat,  Vancouver  Island, 
he  gets  more  females  than  males,  but  further  north  more  males  than  females.  iJoes  not  keep  a  record 
of  males  and  females  taken,  but  thinks  more  females  are  got  there  than  males,  and  lots  of  them  are 
old  ones  without  pups  :  sometimes  would  take  ten  seals,  and  find  no  females  with  pup,  and  sometimes 
would  take  ten,  of  which  four  would  be  in  pup  :  last  year  [1891]  got  a  great  many  grey  pups,  and  all 
grey  pups  are  males 

Clawaunaek,  So-y-uk,  Thompson,  Jack,  Too-tootch,  and  Jimmy  agrees  with  all  said  by  Schoultwiek. 

Claliapisum,  commonly  called  "Eared  Coon,''  of  the  village  of  Ohiat,  says  :  '  Along  this  coast  and 
in  this  Sound  [Barclay]  more  females  than  males  are  taken  ;  in  a  catch  of  ten  I  think  about  six  would 
be  females,  ami  about  four  would  be  carrying  young  :  the  males  are  mostly  young  bulls.  Farther  north 
we  get  more  bulls  than  here.     We  natives  keep'no  record  of  these  things.'' 

Hanaiswm  and  Cldhouto  heard  what  was  said  by  Claliapisum,  and  says  that  it  is  a  true  state- 
ment. 

Walter  Watt,  of  the  village  of  Alberni,  states  that  around  the  coast  [of  Vancouver  Island]  about 
ball'  the  catch,  perhaps  a  little  more,  are  females.  "  In  a  take  of  ten,  six  would  likely  be  females;  of 
these  six,  three  would  be  cows  with  pups  in  them,  and  the  rest  barren  cows  and  pups.  There  are 
very  few  old  bulls  got  on  the  coast:  the  males  are  mostly  young  bulls  of  1  and  2  years  old.  (let 
quite  a  few  barren  COWS.  ...  A  good  number  of  pups  are  got  ;  these  are  always  males  ;  not  so  many 
were  got  this  year  as  List." 

Cliileta,  commonly  called  "  Jack.''  says :  "  Along  the  coast  and  in  the  Sound  we  get  about  as  many 
females  as  male-.  Never  see  huge  bulls  till  we  get  up  as  far  as  Queen  Charlotte  Island."  Has  jot 
plenty  of  cows  carrying  no  pup  and  having  no  milk.  Fully  half  the  females  caught  on  this  coast  have 
pups  in  them." 

Oqnaghv,  or  "  <  lharlie,"  of  the  village  of  Numukamis.  says  :  "  Five  and  six  years  ago  we  used  to 
get  more  male  seals  than  females,  now  we  get  as  many  female.-  as  we  do  males.  Do  not  get  many  grey 
pups  now.  Fully  half  the  cows  we  get  have  pups  in  them,  the  rest  are  young  females  or  old  cows 
without  pups.  Do  nol  jet  many  old  bulls  on  the  coast,  but  we  get  more  of  them  the  farther  north  we 
go.     We  do  nut  get  many  old  cows  without  pups  in  them." 
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Kach-kach-ah,  or  "Peter,"  of  the  village  of  Sechart,  states  that  five  or  six  years  ago  he  took  more 
males  than  females,  but  that  now  about  the  same  number  of  each  is  taken. 

Shcinsh,  of  the  village  of  Sechart,  says  :  "  Generally,  hunting  along  the  coast,  we  get  of  males  and 
females  about  the  same,  but  this  year  I  got  more  males  than  females."  Most  of  the  males  were  about 
3  years  old.     "About  half  the  cows  would  have  pups  in  them,  and  the  others  would  be  young  cows." 

Clat-ka-koi,  or  "  Hilly,"  of  the  village  of  Sechart,  states  that  in  a  day  he  would  sometimes  get  six- 
males,  and  sometimes  six  females.  "Small  seals  are  mostly  young  bulls,  and  sometimes  in  a  day  we 
would  get  nothing  else.  I  have  seen  as  many  as  twenty-five  taken  in  a  day.  Some  years  we  get  a 
good  man)'  grey  pups,  and  other  years  they  are  scarce  ;  this  year  there  were  very  few." 

Kid- iu n a,  who  heard  all  that  was  said  by  Clat-ka-koi,  thinks  as  he  does  about  the  seals. 

Click-la-hovrto,  or  "  Joe,"  of  the  village  of  Alberni,  says :  "Hunting  from  the  shore  I  would  get 
about  four  males  out  of  seven  killed,  and  of  the  three  females  two  would  have  pups  in  them.  .  .  . 
Along  the  coast  have  sometimes  got  large  cows  not  having  pups  and  not  in  milk."  ...  In  Bearing  Sea 
he  thinks  he  has  killed  more  males  than  females,  and  of  the  females  killed  there  were  many  that  were 
not  in  pup,  and  were  without  milk. 

Keshuqua  and  Clatcher,  who  were  present  when  Click-la-hou-to  gave  his  evidence,  agree  with  him 
in  all  he  said. 

Clat-misk,  residing  at  the  village  of  Opechessit,  says:  "  Along  the  coast  and  in  the  Sound  I  have 
always  got  more  males  than  females.  .  .  .  The  pups  are  mostly  bulls.  I  got  quite  a  few  pups  this 
year.  1  did  not  get  any  old  cows  this  year  that  did  not  have  pups  in  them,  but  have  seen  plenty.  .  .  . 
The  grey  pups  are  always  bulls.  ...  I  have  been  twice  in  Behring  Sea,  and  I  got  more  males  than 
females,  and  they  were  all  half-grown  or  large  hulls,  and  all  the  cows  I  £ot  had  milk  in  them,  but 
no  pups." 

IVitlilo,  or  "Billy,"  Nah/wya]c,oT  "Tom,"  GlaphigMup,  Tsawasswp,  or  "Joe,"  of  the  village  of 
Alberni,  say  that  what  Clat-misk  said  about  seals  along  the  coast  is  what  they  think  about  them  too, 
and  Too-tooch,  who  has  been  in  Behring  Sea,  agrees  with  what  Clat-misk  says  of  seals  there. 

Ehenchesut,  commonly  called  "  Dick,"  of  the  village  of  Alberni,  states  that  along  the  coast  about 
the  same  number  of  males  and  females  are  got ;  of  the  females  a  half  would  have  pups  in  them,  and 
the  rest  would  be  young  cows ;  have  got  a  few  old  ones  without  having  pups  in  them. 

Annetz-w-cheet,  or  "Jack,"  of  the  village  of  Okoolah,  says  :  "  On  this  coast  and  in  the  Sound  some- 
times we  get  more  females  than  males,  but  this  year  I  got  more  males  than  females." 

Louis  Annetz-a-clicet,  "  Louis,"  having  heard  the  evidence  of  his  brother  read  over  to  him  in  his 
own  language,  says  that  it  is  his  experience  as  well. 

Ilat-hi-riintl,  or  "  Charlie,"  of  the  village  of  Ucluelet,  got  about  the  same  number  of  males  as 
females  altogether,  but  as  he  went  north  he  thinks  he  got  more  males  than  on  the  coast.  He  did  not 
get  any  grey  pups  this  year  [1892] — "  they  were  very  scarce,  and  I  only  got  four  last  year."  He  was 
in  Behring  Sea  in  1887,  and  thinks  he  got  more  cows  than  bulls,  but  is  not  sure.  Five  or  six  years 
ago  he  got  more  males  than  he  does  now. 

Cedar-kanim,  or  "  Peter,"  of  the  village  of  Ucluelet,  says  that  he  gets  as  many  males  as  females 
along  the  coast  and  in  Barclay  Sound.     Only  the  very  old  cows  have  pups  in  them. 

At-clappa,  or  "John,"  corroborates  what  was  said  by  Cedar-Kanim. 

Atelu,  of  Clayoquot  Sound,  thinks  that  he  gets  more  cows  than  bulls  in  the  season's  catch.  Off 
the  coast  he  gets  more  cows,  but  as  he  goes  further  north  more  bulls.  "  Many  of  the  cows  along  the 
coast  are  carrying  pups,  but  I  have  often  killed  old  white-whiskered  cows  that  have  no  pups  nor  milk. 
I  have  not  got  many  grey  pups  this  year." 

Ah-nah-yook  heard  what  Atelu  said,  and  it  is  what  he  thinks  also. 

Qui-an-ah,  or  "  Punch,"  of  the  village  of  Ahousat,  states  that  along  the  coast  he  gets  more  cows 
than  bulls,  but  that  as  he  goes  north  towards  Behring  Sea,  and  in  Behring  Sea,  he  gets  more  bulls  than 
cows.  "  Along  the  coast  I  have  got  a  good  many  cows  with  pup,  and  have  also  got  old  cows  not 
carrying  a  pup.     Grey  pups  are  nearly  always  males." 

Enocto,  of  the  village  of  Ahousat,  cannot  say  whether  he  gets  more  cows  or  bulls.  "  We  get  quite 
a  few  old  cows  not  carrying  pups  and  not  having  milk." 

High-eit-lick-sheel,  of  the  village  of  Ahousat,  says  that  some  years  he  gets  more  bulls,  and  some 
years  more  cows.  In  1892  he  got  a  good  many  pups.  He  has  sometimes  seen  old  cows  that  were  not 
carrying  pups  and  that  were  without  milk. 
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■  ■;;,  Quisto,  of  the  village  of  San  Juan,  says  that,  taking  it  altogether,  be  gets  about  half  cows 
and  half  bulls — young  and  old.  Almost  all  the  large  cows  he  gets  have  pups  in  them,  but  sonie 
have  not. 

See-ah-sum  and  Weeh-tin,  having  heard  what  Charlie  Quisto  said,  say  that  they  think  and  believe 
as  he  does. 

./     /-/(,  Chief  of  the  Clayoquot  Indians,  says  that  more  male  than  female  seals  are  always  got. 

Jack,   and    Johnnie    Hammond,  who    were  present    when    Joseph    was    examined,     think   as 
he  does. 

Sant-e,  an  Indian  hunter  of  about  fifteen  years'  experience,  from  Barclay  Sound,  Vancouver  Island, 
referring  to  the  seals  taken  off  Barclay  Sound:  "More  males  than  females  are  taken,  if  grey  pups 

are  counted  ;  more  females  if  the  young  ones  are  not  counted.     All  the  females  are  not  with  young; 

some  of  them  are  barren."     On  this  same  vessel  with  Sant-e  were  several  other  Indian  hunters,  whose 

catch  of  males  and  females  was — 

Sant-e,  66,  nearly  all  males; 

Charlie,  more  males  than  females  ; 

Gus,  95  seals,  not  many  females ; 

Douglas,  73  seals,  only  one  female  ; 

Joe,  41  seals,  not  many  females ; 

Taylor,  88  seals,  more  males  than  females ; 

Tommie,  59  seals,  more  males  than  females  ; 

All  saw  barren  females  among  those  taken,  but  no  count  was  kept  of  them. 


VI. — Statements  relating  to  the  taking  of  Female  Seals  in  Milk. 

J  D.  Warn  n  says:  "  Up  to  the  latter  part  of  July  I  got  a  few  seals  [in  Behring  Sea]  showing 
signs  of  milk  when  skinning  them.  I  do  not  think  these  females  had  ever  been  on  the  islands,  but 
had  lost  their  pups  at  sea.     I  never  saw  a  female  killed  in  the  sea  having  much  milk  in  them." 

MieajaJi  PicJcney,  master  of  the  "Henrietta,"  seized  in  Behring  Sea  in  1892,  states  that  of  420  seals 
taken  by  him  about  one-fourth  were  females  who  had  had  their  pups,  and  the  milk  had  dried  up.  This 
was  between  the  3rd  August  and  the  4th  September. 

W.  0.  Hughes,  when  in  Behring  Sea  in  1891,  got  after  the  1st  August  hardly  any  cows  that  showed 
^         signs  of  milk.     He  believes  they  had  pupped  on  the  islands,  and  that  the  milk  had  dried  up. 

Joseph  Brown  states  that  after  the  15th  July  a  few  cows  in  milk  were  got  in  Behring  Sea,  but  as 
the  season  grew  later  very  few  of  these  were  got.  "  In  the  sea  we  cannot  tell  whether  a  cow  is  barren 
or  not." 

James  Siteman  found  in  Behring  Sea  that  about  two-thirds  of  the  females  taken  were  breeding 
females  showing  milk — sometimes  only  a  trace,  nearly  dried  up — others  with  a.  good  supply. 

Captain  George  Scott  has  taken  in  Behring  Sea  many  females  in  which  the  milk  had  "just  about 
dried  up." 

Michael  A'<  efe  slates  that  his  vessel,  the  "  Beatrice,"  got  900  skins  in  Behring  Sea  in  1890,  between 
tlie  20th  July  and  the  24th  August.  Two-fifths  of  these  were  females,  "none  with  a  supply  of  milk, 
but  a  good  many  showing  milk  dried  up."  In  1891  his  vessel  got  500  seals  in  Behring  Sea,  of  which 
nearly  half  were  cows.     "  Most  of  the  cows  showed  dried  milk  in  their  breasts." 

John  Coburn  says  that  in  Behring  Sea  "in  the  early  part  of  the  season  some  of  the  females  would 
be  in  milk,  but  later  on  the  milk  would  be  dried  up." 

George  Wells  was  in  Behring  Sea  in  1890  and  1891  ;  about  two-thirds  his  catch  were  females,  of 
which  a  few  were  in  milk,  but  the  most  were  dried  up.  "After  July  all  the  cows  are  dry  of  milk. 
It  is  only  in  the  first  three  or  four  weeks  in  July  that  cows  in  milk  in  any  noticeable  quantity 
are  «ot." 
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William  F.  Roland  states  that  of  the  females  taken  by  him  in  Behring  Sea,  "  more  than  half  were 
in  milk  of  varying  quantities,  from  a  good  supply  to  a  few  drops  in  cows  about  dried  up.  It  is  only  iii 
the  early  part  of  the  season  in  Behring  Sea  we  get  cows  in  milk,  and  before  the  end  of  the  season  they 
are  about  all  dried  up." 

Arthur  W,  Roland  says  that  in  the  first  part  of  the  season  of  1891  he  got  a  number  of  cows  in  milk, 
but  that  after  the  1st  August  the  cows  were  nearly  all  dried  up. 

John  Matthews  took  in  Behring  Sea,  in  1891,  a  very  few  cows  in  milk;  some  of  them 
nearly  dry. 

Andn  w  McKeil  says:  "  Up  to  the  1st  August  [in  Behring  Sea]  the  hunters  get  cows  with  milk  in 
them,  but  after  that  date  the  milch  cows  began  to  disappear,  and  very  soon  none  are  got  in  milk. 
By  the  20th  August  the  milk  in  the  cows  had  all  dried  up." 

James  Gaudln  states  that  females  taken  between  the  20th  July  and  the  25th  August  in  Behring 
Sea  were  nearly  all  dry,  as  if  they  were  through  suckling  their  pups. 

E.  Lorenz. — "  Last  year  [1S91]  I  got  female  seals  in  milk  off  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  in  July. 
That  makes  me  think  there  is  a  rookery  there.  This  year  I  saw  old  bulls  ("  wigs  ")  off  Coronation 
Island,  and  there  may  be  a  rookery  there." 

Jf'.  Shields. — "Three  seasons  ago  I  caught  seals  off  Kodiak  Island  with  milk  in  their  breasts,  but 
with  no  pups  in  their  wombs.  I  thought  at  the  time  that  there  must  be  a  rookery  ashore  somewhere, 
and  spoke  of  it  at  the  time.  I  took  two  one  day  that  were  this  wav ;  this  was  about  last  of 
June." 

Joseph  Brown. — "  When  hunting  off  Kadiak,  five  years  ago,  I  saw  females  in  milk  in  May.  They 
had  dropped  their  pups  somewhere — on  Kadiak,  I  suppose." 

George  Dishow. — "  In  Behring  Sea  I  never  got  any  cows  with  young.  A  few  cows  there  would  be 
in  milk." 

Otto  Buehhok. — "  In  1890  I  sealed  in  Behring  Sea  in  July.  I  got  a  few  female  seals  in  milk.  We 
sealed  35  to  50  miles  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands." 

G.  C.  Gerow. — "  I  have  found  all  along  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  females  in  milk  who  had  dropped 
their  pups.  The  most  I  ever  saw  was  when  on  the  "  Triumph  "  four  years  ago ;  in  June  we  got  seventy 
or  more  females  in  milk  that  had  dropped  their  young.'' 


VII. — Statements  particularly  hearing  on  the  Intermingling  of  Fur-seals  in  all  Parts  of 

the  North  Pacific. 

Charles  Lc  Blanc. — The  "  Annie  E.  Paint "  left  the  sealing-grounds  off  the  Commander  Islands 
about  the  21st  September  [1892],  and  arrived  at  Victoria  on  the  15th  October  instant.  "I  saw  seals 
every  clay  of  the  voyage  over.  We  sailed  about  100  miles  south  of  the  nearest  land  on  the  Aleutian 
Islands." 

Captain  Abel  Douglas. — "I  have  gone  into  Behring  Sea  through  the  172nd  Pass  and  seen  seals 
there,  both  inside  and  outside  the  pass.  I  believe  these  seals  go  to  the  Russian  islands,  and  had 
evidence  of  this  last  year,  for  we  saw  seals  away  to  the  westward  of  the  172nd  Pass." 

George  Roberts. — "The  'Annie  E.  Paint'  left  the  Commander  Islands  grounds  this  year  [1892] 
about  21st  September,  and  reached  Victoria  15th  October.  I  saw  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  all  the  way 
over  every  day.  We  were  100  miles  from  the  Aleutian  Islands  at  the  nearest.  We  ran  out  of  them 
about  Queen  Charlotte  Islands." 

J.  S.  Fanning. — "Both  last  year  [1891]  and  this  year,  when  going  to  the  Russian  side,  and  while 
south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  we  killed  seals  when  about  half  way  over.  Coming  home  this  year  we 
saw  seals  in  the  North  Pacific.     I  killed  one  of  them  myself." 


24 

A.  Billard. — "  Lasl  year  the  '  Beatrice'  crossed  Behring  Sea  from  east  to  west,  starting  from  about 
35  miles  north  of  St.  Paul  Island.  1  saw  seals  all  the  way  over  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds,and  got 
two  seals  en  27tb  July  between  the  American  and  Lussian  sides  of  the  Sea." 

IF.  T.  Bragg. — "  In  the  year  1887  I  went  over  to  Copper  Island  on  the  schooner  'Teresa,'  and  I 
saw  seal-  in  Behring  Sea  all  the  way  across." 

G.  Dishaw. — "This  year  the  'Umbrina'  returned  from  the  Commander  Islands  between  10th 
September  and  1st  October.  I  saw  seals  in  large  numbers  all  the  way  over  about  200  miles  south  of 
the  Aleutian  Islands,  to  within  200  miles  of  Queen  Charlotte  Islands.  The  year  before  [1891]  I  saw 
seals  along  the  same  course  a  couple  of  weeks  earlier,  but  not  in  so  large  a  number." 

Captain  A.  R.  Bisselt. — "I  left  the  other  [Asiatic]  side  21st  September  last  [1892],  and  arrived 
home  14th  October  instant.  I  sailed  southerly  to  the  49th  parallel,  and  thence  easterly  to  Victoria.  I 
saw  seals  nearly  every  day  until  we  get  within  500  or  600  miles  of  Vancouver  Island.  We  here 
entered  very  1  ad  weather,  and  I  did  not  notice  the  seals.  There  was  scarcely  a  watch  that  did  not  report 
seeing  seals.  On  two  days  I  saw  seals  enough  to  justify  lowering  a  boat,  had  the  weather  not  been  so 
heavy.     Tin's  was  about  the  173rd  meridian  west,  on  the  40th  parallel. 

"From  my  experience  and  observation  I  believe  that  immense  numbers  of  the  seals  that  go  up 
this  coast  never  enter  Behring  Sea.  I  know  that  all  through  the  summer  and  early  fall  that  seals 
are  scattered  ever  the  North  Pacific  north  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  as  far  as  the  16oth  meridian  east. 
I  have  compared  notes  with  other  masters,  sailing  both  earlier  and  later  than  myself,  and  I  have  found 
all  reporting  seals  scattered  over  the  ocean  from  one  side  to  the  other." 

(  tain  !/■  i  man  I'.  Smith. — "  On  my  return  home  [from  Commander  Islands,  1892]  I  sailed  south 
from  Attu  Island  to  between  the  49th  and  50th  parallel  north  latitude,  then  east,  for  home.  I  saw 
seals  scattered  all  along  the  route  home,  and  at  the  dates  and  places  given  here  I  saw  more  than  usual, 
and  entered  the  fact  in  my  log.     The  entries  are  as  follows  : — 

"  September    9.-49°  58'  north,  170    58'  west. 
ll._50°    4'      „      168°  32'     „ 
15.— 40"  44'       .,       156°    4'     „ 
21.— 49=44'      „      132°  56'     „ 

"  On  all  these  days  at  these  places  I  saw  numbers  of  seals,  though  the  weather  was  rough." 

Captain  Theodor  Magnesen. —  "As  I  came  hi  me  [from  Asiatic  side,  1892]  I  saw  quite  a  number  of 
seals  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  in  September.  This  was  a  little  to  the  westward  of  the  172nd 
meridian,  and  from  20  to  50  miles  from  the  islands." 

Ernest  Lorenz. — "  On  the  way  over  [to  Asiatic  side]  I  saw  seals  from  80  to  100  miles  south  of  the 
Aleutian  Islands  and  about  tl  e  18lith  meridian;  also  off  the  172nd  Pass.  I  don't  know  whether  were 
go  ng  to  the  Pribyloff  or  Commander  Islands." 

Emil  Bamlosi . — "  This  3  ear  [1892]  I  went  over  to  the  Russian  side,  and  on  the  way  home  ourvessel 
went  in  to  Adkah  Maud  to  water.  Seals  were  seen  between  Kanaga  Island  and  that  island.  We  were 
about  10  miles  from  land  then."' 

C.  A.  Williams. — "This  year,  on  the  way  home  [from  Commander  Islands],  I  saw  seals  in  mid- 
ocean.     I  have  seen  them  every  year  [five  years]  this  way. 

"On  the  passage  home  from  Petropaulsky,  and  when  about  800  miles  from  Cape  Flattery,  I  saw 

seals  at  sea Both  years  [1891-92],  when  going  to  the  Copper  Islands.  I  saw  seals  all  the  way 

a.  less  along  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  this  year  I  saw  seals  in  mid-ocean  on  the  course  home.  I  have 
seen  them  every  year  this  way." 

W.  Shields. — "This  year  [1892]  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  across  to  the  Commander  Islands,  not 
many,  but  always  a  few.     We  went  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands." 

A.  Mathiscn. — "The  '  Sea  Lit  n'  left  the  Copper  Island  grounds  on  the  loth  September  [1892].  I 
saw  seals  scattered  all  the  way  over,  and  quite  a  number  off  Cape  Flattery." 

F.   W.  Strong.- — '-This  year  [1892]  the  'Maud  S. '   left   the  Commander  Island  grounds  on  the 
Kih  September,  took  water  at  Amchitka  Island,  and  sailed  direct  for  Victoria.     We  saw  scattered 
seals  everyday  all  the  way  over,  mostly  2-  and  o-year-old  bulls,  but  some  full-grown  males  and 
females." 

George  F.  Fn  nch. — "Last  year  [1891],  the  '  City  of  San  Diego  '  left  the  Copper  Island  grounds  on  or 
about  the  28th  August.  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  over  to  Cape  Flattery.  We  sailed  from  Attu 
Island  in  as  straight  a  line  as  we  could  for  Cape  Flattery.  The  year  before  we  left  there  on  the 
'  Hamilton  I  (  w  is,1  about  the  middle  of  August,  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  over  in  mid-ocean.  That  year 
we  made  as  direct  as  possible  for  San  Francisco." 


Gi  orge  F.  French. — "  Last  year.  1 891,  when  the  '  City  of  San  J  >iego  "  was  crossing  Behring  Sea  frofn 
Ainutka  Pass  to  Copper  Island,  we  passed  small  bands  and  bunches  of  seals  travelling  rapidly 
north-easterly.  This  took  place  on  three  different  days.  The  lasl  lot  we  met  were  about  150  miles 
from  the  Copper  [slands.  .  .  I  am  fully  satisfied  they  were  crossing  Behring  Sea  to  the  Pribyloff 
Islands.     This  was  between  the  5tb  and  13th  July.  1891." 

W.  G.  Goudie. — "  The  '  ( larlotta  I !.  ( 'ox  '  left  the  Commander  Islands  grounds  on  the  5th  September 
this  year,  and  sailed  directly  for  Victoria.     I  saw  seals  now  and  then  over  the  entire  course." 

W.  Be  Witt. — "I  have  been  over  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds  twice,  in  1891  and  1892.  In  1891 
the  'Viva'  crossed  Behring  Sea  from  about  20  miles  north  of  Amutka  Pass  to  the  Copper  Island 
grounds.  I  saw  seals  scattered  all  the  way  over.  This  year  the  'Sea  Lion  '  went  over  outside  the 
Aleutian  Islands.      I  saw  seals  in  about  the  same  way  all  the  way  over." 

Captain  Charles  Campbell. — "I  went  over  to  the  Asiatic  side  of  Behring  Sea  last  year  and  this 
year,  last  year  through  Behring  Sea,  this  year  outside.  Last  year  we  saw  seals  on  the  way  across 
whenever  the  weather  was  fine.  There  was  no  way  of  telling  when  we  saw  the  last  of  the  seals  that 
frequent  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  met  the  first  of  those  that  were  going  to  the  Commander  Islands." 

[See  log  of  "  Umbrina  "  for  1892.] 

Tliomas  If.  Brovm. — "  Last  year  and  this  year  I  hunted  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  Behring  Sea  in  the 
summer.  On  the  way  across  last  year  through  'the  Sea'  we  saw  seals  whenever  it  was  fine,  and  got 
some,  and  this  year  we  saw  some  seals  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  as  we  went  across." 

Neil  Morrison,  hunter. — "  I  was  taken  prisoner  this  vear  by  the  Russian  man-of-war '  Zabiaka  '  while 
out  hunting,  and  came  home  on  the  '  Eosie  Olsen.'  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  from  Petropaulovski  to 
within  500  miles  of  the  American  coast-line  along  the  49th  parallel  north.  This  was  between  the 
23rd  August  and  the  10th  September. 

"  H.  S.  Browne. — I  went  to  the  Copper  Island  side  this  year  on  the  '  W.  P.  Sayward,'  and  saw  seals 
all  the  way  across,  and  also  on  the  way  home  again.  On  the  way  home  from  Copper  Island  we  sailed 
through  great  numbers  of  seals  when  about  700  miles  from  Petropaulski  and  about  300  miles  south  of 
the  Aleutian  Islands." 

John  Williams.— ■"  About  the  25th  .Tune  [1892]  we  left  the  vicinity  of  Kadiak  Island  for  the 
Copper  Island  sealing-ground,  at  which  we  arrived  on  or  about  the  24th  July.  On  the  voyage  over, 
when  off  the  Rat  Islands,  about  90  miles  south,  I  saw  numbers  of  seals  travelling  towards  those 
islands.     To  all  appearance  they  were  the  same  as  the  coast  seals." 

( 'aptain  James  II'.  Todd. — "  In  September  last  [on '  Enterprise '],  on  my  voyage  home  from  the  Asiatic 
side,  I  saw  seals  in  mid-ocean  200  miles  east-south-east  of  Attu  Island. 

"  When  ordered  out  [of  Behring  Sea]  in  1891, 1  was  about  30  miles  northward  of  Unimak  Pass.  I 
at  once  sailed  across  the  sea  westward  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds,  following  a  course  along  the 
55th  parallel  north  latitude.  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  across  to  the  Commander  Islands.  Some  of  the 
seals  were  sleeping,  others  travelling,  some  east,  some  west,  most  of  them  going  east." 

Charles  Peters. — "Last  November  [1891],  in  returning  from  the  Copper  Island  side,  I  saw  seals 
from  there  to  400  miles  from  Vancouver  Island  coast." 

Captain  A.  C.  Folger. — "  I  know  of  places  in  the  North  Pacific  where  seals  are  to  be  found  in 
abundance,  but  whether  these  seals  go  to  the  Commander  Islands  or  the  Pribyloff  Islands  there  is  no 
way  of  telling.  I  remember  when  near  an  island  called  Midway  Island,  northward  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  seeing  them  in  great  numbers,  such  that  had  I  been  pelagic  sealing  I  would  have  thought  it 
worth  while  stopping  to  hunt  them,  but  we  were  anxious  to  get  to  Yokohama.  These  seals  are  as 
likely  to  go  to  the  Commander  Islands  as  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  it  seems  to  me  very  probable  that 
the  seals  from  the  American  islands  and  those  from  the  Asiatic  islands  may  mingle  there.  I  mean 
that  those  that  go  farthest  south  on  both  sides  very  likely  mix  there.  I  have  seen  Eskimo  wearing 
clothes  made  of  fur-seal  skins  when  north  of  Behring  Straits  when  trading  there,  and  I  once  saw  a 
fur-seal  lassoed  when  north  of  East  Cape,  and  on  the  same  cruize  the  captain  in  my  presence  shot  a 
fur-seal  from  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  a  boat  was  lowered,  and  the  seal  was  got.  The  mate  also  shot 
them.  I  don't  know  where  these  seals  came  from,  but  am  sure  they  were  fur-seals.  I  have  known 
fur-seals  for  nearly  twenty  years." 

Andrew  McGarva. — "  On  the  way  across  [from  Copper  Island  grounds  in  1892],  in  about  latitude 
50°,  we  saw  seals  every  fine  day.     I  don't  know  which  islands  they  belonged  to." 

Captain  George  McDonald. — "One  year,  in  the  month  of  August,  on  the  'Lily,'  I  got  seals 
200  miles  south  oi  the  Shumagin  Islands,  and  I  have  found  seals  as  far  west  as  the  172nd  Pass  in  the 
month  of  September." 

Captain  Melville  F.  Gulleh. — "  I  went  to  the  Russian  side  this  year ;  coming  back  we  saw  seals  in 
the  North  Pacific  300  or  400  miles  from  the  Aleutian  Islands  in  September." 
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Edwards. — "  I  went  over  to  the  Russian  side  of    Bearing  Sea  lasl  year  [1891],  and  I  saw 

a  few  scattered  seals  .ill  the  way  across." 

'''.'■  /•'.  French. — "I  Found  a  few  seals  all  the  way  across  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  to  Copper 
Island  two  j    |  L890],  but  not  many,  and  on   the  way  home  we  saw  them  here  and  there  all  the 

way  from  Attu  Island  to  San  Francisco.  Last  year  [1891]  1  entered  the  Sea  by  the  172nd  Pass,  and 
again  found  a  few  seals  all  the  way  to  Cupper  Island.  Coming  home  we  went  to  Victoria  from  Attu, 
and  found  a  tew  seals  all  the  way.  I  believe  the  seal-  go  from  one  side  of  Behring  Sea  to  the  other,  as 
some  years  when  the  seals  are  very  abundant  on  the  Alaskan  side,  and  a  large  -n  h  would  be  expected 
in  Bel  ring  Sea  [i.e.,  on  American  side],  it  would  not  be  made,  and  it  would  be  found  that  a  great  many 
seals  would  be  taken  on  the  Russian  side,  although  there  had  not  been  more  than  usual  on  the  coast 
there.  I  learned  from  a  hunter  on  the 'Teresa'  last  year  that  a  large  Viand  of  seals  had  been  met 
with  280  miles  north-east  of  Copper  Island,  travelling  towards  Copper  Island.  This  was  in  the  early 
part  of  July." 

Oka  — "  Last  year  [1891]  we  saw  seals  on  the  way  across  [to  Asiatic  waters]  when- 

ever the  •  was  tine;  there  was  qo  way  of  telling  when  we  saw  the  last  of  the  seals  that  frequent 

the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  met  the  first  of  those  that  were  going  to  the  Commander  Islands." 

'''<  tain  S.  W.  Buchman. — "  In  that  year  [1886]  we  passed  through  seals  for  two  days  and  a  part 
of  a  third,  about  150  miles  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  We  moved  at  the  rate  of  about  9-^  miles  an 
hour.  We  saw  the  last  of  tlu-m  about  the  172nd  meridian  [this  would  he  hum  longitude  of  Rat 
Islands  to  longitude  of  Atka],  The  captain  and  mate  of  the  '  Zambesi'  have  told  me  that  in  January 
last  they  saw  the  seals  in  about  the  same  place,  or  a  little  to  the  west  of  where  I  saw  them.  When  I 
saw  them  they  wre  about  as  plentiful  as  sealers  generally  find  them,  but  the  officers  of  the  '  Zambesi ' 
report  them  as  being  much  more  abundant  than  that" 

William  Edwards. — "  Lasl  year  [1891]  1  went  over  to  the  Russian  side  of  Behring  Sea;  we  saw  a 

few  Seals  all  the  way  across:" 

ain  Thomas  CZeary. — "  1  went  across  to  the  Russian  side  of  the  Behring  Sea  last  year  [1891]. 
We  found  a  few  seals  nearly  all  the  way  across." 

Charles  Otis  Burns  in  1891  and  1892,  in  going  to  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  North  Pacific,  saw 
"scattering  Eaals  all  the  way  over,  and  saw  the  same  this  year.  The  course  both  years  was  from  30  to 
60  miles  off  the  Aleutian  Islands." 

W.  0.  Hvgh  saw  during  the  first  week  in  July  seals  "between  the  172nd  I'ass  and  the  western 
islands  of  the  Aleutian  group  from  30  to  60  miles  off  the  south  shore." 

Georg<    Wester  says:  "in   travelling  from  the  American  to  the  Asiatic  side  of   Behring   Sea  from 

the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  July,  1  have  seen  seals  all  the  way  across  on  fine  days 

In  the  month  of  September,  coming  trom  the  Commandei  Islands  to  Cape  Flattery  on  or  about  the 
50th  parallel,  have  seen  more  or  less  seals  everyday.  I  have  seen  seals  in  all  the  passes  in  the 
Aleutian  Islands  that  I  have  entered  between  Uniniak  and  Attu  Island." 

Captain  Charles  fyitjens,  when  returning  from  the  Commander  Islands  to  San  Francisco  in  1892, 
south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  "  noticed  seals  more  or  less  every  day.' 

Captain  Charles ' Eartiwen,  sixteen  years'  experience,  has  crossed  from  the  American  to  the 
Asiatic  coasl  about  the  lattei  pari  of  dune,  and  from  the  Asiatic  to  the  American  cast  in  September, 

"and  have  seen  seals  oil' and  on  almost  every  fine  day  on  the  passages I  have  crossed  to 

the  Commander  Islands,  keeping  south  of  the  Aleutian  group,  and  have  noticed  seals  going  north 
through  all  the  passes  as  far  westward  as  Attu  Island,  and  have  seen  stragglers  from  there  to  the 
Commander  Islands." 

Milton   S  tes  that   in   1891    and    1892   he   crossed   over  to  the  Russian  coast.     "On  each 

occasion  in  returning  we  saw  seals  more  or  less  every  day." 

Francis  went  on  the  "Brenda"   to  the  Asiatic  coast   along  the  Aleutian   Islands  about 
50  miles  south.     He  saw  scattering  seals  ail  the  way.  especially  about  the  175th  to  180th  parallel. 

Michael  Keep  went  to  the  Asiatic  coast  in  1892,  and  saw  scattered  seals  all  the  way  across, 
especially  off  Amutka  Pass  and  about  the  180th  parallel. 

//'.  0.  Shafter,  in  crossing  from  the  American  to  the  Asiatic  coast  in  duly,  saw  seals  more  or  less 
every  day. 

C  A'.  MocUer,  in  crossing  from  -la]  an  to  Victoria  in  1892,  taking  the  "great  circle" 
course,  passed  about  200  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  saw  seal-  everyday, 
some  days  only  one  or  two,  but  some,  each  day  right  along. 
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Lee  ■/.  Thiers  says  in  coming  back  from  the  Japan  coast  in  1S92,  late  in  June  and  early  in  July, 
tin-  "great  circle"  track  for  Victoria  was  followed,  and  in  the  passage  across  he  saw  seals  every  day. 
The  vessel  ran  within  200  or  250  miles  of  the  Aleutian  group. 

Warren  F  Upson,  in  crossing  south  of  the  Aleutian   islands  to  the  Commander  Islands  in  July 

1892,  noticed  seals  more  or  less  in  the  passage He  further  says:  "  I  have  crossed  from  San 

Francisco  to  Yokohama  many  times,  and  have  taken  many  different  courses.  In  courses  made  from 
35°  to  45°  north  have  seen  seals  off  and  on  every  day  all  the  way  across  in  January,  February,  and 
March." 

Captain  Adolphc  F.  Carlson  states  that  he  crossed  in  the  mail-steamer  "Gallic"  from  Yokohama 
in  San  Francisco,  making  a  coarse  45°  north,  and  has  seen  seals  more  or  less  every  day — this  was  in 
the  month  of  January — and  has  returned  the  beginning  of  February  at  a  course  about  36°  north,  and 
again  saw  seals  almost  daily  during  the  voyage. 

Frederick  Crocker  has  made  many  sealing  voyages  to  Russian  and  Japanese  waters,  and  says:  "In 
crossing  from  the  American  to  the  Russian  side,  I  have  noticed  seals  more  or  less  every  day  during 
the  passage;  this  would  be  about  the  month  of  August,  and  in  coming  from  the  Russian  to  the 
American  side,  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  about  the  month  of  September,  have  observed  the  same 
thing." 

William  Conners  says:  "In  1883,  crossing  from  the  Japan  Islands  ro  Victoria  in  October  and 
November,  I  noticed  seals  every  day  during  the  voyage." 

H.  •/.  Lund  says:  "On  the  way  home  this  year  [1892],  during  the  month  of  July,  on  the  "great 
circle  "  track,  we  saw  seals  every  day  ;  some  days  as  many  as  twenty." 

James  W.  Crew  says:  "  In  crossing  from  the  Russian  side  to  San  Francisco,  and  following  a  course 
bringing  us  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  about  the  month  of  September,  I  have  seen  straggling  seals 
all  the  way  across  until  we  reached  150°  west  longitude." 

Captain  Andrew  McKiel  states  that,  in  1891,  "  the  ' Maud  S.,'  after  being  warned,  sailed  across 
Behring  Sea  in  nearly  a  direct  line  between  the  Pribyloff  Islands  and  the  Commander  Islands.  I  saw 
seals  every  day  on  the  voyage  over.  This  year  the  '  Sadie  Turpel '  went  over  to  the  Copper  Island 
grounds,  outside  of  and  about  75  or  80  miles  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  Saw  seats  every  day  on 
the  voyage  from  Aniutka  Pass  to  Attn  Island."  Seven  were  at  different  times  shot  from  the  deck, and 
a  boat  lowered  to  get  them.  These  seals  were  travelling  towards  Behring  Sea  in  a  westerly  direction. 
On  the  return  voyage  seals  were  seen  about  60  miles  south  of  Attu. 

Frank  Moreau. — "  We  left  Copper  Island  about  the  12th  August  [1892],  and  arrived  in  San 
Francisco  about  the  20th  September,  and  kept  to  the  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  I  noticed  seals 
more  or  less  all  the  way  across." 

Captain.  <!.  Scott. — "  In  crossing  from  the  American  to  the  Asiatic  coast  I  have  noticed  seals  every 
day  more  or  less.  ...  1  think  that  both  the  American  and  Russian  seals  are  taken  about  the 
Equatorial  Islands,  and  are  there  mingled  together  in  the  winter  months." 


VIII. — Statements  showing  the  occurrence  of  Fur-seals  to  the  South  of  the  Aleutian  Islands 

during  the  Summer  Months. 

Caplan,  Charles  ./.  Harris.— "In  August  1890  I  saw  seals  about  300  miles  from  [south  of] 
Kadiak,  and  in  August  1891   I  saw  seal.,  about  250  miles  from  Kadiak. 

"  I  have  seen  seals  as  far  south  as  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  in  August." 

Captain  It.  tt.  Lavender. — " Coming  home  this  year  [from  Kadiak]  I  saw  four  sleeping  seals  off 
Cape  Flattery,  21st  July;  one  was  shot.  It  was  a  barren  female  in  good  health,  for  I  carefully 
examined  it." 

W.  T.  Bragg.—"  I  went  to  the  Russian  side  this  year,  and  on  the  way  home  in  September  I  saw 
seals  in  the  North  Pacific  about  500  miles  from  land.  I  have  seen  them  in  about  the  same  place  in 
previous  years. 

"  In  August  1888  I  saw  sleeping  seals  in  the  water  near  the  Scott  Islands,  that  is,  within 
20  miles  from  the  said  islands,  and  have  heard  other  seal-hunters  make  statements  that  they  had  also 
seen  seals  there.'' 
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Ralph  Starrat  — "I  have  seen  i  very  few  seals   in  the  autumn  in  the  'ween  the  Aleutian 

islands  and  Vancouver  T  iiuid.'' 

.Turn's  McRae. — "We  saw  three  or  four  seals  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  last  year  in  the  earlv 
part  of  September,  as  we  returned  from  Copper  Island." 

William  Covrie. — "On  the  way  home  last  year  [from  Behring  Sea]  1  saw  a  few  seals  in  mid-ocean 
in  September." 

Joseph  Hfmrn. — "In  1890  we  killed  a  seal  in  mid-ocean  when  returning  to  Victoria  in  September 
on  the  'E.  B.  Marvin,'  and  in  November  of  the  same  year,  when  on  the  'Triumph.'  T  saw  four  seals 
300  or  400  miles  off  Queen  Charlotte  Islands." 

Ernest  Lorenz. — "  In  1890,  on  the  way  home  [from  Behring  Sea],  I  saw  seals  at  least  300  miles 
westward  of  Cape  Cook,  and  got  a  few  of  them.     This  was  about  the  middle  of  September. 

"I  know  from  my  own  experience  that  seals  remain  off  the  coasts  of  Vancouver  Island  all  the  year 
round,  as  well  as  off  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  and  Southern  Alaska.  Captain  Ferry,  of  the 
'  W.  P.  Savward,'  in  1891,  told  me  he  got  about  40  seals  400  miles  westward  of  Queen  Charlotte  Island-; 
in  September  1891." 

Emil  Ramilose. — "Other  years  I  have  seen  seals — large  seals— in  July  outside  the  172nd  Pass,  and 
in  August  between  Umniak  Pass  and  the  Sannak  Islands." 

Colin  Locke. — "  On  the  way  home  [from  Asiatic  side]  this  season  [1892]  we  saw  seals  about 
210  miles  south-east  of  the  172nd  Tass.  I  do  not  know  whether  these  seals  came  from  the  Commander 
or  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  but  as  I  had  heard  from  more  than  one  person  that  there  was  a  rookery  on  the 
Aleutian  Islands,  I  thought  they  might  have  been  from  there." 

W.  Shields. — "Different  years  when  coming  home  from  Behring  Sea  we  have  taken  seals  500  miles 
or  so  from  Flattery,  and  every  year  we  see  some.  [Seven  years'  sealing.]  Three  different  years  I  went 
into  Behring  Sea  through  the  172nd  Pass,  and  each  year  saw  outside  the  pass  a  great  many  seals." 

0.  Scarf. — "  I  have  hunted  five  years  in  Behring  Sea.  ...  On  the  return  from  Behring  Sea  every 
year  I  have  been  there,  I  have  seen  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  hundreds  of  miles  from  land. 

J.  H.  Haake. — "  In  September  of  this  year,  while  we  were  proceeding  homeward  [from  Copper 
Island  grounds],  and  while  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  we  saw  a  few  seals.'' 

W.  De  Witt. — "  I  have  seen  seals  all  over  the  North  Pacific  in  the  fall  and  early  winter." 

George  McDonald. — "  One  year  in  the  month  of  August  on  the  '  Lily,'  I  got  seals  200  miles  south 
of  the  Shumagin  Islands,  and  I  have  found  seals  as  far  west  as  the  172nd  Pass  in  the  month  of 
September  when  homeward  bound." 

G.  C.  Gerovo. — "All  the  years  before  last  year  [1891]  I  found  young  seals  in  September  all  along 
between  the  pass  by  which  we  came  out  of  Behring  Sea  and  Cape  Cook.  These  seals  had  not  been  at 
the  breeding-islands.     Last  year  it  was  too  stormy,  and  no  look-out  was  kept. 

Captain  James  Gaudin. — "About  the  1st  September  seals  were  plentiful  [in  1887]  outside  Akutan 
Pass." 

Captain  William  Petit. — "  I  have  seen  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  between  Unmiak  Pass  and 
Queen  Charlotte  Islands  in  September,  and  one  year  a  good  many.  Last  year  [1891]  I  saw  some  in 
August. 

Captain  C.  F.  Dillon. — "  In  1888  I  came  south  from  Behring  Sea  about  longitude  175°  west,  and 
caught  seals  there  ;  this  was  in  the  latter  part  of  August.  In  1886,  late  in  August,  we  killed  seals  30 
or  40  miles  south  of  172nd  Pass;  between  Unimak  Pass  and  Saanak  Islands,  in  1887,  I  saw  seals 
quite  abundant  in  the  latter  part  of  July.  In  1889  we  got  seals  about  Kadiak  Island  off  and 
on  all  summer.  In  1890,  late  in  August,  I  killed  a  sleeping  seal  off  the  Shumagin  Islands  and  saw 
others." 

William  Roland  says  :  "  That  every  year  on  the  return  from  Behring  Sea  or  Copper  Island  grounds 
1  have  seen  scattering  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  on  our  course  about  400  or  500  miles  from  Kadiak 
Island,  along  the  50th  parallel  north  latitude."  This  would  be  between  the  middle  of  September  and 
first  of  October 

Arthur  W.  Roland,  saw  seals  in  1892  about  500  miles  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  along  the 
50th  parallel  north  latitude.  In  1891  he  saw  some  seals  [when  returning  from  Behring  Sea]  about  half 
way  between  Unimak  Pass  and  Cape  Flattery. 
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John  Matthews  states  that  on  the  "Brenda's"  voyage  home  in  1891  from  Copper  Island  "rounds 
he  saw  seals  about  300  miles  south  of  Middleton  Island.  This  was  about  the  middle  of  September. 
He  lias  also  seen  seals  about  15  miles  off  Cape  Flattery  about  the  21st  September." 

Charles  HayvJes. — "We  see  the  first  seals  [at  Barclay  Sound]  before  Christmas,  and  continue  takin^ 
them  until  June,  but  there  are  seals  about  all  summer." 


IX. — Statements  relating  to  the  Abundance,  or  otherwise,  of  Fur-seals  at:Sea  in  late  years. 

Charles  J.  Harris. — "  More  than  ever  before." 

Charles  Lc  Blanc. — "  More  this  year  than  in  any  former  year." 

George  Roberts. — "  More  than  in  any  previous  year." 

Matthew  Ryan. — "  A  good  many  more  than  last  year." 

B.  0.  Lavender. — "  More  seals  this  year." 

J.  S.  Fanning. — "  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  I  ever  did  before." 

Abraham  Billard. — "  More  seals  this  year  than  last." 

George  Dishow. — "  More  seals  this  year  than  in  any  other." 

A.  R.  Bissctt. — "  More  seals  this  year  than  ever  before." 

Herman  R.  Smith. — "  Many  more  than  twelve  years  ago." 

William  Be  Witt. — "  More  this  year  than  ever  before." 

William  G.  Goudie. — "  Saw  this  year  more  seals  than  ever  before." 

Laughlin  McLean. — "  Seals  more  plentifid  than  ever  before." 

J.  H.  Haakc. — "  Never  saw  seals  so  plentiful." 

Geonjc  F.  French. — "  More  than  in  two  previous  years." 

Oscar  Scarf. — "  Many  more  this  year  than  ever  before." 

Frederick  W.  Strong. — "  More  this  year  than  ever  before." 

W.  Shields. — "  Saw  more  seals  in  1892  than  any  year  but  1889  ' 

Em.il  Ramlose. — "  More  this  year  than  ever  before." 

E.  P.  Miner. — "  More  this  year  than  ever  before." 

Charles  Campbell. — "  More  this  year  than  last  year." 

William  Fcwings. — Seals  more  numerous  this  year  than  before.' 

David  Laing. — "  More  this  year  than  ever  before." 

August  Rcppen. — "  More  in  1892  than  in  any  previous  year." 

Tlwmas  Brown. — "  This  year  more  than  ever  before. 

Henry  S.  Browne. — "  More  than  in  any  previous  year." 

James  W.  Todd.—-"  More  seals  than  ever  before." 
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— "  More  than  ever  before.' 

Henry  Paxton.—"  More  than  in  any  other  season." 

George  Heater. — "  More  this  year  than  in  either  of  the  previous  years." 

Albert  J.  Bertram. — "  More  than  in  any  previous  year." 

w  M  Garva. — "  More  this  year  than  formerly." 

Robert  S.  Findley. — "  Never  saw  so  many  as  this  year." 

Thomas  Garner. — "  -More  this  year  than  ever  before." 

G.  E.  Miner. — "  Have  never  seen  seals  so  plentiful  as  they  were  this  year." 

W.  O.Hughes. — "  Nowhere,  except  in  Behring  Sea  last  year,  have  I  seen  so  many  seals  as  this 
year  [ISDl'J  along  the  coast." 

Jos <[  >. — "  I  saw  more  seals  in  1801  than  in  any  previous  year.'' 

Luke  McGrath. — "  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  on  the  part  of  the  coast  I  was  on  than  on  the  same 
coast  last  year." 

James  Siteman. — "  I  saw  more  seals  in  1891  than  in  any  other  year  1  have  been  out." 

C.  0.  Burns. — "  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  last." 

—"There  are  just   as  many  seals  on  the  coast  now  as  there  was  when  I  first  went 
out;  in  fact,  this  year  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  than  ever  before." 

George  Wells. — "  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  either  of  the  previous  two  years." 

/.  -  ./.  77,/. .  5. — "  From  my  own  observation,  and  from  what  other  sealers  tell  me,  there  were  more 
seals  seen  this  your  than  ever  before." 

W.  Couriers. — "  I  have  seen  more  seals  this  year  than  in  any  year  before  since  I  have  hunted 

Certainly  their  number  is  not  growing  less." 

P.   E.   Peterson. — "Seals  were  more  plentiful,  I   think,  this  year    than   in   1801;    they  are  not 
decreasing." 

'  rd. — "  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  I  did  last." 

William  F.Roland. — "I  saw  a  great  many  m  Is  this  year  than   ever  before  all  along  the 

A.    W.  Roland. — "I   saw   more  seals    on    the   coast   this   year   than   in   any   other  year  I  have 
been  out." 

Andn  w  McKi  il. — "  1  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  last." 

William  Edwards. — "  There  seems  to  he  more  seals  this  year  than  last." 

Thomas  O'Leary. — "  Seals  are  more  plentiful  this  year  than  last." 

Lnb  McGrath. — "  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  last." 

Peter  Carlson.—"  I  do  not  think  seals  any  less  numerous  this  year  than  when  I  first  went  sealing, 
as  I  have  seen  more  seals  this  year  than  ever  before." 

Dan  A.  I      5.— "There  are  more  seals  now  than  when  I  first  went  hunting.     I  notice  it  wherever 
I  go." 

Abel  Douglas.— ■" The  past  two  years  1  have  seerj  as  many  seals  as  I  ever  saw." 
W.  T.  Bragg. — "  As  plentiful  this  y<  iy  previous  year." 

James  Shields. — "  Saw  this  year  as  many  seals  as  ever  before." 
Andn  w  Maihison. — "No  decrease  in  six  years." 


31 

C.  A.  Williams.—""  Seal-  as  plentiful  as  ever  saw  them  before." 
Colin  Locke. — "  As  many  this  year  as  in  previous  years." 

E.  Lorenz. — "  Seals  are  not  decreasing." 
Tkeodor  M&gnesen. — "  As  many  as  other  years." 
W.  E.  Baker. — "  Quite  as  many  as  ever  before." 

Robert  E.  McKiel. — "As  many  this  year  as  ever  before." 

George  McDonald. — "  Quite  as,  if  not  more,  numerous  than  ever  before." 

Joseph  Hall. — "  Just  as  many  this  year  as  last." 

A.  D.  Laing. — "  As  man)'  last  year  as  ever  before." 

John  Morris. — "  About  in  the  same  numbers." 

"Victor  Jacobsen. — "  As  many  this  year  as  last." 

H.  L.  Ahjar. — "  Not  fewer  now  than  six  or  eight  years  ago." 

F.  G.  Warrington.—"  As  plentiful,  or  more  so,  than  ever  before." 

J.  D.  Warren. — "  No  decrease  in  numbers  of  seals  off  the  coast." 

William  Hermann. — "  I  do  not  notice  a  material  difference  in  the  number  met  with  since  the  time 
I  began  hunting  until  now." 

William  Brown. — "During  my  fourteen  years'  residence  on  those  islands  [Aleutian]  and  main!  i    1 
of  Alaska  I  have  not  noticed  that  the  seals  have  diminished  in  numbers." 

George  Scott. — "  I  do   not  see  any   difference  in  the  number  of  seals  now   and    when    I    be 
sealing." 

George  Wester. — "  Seals  are  just  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  the  first  year  I  went  hunting, .... 
and  I  have  seen  as  man}-,  if  not  more,  this  year  [1802]  as  in  any  previous  year." 

Charles  Lutjens. — "  I  cannot  say  that  I  notice  any  difference  in  the  number  of  seals  now  and  w  I 
I  first  began  scaling." 

Charles  Hartiwen. — "I  believe  the  seals  are  just  as  numerous  as  ever." 

Milton  Scott. — "  I  think  that  I  saw  last  year  more  seals  than  I  ever  saw  since  I  hunted  first, 
do  not  think  their  number  is  diminishing." 

J.  S.  Worth. — "I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difference  now  in  the  number  of  seals  I  see  than 
when  I  first  began  hunting." 

MieJiael  Keefe. — "  This  year  I  saw  just  as  many  seals  on  the  coast  as  in  any  of  the  first  three  years 
I  was  out  sealing." 

W.  0.  Shafter. — "The  seals  seem  to  be  as  thick  now  as  ever  they  have  been." 

C.  E.  Moekler, — "  Seals  are  just  as  plentiful  this  year  as  in  any  year  in  my  experience,  and  I  do 
not  think  they  are  decreasing.'' 

J.  W.  Crew.—"  I  saw  as  many  seals  this  year  as  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  cannot  notice  that  they 
are  decreasing." 

II.  F.  Sieward. — "  Seals  are  as  plentiful  this  year  as  I  have  ever  seen  them." 

C.  F.  Dillon. — "  I  don't  think  seals  are  getting  any  scarcer,  at  least  at  sea." 

G.  C.  Gcrou: — "They  were  as  plentiful  as  ever  last  year  [1891]." 

Frank  Moreau. — "  I  do  not  notice  that  seals  are  decreasing." 

James  Carthcut. — "Always  sealed  along  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea,  and  notice  no  difference  in 
the  number  of  seals  from  the  first  to  the  last  year." 


32 

//  t-hitte. — "There  are  just  as  many  seals  along  the   coast  now  as  when  I  first  began  to  hunt  1m, 
j  are  found  further  off  shore." 

Kasado. — Does  not  think  seals  are  less  plentiful,  but  they  have  been  frightened  away  from  the 
shore. 

Clahapisum. — "There  are  as  many 'seals  as  formerly,  but  they  are  more  frightened  and  hard 
to  kill.  ' 

Ilmiaisum  and  Clahouto  think  the  same  as  Clahapisum. 

II  alter  Watt.—"  I  believe  that  the  seals  are  just  as  plentiful  as  years  ago." 

(  :, ,',  ia_ — "  i  think  the  seals  are  just  as  plentiful  as  they  used  to  be." 

( 'harles  Hayuhs. — "  This  year  1  saw  as  many  seals  as  I  ever  saw  before.   None  of  us  Indians  think 
the  seals  are  any  fewer." 

Oquaglm. — "  Seals  are  just  as  plentiful  as  ever,  but  do  not  come  in  so  close  to  shore  now  as  before 
white  men  commenced  hunting." 

Kach-kach-ah. — "  Seals  are  as  plentiful  as  ever." 

Cli",  ii>  and  Harry  think  as  Kach-kach-ah  does. 

« 

Shevnsh. — "  They  are  as  thick  as  they  used  to  be." 

Clat-ka-koi. — "  The  seals  appear  to  be  as  plentiful  now  as  formerly.' 

Kickiana  agrees  with  what  is  said  by  Clat-ka-koi. 

Click-la-hou-to. — "  I  believe  that  seals  are  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  when  I  first  commenced  to 
hunt." 

Keskuqua  and  Clatchu  believe  as  Click-ladiou-to  does. 

Clat-misk  got  more  seals  this  year  than  last. 

Wahka,  NaMcyak,  Claphighup,  Tsawassup,  and  Tootush  had  the  same  experience  as  Clatnii.sk. 

Ehcnchcsut. — "  Just  as  many  seals  as  ever." 

Tmihap  thinks  as  Ehenchesut  does. 

Annetz-a-chett. — "The  seals  appeared  to  me  [in  1892]  as  plentiful  as  when  I  last  hunted  five 
years  ago." 

Louis  Annetz-a-chett  agrees  with  Annetz-a-Chett. 

Hat-la-cuntl  sees  no  difference  in  the  number  of  seals  now  and  when  he  first  went  out  sealing. 

'   dar-kanim,  up  to  the  time  he  gave  up  hunting  three  years  ago,  had  noticed  no  difference  in  the 
number  of  seals." 

Ax-clappa  has  not  hunted  for  three  years,  and  thinks  as  Cedar-Kanim  does. 

Qui-an-ah. — "  The  seals  seem  to  be  as  plentiful  now  as  when  I  first  went  sealing." 

Enocto. — I  think  the  seals  are  just  as  thick  now  as  some  years  ago." 

Quat-loose,  Fred,  Suit-hatchest,  Petty,  Kawannass,  Shooksa,  Keelthlah,  John  Werghlah,  Tacoottish, 
M>  cklemick,  ami  Skeeuah  think  as  Enocto  does. 

High-eit-Hck-skeel. — "I  do  not  think  they  [the  seals]  are  fewer  than  they  were  seven  or  eight  years 
ago." 

Charlie  Quisto. — "  The  seals  come  to  this  coast  just  as  many  as  ever." 

,-    -ah-sum  and  Wech-tin  believe  as  Charlie  Quisto  does. 

Schoultwich. — "Along  the  coast  and  in  the  Sound  [Barclay]  seals  were  not  as  plentiful  in  1892 
as  1891."     Accounts  for  this  by  white  hunters  having  come  early  and  scared  the  seals  away. 
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Clawaimack,  So-y-uk,  Thompson,  Jack,  Too-lootch,  and  Jimmy  think  as  Schoultwick  does 

Atelu  does  not  think  there  are  as  many  seals  now  near  the  shore  us  in  1886,  but  thinks  there  are 
just  as  many  skins  [taken]. 

Ah-nah-yook  agrees  with  Atelu. 

James  McBae. — "  Fewer  seals  this  year  than  last."     ("  Oscar  and  Hattie.") 

William    O'Zeary. — "This   year   not   so   many   as   last   year.     Last   year   more  than  any  year 
but  1890." 

William  Cowie. — "  Fewer  seals  than  last  year."     ("  Oscar  and  Hattie.") 

Frank  Campbell. — "  Seals  scarcer  this  year  than  last."     ("Oscar  and  Hattie.") 

(Note. — The  "  Oscar  and  Hattie  "  did  not  leave  Victoria  until  late  in  the  season.) 

Adolphe  F.  Carlson — "  I  think  seals  are  decreasing,  for  I   hear  so  from  those  on  the  Island  of 
Shumagh:  and  other  islands  in  that  vicinity,  and  I  don't  think  I  see  so  many  myself." 


X. — Statements  relating  to  Coition  of  Fur-seals  at  Sea. 

Charles  J.  Harris. — Has  seen  seals  pairing  in  Behring  Sea. 

Charles  Le  Blanc. — Has  seen  seals  pairing  in  water,  and  describes  manner  of  effecting  copulation. 
Has  seen  both  male  and  female  killed  at  such  times. 

Abel  Douglas. — Has  often  killed  both  male  and  female  while  they  were  copulating,  and  describes 
manner  in  which  it  is  effected. 

George  Roberts  saw  seals  pairing  in  the  water  on  Fairweather  grounds  in  1892. 

J.  S.  Fanning  lias  seen  seals  attempting  to  have  connection  in  the  water. 

Abraham  Billard  has  shot  both  seals  wdiile  they  were  pairing  in  the  water. 

William  O'Zeary  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water. 

A.  S.  Campbell  has  seen  seals  copulating  in  the  water,  ami  once  killed  the  female.     It  was  a  cow 
with  milk  in  her  breasts.     He  describes  manner  of  effecting  copulation. 

F.  Campbell  saw  seals  pairing  off  Mount  St.  Elias  in  June  1891. 

Joseph   Brown   has   seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  once  killed  the  male  and  the   female; 
the  female  was  a  young  one  that  had  never  had  a  pup. 

William  Be  Witt  once  killed  both  the  male  and  the  female  when  they  were  pairing  in  the  water. 

William  (!.  Goudie  twice  saw  seals  pairing  in  Behring  Sea. 

J.  H.  Haake  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  has  killed  both  male  and  female. 

George  F.  French  twice  shot  both  the  male  and  the  female  when  they  were  pairing  in  the  water. 

Oscar  Scarf  has  often  seen  seals  having  connection  in  the  water,  and  has  killed  both  male  and 
female  while  they  were  in  the  act. 

Frederick  W.  Strong  once  saw  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  shot  both  of  them. 

William   Shields  lias  seen  seals  attempting  to  pair  in   the  water,  and  has  shot  both  male  and 
female  often.     Describes  actions  of  the  seals  at  such  times. 

[118]  K 
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Charles  A.  W  has  often  seen  seals  as  he  thought  pairing  in  kelp,  and  has  killed  both. 

Emii  Ramlosi  has  3een  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  describes  their  actions. 

ifagnesen  lias  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  has  heard  his  hunters  say  that  this 
will  be  seen  whenever  there  is  ;i  Large  body  of  seals  with  the  sexes  mixed. 

...  Mi  Donald  once  saw  two  seals  shot  while  they  were  pairing  in  the  water,  and  describes  the 
manner  in  which  copulation  is  effected. 

A  gust  Eeppen  desciibes  manner  in  which  seals  copulate  in  the  water. 

Thomas  3.  Brown  lias  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  has  watched  them  for  as  long  as  five 
minutes  al  such  times 

Walter  Heay  has  watched  seals  for  upwards  of  five  minutes  while  they  were  pairing  in  the  water, 
and  describes  manner  in  which  copulation  is  effected. 

//    -  m  /;.  Jones  has  shot  both  seals  while  they  were  pairing  in  the  water  in  Behring  Sea. 

Edward  Cantillion  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water. 

A.  C.  Folger  has  seen  seals  attempting  to  pair  in  the  water  hundreds  of  times,  and  says  that  the 
male-  are  a  class  larger  than  those  that  are  killed  on  the  Seal  Islands. 

Andrew  McGarva  has  shot  both  male  and  female  seals  as  they  were  attempting  to  pair  in  the 
water. 

Eobert  F.  Findley  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  shot  both  male  and  female  at  such 
times. 

Thomas  Garner  on  two  occasions  in  Behring  Sea   shut  both  male  and   female  while  they  were 
pairing  in  the  water,  and  describes  at  length  the  manner  in  which  copulation  was  effecti  d. 

John  Kraft  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water. 

Fri'ni,  G.  Warrington  describes  manner  in  which  copulation  is  effected  by  seals  in  the  water. 

G.  E.  Miner  lias  seen  seals  attempting  to  pair  in  the  water. 

Captain  G.  Scott  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  at  such  times  has  been  able  to  kill  both 
by  killing  the  cow  first. 

Georgi    Wester  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  ami  at  those  times  has  been  able  to  kill  both 

the  male  and  the  female. 

William  Conners  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water,  and  by  killing  the  female  first  has  been  able 
tn  get  both. 

William  Petit  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  Behring  Sea,  and  describes  manner  in  which  copulation  is 
ted. 

' '.  F.  Dillon  has  seen  seals  pairing  in  the  water  in  Behring  Sea. 


XI. — Evidence  respecting  the  Resort  of  Fur-seals  to  new  Breeding-places  from  time  to  time. 

/.'.  /'.  Miner.— "The  next  year,  1882, 1  sailed  from  Yokohama  in  the  schooner  '  Otome ' 
otter-hunting  to  the  Kurile  Islands.  The  year  before  that  Captain  Snow  had  found  a  new  rookery  on 
Shed-noi  Island,  and  in  1882  we  went  there  and  camped  ashore  ;  there  were  eight  schooners  of  us.  I 
do  not  remember  exactly  how  many  seals  we  got  then,  hut  know  that  there  were  1,000  in  the  first  drive. 
A.  rookery  had  been  found  on  Moo-shir  Rocks  the  year  before,  and  we  worked  both  rookeries  that 
summer.'.  .  .     In  1883  1  went  in  the  schooner  'Otsego,'  of   Yokohama,  sea-utter  and  seal  hunting,  but 
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we  wanted  particularly  to  find  a  rookery  in  the  Japan  Sea.  I  was  mate  and  navigator.  We  were 
looking  for  the  Waywoda  Rocks,  on  which  seals  had  been  reported  to  haul  out,  but  these  rocks,  I 
believe,  do  not  exist.  We  found  seals,  however,  on  the  Bittern  Rocks,  14  miles  off' north-west  coast  of 
Nipon  Island.  .  .  .  fin  1881]  we  landed  mi  two  small  islands  to  the  northward  of  Karaginski,  and 
though  we  found  no  fur-seals,  we  found  a  great  many  skeletons  and  skulls  ashore  there;  tve  skulls 
were  all  broken  up  as  it'  they  had  been  clubbed.  ...  Tn  18S4  we  went  from  Karaginsk-i  island  to 
Yokohama,  getting  a  few  seals  on  the  Moo-shir  Eocks.  ...  In  1885  I  went  out  as  master  of  the 
'  Penelope,'  and  discovered  a  new  rookery  on  Eaikoke  Island,  one  of  the  Kurile  group.  We  got  about 
3,500  skins  there.  ...  In  L886  I  was  again  master  of  the  'Penelope,'  and  visited  Eaikoke  Island, 
Moo-shir  Eocks,  and  Shed-noi,  but  got  only  about  500  seals." 

Captain  A.  C.  Folger.  —"Besides  the  rookeries  on  the  Commander  Islands  and  Robben  Keel'.  1 
know  of  hauling-out  places — not  rookeries.  One  place  was  a  little  island  called  Eaikoke,  right  in  the 
middle  of  the  Kurile  group.  Vessels  went  there  every  year  sea-otter  and  sea-lion  hunting,  but  no  seals 
had  ever  been  seen  there;  but  in  1886  [1885],  when  on  the  'Penelope,'  Captain  Miner,  we  were 
surprised  to  find  thousands  of  seals  hauled  out  there.  I  had  been  at  this  place  for  the  three  previous 
sea  sons  ;  there  must  have  been  12,000  or  15,000  seals — among  them  70(1  or  800  pups.  We  took 
4,000  skins,  and  had  not  salt  to  cure  more.  .  .  .  Captain  Snow,  in  1879  1  think  it  was,  found  seals  on 
.Moo-shir  Pocks.  I  and  all  the  other  hunters  had  been  there  the  year  before  and  other  years,  but  never 
saw  seals.  ...  I  know  from  the  experience  I  have  had  that  it  is  a  common  thing  for  seals  on  that  side 
to  haul  out  on  new  grounds,  and  every  schooner  always  made  a  point  of  stopping  at  every  barren  rock 
to  have  a  look  for  seals." 

William  Hermann  states  that  two  years  ago  (1890)  he  was  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea.  and  his  schooner 
got  2S3  seals  on  the  Island  of  St.  Iona,  and,  altogether,  70(1  seals  were  got  there  that  year  by  three 
schooners  and  last  year  he  was  there  and  got  551  in  the  schooner  "  Arctic"  These  were  got  hauled  up 
on  the  rocks,  and  were  first  discovered  by  Captain  Pine,  of  the  "  Arctic,"  in  1889.  Einht  vears  ago 
( 'aptain  Petersen,  of  the  schooner  "  Diana."  of  Yokohama,  was  there,  and  there  were  no  seals  there 

S.  L.  Bechvith  says:  "I  remember  there  was  a  seal  rookery  on  Ketoy  Island,  one  of  the  Kurile 
group  ;  that  was  about  1873  or  1874.     I  have  been  there  since,  and  they  are  all  destroyed." 

Warren  F.  Upson. — "  Commenced  killing  fur-seals  as  a  business  about  thirteen  years  ago.  .  .  .  Was 

otter-hunting,  principally  among  the  Kurile  group,  up  to  the  time  I  commenced  seal-hunting,  and  was 
as  familiar  with  all  the  islands  of  the  group  as  I  am  with  the  streets  of  this  city,  from  Cape  Xogshof  to 
Kamchatka,  and  know  that  there  were  no  rookeries  at  that  time  on  those  islands.  I  know  Eaikoke, 
Moo-shir,  and  Shed-noi  Eocks,  and  to  my  knowledge  there  were  no  rookeries  on  them  during  my  otter- 
hunting  days,  but  I  have  learned  since  that  Captain  Miner  has  taken  a  large  number  of  seals  on  some 
of  those  rocks." 

Adohphe  F.  Carlson, — "  1  hunted  otter  along  the  Kurile  Islands  from  1872  till  1883,  and  know 
that  up  to  1879  there  were  no  rookeries  on  Raikoke  Island  or  Moo-shir  Rocks,  and  seals  up  to  thai 
time  never  hauled  up  on  either  of  these  islands  to  breed,  but  I  learn  they  weie  found  there  in  1880  at 
1881." 

Frederick  Crocker. — "  I  first  hunted  among  the  Kurile  Islands  in  1881,  and  found  rookeries  on  the 
Shed-noi  and  Moo-shir  Rocks  and  Raikoke  Island,  and  we  made  good  takes,  but  cannot  say  now 
exactly  how  many  ;   that  year  1   was  in  the  '  Diana'  sailing  from  Yokohama.'' 


X  LI. —  Evidence  of  Sealer.--  relating  to  Comparisons  between  Seals  obtained  on  the  American 

and  Asiatic  Sides  of  the  North  Pacific. 

Cliarles  Le  Blanc.—"  I  have  never  noticed  or  detected  any  difference  in  the  seals  on  the  two  sides 
of  the  North  Pacific  or  Behring  Sea.     I  believe  them  to  be  identical." 

Abel  Douglas.—"  There  is  no  difference  that  I  can  .see  in  the  seals  that  go  to  the  two  groups 
of  islands,  unless  it  is  that  the  seals  on  the  Russian  side  are  a  little  darker  in  colour." 

Abraham  Billard. — "  I  do  not  know  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the 

Pacific." 

Otto  Buchholz. — "  1  don't  know  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  and  on  the 
American  coasts.  The  former  may  lie  a  trifle  darker  in  colour  at  the  same  time  of  year,  hut  I  cannot 
tell  one  from  another." 
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William  O'Leary. — "  1  have  been  sealing  two  seasons  on  the  Asiatic  side  ol  Behring  Sea,  and  have 
not  been  able  to  detect  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  that  side  and  those  on  the  American  side." 

A.  R.  Bissett-  "1  was  over  to  the  Copper  [sland  grounds  this  year.  My  hunters  got  421  seals 
then-.  The  only  difference  between  the  seals  over  tin-re  and  on  this  side  that  I  can  see  is  that  the 
Copper  [sland  seal  is  a  little  darker  in  colour.     The  seals  there  are  not  so  fat  as  on  this  side." 

//.  R.  Smith. — "The  seals  offCopper  Island  seem  a  shade  darker  than  on  the  eastern  side,  and  are 
certain!}  uot  so  fat." 

W.  G.  Goudic. — "  I  know  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Ocean.  1  don't 
think  there  is  any  difference." 

Georg*  F.  French. — '-The  only  difference  1  have  noticed  in  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Pacific  is 
that  the  Asiatic  seals  are  a  shade  darker  on  the  average,  and  taking  the  average  of  a  catch,  a  little 
larger  1  could  not  tell  the  skins  of  the  two  apart  i1  I  saw  them  together  except  by  the  darker  colour. 
Seme  seals  are  darker  than  others  on  the  American  side." 

Frederick  W.  Strong. — "I  cannot  see  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  coasts,  except 
that  they  are  not  nearh  so  wild  on  the  Asiatic  side  as  on  the  American  side." 

W.  Sliields. — "There  is  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  Russian  and  the  American  side  of 
Behring  Sea  unless  it  is  that  those  on  the  Russian  side  are  a  little  darker  in  colour." 

Colin  Locke. — "The  skins  taken  on  the  Asiatic  side  seemed  to  be  of  better  quality,  but  there  is  not 
any  difference  in  the  animals  themselves." 

Emit  Ramlose. — "  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  this  side  of  Behring 
Sea  and  on  the  other  side,  unless  it  is  that  on  the  Russian  side  the  seals  are  lighter  in  colour." 

Frm  st  Lorenz. — "  I  don't  see  any  difference  between  seals  on  the  American  and  Asiatic  side,  and 
don't  ihiiik  anybody  can.     They  seem  alike  in  all  respects." 

Theodor  Magnesen. — "1  did  not  notice,  and  do  not  behave  that  there  is,  any  difference  between 
the  seals,  unless  it  is  that  they  are  darker  in  colour  on  the  Russian  side." 

W.  E.  Baker. — "The  only  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  Behring  Sea  that  I 
have  seen  is  that  the  seals  are  darker  there  [on  the  Asiatic  side]." 

Robert  McKeU. — -  I  have  noticed  no  difference  in  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  and  on  the  American 
side  of  Behring  Sea,  unless  it  is  that  the  seals  are  darker  on  the  other  side.  I  certainly  could  not  tell 
them  apart  in  the  water." 

E.  P.  Miner. — "I  have  seen  many  thousand  skins  from  both  the  Asiatic  and  American  sides  of 
Behring  Sea.  and  could  never  see  any  difference  between  them,  and  do  not  believe  that  any  one  could. 
I  sealed  on  both  sides  this  year,  and  do  not  believe  that  any  one  could  separate  my  Copper  Island 
skins  from  the  American  coast  -kins." 

Joseph  Hull. — '■  I  do  not  know  of  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  -ides  of  the  Pacific, 
except  that  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  seem  a  shade  darker  on  the  breast,  but  some  of  the  seals  here 
are  exactly  like  those  on  the  Asiatic  side.  The  seals  on  the  two  sides  are  exactly  alike  in  shape 
but  those  on  the  Asiatic  side,  especially  bulls,  do  not  seem  so  fat  as  the  American." 

Neil  Morrison. — "  So  tar  a-  my  experiem  e  goes,  I  believe  the  fur  on  the  seals  of  the  Asiatic  side 
to  be  slightly  thicker  and  darker  than  that  ol  the  seals  on  this  side,  hut  in  other  respects  the  seals  on 

the  two  sides  ale  exactly  the  same" 

John  Will iij ms. — "The  only  difference  1  noticed  between  the  two  lots  of  skins  was  thai  tic 
Copper  Island  skin-  seemed  to  me  a  little  lighter  in  colour,  certainly  not  darker." 

John  Christian. — "J  cannot  detect  any  difference  between  seals  on  the  American  and  Asiatic 
coasts." 

Matthew  McGrath. —  I  took  seals  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacifii  Ocean  tin-  year,  and  saw  many 
others,  hut  1  could  not  see,  and  do  not  believe  there  is.  any  difference  between  the  animals  frequenting 
the  two  places." 

Walter  Heay.—"  I  don't  see  any  difference  between  seals  on  Copper  Island  side  and  American 
side,  except  that  thej  are  a  little  darker  on  the  breast  and  belly,  and  a  little  tamer." 

Joseph  -I.  Beclcingliam. — "l  was  over  on  the  Russian  sale  tin-  year,  but  could  not  see  any 
difference  between  tic   seals  there  ami  those  on  the  American  side." 
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IT.  S.   Alqar. — "There  is  no  difference,  as   far  as  I  could  e  between   the 

Asiatic  side  of  Behring  Sea  and  on  the  American  side  as  regards  size,  shape,  general  appearance,  &c." 

Hiram  B.  Jones. — "There  is  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  Japan  coast  and  on  the 
American  coast.  I  took  L.817  skins  on  the  Japan  const,  and  saw  enough  seals  to  be  able  to  form  a 
good  idea  as  to  whether  the  animals  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  were  the  same,  and  I  consider 
that  they  are  the  same." 

Edward  '''infill ion. — "I  sealed  on  the  Asiatic  side  this  year,  and  could  notice  no  particular 
difference  between  the  skins  found  there  and  those  found  on  the  American  side." 

Albert  C.  Folger. — "  I  have  killed  thousands  of  seals  on  the  Japan  coast  and  on  this  side,  and  there 
is  no  difference  between  them  ;  none  of  the  men  I  hunted  with  could  tell  them  apart;  I  don't 
believe  that  any  man  could  tell  them  apart," 

Albert  J.  Bert  mm. — "  The  seals  look  larger  there  [on  the  Asiatic  side],  but  otherwise  I  see  no 
difference  between  them  and  the  seals  on  this  side." 

Andrew  MeGarva. — "  The  seals  on  the  Copper  Island  side  are  a  little  darker  in  colour,  I  think, 
than  those  on  the  American  side." 

Robert  S.  Findlcy. — "  I  think  the  seals  on  the  Eussian  side  are  exactly  the  same  kind  of  animal  as 
on  this  side." 

G.  E.  Miner. — "  I  have  sealed  three  seasons  on  the  Copper  Island  side  of  Behring  Sea.  I  have 
tried  to  tell  the  difference  between  the  seal  on  the  American  side  and  on  the  Russian  side,  but  putting 
the  skins  side  by  side  I  cannot  see  any  difference." 

Laughlin  McLean. — "  I  can  see  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  this  side  and  on  the  Eussian 
side." 

J.  D.  Warren. — "  This  year  I  handled  a  lot  of  skins  taken  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds.  I  did 
not  notice  any  difference  between  them  and  skins  taken  on  the  coast  on  this  side  of  Behring  Sea.  The 
two  lots  appear  to  me  exactly  alike." 

Joseph  Brown. — "  The  seals  on  the  Copper  Island  side  are  darker  in  colour  than  on  this  side,  but 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  other  difference." 

J.  Siteman  was  mate  of  the  "  Geneva  "  in  1892,  when  600  skins  were  taken  on  the  Asiatic  coast  ; 
he  had  charge  of  all  the  skins,  and  did  not  notice  any  difference  between  the  seals  taken  on  that  coast 
and  on  the  American  coast. 

George  Scolt. — "  I  have  not  noticed  any  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  skins  caught  on  the  Asiatic 
and  American  sides." 

Charles  Hartiwen. — "  In  my  opinion  the  Asiatic  seal,  the  Japanese,  and  the  American,  are  the  same, 
and  I  don't  think  an  expert,  after  they  have  been  salted,  can  tell  them  apart.  I  have  had  a  large 
experience  in  all  three  kinds  of  skins,  and  am  therefore  competent  to  speak." 

Milton  Scott. — "  I  have  never  noticed  any  difference  in  the  quality  between  the  Eussian  and  the 
American  skin,  but  I  think  the  former  a  little  darker." 

Charles  Francis. — "The  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  are  more  copper-coloured  on  the  breast  and  bellies 
than  on  this  side,  but  there  is  no  other  difference  that  I  ever  noticed.  I  have  seen  exactly  the  same 
thing  in  seals  on  this  coast,  but  not  so  many  of  them." 

Michael  Keefe.  — "  There  is  no  difference  in  the  seals  on  the  two  coasts.  There  may  be  a  difference 
of  quality  in  the  fur,  but  in  the  seal  itself  there  is  none." 

George  Wells. — "  I  noticed  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Pacific.  I  often 
get  seals  on  the  American  coast  differing  slightly  in  colour  from  the  general  run,  and  the  same  is  true 
on  the  Asiatic  side." 

W.  0.  Sliaftcr. — "  Skins  on  this  coast  look  to  me  to  be  better  than  those  on  the  Asiatic,  as  the  hair 
looks  to  be  longer." 

Lee  J.  Thiers. — "I  have  never  noticed  any  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  skins  taken  along  this 
coast  from  those  in  Behring  Sea,  and  I  would  not  know  the  difference  between  those  taken  on  the 
American  coast  and  those  of  the  Japan  side." 

W.  F.  Upson. — "  In  my  experience  there  is  no  difference  in  the  fur  of  any  of  the  seals,  American 
or  Eussian,  but  I  have  killed  seals  off  Guadaloupe  Island,  and  found  the  fur  lighter  in  colour  and 
quality,  and  not  as  valuable  as  the  others." 

|_]18J  L 
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A.  W.  Eoland. — "The  fnr  nf  the  seals  generally  on  the  Asiatic  coast  is  a  shade  darker  than  on 
this  side,  but  1  ha  eals  on  bhis  a    -:  as  dark  in  colour  as  any  1  saw  over  there.    Except  in  this 

respect  there  is  no  difference  between  them." 

1  ws. — "  I  did  no  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  North 

Pacific,  except  that  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  seemed  nol  so  wild  as  on  this  coast.  I  think  there 
were  a  larger  number  of  darker-coloured  Mais  on  that  side,  but  the  difference  is  slight,  and  1  have 
seen  seals  of  the  same  shade  of  colour  on  this  side." 

Frank  Moreau. — "J  think  there  is  a  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  skins  on  the  Eussian  and 
American  because  I  have  noticed  more  shaggy  and  rough  skins  on  the  Russian  than  on  the 

American." 

Peter  Hammel. — "I  could  not  see  the  difference  between  the  skins  taken  on  the  Japanese  coast 
and  those  taken  on  the  American  coast." 


XIII. — Evidence  of  Sealers  respecting  the  possibility  of  distinguishing  the  Sex  of  Seals  by 

Appearance  of  Skins. 

LaugMin  McLean. — "I  cannot  tell  a  skin  of  a  female  from  that  of  a  male  by  the  teats,  for  both 
have  teats,  and  salted  skins  could  not  be  separated  in  that  way.  There  is  no  way  to  tell  the  sex  of  the 
seal  a  salted  skin  is  taken  from.     1  don't  believe  any  man  can  tell  the  difference." 

Captain  E.  Lorenz. — "  Male  and  female  skins  of  the  same  size  cannot  be  distinguished  one  from 
the  other." 

Captain  Wentworth  E.  Baker. — "  It  is  not  possible  to  tell  a  male  from  a  female  seal  by 
the  skin." 

David  Laing,  engaged  in  the  sealing  business  since  1867,  says:  "  I  have  handled  many  thousands, 
and  could  not  teil  the  sex  of  the  seal  from  which  they  were  taken  by  the  skins." 

James  TV.  Todd. — "  In  1887,  after  seizure,  my  vessel  was  taken  to  Unalaska.  I  had  on  deck  a 
number  of  male  seals  unskinued.  At  Unalaska  they  were  taken  ashore,  and  the  expert  there, 
employed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  pronounced  them  females.  It  was  not  till  the  sexual 
organs  were  examined  that  this  expert  would  admit  that  the  seals  were  males." 

Captain  Hiram  B.  Jones. — "  From  the  skin  alone  the  sex  of  the  animals  could  not  be  determined 
except  in  the  case  of  large  bull  seals." 

A.  J.  Bertram,  six  years'  experience  :  "  I  do  not  think  the  sexes  could  be  distinguished  by  the 

skins." 

Robert  John  Horton,  thirty-two  years  in  employ  of  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  Victoria,  says  that 
every  year  he  has  handled  fur-seal  skins  brought  in  by  Indians  and  schoonerSj  and  that  he  cannot  tell 
the  skin  of  a  male  from  that  of  a  female.  He  thinks  it  almost  impossible  for  any  one  to  do  so, 
especially  when  the  skins  are  about  the  same  average  size.  Old  bulls  and  grey  pups  can  be 
distinguished  from  the  others,  but  the  sex  of  a  grey  pup  cannot  be  told  from  the  skin.  .  .  .  The  sex  of 
the  seal  cannot  be  told  by  the  colour  or  length  of  its  whiskers." 

George  Scott. — "  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  tell  a  male's  skin  from  a  female's  when  it  has  been 
removed  from  the  carcase." 

Charles D.  Ladd. — "I  have  been  constantly  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins  since  the  year  1885,  and, 
consider  it  is  most  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  determine  the  sex  of  the  animal  from  which  undressed 
skins  in  the  raw  state  have  been  taken.'" 

Charles  Hartiwen,  sixteen  years'  experience  :  "  I  consider  it  impossible  for  aDV  expert  in  skins  to 
infallibly  pick  out  male  from  female  skins  after  they  have  been  salted  and  before  being  dressed,  and  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  to  select  from  a  large  number  of  salted  skins  those  of  the  cows  that  had  been 
carrying  pup,  and  had  their  pups  taken  from  them  after  death.", 

George  We  ter,  thirteen  years'  experience :  "  Skins  that  are  in  the  rough  and  just  taken  out  of  the 
salt  recprire  the  most  critical  scrutiny  to  tell  whether  the}-  are  males  or  females,  and  in  my  opinion  it 
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can  then  be  only  a  matter  of  guess-work,  except  in  the  case  of  an  old  bull.  In  my  opinion  it  is  a 
matter  of  impossibility,  even  with  the  closest  scrutiny,  for  any  expert  to  say  that  any  skin  was  the 
skin  of  a  female  that  had  been  large  with  pup,  and  from  which  such  pup  had  been  cut." 

A.  0.  Sutherland  has  been  in  the  sealing  business  five  or  six  years,  and,  in  addition  to  hunting,  has 
purchased  large  quantities  of  sealskins  for  shipment,  and  does  not  believe  it  possible  for  any  one  to 
say  from  which  sex  skins  bad  been  taken. 

Norman.  Hodgson,  hunter  on  "  Corwin " :  "  After  the  skins  are  salted  I  consider  it  impossible  to 
define  the  sex  of  the  smaller  skins  up  to  3  years.  With  the  old  cows  and  old  bulls,  of  course,  an 
expert  can  tell,  but  I  consider  it  quite  impossible  for  any  one  to  say,  after  skins  had  been  salted,  that 
any  particular  skin  was  that  of  one  that  had  been  carrying  young,  and  from  which  the  pup  had 
beeu  cut." 


XIV. — References  to  Distribution  of  Seals  of  different  Sexes  and  Ages  at  Sea. 
John  Townsend. — "  All  kinds  of  seals  travel  together." 

George.  Roberts  has  sometimes  shot  all  males  in  a  band,  sometimes  all  females,  but  very  seldom. 
As  a  rule,  males  and  females  are  together. 

J.  S.  Funning. — "Generally  cows  and  bulls  travel  together." 

William  T.  Bragg. — "Males  and  females  travel  together,  and  the  yearlings  with  them." 

George  Dishow. — "  Generally  the  schools  were  of  all  kinds  of  seals  except  the  1-  and  2-year-olds, 
which  are  generally  by  themselves  either  ahead  or  behind." 

Otto  Buchhdz. — "  Younger  bulls  and  cows  generally  together,  and  the  2-year-old  pups  together  but 
sometimes  all  the  ages  of  both  sexes  are  found  together." 

James  McRae. — "  As  a  rule  the  males  and  females  go  together." 

William  O'Leary. — "  Males  and  females  travel  together  on  the  coast,  and  mixed  with  them  are  the 
yearlings." 

F.  Campbell. — "  Yearlings  travel  together,  sometimes  behind  the  others,  but  the  other  seals  are,  as  a 
rule,  mixed  together." 

Joseph  Brown. — "Males  and  females,  as  a  rule,  travel  together." 

A.  R.  Bissctt.  — "  Sometimes  the  seals  seem  to  band  together  according  to  age,  but  in  any  large 
school  there  are  to  be  found  both  sexes  of  all  ages." 

William  l)e  Wilt. — "The  bands  are  made  up  of  males  and  females,  young  and  old." 

W.  G.  Goudie. — "The  schools  are  made  up  of  male  and  female  seals,  young  and  old.     But  there 
are  sometimes  small  bands  of  one  sex." 

J  H.  Tla nlc — "Males  and  females  usually  travel  together."     He  has  known  cases  where  they 
travelled  separately. 

George  F.  French. — "  The  bands  were  made  up  of  both  sexes  of  all  ages,  except  old  bulls." 

Oscar  Scarf  h&s  seen  males  travelling  together,  and  females  together;  but  where  the  females  are  the 
males  are  not  far  off. 

F.  W.  Strong.—"  These  bands  of  seals  contain  both  sexes  and  all  ages  but  old  bulls."     He  has  very 
seldom  seen  small  bands  of  ten  or  fifteen  of  one  sex. 

Andrew  Mathison. — "  These  schools  were  of  all  kinds  of  seals — both  sexes,  young  and  old." 

William  Sh  '■■  Ids,  until  1802,  found  males  and  females,  including  grey  pups,  travelling  together  but 
in  1892  he  found  bulls  in  schools  by  themselves. 
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M.  Les  an  1  females  travel  together."     Has  never  seen  many  yearlin 

Ernest  Loreni. — "  Fearlings  and  2-year-olds  travel  mostly  by  themselves  ;  older  males  and  females 
together." 

Isaac  O'Quinn. — "  The  bunches  were  made  up  of  all  kinds  of  seals  from  old  bulls  to  2-year-olds." 
Has  never  seen  a  large  band  of  seals  of  one  kind. 

William  /'  wings. — "  The  large  seals  of  both  sexes  generally  travel  together." 

David  Laing. — "  Sometimes  a  band  of  bulls  might  be  seen  together,  but,  as  a  rule,  the  males  and 
females  travel  together,  and  with  them  are  mixed  the  yearlings." 

August  Beppen. — "  The  males  and  females  travel  together." 

Thomas  H.  Brown. — "  Male  and  female  seals  travel  together,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  yearlings  are  with 
them." 

Victor  Jacobson. — "  The  large  males  and  females  always  travel  together." 

John  Christina. — "  Sometimes  we  get  among  young  seals — mostly  males — for  a  day  or  two,  then 
among  cows  and  bulls  mixed." 

William  limy. — "  Some  days  I  have  got  mostly  cows,  others  young  bulls,  but  generally  find  them 
mixed  up,  all  ages,  of  both  sexes." 

IT.  S.  Algar  has  noticed  that  when  the  seals  were  brought  on  board  the  schooner  both  sexes  were 
together. 

Hiram.  B.  Jones. — "Some  places  we  get  nearly  all  males,  and  some  places  nearly  all  females,  but 
generally  the  two  sexes  are  mixed." 

Ed/ward  Odntillion thinks  that  males  and  females  go  in  separate  bands  sometimes,  "but  knows  that 
when  seals  are  plentiful  the  two  sexes  are  mixed  together." 

Andrew  McGarra  has  noticed  that  females  often  travel  in  separate  bodies,  but  that  they  travel 
mixed  together  as  well. 

Thomas  Gamer. — "  Males  and  females  travel  together,  and  with  them  the  yearlings." 

Captain  Gorge  Scott. — "  On  the  Californian  and  Oregon  coast  the  schools  are  composed  of 
old  females  and  young  seals  of  both  sexes,  and  about  Cape  Flattery  they  are  joined  by  the  older 
males." 

Milton  Scott. — That  while  in  schools  the  seals  are  mixed  as  to  sex  and  age. 

C.  E.  Mockler. — "  Seals  travel  in  schools  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex." 

Lee  J.  Thiers. — "  We  see  seals  in  schools,  and  they  are  mixed  in  sexes  and  ages." 

Adolphe  F.  Carlson. — "  These  schools  [of  seals]  are  generally  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex." 

Frederick  Crocker. — "  Seals,  for  the  most  part,  travel  in  schools,  and  the  sexes  are  mixed." 

William  Conners. — "  Seals  travel  in  schools,  and  they  are  mixed  up,  males  and  females,  old  and 
young." 

P.  E.  Peterson. — "  Seals  travel  in  schools,  and  they  are  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex." 

James  Ford  says  that  schools  of  seals  are  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex. 

James  W.  Crew. — "  Schools  are  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex." 

W.  F.  Roland.—"  Generally  these  bands  and  schools  are  made  up  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes,  but 
now  and  then  1  have  seen  a  bunch  of  all  one  kind  and  sex." 

Andrew  McKeil.—"  The  schools  or  bunches  were  mixed,  all  ages,  of  both  sexes,  except  old  bulls, 
were  together." 

William  Petit.— "All  ages  and  sexes  travel  together." 
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Abner  Sinclair. — "  When  iu  bunches  the  older  males  and  females  are  mixed  together." 

William  Edwards. — "  I  have  seen  grey  pups  travelling  together,  and  sometimes  females  ;  generally 
the  older  seals  travel  together." 

Maurice  Edwards. — "Grey  pups  stay  pretty  well  together;  the  other  ages  and  both  sexes  mixed 
together." 

Wallace  Christian. — "I  have  found  this  year  [1892]  small  bunches  of  seals  of  one  sex  and  age." 

Thomas  O'Lcary. — "  I  found  seals  of  all  sexes  and  ages  mixed  together." 

Henry  Steward. — "  As  a  rule  all  ages  and  sexes  are  mixed  together." 

S.  W.  Buchnan. — "  I  think  the  young  males  travel  together,  and  that  the  older  ones  go  with  the 
females." 

Frank  Morcau. — "  Seals  are  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex." 

Peter  Hammel. — "The  schools  are  mixed — old  and  young,  male  and  female." 


XV. — Statements  relating  to  Raids  made  upon  the  Pribyloff  Islands. 

Adolphe  Mdderbjelke,  master  of  the  steam-schooner  "  Challenge  "  at  the  time  the  raid  was  made 
on  East  Rookery,  St.  George's  Island,  gives  a  full  account  of  the  raid  in  his  testimony;  of  this  the 
following  is  an  abstract : — ■ 

At  about  3  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  November,  1891,  he  was  close  enough  to  the  south 
side  of  the  island  to  have  been  seen  had  a  look-out  been  kept;  the  day  was  1  night  and  clear.  He 
passed  the  island  and  returned  about  midnight;  when  a  mile  away  from  the  island  a  boat  was  lowered 
and  sent  to  see  whether  the  coast  was  clear;  it  returned  about  1T5  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and 
three  boats  with  ten  men  were  sent  ashore.  The  schooner  steamed  in  after  them  until  so  close  that 
the  rocks  on  the  bottom  could  be  seen.  The  men  remained  ashore  until  nearly  7  o'clock ;  it  was  then 
daylight.  Frequent  attempts  were  made  to  get  the  seals  on  board,  but  the  swell  was  so  heavy  that 
only  thirty-seven  were  secured,  though  a  great  many  more  were  killed.  He  further  says :  "  I  could 
see  the  guard-house  plainly,  but  no  one  appeared,  though  a  tremendous  noise  was  made.  The  men 
were  continually  calling  out  and  shouting  ;  all  the  vessel's  lights  were  lit  during  the  whole  time  ;  no 
lights  were  taken  ashore,  as  the  night  was  clear,  the  moon  shining  during  the  early  part  of  the  evening." 
The  vessel  was  then  taken  round  to  the  other  side  of  the  island,  and  lay  at  anchor  there  until  3  o'clock 
the  next  day,  when  two  men  were  seen  on  a  hill- top,  and  the  schooner  steamed  away. 

Captain  E.  P.  Miner  says :  "  I  have  frequently  heard  of  raids  being  made  on  the  Pribyloff 
Islands.  In  1881  and  1882  two  schooners  anchored  to  the  northward  of  St.  Paul  Island  for  nearly 
the  whole  summer.  They  were  the  '  Otter'  and  'Alexander,'  vessels  owned  by  Liebes  and  Co.,  of  San 
Francisco.  The  captains  of  these  vessels  told  me  of  this  themselves.  In  1890,  in  September,  the 
'C.  H.  White'  made  a  raid  on  the  islands,  and  from  what  I  was  told  by  the  men  on  board  of  her 
nothing  was  known  on  the  islands  of  this  raid.  The  '  Edward  Webster '  raided  St.  George  Island  in 
1889.     The  captain  told  me  of  this  himself,  and  it  is  well  known  in  San  Francisco." 

A.  C.  Folgcr  says :  "  It  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  make  a  raid  if  it  is  gone  about  properly.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  to  go  quietly  to  the  seals  and  drive  a  few  of  them  to  one  side,  and  then  go  back  for 
more  when  they  are  killed."  He  further  saj7s :  "  I  more  than  once  made  raids  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands 
when  I  sailed  from  San  Francisco,  and  know  of  other  vessels  having  done  so.  We  understood  just 
how  to  work,  and  there  was  no  chance  of  its  being  known  that  we  had  been  there.  We  would  go 
ashore  and  quietly  drive  the  seals  down  to  the  edge  of  the  wrater,  as  near  the  water  as  possible,  so 
that  the  tide  or  waves  would  wash  the  blood  away.  We  would  have  the  boats  right  at  the  spot,  and 
would  take  the  seals  on  board  as  fast  as  they  were  killed  ;  we  never  left  anything  that  would  show  we 
had  been  there,  picking  up  the  slightest  bit  of  stick.  Two  of  us,  two  schooners,  lay  at  anchor 
?5  miles  off  St.  Paul;  we  were  there  six  weeks  ;  when  it  got  dark  we  would  run  in  to  North-east 
Point ;  we  were  anchored  on  the  east  side.  We  chose  that  place  because  when  there  was  surf  on  one 
side  of  the  point  there  might  not  be  on  the  other,  while  the  other  rookeries  could  only  be  approached 
from  one  side.  We  never  stayed  ashore  each  time  over  two  or  three  hours,  as  we  wanted  to  get  out  of 
sight  of  the  island  as  soon  as  possible.  The  people  on  the  island  never  knew  we  went  there,  and 
don't  know  to  this  day.  We  anchored  there  once  from  the  middle  of  June  until  the  cutter  left  in 
September,  going  in  whenever  the  weather  suited.  We  once  ran  in  too  near  the  village,  and  saw  a 
cutter  there  and  went  away  again,  bitt  we  found  the  coast  clear  the  next  night  and  got  about 
500  skins.  We  could  see  the  light  at  the  village.  We  knew  very  well  the  natives  did  not  keep  a 
good  watch.     We  got  about  2,000  skins  that  vear  off  the  island." 
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Kraft  says  :  "  I  was  last  year  on  the  'Borealis,'  and  we  were  over  on  the  Copper  Island  side, 

and  landed  there  in  November — at  least  we  tried  to  land,  but  the  weather  was  too  bad.     We  then 

came  over  to  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  tried  to  land  on  St.  George,  but  did  not  succeed.     We  then 

went  to  the  south-west  side  of  St.  Paul  Island,  and  landed  there.     We  got  400  skins.     We  saw  no  one 

ashore,  but  saw  a  cutter  while  we  were  anchored  under  a  high  bluff.     It  was  about  2  miles  off, 

ored  ae  u  the  village.     We  went  right  into  the  bay  there,  though  we  saw  the  cutter,  for  we  were 

bound  to  ds.     We  anchored  about  10  o'clock,  and  lowered  boats  and  went  ashore.     We  left 

;i    1  o'clock  in  the  morning.     We  clubbed  the  seals,  and  brought  them  on  board  without  skinning 

them.     We  gol  away  without  being  seen,  and  were  out  of  sight  of  the  island  before  daylight.    We  then 

came  straight  home.'    Two  years  ago  this  coming  winter  we  raided  the  same  rookery  in  the  '  Adele,' 

and  got  400;  we  saw  neither  cutter  nor  people.     We  anchored  about  9  o'clock,  and  went  away  about 

6  o'clock  in  the  morning.     No  one  saw  us.     We  then  came  back;  400  is  a  fair  night's  work.     The 

are  easily  got.     We  drive  them  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  kill  them  there  ;  the  tide  and  waves 

wash  the  blood  away." 

*5.  L.  Beckurith  says:  "I  was  mate  on  the  vessel  'Alexander,'  belonging  to  Hermann  Liebes,  of 
which  Captain  Carlson  was  master.  In  1880  or  thereabouts  I  went  up  in  her  to  Behring  Sea,  and  was 
one  of  those  who  went  ashore  from  her  on  Otter  Island,  one  of  the  Pribyloff  group,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  raid,  and  got  over  300  skins.  I  do  not  remember  how  many  exactly,  but  all  we  could  find — 
all  there  were  there." 

F.  J.  Crocker. — "I  have  also  taken  part  in  raiding  other  islands  [besides  Eobbeu  Reef],  but  I  do 
not  care  to  give  any  statement  about  them  without  the  permission  of  the  owners  of  the  vessels." 

John  Cole  was  on  steam-schooner  "  Challenge,"  and  describes  the  raid  made  on  St.  George  Island 
in  November  1891. 

Robert  Hope  was  also  on  the  "  Challenge  "  at  that  time,  and  describes  the  raid. 


XVI. — Reference  of  Affidavits  relating  to  the  absence  of  Sealing  Vessels  from  Behring  Sea 

in  1892. 

Charles  Le  Blanc.  Charles  Lutjens. 

Otto  Buchholz.  Charles  Hartiwen. 

William  G.  Goudie.  Milton  Scott. 

E.  P.  Miner.  John  Worth. 

Charles  Campbell.  William  Hermann. 

Thomas  H.  Brown.  John  Figuera. 

Edward  Cantillion.  Lee  J.  Thiers. 

Thomas  Garner.  Adolphe  F.  Carlson. 

George  Scott.  P.  E.  Petersen. 

Georyje  Wester.  P.  Carlson. 
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Affidavits  of  Sealers  and  Logs  of  Sealing- Vessels. 


I.— TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO   PELAGIC   SEALING. 


Declaration  of  William  Petit. 


I,  WILLIAM  TETIT,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  at  present  captain  of  the  steam  schooner 
"  Mischief,"  declare  : — 

That  1  have  been  sealing  for  seven  seasons.  I  generally  carry  Indian  hunters.  They  lose 
practically  no  seals,  whether  they  use  a  gun  or  spear  They  use  the  spear  when  they  get  close 
enough.  Every  year  seals  are  shot  from  the  schooner,  and  they  arc  almost  always  got  There  is 
time  to  unlash  and  lower  a  canoe  before  they  sink.  I  left  Vancouver  Island — Quatero  Sound — on 
the  16th  April,  and  found  a  few  seals  from  the  first.  I  cruized  from  there  to  Middleton  Island, 
keeping  from  30  to  300  miles  off  shore,  and  found  the  seals  as  plentiful  this  year  as  last  year,  but 
they  were  much  harder  to  get.  I  have  never  seen  seals  in  schools.  All  ages  and  sexes  travel 
together.  I  have  not  got  more  than  130  cows  out  of  about  660  seals  I  have  taken  this  year.  I  have 
seen  seals  opened,  and  find  in  them  salmon,  cod,  and  sometimes  squid.  Among  the  females  taken  this 
year  were  a  good  many  barren  females.  The  last  day's  catch  was  four  barren  females  and  tour  males. 
In  former  years  I  have  taken  females  in  milk  between  Kadiak  and  Sitka;  none  this  year.  I  have 
seen  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  between  Unimak  Pass  and  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  in 
September;  one  year  a  good  many.  Last  year  I  saw  some  in  August ;  these  seals  had  not  been  to 
Behring  Sea.  A  single  seal  is  easier  got  at  than  when  several  are  together,  as  then  one  at  least  is 
almost  sure  to  lie  awake,  and  will  give  warning  to  the  others.  Three  years  ago  a  young  seal  that 
appeared  to  be  not  more  than  a  week  old  was  speared  by  one  of  my  hunters  on  the  Portlock  Bank. 
about  50  or  60  miles  from  land.  This  was  in  June.  In  Behring  Sea  I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in 
the  water  ;  both  seals  would  be  "  straight  up  and  down"  in  the  water,  holding  one  another  with  their 
flippers.  Among  the  "grey  pups  "we  take  I  have  never  found  a  female.  I  have  been  examining 
them  tor  five  or  six  years,  and  have  never  found  a  female. 

(Signed)  WM.  TETIT. 

Port  Eleltcs,  Jane  16,  1S92. 


Declaration  of  Aimer  Sinclair. 


I,  ABNER  SINCLAIR,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle,"  declare  :— 
That  this  is  my  first  year  as  a  seal-bunter.  Was  out  last  year  as  a  boat-puller. 
This  year  I  killed  eighty-six  seals  and  lost  one  of  them.  I  think  I  wounded  about  eight  or  nine  that 
got  away,  not  more  than  that.  I  don't  think  any  of  them  were  badly  enough  wounded  to  die.  A  sleeping 
seal  will  float  a  good  while  as  a  rule;  if  a  travelling  seal  is  killed  at  once  it  will  sink  pretty  quickly,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  gaffing  him.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  12  or  15  yards  away  ;  if  they 
appear  a  little  uneasy  I  shoot  when  they  are  farther  away.  About  half  the  seals  t  got  were  males;  a 
few  more  than  half  perhaps.  I  noticed  two  barren  females  among  those  I  got.  I  found  seals  in 
bunches  of  from  five  to  twenty  more  than  singly^.  They  are  harder  to  get  when  they  are  in  bunches. 
I  have  noticed  that  the  grey  pups  travel  alone  as  a  rule,  but  sometimes  with  the  females.  When  in 
bunches  the  older  males  and  females  are  mixed  together.  I  did  not  notice  any  difference  in  the 
number  of  seals  this  year  and  last,  and  they  did  not  appear  harder  to  get.  Seals  eat  cod,  salmon,  and 
squid. ;  more  squid  than  either  of  the  others  from  what  I  have  seen. 

(Signed)  ABNEB  SINCLAIR, 

Port  Etches,  June  17,  1892. 


Declaration  of  William  Edwards 


I,  WILLIAM  EDWARDS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  on  the  "Ocean  Belle," 
declare : — 

That  I  have  been  sealing  two  years  ;  was  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle  "  last  year. 

This  year  I  have  killed  142  seals,  and  got  138  of  them  ;  4  sunk.  About  the  same  percentage  was 
lost  by  me  hist  year.  If  a  seal  is  wounded,  but  not  badly  enough  for  us  to  get  it,  I  don't  thinklt  will 
[ll8j  N 


44 

'lie.  T  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  10  or  12  yards  from  it.  If  a  seal  is  travelling  I  would  shoot  at 
ii  when  about  60  yards  away.  If  a  "  breeching"  seal  is  shot  he  will  generally  come  up  dead.  Some 
seals  Bloat  a  Long  time,  others  sink  almost  at  once,  but  very  seldom  so  fast  that  we  cannot  get  them. 
There  were  about  as  many  males  as  females  among  those  \  got  ;  there  were  very  few  barren  females. 
I  have  seen  the  stomachs  of  seals  opened,  and  find  that  they  eat  various  kinds  of  fish  and  squid,  more 

scpiid  than  any  other  kind  of  f 1.     Last  year  I  went  over  to  the  Russian  side  of  Behring  Sea  :  we  saw 

a  lew  seals  all  the  way  across.  There  seems  to  be  more  seals  this  year  than  last  year.  Seals  are  more 
difficult  to  'jet  when  two  or  three  are  together  than  when  one  is  alone;  one  is  generally  on  the 
look-out.  I  have  seen  grej  pups  travelling  together,  and  sometimes  females.  Generally  the  older 
seals  travel  together.     Seals  were  found  most  abundant  by  me  this  year  off 'Cross  Sound. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  EDWARDS. 

Port  Etches,  June  17.  L892. 


Declaration  of  Maurice  Edwards. 


I,  MAURICE  EDWARDS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  on  the  "Ocean  Belle," 
declare  : — 

That  this  is  my  second  year  as  a  seal-hunter;  was  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle"  last  year. 

I  have  killed  152  seals  this  year,  and  of  these  I  lost  only  '2,  securing  L50.  They  were  about  half 
males  and  half  females.  No  barren  females  were  taken  by  me.  Not  more  than  three  or  four  were 
wounded  by  me  that  got  away:  if  they  are  wounded  we  generally  get  them.  Some  seals  float  a  Long 
time  ;  if  they  float  more  than  five  minutes  or  so,  they  will  stay  up  an  indefinite  time.  No  matter  how 
quickly  a  seal  may  sink,  it  can  as  a  rule  be  got.  The  two  I  lost  were  when  I  shot  two,  and  left  the 
first  while  I  shot  the  second.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  about  15  yards  away;  a  travelling  seal 
I  would  seldom  shoot  at  when  more  than  50  or  60  yards  away.  Seals  were  found  most  abundant  by 
me  off  Cross  Sound  this  year.  I  found  seals  in  bunches  more  than  singly  this  year;  it  is  very  much 
harder  to  get  at  them  when  they  tire  that  way.  Grey  pups  stay  pretty  well  together,  the  other  ages 
and  both  sexes  mixed  together.  From  this  out  we  will  get  more  males  than  females,  as  the  females  will 
be  going  to  the  breeding-islands.  Seals  eat  salmon,  cod,  and  squid.  I  Have  found  squid  in  them  all  the 
way  up  along  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  as  well. 

I  went  over  to  the  Russian  side  of  Behring  Sea  last  year,  and  saw  a  few  scattered  seals  all  the  way 
across.     I  have  found  the  seals  to  be  more  plentiful  this  year,  but  they  are  harder  to  get. 

(Signed)  MAURICE  EDWARDS 

Port  Etches,  June  17.  1892. 


Declaration  of  George  F.  French. 

I,  GEORGE  F.  FRENCH,  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  how  a  hunter  on  the  sealing-schooner 
"  City  of  San  Diego,"  declare: — 

That  1  have  been  sealing  three  years. 

The  percentage  of  seals  that  are  killed  and  lost  is  about  5  in  100,  I  think.  This  year  I  killed 
143,  and  have  lost  3  only.  It  is  easy  to  tell  when  a  seal  is  badly  wounded,  and  I  do  not  think  that  many 
are  wounded  and  afterwards  die.  If  a  seal  is  badly  wounded,  we  are  almost  certain  to  get  it.  It  is 
easy  to  tell  when  ;i  seal  has  been  wounded  by  the  blond  in  the  water  ;  a  few  drops  will  colour  the 
water  for  a  long  distance  around.  I  shoot  tit  tt  sleeping  seal  when  within  about  25  feet  of  it.  If  a  seal 
is  lively,  1  would  shoot  at  it  when  o0  yards  away,  but  not   farther.     1  would  then  be  almost  certain  to 

get    it. 

Seals  are  seldom  lost  when  shot  with  a  gun.  and  rifles  are  now  seldom  used.  Unless  a  seal  sinks 
at  once  it  will  float  for  a  long  time — until  a  hole  is  picked  in  it,  A  seal  that  is  going  to  sink  will  not 
float  more  than  half  a  minute,  but  there  are  not  many  seals  that  are  shot  so  that  they  sink  at  once. 

I  have  seen  seals  in  bunches  of  20  or  25,  and  have  noticed  that,  while  the  sexes  are 
generally  mixed  together,  seals  of  one  size  are  sometimes  found  travelling  together.  This  is  especially 
true  of  yearlings.  It  is  difficult  to  get  a  seal  if  several  are  together,  and  if  I  got  one  out  of  six  that 
were  together  I  would  think  myself  lucky.  Seals  are  beginning  to  understand  what  a  boat  is,  and 
keep  away  from  it.  Seals  feed  on  squid  principally,  but  I  have  seen  them  with  a  fish  like  a  mackerel, 
and  once  with  cod,  never  with  salmon.  They  will  eat  any  kind  of  fish,  I  suppose,  but  squid  seems  to 
be  their  favourite  food  both  on  the  Alaskan  coast  and  on  the  Russian  side. 

Out  of  the  143  seals  taken  by  me  this  year,  between  30  and  40  were  barren.  Not  more  than  (it) 
ol  the  seals  taken  by  me  this  year  were  females,  more  than  half  were  barren  cows.  I  have  been 
examining  all  the  seals  taken  by  me  this  year. 

I  think'  the  percentage  of  cows  to  bulls  and  of  barren  cows  to  those  in  pup  was  about  the  same 
during  the  past  two  years  as  it  was  this  year. 

I  have  seen  a  lew  females — a  very  lew — in  milk  smith  of  the  Aleutian  Islands:  never  saw  a 
youngpup.  [don't  think  that  cows  go  farther  than  40  miles  from  the  Pribvloff  Islands  for  food, 
probably  not  30.  I  f<  und  a  U-w  seals  till  the  way  across  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  to  Copper  Island 
two  years  ago.  but  not  many, and  on  the  way  home  we  saw  them  here  and  there  all  the  way  from  Attn 
Island  to  San  Francisco. 

Last  year  I  entered  the  Sea  by  the  L72nd  Pass,  and  again  found  a  few  seals  all  the  way  to  Copper 
Island.  Coming  home  we  went  to  Victoria  from  Attn,  and  found  a  lew  seals  till  the  way.  I  believe 
that  sells  go  from  one  side  of  the   Behring   Sea  to   the  other,  as   some  years  when  seals  are  very 
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abundant  on  the  Alaskan  side,  and  a  large  catch  would  lie  expected  in  Behring  Sea,  it  would  noi  be 
made,  and  it  would  be  found  that  a  great  many  seals  would  lie  taken  on  the  Russian  side,  although 
there  had  not  been  more  than  usual  on  the  coast  there. 

I  learned  from  a  hunter  on  the  "  Theresa  "  last  year  bhat  a  large  hand  of  seals  had  been  met  with 
280  miles  north-east  from  Copper  Island,  travelling  towanls  Copper  Island.  This  was  in  the  early 
part  of  duly.  Two  different  hunters — W.  F.  Upson  and  George  Ball,  of  San  Francisco — have  told  me 
that  about  fifteen  years  ago  they  had  seen  seals  hauled  out  on  Attu  Island.  They  were  then  huntin" 
sea-utter. 

Seals  are  very  much  more  abundant  this  year  than  ever  before,  and  are  of  a  larger  and  better  class. 
1  have  seen  twice  as  many  this  year  as  in  previous  years. 

I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  the  male  on  top  of  the  female,  she  beinc  almost  out  of 
sight,  sometimes  quite  so.     I  saw  this  this  year  as  early  as  the  last  week  in  May. 

Seals  are  very  much  harder  to  get  now  than  formerly;  if  three  or  more  are  together,  one  is 
always  on  the  watch,  and  all  will  probably  get  away. 

(Signed)  GEO.  F.  FRENCH. 

Port  Etches,  June  17,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Wallace  M.  Christian. 

I,  WALLACE  M.  CHRISTIAN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  on  the  "Ocean  Belle," 
declare  that  this  is  my  first  year's  experience  as  a  sealer. 

1  have  this  year  killed  seventy-three  seals,  and  of  these  lost  one.  I  don't  think  that  I  wounded 
more  than  three  or  four  that  I  did  not  get.  One  or  two  of  these  might  have  been  badly  enough 
wounded  to  die. 

I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  15  or  20  yards  away,  and  at  a  travelling  one  when  about  GO  or 
70  yards  away.  When  a  seal  is  instantly  killed  it  will  sink  at  once,  but  out  of  those  I  got  I  had  only 
to  gaff  two  to  keep  them  from  sinking.  Saw  no  barren  females  among  those  I  killed.  Found  seals  in 
bunches  of  from  three  to  eight  or  ten  ;  they  are  harder  to  get  when  that  way  than  when  alone. 

I  have  opened  seals'  stomachs  and  find  more  with  squid  in  their  stomachs  than  any  oilier  kind  of 
tish.  I  have  seen  salmon  and  cod  in  them.  I  have  found  this  year  small  bunches  of  seals  of  one  sex 
and  age,  sometimes  grey  pups,  sometimes  females,  or  bulls. 

(Signed)  WALLACE  M.  CHRISTIAN, 

Port  Etches,  June  17,  1892. 


Declaration  < f  Captain  E.  C.  Lc  Blanc. 

T,  E.  C.  LE  BLANC,  at  present  captain  of  the  "City  of  San  Diego,"  a  sealing-schooner,  sailing 
under  the  United  States'  flag,  declare: — 

That  this  is  the  first  year  I  have  been  engaged  in  sealing. 

I  sailed  from  Victoria  on  the  11th  day  of  February,  and  cruized  as  far  south  as  latitude  45°  40', 
where  I  found  seals  very  plentiful,  but  the  weather  was  too  rough  to  put  out  boats.  We  worked  from 
there  slowly  northward  to  Cape  Cook.  When  we  first  left  Victoria  wo  took  a  few  seals  off  Cape 
Flattery.  We  found  Cape  Cook  about  20th  March.  We  found  a  good  many  seal  all  along  Vancouver 
Island,  but  they  were  most  abundant  off  Cape  Cook.  Our  best  spring  catch  was  made  at  this  time.' 
We  cruized  north  from  there,  keeping  from  ;!0  to  80  mile-  from  shore.  We  have  been  as  far  west  as 
longitude  150°.  On  Fairweatber  -rounds,  where  Pamplona  Rocks  are  marked  on  the  Chart,  we  made 
our  best  catch.     We  have  now  558  skins ;  89  of  them  were  of  the  spring  catch. 

On  the  way  up  about  a  dozen  seals  were  shot  from  the  schooner.  To  get  there  a  boat  had  always 
to  In- lowered.  Only  one  was  lost.  Off  Mount  St.  Elias  we  passed  through  a  band  of  seals  about 
.'ill  miles  across,  but  none  were  got.  The  sea  was  too  rough  to  let  a  boat  be  lowered.  Later  on  four 
boats  were  out  for  an  hour,  an  I  1  .'I  seals  were  got.  On  1st  May,  off  Sitka,  we  took  :*$  seals  in  one  day. 
Out  of  these  there  were  54  hulls. 

(Signed)  E.  C.  LE  BLANC. 

Port  Etches,  June  17,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Peter  Jolibis, 

I,  PETER  JOLIBIS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  on  the  sealing-schooner  "  City  of 
San  Diego,"   declare: — 

That  I  have  been  sealing  for  three  years,  last  year  and  the  year  before  in  the  "  Pioneer." 
There  seem  to  be  as  many  or  more  seals  this  year  as  other  years.  I  have  so  far  taken 
1  -"• »  seals.  In  getting  these  I  killed  ami  lost  four  seals.  Very  few  wounded  seals  escape  and  die,  for 
if  at  all  badly  wounded  we  are  sure  to  get  them.  When  a  seal  is  shot  we  always  chase  it.  and  if  it  is 
bleeding  it  soon  tires  out  and  is  easily  got.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal,  when  there  is  a  little  sea  on, 
when  I  am  from  4  to  20  feet  away.  If  it  is  perfectly  calm,  when  20  yards  away  sometimes.  We  shoot 
at  a  seal  that  is  awake  ami  lively  when  we  are  about  30  or  40  yards  away.  A  seal  will  sometimes  float 
for  hours,  and  sometimes  will  go  down  almost  at  once,  but  there  is  almost  always  time  to  get  up  to 
them.     I  never  but  once  have  seen  a  large  band  of  seals  together.     That  was  on  the   Fairweatber 
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grounds,  and  we  were  three  or  four  hours  in  going  through  them.  Tt  was  blowing  hard,  and  we  got 
none  of  them.  Grey  pups  often  travel  together,  but  I  have  always  seen  the  other  kinds  of  seals  mixed 
together. 

Out  of  my  catch  this  year  there  are  many  more  males  than  females.  I  have  only  taken  a  few 
barren  cows  this  year,  but  1  killed  two  rows  in  milk,  without  pups.  1  never  saw  this  before,  I  have 
not  killed  more  than  thirty  females.  I  don't  notice  any  difference  in  the  proportion  of  males  to  females 
along  the  coast,  but  we  get  more  females  in  Behring  Sea  than  we  do  outside,  I  think.  I  have  opened 
seals' stomachs,  and  have  found  in  them  several  different  kin  Is  of  fish  and  squid.  Last  year,  in 
September,  we  saw  seals  outside  Behring  Sea  as  we  returned  to  Victoria,  and  a  few  the  year  before. 
When  seals  are  in  bunches  of  four  or  more  it  is  very  hard  to  get  any  of  them,  as  one  is  generally  on 
the  watch. 

Signed)  PETEE  JOLIBIS, 

Port  Etches,  Jum   17.  1X92. 


Declaration  of  lliomas  O'Zcary 

1.  THOMAS  O'LEAEY,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  captain  of  the  sealing-schooner  "Ocean 
Belle,"  declare : — 

That  this  is  the  second  year  I  have  been  engaged  in  sealing.  I  was  in  the  "Ocean  Belle" 
last  year  as  a  hunter.  Out  of  240  seals  1  killed  last  year  10  sank  and  were  lost.  This  year,  out  of  139 
seals  I  killed,  1  lost  5.  Last  year  not  over  15  were  wounded  that  got  away,  this  year  not  more  than  7. 
When  a  sleeping  seal  is  killed  instantly  he  will  float  an  indefinite  time.  When  a  seal  is  standing 
straight  in  the  water,  ami  is  killed  at  once,  he  is  apt  to  sink  quickly.  "We  never  shoot  unless  we  are 
pretty  sure  of  getting  them.  A  good  many  seals  each  season  are  shot  from  the  schooner,  but  they 
are  never  shot  at  unless  we  are  almost  certain  of  getting  them,  and  one  is  seldom  lost.  I  shoot  at  a 
sleeping  seal  when  from  0  to  10  yards  from  it.  1  would  not  shoot  at  a  travelling  seal  when  more  than 
50  yards  from  it.  I  think  that  there  were  more  females  than  males  in  my  catch,  both  this  year  and 
last  year.     1  have  not  noticed  barren  cows  amongst  those  I  have  taken. 

We  left  Victoria  27th  January,  and  cruized  as  far  south  as  Cape  Mendicino.  We  found  a  few 
seals  there  ahout  the  10th  February.  We  then  cruized  to  the  north  to  Cape  Cook,  not  finding  many 
seals.  The  most  I  saw  was  off  Barclay  Sound.  I  reached  Cape  Cook  about  1st  March.  I  then  went 
baek  to  Clayoquot,  sealing  on  the  way.  Reached  there  21st  March,  having  seen  only  a  few  seals.  I 
cruized  north  from  there,  keeping  from  20  to  80  miles  from  shore.  I  first  found  the  seals  plentiful  off 
Sitka,  29th  April.  I  sealed  there  tor  a  week,  and  then  went  north  to  Cross  Sound,  getting  some  seals 
all  the  time.  Off  Mount  Fair-weather  the  seals  were  very  plentiful,  but  they  were  in  bands  of  from  five 
to  twenty,  and  it  was  hard  to  get  any  of  them.  This  was  in  the  middle  of  May.  I  worked  then  to 
Portlock  Bank,  which  was  the  furthest  west  I  was.  Xo  seals  were  found  there.  I  then  came  towards 
Middleton  Island,  and  found  the  seals  pretty  plentiful  ahout  60  miles  south-west  of  that  place.  I  then 
came  here.  I  have  taken  815  seals  so  far.  I  did  not  tind  seals  in  hunches  except  at  the  place  men- 
tioned above.  1  found  seals  of  all  ages  and  sexes  mixed  up  together.  Squid  is  the  principal  food  of 
the  seals  we  take,  but  they  eat  all  kinds  of  fish  they  can  get. 

1  went  across  to  the  Bussian  side  of  Behring  Sea  last  year.  We  found  a  few  seals  nearly  all  the 
way  across.     We  saw  no  seals  on  the  return  trip  to  Victoria  across  the  North  Pacific. 

Seals  are  more  plentiful  this  year  than  last,  as  far  as  I  have  seen. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  O'LEABY. 

Port  Etclies,  June  18,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Luke  McGrath. 

I,  LUKE  McGEATH,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  in  the  "Dora  Diewind,"  a  sealing- 
schooner,  declare  : — 

That  1  have  been  sealing  two  seasons.  Last  year  I  was  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle."  I  killed  193 
seals  that  I  was  sure  of,  and  wounded  not  more  than  20  others.  Of  the  193  I  secured  101.  I  got 
more  in  Behring  Sea  than  outside  of  the  Sea.  More  than  half  of  my  catch  were  females.  Seals  will 
float  as  a  rule  a  much  longer  time  than  it  will  take  to  get  to  them.  There  was  only  one  of  the  193  I 
killed  last  year  that  was  sinking  when  I  <xot  to  it.  This  year  I  have  killed  18  seals,  and  did  not 
sink  any  of  them.  Seals  were  very  wild  this  year,  and  I  shot  at  them  at  long  range.  I  think 
I  wounded  10,  but  don't  think  that  any  of  them  would  die.  I  have  found  that  seals  eat  salmon 
principally  along  the  coast,  but  squid  principally  in  Behring  Sea;  cod  also.  Last  year  I  noticed  a 
goi  d  many  barren  cow-  among  those  taken,  hut  not  any  this  year.  For  the  time  we  have  been  out  I 
saw  mam'  more  seals  this  year  than  last,  but  they  are  much  harder  to  get  at.  Seals  are  much  harder 
to  get  when  they  are  in  hunches  than  when  alone.  I  never  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  Behring  Sea,  hut 
ahout  the  middle  of  May  this  year  saw  a  male  and  female  standing  up  in  the  water  with  their  flippers 
around  one  another,  and  1  suppose  that  they  were  cohabiting. 

(Signed)  LUKE  McGEATH. 

.       Port  Etches,  June  18,  1892. 
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Declaration  of  Captain  Henry  F.  Steward. 

I,  IIEXPV  V.  SIEWAED,  of  the  citj  of  Victoria,  now  captain  of  the  "  Dora  Siewerd,"  a  sealing 
schooner,  declare  : — 

That  1  first  engaged  in  sealing  in  the  year  1888  —  I  was  then  captain  of  the  "  Araunah  " — in  1889 
and  1890  on  the  "  Walter  L.  Rich  "  and  "  ( (cean  Belle,"  and  last  year  on  the  "  Geneva." 

I  hum  myself,  and  from  my  experience  I  would  say  that  from  4  to  6  per  cent,  of  the  seals  killed 
sink  and  are  lost.  The  percentage  of  seals  that  are  wounded  and  escape  is  very  small.  1  make  a  rale. 
of  never  permitting  a  seal  to  be  shut  at  from  the  schooner  unless  we  are  certain  to  get  it,  so  that  none 
shut  in  that  way  are  ever  lest.  It  takes  three  or  four  minutes  to  lower  a  heat,  but  the  seals  float  long 
enough  to  allow  us  to  get  them.  Most  of  the  seals  caught  are  sleepers,  and  are  caught  when  from 
15  to  25  yards.     They  are,  very  seldom  lost. 

1  left  Victoria  about  the  5th  .May.  ami  cruized  as  far  south  as  Quillnite  River.  Not  many  seals 
were  found  off  <  'ape  Flattery.  I  then  cruized  north,  keeping  as  a  rule  from  15  to  100  miles  from  the 
coast.  I  found  the  seals  abundant  first  about  the  2tfrd  May  off  Mount  Fairweather.  1  remained  on 
the  Fairweather  grounds  until  the  1st  June,  when  the  seals  became  scarce.  My  best  catch  was  made 
there.     1  then  went  west  as  far  as  Portlock  Bank,  but  did  not  find  many  seals. 

Seals  travel  a  g 1  deal  in  bunches  of  from  five  to  twenty.     They  are  harder  to  get  when  in 

bunches.  As  a  rule  all  ages  and  sexes  are  mixed  together.  1  have  never  kept  an  aceount  by  which 
I  could  say  anything  of  the  proportion  of  males  and  females  in  my  catch. 

Squid  seems  to  be  the  favourite  food  of  seals,  but  they  eat  any  fish  they  can  get. 

I  only  noticed  one  or  two  barren  females  in  my  catch,  but  there  may  have  been  more.  I  have 
got  seals  iii  milk  in  Behring  Sea  \'10  miles  west  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  I  went  across  to  the 
Russian  side  of  Behring  Sea  last  year.  1  did  not  see  seals  often  after  I  passed  longitude  174°  except 
one  5  or  6  miles  off  Attn.     This  was  about  the  19th  July.     On  the  return  trip  to  Victoria  I  saw 

no  seals. 

Seals  are  as  plentiful  this  year  as  I  have  ever  seen  them,  and  not  harder  to  get,  I  think.  My 
hunters  are  all  green  hands,  but  do  not  lose  more  than  the  per  cent,  given  above. 

(Signed)  H.  F.  SIEWARD. 

Port  Etches,  June  18,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Captain  C.  F.  Dillon. 


I,  C.  F.  DILLON,  at  present  captain  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Minnie,"  declare: — ■ 

That  I  have  been  sealing  every  season  since  1885,  including  that  year.  My  first  two  voyages 
were  on  the  "Mary  Ellen"  and  another,  part  of  the  next  year  in  the  "Rustler,"  then  on  the 
"Dolphin,'"  then  hunter  and  male  on  the  "  Waller  L.  Rich,"  male  and  hunter  in  1889  in  the  "Sylvia 
Hand},"  in  1890  in  the  "  Penelope,"  and  since  then  master  of  the  "  Minnie." 

I  have  been  out  with  hunters  who  use  spears  and  those  who  use  guns.  No  seals  are  lost  when 
speared,  and  from  the  whole  of  my  experience  1  would  estimate  that  not  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  the 
seals  that  are  shot  and  killed  are  lost.  I  never  kept  an  exact  count  until  this  year  and  last  year. 
Last  year  I  killed  about  thirty  seals,  and  this  year  seventeen,  and  lost  none.  We  shoot,  at  sleeping 
seals  when  they  are  about  VI  yards  away,  and  at  travelling  seals  all  the  way  up  to  75  or  100  yards  if 
a  rifle  is  used.  Even  at  that  distance  the  seal  is  generally  got.  If  it  is  going  to  sink  it  will  sink  at 
once.  I  have  shot  as  many  as  live  seals  before  picking  them  up,  and  all  floated.  Seals  float  all  the 
way  from  a  few  seconds  up  to  an  indefinite  time.  I  sealed  for  the  first  time  this  year  about  GO  miles 
south-west  of  tape  Flattery  about  the  20th  April,  and  not  five  seals:  after  that  I  put  into  Barclay 
Sound,  where  1  remained  two  .lays.  I  then  went  north  to  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  lowering  canoes 
twice  off  Cape  Cook,  where  forty  seals  were  got.  I  had  an  Indian  crew  this  year.  Seals  were  found 
to  he  scarce  along  Queen  Charlotte  Island.  I  was  there  about  the  10th  May.  I  then  went  north, 
hunting  two  days  off  Sitka,  where  seals  were  scarce  also.  I  got  thirteen  one  day  and  fifteen  another. 
From  that  place  I  kept  north  until  off  Mount  St.  Elias,  where  seals  were  found  pretty  plentiful.  My 
best  catch  was  made  there.  Tlie  seals  were  travelling  to  the  westward  very  fast,  and  were  very  wild. 
Between  these  hunting-grounds  and  this  place  a  few  seals  were  got,  but  not  many.  I  have  taken  47U 
seals  so  far. 

"When  among  the  main  body  of  the  seals  they  are  generally  found  in  bunches  of  from  two  or  three 
to  twenty.  They  are  a  great  deal  harder  to  net  when  in  bunches  than  when  they  are  alone.  Formerly, 
when  seals  were  found  in  bunches  they  could  be  approached,  and  one  at  least,  and  sometimes  more, 
could  be  got  ;  now  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  ain  . 

Early  in  the  season  the  sexes  keep  separate,  and  the  majority  are  bulls;  later  on  they  are  nearly 
all  females.     Grey  pup-  generally  travel  together. 

I  have  opened  seals  and  found  in  them  nearly  all  kinds  of  fish  that  are  found  on  this  coast, 
including  squid  and  small  devilfish. 

This  year  I  haw  taken  more  females  than  males;  about  three-fifths  of  my  catch  were  females. 
One  year  I  hunted  off  Kadiak,  and  was  there  before  the  seals.  1  found  that,  the  male  came'  first. 
There  were  a  Lire, it  many  barren  cows  among  the  last  seals  I  took  this  season.  I  have  killed  cows  in 
milk  at  least  90  miles  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  In  1888  I  came  south  from  Behring  Sea  about 
longitude  17~>"  west,  and  caught  seals  there.  This  was  in  the  latter  part  of  August.  In  1886,  late  in 
August,  we  killed  seals  30  or  40  miles  south  of  172nd  Pass,  between  Unimak  Pass  and  Saanak  Island. 
In  18S7  I  saw  seals  quite  abundant  the  latter  part  of  July.     In  188'J  we  got  seals  about  Kadiak,  off 
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and  on,  nil  summer.     In  1890,  hit''  in  August,  I  killed  a  sleeping  seal  off  the  Shumagin  Islands,  and 
saw  ill  hers. 

!  don'l  think  that  seals  are  getting  any  scarcer,  at  least  at  sea,  but  they  are  getting  wilder.     Last 

.  in  Behring  Sea,  seals  were  as  plentiful  as  I  have  ever  seen  them. 

I  have  -<■''!!  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water  in  Behring  Sea  ;  the  nude  would  cover  the  female,  who 
would  be  kent  under  the  water  for  some  time. 

(Signed)  ('.  F.  DILLON 

Port  Etch     June  17,  1892. 


iration  of  Ralph  Starrat. 


I,  RALPH  STARRAT,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  on  the  sealing-schooner  "'Oscar  and 
ire  that  I  have  bei  n  out  as  a  hunter  three  years. 

I  got  1  !  1  seals  this  year,  and  sank  :'.  or  4.  Besides  these,  I  wounded  25  or  30;  of  these,  I  don't 
know  how  many  would  he  likely  to  die.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  about  15  yards  from  it,  and 
never  at  a  travelling  seal  when  more  than  50  yards  away.     Three  years  ago,  oil  the  <  lolumbia  River,  I 

i  scl 1  of  seals  with  a  hundred  or  so  of  seals  in  it.     It  was  a  fine  day,  but  it  was  not  possible  to 

get  near  them.  There  are  more  rows  than  males  among  the  seals.  Yearlings  generally  travel  alone 
behind  the  other  seals.  The  principal  food  of  the  seal  along  the  coast  is  salmon,  but  they  eat  any  kind 
of  fish.     I  got  this  year  two  female  seals  that  were  barren.     Tiny  were  about  2  years  old. 

1  have  seen  a  very  few  seals  in  the  autumn  in  the  ocean  between  the  Aleutian  Islands  and 
Vancouver  Island.     Seals  ate  harder  to  get  when  in  bunches  than  when  one  is  alone. 

Signed;  RALPH  STARRAT. 

Unalaska   September  13,  1892. 


Declaration  of  James  McRae. 


1,  JAMES  Mi  Ii'AK.  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  in  the  schooner  "Oscar  and  Hattie," 
declare  that  I  have  been  seal-hunting  two  years,  one  year  as  a  boat-steerer  and  one  year  as  a  hunter. 

I  killed  69  seals  this  year,  of  which  3  sank — there  was  only  one  that  1  hail  to  reach 
down  for  witli  the  call'.  The  hunter  in  the  boat  I  steeled  last  year  killed  1"_!"  seals,  of  which  15  sank. 
It  is  very  seldom  that  a  seal  will  sink  before  it  can  be  got  to.  In  April  and  May  last  year,  we  saw  a 
great  many  seals  all  along  the  coast  ami  on  the  Fairweather  Grounds  in  schools  of  from  10  to  20. 
As  a  rule  the  males  and  females  go  together — the  yearlings  are  always  found  following  up  a  large  band 
of  seals.  Codfish,  salmon,  and  squid  are  the  principal  food  of  the  seals.  I  have  killed  females  that 
had  no  pups,  they  are  generally  '2  years  old  and  travel  with  the  young  seals,  but  1  have  seen  a  few 
older  females  that  were  barren.  We  saw  three  or  four  seals  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  last  year  in 
the  early  part  of  September  as  we  returned  from  Copper  Island.  We  saw  a  few  seals  the  day  after  we 
went  through  Four  Mountain  Pass  last  year,  but  none  then  until  we  were  near  Copper  Island.  Seals 
were  no  harder  to  net  this  \ear  than  last  .season  so  far  as  I  know.  Seals  are  lunch  harder  to  get  when 
several  are  together  than  when  they  go  singly.     We  found  fewer  seals  this  vear  than  last. 

Signed)  JAMES  McRAE. 

Unalaska   September  13,  f 892. 


Declaration  of  A.  S.  Campbell 

I,  A.  S.  CAMPBELL,  ol  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  seal-hunter  on  the  schooner  "Oscar  and 
Hattie,"  declare  that  I  have  been  seal-hunting  three  years — in  1888,  18<S'.f  and  this  year. 

I  killed  43  or  45  seals,  and  got  35  t>{'  them  ;  the  others  sank,  but  more  than  half-a-dozen  got 
away  wounded.  I  have  known  seals  that  were  shot  from  a  schooner  to  float  from  fifteen  minutes 
to  half-an-hour.  Nearly  all  the  seals  1  have  taken  on  the  coast  were  females.  I  have  seen  one 
or  two  females  in  milk  oil"  Cape  St.  Elias.  In  Behring  Sea  I  found  the  seals  about  equally 
divided.  Seals  did  not  seem  more  this  year  than  in  other  years.  Seals  are  harder  to  get  when  in 
bunches  than  when  alone.    I  once  saw  seals  cohabiting  about  50  (60)  miles  from  the  islands;  the  female 

killed.      It  was  not  a  barren  cow,  but  had  milk  in  its  breasts.     The  two  seals  were  upright  in  the 

r  with  their  flippers  about  one  another,  and  had  been  in  this  position  about  five  minutes  when  I 
tired  at  them.  The  male  gave  two  or  three  lunges  before  he  could  free  himself  from  the  cow.  The 
iin  n  in  the  boat  with  me  were  sure  that  the  seals  were  cohabiting,  and  one  of  them  said  he  had  seen 
the  same  thine  before  in  the  same  way. 

(Signed)  A.  S.  CAMPBELL. 

Unalaslcai  Septembi  r  1  •"■.  1892. 


o 
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Declaration  of  William  Govne. 

I,  WILLTAM  COWTK,  now  a  hunter  on  the  sealing-schooner  "Oscar  and  Hattie,"  declare  that  I 
have  been  sealing  two  years— one  year  as  a  boat-steerer,  and  this  year  as  a,  hunter.  I  killed 
106  seals  this  year,  of  which  3  sank;  the  others  I  secured.  I  did  not  wound,  more  than  10  or  15 
that  got  away,  and  of  these  very  few  would  die.  Seals  nearly  always  float  long  enough  to  allow  one 
to  reach  them  ;  the  gaff  had  to  be  used  only  twice  to  keep  seals  from  sinking.  "  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping 
seal  when  from  10  to  20  yards  from  it.  and  at  a  "traveller"  never  when  it  is  more  than  40  yards  away. 
I  have  found  codfish  in  seals,  hut  never  looked  particularly  at  what  was  in  their  stomachs.  I  got  a 
few  barren  females  this  year — they  were  all  about  2  years  old — oil"  Cross  Sound.  I  saw  one  band  of 
seals  this  year  with  about  fifteen  in  it.  I  could  not  get  near  enough  to  see  whether  they  were  all  of 
one  size.     The  seals  I  got  this  year  were  mostly  females. 

On  the  way  home  last  year  1  saw  a  few  seals  in  mid-ocean  in  September.  Seals  on  the  coast  were 
more  difficult  to  get  at  this  year  than  last  year,  hut  they  were  no  wilder  on  the  Russian  side.  Seals 
are  harder  to  get  when  several  are  together  than  when  one  is  alone;  when  together  one  is  generally 
awake.     1  saw  fewer  seals  this  year  than  last  year. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  COW1E. 

Unalaska,  September  13.  1892. 


Declaration  of  Frank  Campbell 


I,  FRANK  CAMPBELL,  of  the  village  of  Esquimault,  now  a  hunter  on  the  sealing-schooner 
"  Oscar  and  Hattie,"  declare  that  I  have  been  sealing  five  years — three  years  as  a  boat-puller  and 
steerer,  and  two  years  as  a  hunter.  This  year  I  have  killed  0.3  seals,  64  of  which  1  got — one  sank. 
Not  more  than  30  were  wounded;  not  more  than  half  of  these  were  badly  enough  wounded  to 
die.  Seals  will  tloat  on  an  average  from  five  to  ten  minutes,  sometimes  much  lunger,  ami  sometimes  a 
shorter  time. 

I  shoot  ai  a  sleeping  seal  when  10  to  15  yards  from  it, and  at  a  "traveller"  never  when  more  than 
50  to  60  yards  from  it.  We  were  late  starting  out,  and  did  not  find  the  seals  very  abundant  any- 
where. 

Three  years  ago  i  found  the  seals  travelling  in  schools  along  the  coast,  but  not  this  year  nor  last 
year. 

Yearlings  travel  together  sometimes  behind  the  others,  but  the  other  seals  are  as  a  rule  mixed 
together.     I  find  that  seals  eat  every  kind  of  fish  and  squid. 

1  got  this  year  more  females  than  males — mure  females  this  year  than  last  year.  Among  the  seals 
I  got  tliis  year  were  2t>  or  25  barren  females. 

We  went  west  this  season  in  July,  hut  saw  no  seals  until  we  were  near  the  Russian  islands.  On 
the  way  back  we  saw  3  or  4  seals  about  100  miles  west  of  this.  1  found  the  seals  scarcer  this 
year  than  last,  hut  no  harder  to  get  at.  It  is  much  easier  to  get  a  single  seal  than  it  is  to  get  one 
when  there  are  several  together. 

Last  vear,  when  off  Mount  St.  Elias,  about  15th  June,  I  saw  two  seals  cohabiting. 

(Signed)  F.  CAMPBELL. 

Unalaska,  September  14,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Joseph  Brown. 


I,  JOSEPH    1U>'<  >WN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  now  a  hunter  on  the  sealing-schooner  "  Oscar  and 
Hattie,"  declare  that  I  have  been  sealing  six  years,  hut  only  this  year  as  a  hunter. 

I  have  killed  this  year  '.>1  seals,  one  of  which  sank:  the  others  I  got.  I  wounded  20  01' 
25  that  got  away;  of  these  not  more  than  half-a-dozen  would  die,  I  think.  Seals  float  various 
lengths  of  time;  1  have  often  killed  one  when  two  were  together,  and  then  followed  and  killed 
another  before  picking  up  the  first.  At  sleeping  seal  I  shoot  when  15  or  20  yards  from  them; 
at  " travelling "  seals  never  more  than  40  yards.  Six  years  ago  1  saw  a  school  of  60  or  71'  close 
together.  I  saw  more  seals  off  Cape  St.  Elias  this  j-ear  than  anywhere  else.  I  have  found  fewer  seals 
this  year  than  1  saw  last  year.  Males  and  females  as  a  rule  travel  together,  hut  single  seals  are  more 
often  females.  I  got  more  females  than  males  this  year.  On  the  West  coast  [  found  the  seals  to  eat 
salmon  and  squid  as  a  rule.     Among  the  seals  I  took  this  year  were  two  or  three  barren  females. 

When  hunting  off  Kadiak  five  years  ago  I  saw  females  in  milk  in  May.  They  had  dropped  their 
pups  somewhere — on  Kadiak,  I  suppose.  I  have  taken  seals  as  tar  west  as  the  Four  Mountain  Pass, 
Last  year,  about  the  12th  July,  I  saw  young  seals  playing  about  there.  In  1890  we  killed  a.  seal  in 
mid-ocean  when  returning  to  Victoria  in  September  on  the  "  K.  B.  Marvin,"  and  in  November  of 
the  same  year,  when  on  the  "Triumph,"  1  saw  four  seals  300  or  400  miles  off  Queen  Charlotte 
Islands. 

Seals  wen.'  harder  to  get  at  this  year  than  I  ever  saw  them  before.  A  seal  is  harder  to  get  when 
several  are  together  than  when  one  is  alone.  A  man  seldom  gets  two  now.  The  seals  are  learning 
what  a  fioat  is  now,  and  will  not  wait  to  he  shot. 

I  have  seen  seal  cohabiting  in   Behring  Sea;  once  I   shot   two   eohabitin'j,  and  shot   the  cow 
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first,  and  afterwards  the  bull     The  cow-  \v;is  a  young  cow  that  had  never  had  a  young  one      I  would 
an  affidavit  to  that  effecl  if  in  Victoria.     .Many  seal-hunters  have  told  me  that  they  had  seen  the 
same  thing. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  BBOWN. 

,.  September  13,  1892. 


Declaration  of  John  Townsend. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I.  JOB  N  TOWNSEND,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal-hunte 
solemnly  and  sincerely  state  and  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  I  have  been  engaged  in  seal-hunting  for  the  past  three  years. 

2.  In  the  year  1890  1  was  mate  on  the  schooner  "Maggie  Mac,"  and  went  out  seal-hunting  in  the 
stern  boat.  1  killed  during  that  year  between  sixty  and  seventy  seals,  and  do  not  remember  losing  any 
of  them. 

3.  In  the  year  1891  I  was  engaged  as  hunter  mi  board  the  schooner  "Viva,"  and  secured  270  a 
and  only  lost  about  10  during  the  whole  season. 

4.  During  the  present  year  I  was  on  hoard  the  schooner  " Mary  Taylor,"  and  secured  172  seals. 
and  only  lost  3  by  sinking  during  the  entire  season 

5.  There  are  very  few  seals  shot  at  and  badly  enough  wounded  to  die  that  are  not  seemed. 
ii.  I  never  lost  a  sleeping  seal  that  I  had  killed,  ami  it  is  very  seldom  that  a  seal  will  sink. 

7.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  about  15  yards  away  from  it. 

8.  I  have  killed  a  travelling  seal  when  CO  yards  away,  hut  I  seldom  shoot  at  a  seal  when  that 
distance  away. 

9.  We  found  seals  most  plentiful  this  year  about  the  10th  May,  ofTMount  Fairweather. 

10.  All  kinds  of  seals  travel  together,  hut  I  never  saw  a  school  of  seals  of  on.'  age  or  sex. 

11.  I  have  often  seen  seals  in  schools,  but  never  to  such  an  extent  as  this  year.  I  account  for  this 
by  the  fact  that  I  saw  a  great  many  more  seals  this  year  than  on  any  previous  year  both  along  the 
coast  and  in  Behring  Sea. 

12.  Both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  I  secured  about  as  many  female  seals  as  male    > 

13.  Last  year  we  were  for  a  few  days  a-head  of  the  seals,  and  bi  I  .  hack  we  killed  about 
150  male  seals  without  seeing  one  female. 

14.  We  secured  as  good  a  price  fur  seal-skins  taken  in  August  as  we  did  for  those  taken  in  the 
spring.     I  never  heard  that  the  fur  was  not  so  good  in  the  summer. 

15.  It  is  much  easier  t<>  sei  Is  when  they  are  alone  than  when  they  are  in  hunches. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaiation  conscientiously  believing  the  same  t<>  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths.." 

-,wJ)  JOHN  TOWNSEND. 

Signed  and  declared  bythe  said  John  Townsend  before  me.  the  Undersigned,  a  Notary  Public  duly 
commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  20th  day  of  October.  a.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.11THUK   L.   Belyea, 

-1  Notary  Public  in  and  for  tin  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Charles  J.  Harris. 

Dominion  of  Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CHABLES  J.  HABEIS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  state  and  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  seme  time  last  winter  I  appealed  before  Mr.  Milne,  the  Collector  of  Customs  for  the  port 
nt  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  at  his  request  gave  him  my  ideas  concerning  certain  fa  ;ts  connected 
with  seal  life. 

2.  That  1  sailed  mi  a  sealing  and  fishing  voyage  to  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  this  year  as  master  oi 
the  schooner  "  Mary  Taylor,"  going  first  as  far  south  as  Cape  Blanco,  and  then  keeping  with  the  seals 
as  much  as  possible  until  we  arrived  at  Kadiak  Island. 

3.  That  I  have  heen  out  in  sealing-vessels  for  four  years,  each  year  being  mi  a  good  vessel,  and 
having  -end  hunters  on  hoard.  That  during  that  period  the  vessels  that  I  was  on  hoard  did  as  well  or 
better  than  the  avi  ssel. 

4.  This  year  I  -aw  a  great  many  more  seals  than  ever  before,  and  this  was  the  experience  of  nearly 
every  sealer  with  whom  1  h  ben. 

5.  That  the  total  catch  of  the  schooner  "  Mary  Taylor"  for  the  present  year  was  042  seals,  and 
more  than  one-half  ot  which  were  males. 
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6.  We  secured  quite  a  number  of  barren  cows  this  year;  by  a  barren  cow  I  mean  a  female  seal  that 
has  no  young  one  in  her  womb. 

7.  I  have  every  year  found  seals  in  schools;  they  are  frequently  seen  in  schools  off  the  Columbia 
Eiver. 

8.  It  is  much  more  difficult  to  take  seals  when  a  number  of  them  are  together  in  this  way  or  near 
one  another,  as  one  seal  is  sure  to  give  the  alarm  to  the  others. 

9.  I  found  them  more  in  schools  this  year  than  ever  before.  1  account  for  this  by  saying  that 
the  seals,  being  hunted  more  now,  lie  single  on  the  water  much  less  than  they  formerly  did,  as°when 
a  seal  is  frightened  by  the  reporl  of  a  gun  and  starts  away,  he  will  startle  all  he  passes  and  they  will 
join  him. 

10.  That  in  August  1890  I  saw  seals  about  300  miles  from  Kadiak,  and  in  August  1891  1  saw 
seals  about  lC>i)  miles  from  Kadiak. 

11.  That  1  have  seen  seals  as  far  south  as  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  in  August. 

12.  I  think  the  seals  were  wilder  this  year  than  last. 

13.  I  have  frequently  examined  seals  closely,  and  frequently  noticed  that  male  seals  have  small 
teats;  even  a  bull  2  years  old  will  have  them. 

14.  1  make  a.  point  of  cutting  open  seals  as  1  want  to  see  whether  or  not  I  am  on  feeding  grounds. 
In  doing  this  1  have  seen  the  teats  without  having  to  move  the  fur. 

15.  I  have  been  out  sealing  with  Indians  who  carried  both  guns  and  spears. 

16.  1  have,  when  in  Behring  Sea,  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  know  a  hunter  who  shot 
both  male  and  female. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHARLES  J.  HARRIS. 

Signed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  J.  Harris  before  me,  (he  Undersigned,  a  Notary  Public 
duly  commissi, aied,  and  residing  and   practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  this  20th  day  of  October,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  l'tib/ic  in  and/or  the  Produce  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Charles  Le  Blanc. 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CHARLES  LE  BLANC,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  out  on  searing-vessels  on  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  five  seasons,  two  of  which 
I  was  in  the,  Behring  Sea.  The  first  year,  1888,  I  was  a  boat-steeror  on  the  "Maggie  Mac;"  in  1839, 
on  the  "Mary  Ellen"  as  mate;  in  1891),  on  the  "Henry  Dennis"  as  boat-steerer;  in  1891,  on  the 
"  Carmolite"  as  mute  ;  and  in  1892,  on  the  "Annie  E.  Paint"  as  a  hunter. 

2.  This  year  we  got  200  seals,  and  I  lost  by  sinking  4.     I  remember  this  distinctly. 

3.  In  the  five  years  I  have  been  sealing  I  have  been  with  twenty-five  different  hunters,  and  I  do 
not  remember  of  any  of  them  losing  in  this  way  more  than  4  or  5  in  a  100.  It  is  always 
the  excuse  of  a  poor  hunter  that  the  seals  he  shot  sank,  but  as  a  boat-steerer  I  know  better.  Poor 
hunters  miss  the  seals  they  fire  at  much  more  often  than  they  lose  them  by  sinking. 

4.  That  every  year  I  have  been  out  I  have  seen  schools  of  seals  on  the  coast  from  off  Cape  Blanco 
northward.  It  is  poor  hunting  when  the  seals  are  in  schools — most  of  them  are  awake,  and  those 
asleep  are  soon  awakened  when  a  boat  comes  around,  and  the  whole  school  gets  away. 

5.  This  year. I  got  more  females  than  males  on  the  coast,  and  on  the  Asiatic  side'  about  equal 
numbers  of  each.'  More  than  half  of  the  females  I  got  on  the  coast  were  with  young.  On  the  Asiatic 
side  from  one-quarter  to  one-half  the  females  I  got  were  in  milk.  I  got  a  good  many  barren  cows  this 
year  both  on  the  coast  and  on  the  Asiatic  side. 

0.  I  know  of  no  schooners  being  in  Behring  Sea  mi  the  eastern  side  this  year,  except  those  reported 
seized. 

.   7.  That  the  "Annie  E.  Paint"  left   the   sealing  grounds  off  the  Commander  Islands   about   the 
21st' September,  and  arrived  at  Victoria  on  the  15th  October  instant.     I  saw  seals  every  day  of  the 
Yoyage  over.    •  We  sailed  about  100  miles  south  of  the  nearest  land  on  the  Aleutian  Islands. 
■  ',  ".  8.  That  I  have  never  noticed  or  detected  any  difference  in  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  North 
Pacific  or  Behring  Sea.     1  believe  them  to  be  identical. 

9.  That  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  on  the  coast,  both  in  bands  and  scattered,  than  in  any  former 
year  I  was  out. 

10.  That  on  three  or  four  different  occasions  I  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water.  The  male  was 
on  top  of  the  female,  and  hunters  I  was  with  have  killed  them  in  the  act,  getting  both  male  and  female 
once,  and  the  males  at  other  times. 

11.  That  I  saw  seals  this  year  in  greatest  numbers  off  the  Pamplona  Rocks,  and  in  much  larger 
numbers  there  than  in  any  former  year. 
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And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  6he  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

Signed)  CHAS.  LE  BLANC. 

Subscril  ed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Le  Blanc  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  tins 
20th  day  of  Octol  er,  ah.  L892. 

(Signed  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

^1  Notary  Public  in  cud  fur  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

(Seal) 


Declaration  of  Captain  Abel  Douglas. 


Dominion  of  Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
i  It;  uf  Victoria, 

I,  CAPTAIN  ABEL  DOUGLAS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do 
solemnly  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  I  have  for  the  past  eight  years  been  engaged  in  the  sealing  business,  three  years  as  a 
hunter,  and  live  years  as  captain  and  hunter,  for  I  make  a  point  of  going  nut  in  a  beat  myself  so  that 
I  may  see  that  the  seals  are  as  represented  by  the  men.  1  have  always  been  counted  a  good  shot,  and 
that  is  the  way  1  came  to  go  seal  hunting. 

2.  I  was  captain  of  the  "  Triumph  "  for  three  years,  and  was  on  the  "  May  Belle  "  as  master,  and 
this  year  was  master  of  the  "  Arictis." 

.'!.  Five  years  ago  in  Behring  Sea  I  took  more  than  1(30  skins,  and  did  not  lose  any  by  sinking; 
The  following  year  I  kept  count  of  the  seals  I  lost.  I  got  460  skins  and  lost  11.  Three  seasons 
ago  I  took  about  300  skins  and  lost  X.  I  do  not  remember  the  figures  for  last  Year,  but  think  1 
got  about  260.  I  losi  only  one  on  the  coast,  but  don't  remember  how  many  in  Behring  Sea.  This 
year  I  got  147,  and  lost  4  seals  by  sinking.  A  seal  that  is  badly  wounded  is  almost  certain  to  be 
got.  Out  of  all  the  seals  I  have  killed.  1  remember  of  only  one  shot  sleeping  and  sinking,  and  nearly 
all  the  seals  we  get  are  sleeping  seals.  Seals  are  much  wilder  than  they  were  before.  AYhen  we  first 
commenced  hunting  seals  we  used  to  sail  up  near  them,  but  now  Ave  have  to  lower  the  sail  as  soon  as 
we  see  them  and  row  towards  them. 

4.  This  year  1  had  ]  art  Indians  and  part  white  men. 

5.  It  will  be  imp  issible  to  exterminate  the  seals  by  hunting  them  at  sea,  or  lessen  their  number, 
for  they  an-  getting  wilder  all  the  tune,  and  moie  difficult  to  get.  The  past  two  years  I  have  seen  as 
many  seals  as  I  ever  saw— as  many  as  there  were  twelve  years  ago. 

o.  My  Indians  this  year  used  guns,  but  those  I  was  with  in  former  years  used  spears.  Now  that 
they  have  guns  they  prefer  them. 

7.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  40  or  50  feet  away  from  it. 

8.  I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  south  of  Cape  Flattery,  as  well  as  farther  north,  but  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  any  of  them. 

'.>.  When  we  first  began  hunting  we  took  more  females  than  males,  but  now  we  get  more  males. 
The  last  two  years  we  have  taken  a  great  many  young  males  from  2  to  4  years  old;  the  females  now 
seem  to  stay  farther  out  at  sea  than  they  did. 

10.  I  have  been  four  seasons  in  Behring  Sea.  Last  year  the  seals  Mere  about  equally  divided 
there,  but  before  thai  there  were.  I  think,  more  females  than  males.  I  have  seen  a  great  many  barren 
females. 

11.1  have  gone  into  Behring  Sea  through  the  172nd  Pass  and  seen  seals  there,  both  inside  and 
outside  tin-  pass.  1  believe  these  seals  go  the  Russian  islands,  and  had  evidence  of  this  last  year,  for 
we  saw  seals  away  to  the  westward  of  the  172nd  Pass.  There  is  no  difference  that  1  can  see  in  the 
seals  thai  go  to  the  two  groups  of  islands,  unless  it  is  that  the  seals  on  the  liussian  side  are  a  little 
darker  in  colour. 

12.  I  have  noticed  that  male  seals  have  teats,  but  don't  know  that  they  all  have.  I  have  noticed 
it  in  young  seals. 

13.  1  have  often  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water.  The  bull  gets  on  top  of  the  cow,  and  she  of 
course  sinks,  but  her  nose  sticks  out.  I  have  watched  them  in  this  position  from  live  to  ten  minutes. 
1  have  killed  both  the  male  and  female  often;  they  are  very  easy  to  get  when  they  aie  doing  this. 
1  try  to  kill  the  female  first,  and  wait  until  she  rises  out  of  the  water  as  they  bob  up  and  down.  The 
male  will  Btop  about  when  the  female  was  shot.  At  ordinary  times,  if  we  shoot  one  of  two  seals,  the 
other  makes  off. 

14.  If  there  were  soundings  I  could  depend  upon,  1  would  never  have  difficulty  in  telling  my 
position  when  in  Behring  Sea,  no  matter  how  thick  the  fog  was.  1  here  would  be  no  clanger  of 
drifting  near  the  islands,  for  we  could  anchor  in  150  fathoms.  I  have,  when  in  a  sealing  schooner, 
anchored  in  110  fat  boms. 

i."..  I  have  carefullj  read  the  statements  written  down  in  this  declaration,  and  declare  that  they 
are  all  true;  that  I  have  received  no  consideration  tor  having  made  them,  and  that  there  is  nothing 
further  I  wish  to  say.  or  that  I  would  like  inserted  in  this  declaration. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ABEL  DOUGLAS. 
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Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Abel  Douglas  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
ami  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  20th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  L892. 

(Signed)  Arthue  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and /or  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  George  Roberts. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  GEORGE  ROBERTS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal  hunter, 
do  solemnly  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  I  have  been  out  in  sealing-vessels  four  years.  In  1SS9  and  1890  I  was  on  the  "  Mary 
Ellen"  as  steward;  in  1891  I  was  on  the  "Teresa"  as  hunter,  and  this  year,  1892,  I  was  on  the 
"Annie  E.  Paint"  as  hunter. 

2.  In  1891  I  got  2.'>2  seals.  I  lost  that  year  by  sinking  after  being  shot  not  more  than  seven  seals, 
probably  less.  In  1892  I  got  222  seals,  and  lost  by  actual  count  5.  The  other  four  hunters  on  the 
"Annie  E.  Paint  "  lost  about  the  same  proportion. 

:'>.  That  this  year  1  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  from  Cape  Blanco  north  than  in  any  previous  year 
I  was  out.  The  greatest  number  I  saw  at  one  place  was  off  Pamplona  Rocks.  I  saw  more  seals  there 
this  year  than  I  ever  saw  before  at  any  one  time  or  place. 

4.  That  all  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Blanco  to  Middleton  Islands  I  have  seen  every  year  I  have 
been  out  seals  in  bands  from  five  seals  up  to  hundreds.  When  in  bands  seals  are  very  hard  to  get  at. 
There  are  always  some  awake  on  the  watch.  They  never  seem  to  sleep  well  in  bands.  Our  best 
catches  are  always  made  when  the  seals  are  scattered.     They  are  then  generally  asleep. 

5.  I  got  more  male  seals  this  year  on  the  coast  than  females.  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  three  seals 
out  ot  every  five  I  got  on  the  coast  were  males.  About  one-half  the  females  I  got  were  with  pup,  tlip 
other  half  barren  cows  and  young  females.  On  the  Asiatic  side  this  year  I  got  100  seals;  about  half 
were  females  in  about  the  same  proportions  as  on  the  American  coast. 

G.  That  I  shoot  sleeping  seals  at  from  5  to  15  yards  range.  I  never  lost  but  one  seal  shot  at  white 
sleeping,  and  that  was  by  going  after  another  seal,  and  leaving  it  too  long.  I  shoot  travelling  seals  at 
from  20  to  50  yards  range.     1  have  never  used  a  rifle. 

7.  A  few  of  the  female  seals  1  got  on  the  Asiatic  coast  this  year  were  in  milk,  but  a  very  few. 

8.  That  wounded  seals,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  are  either  captured  or  live  if  they  escape.  1 
picked  up  one  dead  seal  in  Beliring  Sea  last  year.  It  had  been  dead  about  twenty-four  hours,  and  had 
been  shot.  I  never  heard  of  any  one  else  finding  dead  seal  in  the  water,  and  that  is  the  only  one  1 
ever  saw. 

9.  That  as  a  rule  the  bands  of  seals  are  mixed,  that  is,  males  ami  females  are  together.  Some- 
times I  have  shot  all  males  in  a  band,  and  sometimes  all  females,  but  very  seldom.  I  have  never  seen 
more  than  two  or  three  old  bulls  ("wigs")  on  the  coast  in  a  season.  These  were  generally  alone,  and 
up  north  about  the  Fairweather  Grounds. 

If'.  I  have  never  noticed  teats  on  either  male  or  female  seals,  except  those  in  milk.  I  saw  this 
year  a  pair  of  seals  having  connection  in  the  water.  It  was  on  Fairweather  Grounds.  I  was  quite 
close  at  the  time,  waiting  to  gel  a  good  chance  at  the  female,  which  was  quite  under  water,  when  the 
male  plunged,  and  1  lost  them. 

11.  The  "  Annie  E.  Paint  "  left  the  Commander  Islands  grounds  this  yearabout  the  21st  September, 
and  reached  Victoria  the  loth  October.  I  saw  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  all  the  way  over  every 
day.  We  were  100  miles  from  the  Aleutian  Islands  at  the  nearest.  We.  ran  out  of  them  about  Queen 
Charlotte  Islands. 

12.  That  I  have  always  found  it  harder  to  get  at  female  seals  than  males, especially  cows  carrying 
pups.     They  ate  very  watchful,  and  seem  to  be  always  on  the  alert. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtui 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  GEORGE  ROBERTS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  George  Roberts  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
20th  day  of  October,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Akthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Pull  ic  in  ami  fur  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Declaration,  of  Matthew  Ryan. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  MATTHEW  RYAN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  I  have  Won  sealing  ten  years.     Last  year  I  was  a  bont-steerer ;  this  year  I  was  a  hunter. 

2.  The  hunter  I  was  with  last  year  got  319  seals,  and  lost  12  or  15.  This  year  I  secured 
249,  and  lost  7.  I  think  I  am  a  good  average  hunter,  and  such  a  one  ought  not  to  lose  more  than 
I  do  We  lose  very  tew  by  wounding  them,  and  then  having  them  die — none  worth  speaking  of.  I 
shol  al  a  sleeping  seal  when  from  12  to  15  yards  from  it.     I  have  never  seen  seals  in  schools. 

'■'<.  ( )ur  vessel  was  on  the  coast  this  year  about  the  same  time  as  last  year,  and  1  saw  a  good  many 
more  seals  than  I  did  last  year.  We  took  about  as  many  females  as  males.  On  the  Eussian  side  this 
year  we  took  more  males  than  females.  We  took  over  500  seals  there,  and  there  were  not  over  100 
females.     Never  looked  to  see  whether  males  had  teats. 

4.  In  Behring  Sea — American  side — last  year  We  got,  I  think,  more  males  than  females,  certainly 
not  more  females  than  males. 

5.  Never  saw  seals  cohabiting  ;  other  sealers  have  told  me  they  have  seen  it. 

6.  More  Indians  use  guns  now  than  use  spears. 

7.  I  never  was  out  with  Brown,  who  was  a  hunter  on  the  "  Corwin"  this  year,  hut  have  heard  he 
was  a  very  poor  hunter,  about  as  poor  as  could  be  'jot. 

8.  The  above  statements  have  been  read  over  to  me,  and  I  declare  that  they  are  all  true,  and  that 
there  is  nothing  more  than  I  wish  to  say  on  the  seal  question. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  M.  EVAN. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Matthew  Ryan  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
ami  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  20th  day 
of  October,  A.D.  1892. 

ned)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  11.  0.  Lavender. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

T,  R.  O.  LAVENDER,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  and  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows  :  — 

1.  That  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  though  at  present  my  home  and  interests  are  at 
Victoria, 

2.  J  have  been  sealing  five  seasons — four  as  master  of  a  sealing-schooner,  and  the  other  year  I 
went  as  a  hunter,  in  order  to  see  what  there  was  in  the  business  (that  was  the  first  year).  I  was  on 
the  "  Mollie  Adams,"  then,  the  next  two  years  the  "  Henry  Dennis,"  last  year  the  "  Pioneer,"  and  this 
year  the  "  Viva," 

3.  When  off  Cross  Sound  last  April  my  vessel  was  boarded  by  an  officer  of  the  "Corwin,"  who 
asked  me  to  go  to  that  vessel  and  tell  them  what  I  thought  about  seals. 

4.  I  have  hunted  every  year  myself,  and  have  hist  not  more  than  one  out  of  twenty. 

5.  1  explained  to  the  people  on  the  "  Corwin  "  that  the  reason  some  hunters  were  reported  to  lose 
more  seals  than  others,  was  that  a  hunter  was  paid  according  to  the  number  of  skins  he  got,  and  that 
killing  seals  was  like  killing  birds  or  other  animals,  the  poor  hunter  excused  his  lack  of  skill  by  saying 
that  he  killed  the  animal,  and  that  it  had  sunk.     The  boat-puller  knows  better  than  that. 

6.  1  do  not  know  Brown  who  was  a  hunter  on  the  "  Corwin."  They  thought  then  that  the  Indian 
hunter  was  very  much  better,  and  would  .net  three  times  as  many  skins  as  the  white  man,  hut  a  good 
white  hunter  with  his  gun  will  get  more  seals  than  an  Indian  with  his  spear.  I  know  that  Indians  all 
carry  guns  as  well  as  spears  in  their  canoes  now,  and  that  formerly  they  did  not  do  so. 

7.  This  season  on  the  coast  1  got  over  one-third  of  my  catch  in  females,  less  one-halt  among  them 
were  barren  cows.  It  was  the  same  other  years,  but  three  years  ago,  on  Fairweather  Grounds,  I  got 
among  young  hulls  about  tie-  size  of  a  good-sized  cow.     We  took  about  300  in  four  days. 

8.  I  have  been  thi  ms  in  Behring  Sea.  When  on  the  sealing  grounds  nearest  the  islands 
I  got  mostly  females,  hut  farther  out  they  were  mostly  males  of  the  kind  mentioned  above. 

9.  I  have  never  been  to  the  Asiatic  side.  1  have  every  year  seen  seals  in  schools,  south  as  well' 
as  north.  They  are  much  harder  to  get  when  several  are  together.  They  are  getting  educated,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  they  keep  a  look-out.  I  have  been  going  toward  two  sleeping  seals  a  good 
manj  times,  ami  have  had  a  seal  as  far  as  200  yards  to  leeward  of  me  scent  me,  and  have  seen  it  make 
al  once  towards  the  sleeping  seals,  and  would  jump  right  on  top  of  them  and  wake  them.  Only  twice 
in  five  seasons  have  1  seen  two  sleeping  seals  near  one  another,  and  when  one  would  wake,  see  him  go 
away  without  waking  the  other.  Twice  only  have  I  seen- this;  one  seal  would  wake  the  other 
alwaj  s. 
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10.  Five  seasons  ago  I  saw  more  seals  between  Flattery  and  Cape  Cook  than  I  ever  saw  since  on 
the  coast.  That  year  there  was  plenty  of  bait  on  the  coa.it,  and  consequently  food  for  the  seal.  It 
was  a  small  fish  they  were  feeding  on.  Since  then  there  has  not  been  such  a  quantity  of  bait,  and  I 
think  the  seals  were  there  feediug. 

11.  This  year  I  did  not  catch  anything  off  Queen  Charlotte  Islands;  but  off  Mount  Edgecumbe, 
and  from  that  on  to  Cross  Sound  I  found  nothing  in  the  seals' stomachs,  showing  that  they  were 
travelling  seals.  On  the  Fairweather  Grounds  the  stomachs  were  full  of  salmon,  squid,  and  a  small 
black  fish  of  which  I  don't  know  the  name. 

12.  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  I  did  any  time  since  the  first  year  I  was  o\it. 

13.  I  think  the  seals  should  be  protected.  There  ought  not  to  be  any  seals  killed  on  the  islands 
at  all.  They  should  be  perfectly  protected  there  until  the  young  ones  cau  get  along  by  themsel-es, 
which  is  about  the  15th  August — I  have  been  told  by  a  United  States'  Treasury  Agent  on  the  islands  ; 
but  I  think,  too,  that  they  should  be  protected  at  sea,  and  that  none  should  be  killed  until  the 
15th  August ;  then  let  us  go  into  the  sea  and  stav  there  as  long  as  we  like. 

14.  Coming  home  from  Behring  sea  this  year  I  saw  four  sleeping  seals  off  Cape  Flattery,  the 
21st  July  ;  one  was  shot.     It  was  a  barren  female,  and  in  good  health,  for  I  carefully  examided  it. 

15.  I  have  gone  into  Behring  Sea  through  the  172nd  Pass,  but  saw  no  seals  there. 

16.  I  have  not  noticed  that  males  have  teats. 

17.  I  have  carefully  read  the  above  statements,  and  swear  that  they  are  all  true,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  further  I  wished  to  have  inserted  in  this  declaration,  but  that  I  told  Captain  Lavender  of  the 
"Corwin"that  more  seals  were  lost  that  were  killed  with  a  rifle  than  with  a  shot-gun.  I  would 
qualify  this  by  saying  that  seals  one  is  close  to  are  as  certain  to  be  got  when  shot  with  a  rifle  as  with 
a  shot-gun,  but  with  a  rifle  they  are  shot  at  farther  off,  and  so  some  may  be  lost. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  &  0.  LAVENDER. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  R.  0.  Lavender  before  me  a  Notary  Public,  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
20th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province-  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  by  J.  S.  Fanning. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  J.  S.  FANNING,  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  make  oath  and  say  : — 

That  I  have  been  sealing  four  years.  In  1889  in  "  Lillie  L.,"  of  San  Franscisco  ;  in  1890  I  shipped 
in  the  "  Allie  J.  Alger,"  of  Seattle,  but  was  out  a  short  time  only.  In  1891  and  this  year  was  in  the 
"  Henry  Dennis."  The  21st  day  of  April  last,  when  about  80  miles  off  Sitka,  we  were  asked  on  board 
of  the  United  States'  cutter  "  Corwin."  Six  hunters  in  all  went  on  board  of  the  "  Corwin,"  but  one 
only,  Ernest  Miner,  was  interviewed  by  Captain  Lavender,  an  Agent  of  the  United  States'  Government. 
Mr.  Milner  was  not  interviewed  in  my  hearing.  The  first  year  I  was  out  I  got  227  seals,  and  there 
were  about  twenty,  I  think,  that  I  killed  and  did  not  get,  and  besides  these,  crippled  a  good  many.  I 
lost  many  more  this  yep.r — that  is,  1889 — than  I  would  have  done  had  1  known  anything  about  sealing. 
In  1890  I  was  not  out  long  enough  to  do  anything  worth  while  speaking  of.  In  1891  I  got  167,  and 
killed  7  that  I  did  not  get,  I  kept  count  of  the  seals  I  shot  at  that  year,  and  know  just  how  many 
I  got  and  how  many  I  lost.  This  year  I  secured  385,  and  lost  14.  I  am  sure  there  were  no 
more  than  that,  for  every  one  I  lost  I  made  a  note  of  it.  A  good  average  hunter  ought  not  to  lose 
more  than  I  did.  I  shoot  at  sleeping  seals  when  12  to  15  yards  from  them,  and  at  a  travelling  seal 
when  30  or  40  yards  away.  Seals  were  found  most  abundant  by  me  on  the  Fairweather  Grounds  this 
year.  I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  every  year.  I  saw  bunches  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  off  the 
Columbia  River  this  year,  but  when  they  are  in  buuches  they  are  much  harder  to  get.  Generally,  cows 
and  bulls  travel  together,  but  tins  year  we  found  when  about  60  miles  off  Mount  St.  Elias  we  got 
1,019  seals  ;  of  these  there  were  not  fifty  cows.  I  killed  while  there  15S  seals,  and  of  these  there  were 
not  more  than  eight  cows,  and  the  other  hunters  had  the  same  experience.  Both  last  year  and  this 
year,  when  going  to  the  Russian  side,  and  while  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  we  killed  seals  when 
about  half-way  over.  Coming  home  this  year  we  saw  seals  in  the  North  Pacific.  I  killed  one  of  them 
myself. 

One  of  the  hunters  on  our  schooner  this  year  killed  a  female  the  28th  day  of  July  It  had  in  its 
womb  an  unborn  pup,  which  we  had  in  the  schooner  for  an  hour  or  so. 

This  year  we  travelled  about  the  same  route  as  usual,  and  I  saw  more  seals  than  I  ever  did  before. 
I  have  seen  seals  attempting  to  cohabit  in  the  water,  but  never  saw  them  actually  in  the  act.  The 
male  was  on  top  of  the  female,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  he  was  attempting  to  have  connection  with 
her.  In  1889,  in  Behring  Sea,  I  got  more  females  than  males.  I  have  not  been  there  since.  I  talked 
with  Mr.  Alexander  this  year,  who  is  an  Agent  of  the  United  States'  Government,  I  believe,  and  I  gave 

[us]  Q 
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him    much    the  same  evidence  as   I  have  given  now.     I  have  read  the  above  statements  as  written 
down,  and  swear  that  they  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  FANNING. 

Subscribed   and   sworn   before  me  the  30th  day  of  September,  a.d.  1S92,  at  the  city  of  Victoria, 
Province  of  British  Columbia. 

ned)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  N<  by  Royal  Authority,  in  and  for 

the  Province  of  British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Abraham  Billard. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

1,  ABRAHAM  BILLARD,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  That  1  have  been  seal-Inciting  two  years.  In  1891, on  the  "Beatrice,"  with  Indian  hunters,  and 
this  year  (1892)  on  the  "  Maud  S.,"  lis  hunter. 

2.  In  1891  I  got  120  seals,  and  lost  7  or  8  by  sinking.  This  year  I  got  204,  and  lost  by  sinking 
only  6.     I  remember  the  6  distinctly,  and  know  there  were  no  more  lost. 

3.  I  did  most  of  my  sealing  on  the  American  coast  north  of  Cape  Flattery.  Last  year  I  saw  a 
school  of  seals  right  off  the  Straits,  a  little  north  of  Cape  flattery.  It  was  a  line  calm  day,  hut  I  only 
got  one  seal  out  of  the  thousands  in  sight.  Twelve  canoes  Mere  out  from  the  "  Beatrice,"  and  the  total 
catch  for  the  day  was  only  fifteen.  The  reason  is,  that  the  whole  school  was  divided  up  into  small 
hands,  and  in  every  band  there  were  seals  awake,  that,  as  soon  as  a  boat  or  canoe  came  near,  began 
jumping  among  the  sleepers  to  wake  them  up,  ana  before  we  could  get  near  enough  to  shoot,  the  whole 
band  was  off. 

4.  The  Indians  used  spears  mostly.     They  had  guns,  but  seldom  used  them. 

5.  About  one-half  of  my  coast  catch  were  females  ;  about  one-fourth  of  these  were  in  pup.  I  sealed 
in  Behring  Sea  last  year  from  the  2nd  to  the  23rd  July.  1  got  thirty  seals  there.  I  don't  now 
remember  the  number  of  females  among  them, but  remember  three  in  pup. 

6.  Last  year  the  "Beatrice"  crossed  Behring  Sea  from  east  to  west,  starting  from  about  35  miles 
north  of  St.  Paul  Island.  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  over  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds,  and  got  two  seals 
on  the  27th  July  on  the  line,  between  the  American  and  Russian  sides  of  the  sea. 

7.  That  I  do  not  know  any  difference  between  tin-  si  als  on  the  two  -ides  of  the  Pacific.  The  seals 
generally  over  there  may  be  a  little  darker,  but  I  have  seen  very  dark  skins  taken  on  this  side. 

8.  I  saw  many  more  seals  this  year  than  last  all  along  the  coast,  especially  oft  Cross  Sound  and 
Fairweather  Grounds. 

9.  Last  year,  in  Behring  Sea,  I  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water.  I  remember  twice  distinctly.  1 
got  both  seals  both  times,  killing  both  seals  each  time  with  one  shot.  The  bull's  penis  was  out  breach 
case.     I  am  certain  they  were  having  connection. 

10.  Male  seals  have  teats  as  well  as  females,  hut  not  so  large,  especially  in  the  older  seals. 

11.  That  I  have  never  found  dead  seals  at  sea,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  such. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ABRAHAM  BILLARD. 

Subscribed  and  declared  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned,  and  residing  and 
practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  21st  day  of  October,  A..0. 
1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea., 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  tlu  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  if  William  Thomas  Bragg. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  WILLIAM  THOMAS  BRAGG,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

seal-hunt'].^!'  >  and  sincerelj  state  and  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  T           .  been   on  si  thing   exrj  ditions  along  the  Pacific  Coast  in  the  year  1885  and  every 
IT  since. 

2.  That  lining  the  years  1885  and  1886  I  was  on  hoard  the  scl ner  "  Mary  Ellen;"  during  the 

year  IMS?  I  v      -  trd  the  schooner  "Teresa  ;"  during  the  year  1888  1  was  on  hoard  the  "  Penelope  " 

for  the  CO  ...  and  on  board  the  "Triumph"  during  the  remainder  of  the  season;  duiing  the  years 
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1889  and  L890  I  was  oe  board  the  scliooner"  Maggie  Mac;"  during  the  year  1891  I  was  on  board  the 
schooner  "  Annie  C.  Moore,"  and  this  year  1  was  on  board  the  scliooner  "Agnus  Macdonald." 

:;.  During  this  and  last  year  I  kept  a  record  of  all  the  seals  killed  by  me.  I  secured  during  the 
year  1891  485  seals  and  only  lost  1U;  that  is,  1  killed  10  that  sank  before  I  got  to  them.  This  year  I 
sei  ured  L73  seals,  and  only  lost  4  by  sinking  as  aforesaid.  I  was  not  out  the  whole  of  the  season  oif 
1892. 

4.  In  earlier  years  I  did  not  lose  many  seals,  if  any  more,  than  I  did  the  past  two  years. 

5.  A  sleeping  seal  seldom  sinks  when  shut,  and  two-thirds  of  the  seals  secured  are  "  sleepers.' 

6.  The  chances  of  getting  a  seal  that  is  badly  wounded  are  good. 

7.  I  shoot  at  sleeping  seals  when  about  20  feet  away  from  them,  and  I  get  as  close  as  possible  to 
"  travellers." 

8.  Seals  were  seen  most  abundant  by  me  this  year  off  Mount  St.  Elias  about  the  end  of  May  or 
beginning  of  June. 

9.  Seals  sometimes  travel  in  bands  of  from  thirty  to  forty.  Males  and  females  travel  together, 
and  the  yearlings  are  generally  with  them.  Sometimes  on  Portlock  Bank  young  2-year-old  bull  seals 
are  found  without  females  among  them. 

10.  1  can  give  no  idea  of  the  number  of  female  seals  that  are  killed  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  male  seals,  because  when  a  seal  is  killed  it  is  skinned  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  are  seldom 
examined,  at  least  by  me.     I  have  seen  young  2-year-old  cow  seals. 

11.  In  the  year  1887  I  went,  over  towards  Copper  Island  on  the  schooner  "Teresa,"  aud  I  saw 
seals  in  Behring  Sea  all  the  way  across. 

12.  I  went  to  the  Russian  side  [Ins  year,  and  on  the  way  home  in  September  I  saw  seals  in  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean  about  500  miles  from  land.  I  have  seen  them  about  the  same  place  in  previous 
years. 

In  August  1S88  I  saw  sleeping  seals  in  the  water  near  the  Scott  Islands  ;  that  is  within  20  miles 
from  the  said  islands,  and  have  heard  other  seal  hunters  make  statements  that  they  had  also  seen  seals 
there. 

14.  I  found  seals  as  plentiful  this  year  as  on  any  previous  year. 

15.  I  have  been  out  seal-hunting  with  Indians.  There  were  eleven  Indians  on  board  the  scliooner 
"Triumph,"  and  each  one  used  a  gun.  Indians  are  using  guns  for  sealing  at  the  present  time  more 
than  on  any  previous  year. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  T.  BitAGG. 

Signed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  Thomas  Bragg  before  me,  the  Undersigned,  a  Notar] 
Public  duly  commissioned,  and   residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  this  19th  day  of  October,  A..D.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Bclyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  George  Dislww. 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  GEORGE  DISHOW,of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  ofBritish  Columbia,  seal-hunter,  do 

solemnly  declare  as  follows. — 

1.  That  I  have  1 n  sealing  six  years  as  a  hunter  on  the  schooners  "  Favorite,"  1887  :  the  "  Pene- 
lope" in  1888,  the  "  Penelope  in  1889,  the  "  Walter  L.  Rich"  in  189U ;  the  "  Ciubrina  "  in  1891  and 
1892. 

2.  In  1887  1  got  300  seals,  and  lost  3.  In  1888  I  got  300,  ami  lost  4  or  5  at  most.  In  1889  1 
got  461,  and  Losl  not  more  than  4  or  5.  In  1890  I  got  364,  an.',  lost  not  more  than  5.  In 
1891  1  gol  223,  and  lost  not  more  than  6.  In  1892  1  got  303,  and  lost  more  than  usual — I  think,  9 — 
not  moie  than  10  anyway.     1  mean  by  "  lost"  that  I  killed  them,  and  they  sank  before  I  could  reach 

them. 

I  am  a  fair  average  hunter,  and  lose  about  as  many  seals  in  this  way  as  the  average  hunter. 

3.  This  year  I  got  more  males  than  in  any  year  before;  more  than  half  were  males.  All  the 
hunters  this  year  on  the  "  Umbrina"  gol  more  males  than  females.  In  previous  years  i  got  a  little 
over  half  of  my  catch  in  females,  but  very  little  over,  and  the  uther  hunters  on  the  vessels  I  was  on 
about  the  same  proportion. 

4.  1  have  sealed  in  Behring  Si  a,  on  the  eastern  side,  three  years.  Sometimes  I  got  more  mail  3 
than  females,  and  .sometimes  more  females  than  males. 

Taking  the  years  together,  1  think  tic  catch  was  about  half-and-half. 

5.  The  greater  number  of  females  caught  on  the  coast  are  with  young,  but  in  Behring  Sea  I  never 
got  any  cows  with  young.     A  tew  cows  there  would  be  in  milk. 

G.  1  have  seen  big  schools  of  seals  south  of  the  Columbia  River  in  March,  and  also  all  along  the 
coast  right  up  to  Portlock  Bank.  Generally  the  schools  were  of  all  kinds  of  seals  except  the  1-year 
and  2-year  olds,  which  are  generally  by  themselves  either  ahead  or  behind.  When  in  schools  the  seals 
are  hard  to  «et  at — one  can  hardly  get  near  them  at  all.     Our  best  sealing  is  among  scattered  "  sleepers.'' 


58 

<  low  seals  in  young  are  very  uneasy,  and  hard  to  get ;  in  fact,  all  kinds  of  seal  are  wilder  and 
harder  to  get  than  in  former  years. 

8.  This  year  the  "  Umbrina"  returned  from  the  Commander  Islands  botween  the  10th  September 
and  Is;  October.     1  saw  seals  hi  large  numbers  all  the  way  over  about  200  miles  south  of  the  Aleu  ian 

Islands  td  within   about  200  miles  of  Queen   Charlotte   Islands.     Tie- year  before,  1891,1  saw  sals 
along  the  same  course  a  couple  of  weeks  earlier,  but  not  in  so  large  a  number. 

9.  1  don't  know  that  seals  haul  out  anywhere  except  on  the  Pribylorl  Islands.  I  have  never  been 
ashore  at  any  place  except  one  to  find  out,  and  only  say  so  from  what  others  have  told  me. 

10.  I  have  also  heard  other  hunters  say  that  pups  were  born  in  the  water,  but  1  have  no  experience 
of  that  m\  self. 

11.  I  gave  evidence  tins  summer  on  the  United  States'  steamer  "  Corwin,"  at  Sitka.  I  told  him 
pretty  near  about  the  same  as  this  I  am  telling  now.  I  was  not  sworn  to  what  I  said,  1  only  signed 
my  name.  I  told  him  I  thought  the  sea  ought  to  be  closed  nil  about  the  end  of  July,  and  then 
let  us  go  in.  I  think  that  killing  seals  on  the  rookeries  is  more  destructive  to  seal-life  than  killing 
at  sea. 

12.  Indian  hunters  use  guns  more  now  than  they  used  to. 

1:!.  I  don't  think  seals  are  decreasing  in  numbers:  on  the  contrary,  I  saw  more  seals  at  sea  this 
year  than  in  any  other  of  the  six  years  I  have  been  out  sealing. 

Ami  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  GEORGE  DISHOW. 

Signed  and  declared  by  the  said  George  Dishow  before  me,  the  Undersigned,  a  Notary  Public  duly 
commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  19th  day  of  October,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  ARTHUR  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 


Declaration  of  Otto  Buthlwlz. 

Canada,  Province  of  Britisli  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  OTTO  BUCHHOLZ,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  Britisli  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  :— 

1.  That  I  have  been  fur-seal  hunting  on  the  Pacific  Coast  three  years:  in  1890  as  navigator  of 
the  schooner  "  Minnie,"  and  in  1891  and  1892  as  master  of  the  schooner  "  Sea  Lion." 

2.  This  year  I  hunted  myself  at  spare  times  in  fine  weather.  I  got  48  seals,  and  lost  6  that  I 
shot  at.  Of  "the  G,  I  lost  '_'  by  sinking  ,  the  other  4  were  wounded  and  escaped.  I  don't  think  any  of 
the  4  wounded  afterwards  died. 

3.  I  never  saw  a  dead  seal  floating  on  the  water,  but  I  have  known  a  few  seals  to  be  got  by  my 
hunters  that  had  old  shot  in  them,  generally  between  the  skin  and  blubber. 

4.  Sleeping  seals  are  shot  at  by  me  when  within  at  least  15  yards,  and  "  travellers  "  at  about  25  to 
30  yards  off. 

5.  Last  year  and  this  year  I  saw  large  schools  of  seals  along  the  coast  from  47°  30'  northward. 
This  year  I  saw  a  greater  number  of  schools  of  much  larger  dimensions  than  last  year,  and  over  the 
whole  course  of  my  voyage  saw  at  least  ten  times  as  many  seals  as  ever  before.  On  the  15th  January, 
1892,  25  miles  off  Cape  Flattery,  I  saw  the  largest  school  of  seals  I  ever  saw  anywhere.  They  were  in 
bands  over  an  area  of  15  square  miles.  The  sea  was  fairly  alive  with  seals.  There  were  heads 
everywhere.  We  lowered  our  boats,  but  the  sea  was  rough, and  the  boats  had  to  return  in  a  short  time, 
the  wind  having  increased  to  a  strong  gale. 

6.  In  my  experience  1  have  generally  noticed  old  bulls  travelling  by  themselves,  younger  bulls 
and  cows  generally  together,  and  the  2-year-old  pups  togethsr,  but  sometimes  all  the  ages  of  both  sexes 
are  found  together. 

7.  The  more  scattered  the  seals  the  better  chance  to  get  them.  When  in  schools  they  are  hard  to 
get,  being  generally  awake  ami  on  the  move. 

8.  The  food  of  seals  on  the  coast  is  mostly  salmon.     On  the  Asiatic  side  mostly  squid 

9.  In  the  "  Minnie"  in  1890  I  had  Indian  hunters.  They  used  spears,  ami  guns  now  and  then  to 
shoot  "  travellers." 

10.  On  the  coast  I  got  more  females  than  males,  but  on  the  Asiatic  coast  we  get  more  bulls  than 
on  the  American  side.     We  got  a  few  barren  cows  on  the  Asiatic  side  this  year. 

11.  Lows  with  young  in  them  are  very  hard  to  get  at.  They  are  generally  on  the  watch,  and 
make  away  as  soon  as  a  boat  comes  near.  We  don't  kill  old  bulls  as  a  rule;  they  are  of  little  value, 
and  difficult  to  handle  because  of  the  size  and  weight. 

12.  I  don't  know  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  and  American  coasts.  The 
former  may  be  a  trifle  darker  in  colour  at  the  same  time  of  the  year,  but  I  cannot  tell  one  from  another. 
The  hunters  think  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  a  little  tamer  in  the  lirst  of  the  season  than  on 
this  side. 

13.  In  1890  I  seeded  in  Behring  Sea  in  July.  I  got  a  few  female  seals  in  milk;  none  earning 
pups.     We  sealed  from  35  to  50  miles  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands. 

14  I  don't  know  of  any  schooners  being  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  except  those  seized. 
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And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  OTTO  BUCHHOLZ. 

Signed  and  declared  by  the  said  Otto  Buchholz  before  me,  the  Undersigned,  a  Notary   Public 
duly  commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  this  19th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  William  O'Lcary. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  WILLIAM  O'LEARY,  of  the  city  of  Victoria  and  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  first  hunted  the  fur-seal  in  1886,  and  have  been  sealing  every  year  since,  as  master 
each  year. 

2.  In  1886  I  was  on  the  schooner  "  Pathfinder,"  now  the  "  Pioneer,"  and  sealed  along  the  coast 
into  Behring  Sea.  In  1887  I  was  on  the  same  vessel  and  made  about  the  same  cruize.  In  1888  I 
was  on  the  "  Teresa,"  but  did  not  go  into  Behring  Sea  that  year.  The  following  year  I  was  again  on 
the  "  Pathfinder,"  and  went  again  into  Behring  Sea.  I  brought  the  "  Ocean  Belle  "  around  the  Horn 
in  ]  890,  and  sealed  on  her  for  about  three  months — April,  May,  and  June — and  then  took  charge 
of  the  "  Walter  L.  Rich,"  and  went  into  Behring  Sea,  Last  year,  1891,  I  was  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle  " 
for  the  whole  season,  and  this  year  on  the  "Geneva." 

3.  I  have  always  hunted  a  little  in  the  stern  boat,  and  have  never  lost  many  seals  by  sinking. 
This  year  I  killed  thirty-four,  and  did  not  lose  one  of  them  by  sinking.  From  talking  with  my  hunters 
I  would  say  that  from  1  to  5  per  cent,  of  the  seals  killed  are  lost  by  sinking. 

4.  I  do  not  believe  that  many  seals  are  badly  wounded,  and  die  afterwards  and  are  lost,  for  when 
a  seal  is  wounded  and  lives  a  little  while  afterwards  it  will  always  float  when  it  does  die.  When  there 
are  so  many  boats  close  to  one  another  killing  seals,  many  such  floating  seals  would  be  seen  if  there 
were  many  wounded  ones  that  died,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  have,  in  all  the  time  I  have  been  sealing, 
seen  only  three  such  seals. 

5.  I  have  seen  seals  travelling  in  schools  very  often,  and  have  seen  as  many  together  off  the 
Columbia  Ptiver  as  I  ever  did  anywhere,  but  when  they  are  in  schools  it  is  very  hard  to  get  near  them, 
and  the  hunters  do  not  like  to  see  them  in  schools 

6.  Males  and  females  travel  together  on  the  coast,  and  mixed  with  them  are  the  yearlings. 

7.  Last  year  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  than  I  saw  in  any  year  but  1890.  This  year  I  was 
behind  the  seals,  and  did  not  see  so  many  as  last  year.  Seals  are  not  found  in  the  same  places  every 
year,  and  where  I  got  a  great  many  last  year,  I  found  few  or  none  this  year,  and  in  other  places  I  found 
a  great  many  more  seals  than  I  did  last  year. 

8.  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  slightest  danger  of  exterminating  or  seriously  diminishing  the  seals 
by  hunting  them,  as  they  are  growing  more  wild  and  wary  every  year,  and  when  the  catches  are  not 
sufficient  to  pay  expenses,  the  number  of  schooners  employed  will  soon  decrease. 

9.  I  once  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  have  often  heard  my  hunters  speak  of  it. 

10.  My  coast  catch  has  always  been  composed  of  about  an  equal  number  of  males  and  females, 
and  about  the  same  in  Behring  Sea. 

11.  I  have  been  sealing  two  seasons  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  Behring  Sea,  and  have  not  been  able  to 
detect  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  that  side  and  those  on  the  American  side. 

12.  Besides  the  schooners  that  have  been  seized,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  vessels  sealing  in 
Behring  Sea,  and  do  not  believe  that  there  were  any  other  vessels  there. 

13.  I  think  that  if  the  seals  were  allowed  to  breed  quietly  on  the  islands,  and  were  not  killed  in 
Behring  Sea  in  July  or  August,  that  that  would  be  all  the  protection  that  was  needed,  and  even 
without  a  close  season  the  number  of  schooners  would  soon  be  regulated  by  the  catches  made. 

14.  I  have  never  been  close  to  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  have  never  had  any  trouble  in  keeping 
as  far  from  them  as  I  wished,  even  in  the  most  foggy  weather. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WM.  O'LEARY. 

Declared  before  me,  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  this  14th  day  of  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  D.  M.  Eberts, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 
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Declaration  oj  Alfred  R  Bissett. 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  ALFRED  R.  BISSETT,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  engaged  in  sealing-vessels  for  three  years.  In  1889  I  was  on  the  "Mary 
Ellen"  as  hunter  until  about  the  1st  May,  when  I  went  on  board  the  "Teresa"  as  mate  and  hunter. 
In  1890  I  was  not  out.     In  1891  and  1892  I  was  master  of  the  "Annie  E.  Paint." 

2.  That  I  have  always  hunted  seals  in  the  stern-boat  whenever  my  duties  as  master  and  mate 
would  allow,  and  in  the  last  two  years  have  got  in  this  way  about  70  seals.  I  don't  think  I  lost  more 
than  3  in  getting  the  70. 

3.  That  in  1889  the  "Mary  Ellen"  sealed  as  far  south  as  the  Earalone  Islands.     In  the  "  Annie 
"  E.  Paint"  I  have  not  been  south  of  the  Columbia  Paver.     From  off  Grey's  Harbour  northward  along 

Vancouver  Island  coast  to  off  Cape  St.  Elias  I  have  during  the  kst  two  years  seen  seals  in  schools  or 
bands  at  scores  of  places,  such  as  Hesquit  Head,  Vancouver  Island ;  Cape  Cook,  Cape  Scott,  Triangle 
Island ;  Cape  St.  James,  Cape  Addington,  Alaska ;  Sitka  Bay,  Cross  Sound,  Pamplona  Bocks, 
including  the  Fairweather  Grounds.  This  year,  about  the  20th  February,  off  Barclay  Sound,  from 
5  to  18  miles,  for  over  a  week  I  was  in  one  of  the  largest  schools  of  seals  I  ever  saw.  My  six  hunters 
got  only  20  seals  in  that  time,  because  the  seals  were  so  wild  we  could  not  reach  them.  The  best 
sealing  is  always  among  scattered  seals,  which  are  mostly  "sleepers." 

4.  Some  of  these  schools  consist  of  small  bands.  Frequently  the  bands  are  all  cows  or  all  bulls ; 
sometimes  the  seals  seem  to  band  together  according  to  age,  but  in  any  large  school  there  are  to  be 
found  both  sexes  of  all  ages.  I  have  known  my  hunters  to  come  in  from  a  day's  hunt,  one  having  got 
all  bulls,  another  nearly  all  cows,  and  others  cows  and  bulls.  A  hunter's  largest  score  for  a  day  is 
nearly  always  among  young  bulls.  This  is  because  the  bnlls  are  easier  got  at.  All  along  the  coast  the 
cows  are  wilder  than  the  bulls. 

5.  Last  year  over  80  per  cent,  of  my  catch  were  young  bulls.  I  was  late  going  up  the  coast,  and 
did  not  overtake  the  older  seals ;  at  least  that  is  how  I  account  for  it.  I  got  very  few  females.  This 
year  my  catch  was  about  half  females  on  the  coast.  My  hunters  got  568  seals  on  the  coast.  They 
saved  about  all  the  skins  of  the  pups  that  were  taken  from  the  cows  killed  and  brought  on  board, 
and  had  about  30  of  them.  Out  of  the  568  seals  I  am  sure  there  were  not  more  than  70  or  80  cows 
in  pup. 

6.  I  was  over  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds  this  year.  My  hunters  got  421  seals  there. 
The  only  difference  between  the  seals  over  there  and  on  this  side  that  I  can  see  is  that  the  Copper 
Island  seal  is  a  little  darker  in  colour.     The  seals  there  are  not  so  fat  as  on  this  side. 

7.  T  left  the  other  side  21st  September  last,  and  arrived  home  14th  October  instant.  I 
sailed  southerly  to  the  49th  parallel,  and  thence  easterly  to  Victoria.  I  saw  seals  nearly  every  day 
until  we  got  within  500  or  600  miles  of  Vancouver  Island.  We  here  entered  very  bad  weather,  and  I 
did  not  notice  the  seals.  There  was  scarcely  a  watch  that  did  not  report  seeing  seals.  On  two  days  J 
saw  seals  enough  to  justify  lowering  a  boat  had  the  weather  not  been  so  heavy.  This  was  about  the 
173rd  meridian  west  on  the  49th  parallel. 

8.  That  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  I  ever  saw  before,  and  the  vessels  that  kept  up  with  the 
seals  made  the  largest  coast  catches  on  record. 

9.  That,  from  my  experience  and  observation,  I  believe  that  immense  numbers  of  the  seals  that 
go  up  this  coast  never  enter  Behring  Sea,  I  know  that  all  through  the  summer  and  early  fall 
that  seals  are  scattered  over  the  North  Pacific  north  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  as  far  as  the 
165th  meridian  east.  I  have  compared  notes  with  other  masters,  sailing  both  earlier  and  later 
than  myself,  and  I  have  found  all  reporting  seals  scattered  over  the  ocean  from  one  side  to  the  other. 

10.  In  my  experience  I  have  found  only  three  dead  seals  on  the  sea.  One  of  these  had  been 
shot  by  one  of  my  hunters  about  an  hour  before,  but  sank.  Another  I  examined,  but  found  no 
wounds  on  it.  I  believe  it  had  died  a  natural  death.  The  other  had  been  shot  about  two  days  before 
I  got  it.     From  the  wounds  I  believe  it  was  shot  dead  ;  the  wounds  were  in  the  head. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ALFRED  R.  BISSETT. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Alfred  E.  Bissett  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  22nd  day  of  October,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belysa, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Declaration  of  Herman  R.  Smith. 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  HERMAN  E.  SMITH,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  engaged  in  fur-seal  hunting  for  twelve  years  on  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
have  been  five  years  in  Behring  Sea — four  years  on  the  eastern  side  and  one  on  the  western. 

2.  That  I  have  served  as  able  seaman,  hunter,  mate  and  master  in  that  time,  and  have  also  had 
charge  of  trading  stations  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island. 

3.  That  I  have  hunted  seals  from  200  miles  south  of  Columbia  River  up  the  coast  and  in 
Behring  Sea. 

4.  Since  1889  I  have  seen  on  all  parts  of  the  coast  seals  in  schools  or  bands,  often  in  very  great 
numbers.  In  February  1889,  off  the  mouth  of  Hingua  (?)  River,  State  of  Oregon,  I  saw  the  largest 
school  of  seals  I  ever  saw.  It  was  a  fine  calm  day.  The  seals  covered  the  water  as  far  as  I  could  see 
standing  in  my  sealing  boat;  there  were  thousands  and  thousands  of  them.  There  were  cows  and 
bulls  of  different  ages.  I  did  not  get  one,  the  great  majority  of  them  being  awake,  so  I  could  not  get 
near  enough  to  shoot. 

5.  In  other  years  I  have  often  seen  large  schools  at  other  places.  This  year  I  saw  most  seals  off 
Baker  Island  in  very  rough  weather.  My  vessel  was  hove-to,  and  when  the  weather  cleared  the  seals 
were  gone  off  northward  and  westerly. 

6.  In  1887  I  got  plenty  of  seals,  all  bulls,  off  Cross  Sound,  on  the  12th,  13th,  15th,  and  24th  July. 
T  then  sailed  awav  then  for  Behring  Sea. 

7.  In  1888  I  got  between  300  and  400  skins  off  Kadiak,  all  bulls.  In  1889,  on  the  24th  June 
and  2nd  July  I  got  a  little  to  westward  of  Portlock  Bank,  an  average  of  fifty  skins  per  day ;  seven- 
eighth  of  these  seals  were  bulls. 

8.  In  1890  the  seals  were  most  plentiful  in  June  off  Middleton  Island,  In  1891  I  made  no  coast 
catch.     In  all  these  years,  except  1889, 1  had  Indian  hunters  using  spears. 

This  year  I  went  north  two  months  behind  time,  and  got  285  seals  off  Sitka  and  on  Fairweather 
Grounds,  about  two-thirds  bulls. 

9.  Previous  to  1887  I  did  most  of  my  sealing  off  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island.  The  seals  now 
do  not  follow  this  part  of  the  coast  as  closely  as  they  used  to.  I  believe  this  is  due  entirely  to  the  run 
of  the  fish  on  which  seals  feed.  I  know  that  last  year  there  was  a  great  run  of  herrings  into  Barclay 
Sound  in  April,  and  that  the  herrings  were  followed  by  a  great  school  of  seals,  which  remained  until 
the  herring  disappeared. 

10.  On  the  Vancouver  coast,  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  about  one-half  of  the  seals  got  are 
females,  about  one-half  of  which  are  with  pup.  As  the  season  grows  fewer  females  are  got,  and  of  those 
got  a  smaller  proportion  are  in  pup.  By  the  second  week  in  June  all  females  in  pup  have  left  the 
coast  as  far  north  as  Queen  Charlotte  Islands. 

11.  Indian  hunters  are  using  guns  now  much  more  than  formerly.  Fully  one-half  of  the  Indian 
hunters  out  tins  year  used  guns  as  well  as  spears.  My  hunters  this  year  lost  two  seals  by  sinking  out 
of  a  total  catch  of  524. 

12.  In  Behring  Sea  the  seals  got  during  the  first  half  of  the  season  there  are  mostly  all  bulls; 
during  the  last  half,  that  is,  from  about  the  10th  August  to  the  close,  the  sexes  are  got  in  about  equal 
proportions. 

13.  This  year  I  was  over  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds  and  got  230  seals.  About  one-third  of 
these  were  females.  None  were  in  pup,  and  I  particularly  noticed  that  none  were  in  milk.  This  was 
from  the  5th  August  to  6th  September,  when  I  left  for  Victoria. 

14.  On  my  return  home  I  sailed  south  from  Attn  Island  to  between  the  49th  and  50th  parallel 
north  latitude,  then  east  for  home.  I  saw  seals  scattered  all  along  the  route  home,  and  at  the  dates 
and  places  given  here  I  saw  more  than  usual,  and  entered  the  fact  in  my  log.  The  entries  are  as 
follows  : — 

9th  September.— 49°  58'  north,  176°  58'  west. 
11th  „  50°  4'  north,  168°  32'  west. 

15th  „  49°  44'  north,  156°  4'  west. 

21st  „  49°  44'  north,  132°  56'  west. 

On  all  these  days  at  these  places  I  saw  numbers  of  seals,  though  the  weather  was  rough. 

15.  The  seals  off  Copper  Island  seem  a  shade  darker  than  on  the  eastern  side,  and  are  certainly 
not  so  fat.  I  don't  think  food  is  so  plentiful.  Over  there  the  seals  get  only  squid  and  devil  fish, 
largely  the  latter.     They  seem  tamer  than  the  east  coast  seal,  especially  early  in  the  season. 

16.  From  all  I  have  seen  and  learned  of  seals  in  the  twelve  years  I  have  been  hunting  I  positively 
say  that  there  are  many  more  seals  now  than  twelve  years  ago,  moving  along  the  American  coast  from 
February  to  June.  In  my  judgment  the  best  and  most  effective  protection  of  seal  life  is  to  let  them 
alone  on  the  rookeries.  The  slaughter  on  the  rookeries  ought  to  be  stopped  first,  and  the  seals  allowed 
to  haul  out,  breed,  and  propagate  without  any  interference.  If  this  were  done  there  is  no  danger  of 
extermination  by  sealing  at  sea. 

17.  That  I  have  only  found  one  dead  seal  at  sea  in  the  years  I  have  been  out.  That  was  this 
year,  about  80  miles  west  of  Attu.  This  seal  had  been  dead  only  a  short  time ;  the  wound  was  still 
bleeding.     My  hunters  and  those  of  the  "  W.  P.  Hall "  had  been  hunting  about  the  place  the  day 
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before.     A  dead  seal  will  generally  rise  to  the  surface  in  about  half-an-hour  after  being  killed.     I  have 
got  several  in  that  way. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "Tii-  Ad  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  HERMAN  E,  SMITH. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Herman  R  Smith  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  cornmis- 
trioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
22nd  day  of  October,  a.i>.  1892. 

(Signed)  ARTHUR  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

(SeaL) 


Declaration  of  William  Dc  Witt. 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  WILLIAM  DE  WITT,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal-hunter 
do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  in  sealing-vessels  as  a  hunter  the  last  four  years.  In  1889  I  was  on  the 
"  Penelope,"  in  1890  on  the  "  Penelope  ;"  in  1891  on  the  "  Viva,"  and  in  1892  on  the  =<  Sea  Lion." 

2.  That  in  1889,  my  first  year  of  sealing.  I  got90  seals,  in  1890  I  got  217,  in  1891 1  got  290,  and  in 
1892  I  got  420.  I  don't  remember  exactly  how  many  seals  I  lost  by  sinking  in  1889,  but  certainly  no 
over  15.  In  1890  I  lost  between  15  and  20.  I  kept  count  of  those  I  lost  that  year  until  near  the 
end  of  the  season.  In  1891  I  lost  9  by  sinking;  I  kept  count  of  tliem  that  year  and  also  this  year, 
1892,  when  I  lost  by  sinking  7. 

"3.  I  use  both  shot-gun  and  rifle  in  sealing.  I  shoot  sleeping  seals  at  from  10  to  15  yards'  range, 
and  "  travellers  "  at  from  oil  to  40  yards.  I  seldom  use  the  rifle,  and  only  then  on  "  travellers."  Most  of 
the  seals  I  lost  by  sinking  were  "  travellers"  shot  at  the  longer  range. 

4.  Very  few  seals  are  wounded.  Those  badly  wounded  I  always  get,  while  those  so  lightly 
wounded  that  they  escape  do  not  afterwards  die.  In  the  four  years  I  have  been  out  I  have  picked  up 
three  dead  seals  at  sea.  They  all  had  been  dead  but  a  short  time,  their  skins  being  sound  and  good. 
Two  of  the  three  I  picked  up  this  year  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds. 

5.  That  each  year  I  have  been  out  I  have  seen  bands  or  schools  of  seals  along  the  coast  from  Cape 
Blanco  north  to  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  ;  north  of  this  I  have  seen  smaller  bands.  They  are  generally 
wild  when  in  bands,  and  I  always  have  best  hunting  when  seals  are  scattered.  The  bands  are  made 
up  of  males  and  females  both  young  and  old.  I  don't  ever  remember  getting  among  a  school  or  band 
of  all  one  kind. 

6.  That  of  the  seals  I  got  a  little  more  than  one-half  of  those  taken  on  the  coast  were  females. 
On  the  Asiatic  side  the  cows  were  in  about  the  same  proportion.  On  the  coast  over  half  the  females  I 
got  were  with  pup,  but  on  the  Asiatic  side  I  got  no  cows  with  pup,  but  a  good  many  had  milk. 

7.  1  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  ever  before  all  along  the  coast,  especially  off  Cape  Flattery, 
Fairweather  Grounds,  and  Middleton  Island. 

8.  Seals  are  wilder  now  than  when  I  first  went  hunting,  particularly  so  on  the  coast. 

9.  I  have  been  over  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds  twice,  in  1891  and  1892.  In  1891  the  "  Viva" 
crossed  Behring  Sea  from  about  20  miles  north  of  Amutka  Pass  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds.  I 
saw  seals  scattered  all  the  way  over.  This  year  the  "  Sea  Lion  "  went  over  outside  the  Aleutian 
Islands.      I  saw  seals  in  about  the  same  way  all  the  way  over. 

10.  1  have  seen  seals  all  over  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  in  the  fall  and  early  wiuter  months. 

11.  I  i Hire  saw  a  male  and  female  seal  having  connection  in  the  water.  I  killed  both  of  them, 
first  the  cow  and  then  the  bull,  and  got  both  in  the  boat. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WM.  DE  WITT. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  De  Witt  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, ami  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
21st  day  of  October,  am.  1892. 

(Signed  A    L.  Belyea, 

A  Nolo  in  mill  for  the  Province  of 

British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 
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Declaration  of  William  G.  Goudie. 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  WILLIAM  GOUDIE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  iu  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal-hunter,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  have  hunted  fur-seals  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Behring  Sea  five  years.  I  went  out  first 
in  1888  on  the  "Mollie  Adams"  from  Seattle,  sealing  on  the  coast,  and  on  the  "  Edward  Webster"  to 
Behring  Sea.  In  1889  I  was  on  the  "  Mollie  Adams,"  in  1890  on  the  Sapphire,"  in  1891  on  the 
"  Carlotta  G.  Cox,"  and  in  1892  on  her  again. 

2.  I  kept  a  record  of  my  catch  of  seals  every  year.  Last  year  and  this  year  I  kept  count  of  the 
seals  I  sunk,  but  not  in  the  other  years,  though  I  remember  the  number  well. 

3.  In  1888  I  got  75  on  the  "  Mollie  Adams,"  and  on  the  "Webster,"  in  Behring  Sea,  118.  Out  of 
the  whole  lot  I  lost  by  sinking  7.  In  1S89  I  got  250  seals,  and  lost  by  sinking  3.  In  1891  I  got  387 
seals,  and  sunk  5.     In  1892  I  got  442  seals,  and  sunk  2. 

4.  This  year  the  majority  of  the  seals  we  got  on  the  coast  were  bulls  ;  out  of  2,040  seals  caught  on 
the  coast,  about  1,500  were  bulls  from  2  to  4  years  old.  On  the  Eussian  side  of  the  Behring  Sea  we 
got  689.  I  got  136  of  these.  A  little  more  than  half  were  females — none  iu  pup,  a  very  few  in  milk. 
About  half  the  females  I  got  on  the  coast  were  with  pup,  the  other  half  barren  cows  and  young 
females. 

5.  Every  year  I  have  been  out  I  have  seen  the  seals  in  bands  or  schools  on  the  coast  as  far  south 
as  70  miles  south  of  Cape  Elattery  and  all  along  up  the  coast.  I  have  never  been  as  far  south  as  the 
Columbia  River  sealing. 

0.  The  schools  are  made  up  of  male  and  female  seals,  young  and  old,  though  sometimes  we  find 
small  bands  of  one  sex  or  age. 

7.  That  I  saw  on  the  coast  this  year  more  seals  than  I  ever  saw  before,  particularly  off  Cape  Cook 
and  Cape  Fairweather. 

8.  I  have  been  in  Behring  Sea  four  seasons,  around  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  I  don't  remember  very 
well  what  proportion  of  those  I  got  were  females,  some  years  more,  others  less,  but  I  think  about  one- 
half  taking  the  years  together.  With  very  few  exceptions  there  were  no  females  in  pup  taken  in  the 
sea,  but  some  of  them,  probably  a  quarter,  would  be  in  milk. 

9.  That  I  know  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  ocean.  I  don't  think  there 
is  any  difference. 

10.  The  "  Carlotta  G.  Cox  "  left  the  Commander  Islands  grounds  5th  September  this  year,  and 
sailed  directly  for  Victoria.  I  saw  seals  now  and  then  over  the  entire  course.  I  remember  well  seeing 
two  500  or  600  miles  off  land  in  about  latitude  54°  30'  north  and  143°  west  longilude ;  also  two  seals 
about  100  miles  west  of  Queen  Charlotte. 

11.  That  I  shoot  "sleepers"  at  from  10  to  20  yards,  and  "travellers"  at  from  20  to  100  yards — 
very  few  at  the  latter  distance,  and  then  only  on  a  calm  day. 

12.  I  have  noticed  the  teats  on  male  seals  as  well  as  females. 

13.  That  three  years  ago  in  Behring  Sea  I  saw  seals  having  connection  with  one  another  on  two 
occasions.     I  was  within  70  or  80  yards  of  them. 

14.  Cow  seals  with  young  are  the  hardest  to  get  at,  especially  in  May  and  June.  They  are  then 
wilder  and  more  on  the  watch.     After  they  pup  they  are  not  so  wild. 

15.  In  the  five  years  I  have  been  out  I  have  found  six  dead  seals  on  the  water.  Most  of  them  had 
been  shot  only  a  few  days. 

16.  That  the  only  sealing-schooners  that  were  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  at  all  were  those  that  have 
been  reported  seized.  The  vessels  that  did  not  go  over  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds  returned  to 
Victoria. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  G.  GOUDIE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  G.  Goudie  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
21st  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea., 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Captain  Laughlin  McLean. 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CAPTAIN  LAUGHLIN  McLEAN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  seven  years  sealing,  and  consider  that  I  am  the  oldest  sealer  that  goes  out 
from  this  port.  I  have  been  out  every  year  in  the  same  vessel — the  "  Favourite  " — as  captain  every 
year. 

[118]  S 
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2.  I  do  not  hunt  much,  but  know  a  good  deal  of  the  sealing  business  from  being  out  with 
sealers. 

;!.  My  men  always  report  having  lost  very  few  seals.  Sir  George  Baden-Powell  asked  me  about 
this  last  year,  and  I  kept  count  of  the  cartridges  1  gave  my  hunters — they  were  Indians.  I  have  had 
Indians  every  year  since  1887.  I  found  that  they  brought  in  almost  as  many  seals  as  I  gave  them 
cartridges  On  the  5th  August  last  I  gave  them  (my  hunters)  ninety-five  cartridges,  and  they  brought 
in  eighty-four  seals.  They  had  to  fire  two  or  more  times  at  some  of  the  seals,  so  that  they  got  practi- 
cally all  they  shot  at.  The  Indians  used  to  use  spears,  but  they  all  prefer  guns  when  they  can  get 
them,  and  my  Indians  have  used  guns  ever  since  1888.  I  think  my  men  lose  about  a  half  of  1  per 
cent,  of  the  seals  they  shout  at. 

4.  I  went  out  in  the  usual  way  this  year,  and  at  about  the  usual  time,  and  on  the  coast  from 
Flattery  to  Kadiak  found  the  seals  more  plentiful  than  ever  I  had  seen  them  before;  my  men  also 
remarked  this. 

5.  There  are  very  few  seals  indeed  that  are  wounded  badly  enough  to  die  afterwards,  and  a  few,  I 
suppose,  are  killed  and  sink,  but  very  few  now  that  rifles  are  not  used.  A  seal  is  sometimes  stunned 
and  will  sink,  and  when  gaffed  and  brought  on  board  they  come  to  and  are  all  right,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
that  some  that  are  reported  lost  come  to  and  live. 

6.  This  year  I  went  to  the  Russian  side  of  Behring  Sea.  On  the  way  home  I  saw  seals  in  the 
North  Pacific,  far  from  land ;  we  got  one  of  them. 

7.  Outside  of  Behring  Sea  my  experience  has  been  that  there  are  more  males  than  females  taken, 
very  many  more.  In  Behring  Sea  we  find  more  females  than  on  the  coast,  but  not  nearly  so  many 
females  as  males. 

8.  I  cannot  tell  a  skin  of  a  female  from  that  of  a  male  by  the  teats,  for  both  have  teats,  and  salted 
skins  could  not  be  separated  in  this  way.  There  is  no  way  to  tell  the  sex  of  the  seal  a  salted  skin  is 
taken  from.  I  don't  believe  any  man  can  tell  the  difference.  I  can  see  no  difference  between  the  seals 
on  this  side  and  on  the  Russian  side. 

9.  Sometimes  a  man  might  drift  in  the  fog,  but  if  there  were  good  soundings  laid  down  on  the 
Chart  there  would  be  no  trouble  in  telling  one's  position. 

10.  I  do  not  think  seals  could  be  much  lessened  in  number  if  they  were  protected  on  the  islands 
when  breeding.  There  were  more  seals  in  Behring  Sea  last  year  than  I  ever  saw  before  there.  I  was 
six  seasons  there. 

11.  I  have  never  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water  in  Behring  Sea. 

12.  I  know  Brown,  who  was  hunter  on  the  United  States'  cutter  "  Corwin."  He  is  reported  to  be 
such  a  poor  hunter  that  no  one  would  take  him  out  last  year. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  LAITGHLIN  McLEAN. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Laughlin  McLean  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
21st  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Akthxr  L.  Belyka, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  John  Henry  Haake. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria, 

1.  JOHN  HENRY  HAAKE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  state  and  declare  as  follows: — 

i.  That  I  have  been  seal-hunting  in  Behring  Sea  and  on  the  Pacific  Coast  for  the  past  five  years, 
the  first  two  years  being  engaged  as  a  boat-puller,  and  the  last  three  years  being  engaged  as  a  hunter. 

2.  That  I  have  been  engaged  on  the  sealing-schooner  "  Walter  L.  Rich "  for  two  years ;  on  the 
sealing  schooner  "  Ocean  Belle  "  for  one  year  ;  and  on  the  sealing  schooner  "  Walter  A.  Earle  "  for  one 
year. 

3.  That  in  the  year  1890  I  hunted  seals  in  the  stem-boat  of  the  schooner  "  Walter  L.  Rich,"  and 
secured  151  seals  altogether,  of  these  107  were  secured  in  Behring  Sea. 

4.  That  during  the  said  season  of  1890  I  killed  and  lost  not  more  than  seven  seals  at  the  most. 

5.  That  in  the  year  1891  I  was  engaged  as  a  hunter  on  board  the  schooner  "  Oceau  Belle,"  and 
secured  27-">  seals. 

6.  That  during  the  said  season  of  1891  I  killed  and  lost  not  more  than  twelve  seals  at  the  most. 

7.  That  during  the  season  of  1892  I  was  engaged  as  a  hunter  on  hoard  the  schooner  "  Walter  A. 
Earle,"  and  secured  352  seals. 

8.  That  during  the  season  of  1892  I  killed  and  lost  not  more  than  fourteen  seals  at  the  most. 

9.  I  consider  myself  a  fair  average  seal-hunter,  and  I  am  sure  that  I  do  not  strike  many  seals 
that  are  wounded  and  afterwards  die ;  in  fact,  there  are  very  tew  such  instances. 

10.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  12  or  15  yards  from  it,  and  the  average  distance  at  which 
hunters  shoot  at  "  travellers  "  is  about  35  yards. 
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11.  I  have  often  seen  seals  in  schools,  and  frequently  have  seen  them  in  schools  south  of  Cape 
Flattery.  r 

12.  Male  and  female  seals  usually  travel  together,  but  I  have  known  of  cases  where  males  travel 
together  and  females  together. 

13    In  September  of  this  year,  while  we  were  proceeding  homeward,  and  while  in  the  North 
racinc  Ocean,  we  saw  a  few  seals. 

14.  During  the  season  of  1X02  I  secured  quite  a  number  of  barren  female  seals— by  a  barren 
female  seal,  I  mean  one  thai  has  no  pup  in  her. 

15.  The   total   coast    catch  of  the  schooner  "  Walter  A.  Earle "  during  the  season  of  1892  was 
l,32,:i  seals,  and  the  greater  portion  of  them  were  males. 

10.   I  found  the  seals  as  plentiful  during  the  season  of  1S92  as  any  previous  year,  and,  in  fact,  I 
never  saw  them  so  plentiful  on  any  previous  year  as  1  did  during  the  season  of  1892. 

17.  I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  have  killed  both  male  and  female. 

18.  A  sleeping  seal  never  sinks  when  it  is  shot  in  the  head,  and  1  have  frequently  seen  them  float 
for  five  minutes. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)         J.  H.  HAAKE. 

Signed   and   declared   by   the   said  John  Henry  Haake  before  me,  the  Undersigned,  a  Notary 
Public  duly  commissioned,  and   residing  and   practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  this  21st  day  of  October,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  fur  the  Province  of 

British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


.  Declaration  of  James  Shields. 

Dominion  of  Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  JAMES  SHIELDS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows  : — 

1 .  1  have  been  six  seasons  seal-hunting.  I  went  as  a  hunter  each  year.  I  have  been  out  on  the 
"  Pathfinder,"  the  "  Ariel,"  the  "  Viva,"  and  the  "  E.  B.  Marvin." 

2.  I  remember  within  a  seal  or  two  the  number  of  seals  I  killed  and  received,  and  those  I  lost. 
I  kept  a  diary  every  season  but  last,  in  which  I  noted  down  the  seals  killed.  In  1887  I  got  349  seals 
and  lost  a  good  many  ;  that  was  my  first  year,  and  I  lacked  experience.  I  lost,  I  believe,  between 
5  and  10  per  cent,  of  the  number  I  killed.  The  next  year,  1888,  I  had  secured  495  seals,  and  5  per 
cent,  would  fully  cover  the  number  lost.  In  1889,  we  made  a  poor  season.  I  got  350  skins,  and  lost 
by  sinking  or  crippling  fewer  seals  than  the  year  before.     I  have  not  with  me  the  record  for  1890   but 

1  got  the  next  largest  catch  to  my  brother  William.  The  schooner  took  over  2,100.  I  lost  that  year 
not  more  than  two  seals  that  I  know  were  killed  and  sank.  In  calm  weather  we  are  almost  certain 
to  get  a  wounded  seal,  but  when  the  weather  is  rough,  and  the  seal  goes  to  windward,  one  is  sometimes 
lost,  when  the  boat  cannot  be  pulled  against  the  wind  and  sea,  but  very  few  are  lost  in  this  way.  It 
is  a  common  thing  for  a  poor  hunter,  or  a  man  who  has  bad  luck,  to  come  on  board  and  say  that  he 
struck  seals  and  lost  them,  but  this  is  only  an  excuse.  Last  year  we  had  a  poor  year  for  our  schooner 
was  seized.  I  took  133  seals  and  did  not  lose  a  seal  that  I  know  of,  not  one.  I  am  sure  that  1  did 
not  badly  wound  or  cripple  many  seals  that  got  away.  I  do  not  know  of  any.  When  a  seal  sinks 
there  is  a  streak  of  blood  in  the  water  that  shows  it. 

This  year  I  got  308  seals  on  the  coast,  and  lost  3  that  I  know  of;  there  were  not  more  than 

2  or  3  that  were  wounded  that  would  die  afterwards  of  wounds.  I  have  noticed  that  a  wounded 
seal  is  like  a  deer  and  some  other  animals  ;  it  gets  better  after  being  shot,  and  often  when  you  think 
one  is  to  be  surely  got,  it  revives  and  goes  away.  If  a  seal  is  badly  wounded,  I  consider  it  as  "ood  as 
got,  for  it  either  gets  worse  or  better ;  if  the  former  we  are  sure  of  it,  if  the  latter  he  will  get  away  and 
get  well. 

3.  I  never  kept  count  of  the  proportion  of  males  and  females  taken,  but  of  the  larger  seals  there 

are  more  females  than  males,  I  think;  of  the  smaller  seals  there  are  more  males  than  females this  is 

on  the  coast — a  good  deal  depends  on  where  you  are  in  Behring  Sea ;  in  connection  with  the  sex  of 
the  seals,  my  own  experience  is  I  have  taken  more  males  than  females.  I  would  not  like  to  swear  to 
that,  but  will  swear  that  a  good  half  were  males — this  is  in  Behring  Sea. 

4.  I  have  sealed  in  the  sea — Behring  Sea— four  years.  I  have  not  sealed  on  the  Russian  side  of 
Behring  Sea.  I  have  gone  into  Behring  Sea  through  the  172nd  Pass,  and  both  outside  and  inside  saw 
seals.  I  do  not  know  whether  these  seals  were  going  to  the  Commander  Islands  or  to  the  Pribyloff 
Islands,  or  whether  they  had  come  from  either  of  those  islands. 

5.  I  have  often  seen  seals  in  schools,  especially  south  of  Cape  Flattery,  but  it  is  impossible  to  wet 
at  them  there.  I  once  saw  a  string  of  seals,  porpoises,  and  whales,  on  a  calm  day,  that  took  more  than 
two  hours  to  pass.  This  body  of  animals  was  about  60  yards  wide.  I  went  right  amon»  them,  but 
only  got  three.     In  the  same  time  I  would  have  got  more  seals  had  they  been  sleeping  or  resting. 

6.  I  have  noticed  that  seals  are  getting  wilder  all  the  time,  and  it  is  much  harder  to  oet  them 
now  than  it  was  when  I  first  went  hunting.  There  are  more  on  the  look-out,  and  when  two  or 
three  are  together  there  is  always  one  on  the  look-out,  even  when  seals  are  sleeping  they  seem  to 
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I ii  the  alert  and  start  off.     I  have  seen  twenty  seals  sleeping  and  get  none  of  them,  they  would 

not   let  me  near  them.     Cows  with  young  are  wilder  than  others ;  the  young  seals  are  more  easily 
got  at. 

7.  I  saw  on  the  coast  this  year  as  many  seals  as  I  ever  saw  before,  and  a  good  many  more  than  I 
have  seen  most  years. 

8.  The  teats  of  a  seal  are  not  easily  noticed,  and  I  don't  know  that  males  have  them,  but  even 
when  I  knew  the  seal  was  a  female  it  was  hard  to  see  the  teats  often. 

9.  I  never  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  bat  have  talked  with  men  who  have  seen  them,  and 
I  have  seen  males  and  females  playing  together,  and  have  shot  both  of  them  ;  they  are  easier  to  get 
when  a  male  and  female  are  together. 

10.  Every  year  that  we  went  into  Behring  Sea  we  got  barren  cows — by  "barren"  cows,  I  mean 
ones  that  have  no  milk  in  their  breasts  and,  of  course,  no  pup. 

11.  I  have  read  over  everything  herein  written,  and  declare  that  it  is  all  true,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  else  I  wish  taken  down. 

\ml  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JAMES  SHIELDS 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  James  Shields  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  iu  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  tliis 
21st  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea., 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the,  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  George  F.  French. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  GEORGE  F.  FRENCH,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — - 

1.  That  I  have  been  seal-hunting  three  years — one  year  out  of  San  Francisco  on  the  schooner 
"Hamilton  Lewis,"  and  two  years  out  of  Victoria — in  1891  and  1892 — on  the  "City  of  San  Diego." 
All  three  were  American  registered  vessels,  and  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

2.  In  1890  I  got  320  seals  and  lost  10  or  12.  In  1891  I  got  280.  I  kept  count  of  those  I  lost 
last  year,  and  they  number  5.  This  year,  1892,  I  got  142,  and  by  actual  count  lost  by  sinking  3. 
This  is  about  the  average  loss  by  sinking  made  by  average  hunters. 

3.  I  shoot  sleeping  seals  from  10  to  12  yards  distant.  "Travellers"  I  shoot  from  30  to  60  yards 
distant.  Most  of  the  seals  I  lost  by  sinking  were  "  traveller's."  About  70  per  cent,  of  all  the  seals  I 
got  were  sleepers. 

4.  I  have  seen  bands  or  schools  of  seals  in  January  oft  San  Francisco  Harbour.  This  was  in 
1890.  Last  year  I  saw  bands  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  seals  off  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
River  in  the  months  of  February  and  March.  The  bands  were  made  up  of  both  sexes  of  all  ages, 
•except  old  bulls  ("  wigs  "). 

5.  When  seals  are  in  bands  they  are  hard  to  get  at.  Hunters  do  a  great  deal  better  among 
•scattered  seals,  because  most  of  them  are  sleepers.  There  are  always  watchers  in  the  bands  who  soon 
wake  up  those  asleep  when  a  boat  comas  near. 

6.  Of  the  seals  I  got  on  the  coast  the  males  and  females  were  about  ecpaal  in  number;  the  farther 
north  I  got  the  larger  proportion  of  males  I  got  Of  the  females  about  25  per  cent,  would  be  with 
young,  the  remainder  barren  cows  and  young  females.  On  the  Asiatic  side  I  got  no  cows  with  pups 
in  them,  but  once  and  awhile  a  cow  in  milk.     I  have  been  over  there  two  seasons. 

7.  Last  year,  1891,  the  "  City  of  San  Diego"  left  the  Copper  Island  grounds  on  or  about  the 
28th  August,  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  over  to  (Jape  Flattery.  We  sailed  over  from  Attu  Island  iu  as 
straight  a  line  as  we  could  for  Cape  Flattery.  The  year  before  we  left  there  on  the  "  Hamilton  Lewis  " 
about  the  middle  of  August,  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  over  in  mid-ocean.  That  year  we  made  as  direct 
as  possible  for  San  Francisco. 

8.  Male  seals  are  marked  with  teats  the  same  as  cows,  but  the  teats  are  smaller,  and  do  not  grow 
•as  the  seal  grows. 

9  I  have  seen  seals  in  thousands  off  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This  was  particularly  so  in 
1890  and  1891.  Also  on  Fairweather  Grounds  and  off  Cross  Sound  I  have  seen  great  numbers  of 
seals.  This  year  there  were  more  seals  on  the  coast  than  in  the  two  previous  years.  I  don't  think 
seals  are  decreasing  in  any  numbers  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  seems  to  be  more  on  the  coast. 

10.  I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water.     I  remember  this  distinctly  on  two  occasions, 
got  both  male  and  female  both  times. 

11..  The  only  difference  I  have  noticed  in  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Pacific  is  that  the  Asiatic 
seals  are  a  shade  darker  on  the  average,  and  taking  the  average  of  a  catch  a  little  larger.  I  could  not 
tell  the  skins  of  the  two  apart  if  I  saw  them  together,  except  by  the  darker  colour.  Some  seals  are 
darker  than  others  mi  the  American  side. 

12.  Last  year,  1891,  when  the  "  City  of  San  Diego"  was  crossing  Behring  Sea  from  Amutka  Pass 
to  Copper  Island,  we  passed  small  bands  and  bunches  of  seals  travelling  rapidly  north-easterly ;  this 
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took  place  on  three  different  days.  The  last  lot  we  met  were  about  150  miles  from  the  Copper  Islands 
These  seals  Men.-  the  same  kind  of  seals  we  get  at  Copper  Island,  and  I  am  fully  satisfied  they  were 
crossing  Behring  Sea  to  the  Pribyloff  Islands.     This  was  between  the  5th  and  12th  July,  1891. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  tube  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

.(Signed)  'GEO.  F.  FRENCH. 

Subscribed  and  declared  before  me  by  the  said  George  F.  French,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, ami  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  l'rovince  of  British  Columbia  this 
20th  day  of  October,  1892. 

(Signed)  A.KTHUR    L.    BELYEA, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Oscar  Scarf. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia., 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  OSCAR  SCARF  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal-hunter,  do 
solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  have  hunted  fur-seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Behring  Sea  for  six  years  past.  I  was 
two  years  on  the  "Pioneer"  (during  one  of  which  she  was  called  the  "  Pathfinder"),  two  years  on  the 
"Viva,"  one  year  on  the  "  Carmolite,"  and  this  year,  1892,  on  the  "  Agnes  Macdouald,"  all  of  which 
vessels  sailed  from  the  port  of  Victoria. 

2.  In  1887,  the  first  year  I  was  out,  I  got  348  seals,  and  lost  at  the  most  10.  In  1888  I  got 
683  seals,  and  lost  by  sinking  6.  I  am  sure  of  this,  because  I  kept  an  accurate  count  of  all  I  lost. 
The  next  year,  1889,  I  got  597  seals,  and  lost  14  or  15 — more  than  I  lost  in  any  one  year  before  or 
since.  In  1890  I  got  44):!  seals,  and  lost  by  sinking  6.  Last  year,  1891,  I  got  517,  and  lost  0  or  7,  I 
am  not  quite  sure  which.  This  year  I  got  200  seals,  and  lost  by  sinking  only  2.  This  year  I  did  not 
go  into  Behring  Sea,  hence  the  small  catch. 

3.  I  generally  get  the  seals  I  wound,  and  if  a  seal  is  wounded  lightly,  he  gets  safely  away;  if 
badly  wounded,  I  always  get  it.  Very  few,  if  any,  wounded  seals  that  escape  afterwards  die.  I 
believe  this  because  a  dead  seal  is  rarely  discovered.  I  have  very  seldom  found  dead  seals  Moating  ;  I 
only  remember  three  or  four  in  my  experience. 

4.  Many  hunters  use  shot-guns  only.  I  use  the  rifle  a  great  deal.  I  shoot  sleepers  with  the  gun 
at  10  to  20  yards  range,  ami  travelling  seals  with  the  rifle  at  as  long  range  as  100  yards.  The  seals 
I  have  lost  are  lost  principally  in  this  way. 

5.  I  saw  more  seals  off  Cross  Sound  this  year  than  I  ever  saw  anywhere  on  the  coast  before,  and 
altogether  this  year  I  saw  many  more  seals  than  ever  before  in  my  six  years' experience.  This  has  been 
the  experience  of  many  other  hunters  as  well  as  myself. 

6.  I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  all  along  the  coast,  but  it  is  hard  to  get  many  when  they  travel 
that  way.  I  have  found  males  travelling  together  and  females  together,  but  where  the  females  are  the 
males  are  not  far  off.     I  have  seen  grey  pups  mixed  with  other  seals  in  the  schools. 

7.  The  seals  eat  all  kinds  of  fish,  squid  principally.  I  have  often  killed  seals  with  nothing  in 
their  stomachs. 

8.  I  have  hunted  five  years  in  Behring  Sea,  and  got  the  sexes  in  about  equal  numbers,  and  it  has 
been  the  same  on  the  coast.  I  have  never  got  any  young  seals,  and  it  has  always  puzzled  me  where 
the  young  females  were.     Every  year  I  got  Darren  cows. 

9.  On  the  return  from  Behring  Sea  every  year  I  have  been  there  I  have  seen  seals  in  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean  hundreds  of  miles  from  land.  I  have  often  heard  that  seals  haul  out  on  the  Scott 
Islands,  but  I  have  never  been  there  myself. 

10.  It  is  difficult  to  see  the  teats  of  the  female  seal,  and  I  have  never  noticed  teats  on  the  male 
seal. 

11.  I  have  often  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  have  killed  both  the  seals  when  they  were 
doing  this.     It  is  very  easy  to  get  them  when  they  are  doing  this. 

12.  I  have  seen  Indians  hunting.     They  use  both  guns  and  spears. 

13.  I  have  killed  as  many  as  sixty-two  seals  in  one  day  without  losing  any  of  them.  A  great 
many  seals  are  shot  in  the  body  when  "  breaching,"  and  hunters  are  sure  to  get  them  when  struck  this 
way.     Pregnant  females  arc  much  more  watchful  and  alert  than  other  seals. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  OSCAR  SCARF. 

Subscribed  and  declared  before  me  by  the  said  Oscar  Scarf,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  20th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  fur  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 

LH8]  T 
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Declaration  of  Frederick  W.  Strong. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I.  FEE]  >ERICK  W.  STRONG,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Thai  1  have  been  seal-hunting  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  four  years,  three  of  which  1  was  in 
Behring  Sea.  In  1 888  1  was  mi  the  United  States'  schooner  "  Mollie  Adams ;"  in  1.889  on  the  United 
States' schooner  "Edward  E.  Webster;"  in  1891  on  the  British  steamer  " Thistle ;"  and  in  1892  on  the 
British  schooner  "  Maud  S." 

3.  In  1888  I  got  nearly  300  seals,  and  do  not  think  I  lost  any.  In  1889  I  got  307  seals.  1  do 
not  remember  losing  any  that  year  by  sinking.  In  1891  1  got  59  and  lost  one.  The  "Thistle''  was 
.out  that  year  a  little  over  two  months.     !n  Isol'  I  got  l.n*,4  seals  and  losl  one. 

4.  All. mt  two-thirds  of  the  seals  1  got  each  year  <>u  the  const  were  females,  about  one-half 
of  which  were  with  pup.  In  Behring  Sea  I  got  about  half  females  more  with  pap,  but  some 
in  milk. 

5.  I  have  been  one  year,  1892,  on  the  Asiatic  side.  I  got  04  seals  there,  about  one-half 
females  ;  now  anil  then  one  with  pup  or  in  milk.  1  cannot  sec  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the 
two  coasts,  except  that  thev  are  not  nearly  so  wild  on  the  Asiatic  side  as  on  the  American  side. 

6.  Every  year  1  have  been  out  sealing  I  have  seen  seals  in  sel is  from  as  far  south  as  200  miles 

helow  the  Columbia  River  right  up  north  to  Sannak  Island.  This  year  on  a.  calm  day  in  May,  oft 
Cross  Sound,  I  saw  bands  of  seals  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Off  Kadiak  Island,  about  100  miles 
south,  in  May  this  year  I  saw  one  day  sixty  or  seventy  bands  of  seals,  from  50  to  100  in  each  baud.  I 
hunted  from  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  9  at  night  among  them  and  only  got  four.  Thev  were  too 
wild  to  get  near  enough  to  shoot;  seals  in  bands  are  always  so. 

7.  These  bands  of  seals  contain  both  sexes  and  all  ages  except  old  bulls.  Sometimes  I  have  got 
all  cows  or  all  bulls  from  a  small  band  of  ten  or  fifteen,  but,  very  seldom, 

8.  I  tise  only  a  shot-gun,  and  shoot  sleepers  from  10  to  2(1  yards,  ami  '•travellers''  from  25  to 
75  yards  range.     Fully  80  per  cent,  of  all  the  seals  I  got  were  sleepers. 

9.  I  do  not  think  many  seals  I  wounded  escaped  and  afterwards  died.  I  remember  only  one  or  two 
instances  of  wounding  a  seal  and  it  escaping,  and  these  were  slightly  wounded. 

10.  I  found  one  dead  seal  the  first  year  I  was  out.  I  examined  this  seal,  did  not  find  any 
wounds  upon  it,  and  believe  it  had  died  a  natural  death;  it  had  been  dead  some  time;  it  was  a 
female. 

II.  I  once  saw  a  male  and  female  cohabiting  in  Behring  Sea.  I  got  both  of  them,  the  cow  first; 
the  bull  stayed  around  and  I  got  him  too. 

12.  This  year  the  "  Maud  S."  left  the  Commander  Island  grounds  the  10th  September,  took  water 
at  Amchitka  Island,  and  sailed  direct  for  Victoria.  We  saw  soattered  scab  every  day  all  the  way  over, 
mostly  2-year  and  3-year-old  bulls,  but  some  full  grown  males  ami  females. 

13.  I  saw  more  seals  all  along  the  coast  this  year  than  ever  before,  but  they  are  a  lot  wilder  and 
hard  to  get.  The  first  year  I  was  out  our  vessel  e,,t  700  in  two  mouths,  and  I  did  not  see  nearly  as 
many  as  this  year,  but  they  were  tamer  and  easily  got  at. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  FEED.  W.  STRONG. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Frederick  W.  Strong  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly 
commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  21st  day  of  <  »ctober,  a.i>.  1892. 

(Signed;  Aethue  L.  P.ei.yf.a, 

A  ^Notary  PvMic  in  ami  for  the  Province  of 
British  i  '"I a uibi'i . 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Andrew  Mathison. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  ANDREW  MATHISON,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  I  have  been  a  fur-seal  hunter  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Behring  Sea  for  seven  years.  In 
1886  and  'ss7  I  was  on  the  schooner  "  Pathfinder ;"  in  1888  and  1889  on  the  "  Annie  C.  Moore  ;'"  in 
1890  on  the  "  Triumph  ;"  in  1891  on  the  "  .May  Belle  ;"  and  in  1892  on  the  "  Sea  Lion." 

2.  I  have  always  used  a  shot-gun ;  never  a  idle.  I  shoot  sleepers  at  from  10  to  20  yards  range, 
and  "  travellers "  at  from  20  to  40  yards. 

3.  ]  don't  remember  tic  exact  number  of  seals  I  got  the  first  two  years  I  was  out,  nor  the  number 
I  lost  by  sinking.  In  1800  I  got  lnl  seals,  and  did  not  lose  more  than  half-a-dozen.  In  1891 
I    <ro<    371,    and    lost   about    IT.     I   think   that    was    the  exact  number.     In   1892  I  got  341,  and 

;j;ink  8  or  9. 

4.  That  more   than  half  the  seals   I  got  on  the  coast  in  each  year  were  females.     Most  of  these 
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were  young  Females  and  barren  rows.  About  one  quarter  of  the  females  would  lie  with  pup  on  the 
coast,  but  in  Behring  Sea  I  got  no  cows  in  pup.  Some  of  the  females  there  early  in  the  season  would 
be  ill  milk,  but  not  Very  many. 

5.  I  have  been  sealing  as  far  south  as  Point  Arena,  north  of  San  Francisco.  I  have  seen  big 
schools  of  seals  south  (if  ( 'ape  flattery  in  the  nioni  lis  of  January,  February, and  March.    These  schools 

Were  of  all  kinds  of  seals,  both  sexes,  young  and  old. 

(i.  Seals  in  schools  are  hard  to  get;  very  hard;  they  are  wild,  always  more  or  less  of  them  awake 
and  watching.  Hunters  cannot  get  near  enough  to  shoot  them.  The  best  sealing-grounds  are  where 
the  seals  aie  scattered  and  asleep.  More  than  three-(|uarters  of  the  seals  I  have  got  were  sleepers.  I 
never  lost  many  sleepers  by  sinking.      My  losses  were  from  the  "  travellers." 

7.  That  I  saw  lots  of  seals  on  the  coast  this  year,  especially  early  in  the  season,  when  seals  were 
more  numerous  than  I  ever  saw  them  before.  1  saw  more  seals  off  Gape  Flattery  this  year  than 
anywhere  else,  and  more  there  than  ever  before. 

8.  Very  few  wounded  seals  die.  If  badly  wounded  1  always  get  them  ;  if  lightly  wounded  they 
eseape  and  easily  get  well.  I  have  gut  seals  with  old  shot  wounds  on  them  perfectly  healed.  In  the 
seven  years  I  have  been  out  I  have  found  only  two  dead  seals;  neither  were  very  long  dead  ;  the  skins 
were  sound. 

9.  The  seals  on  the  southern  coast  feed  principally  on  salmon  ;  up  north  on  salmon  and  squid. 

10.  I  got  141:  seals  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds  this  year.  The  only  dilference  between  those 
seals  and  the  seals  on  this  side,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  is  that  they  are  tamer. 

11.  The  "  Sea  Lion"  left  the  Copper  Island  grounds  on  the  13th  September  for  Victoria.  I  saw 
seals  scattered  all  the  way  over,  and  quite  a  number  off  <  ape  Flattery. 

12.  That  to  my  knowledge  seals  have  not  decreased  iir  numbers  during  the  six  years  I  have  been 
sealing. 

13.  Male  seals  have  teats,  but  smaller  than  the  females,  and  except  in  the  skins  of  old  seals  the 
skins  cannot  be  distinguished  by  teats. 

14.  Cow  seals  with  pup  are  very  uneasy,  easily  disturbed,  and  hard  to  get,  and  this  is  more  so  as 
the  season  gets  later.     The  females  are  then  travelling  nearly  all  the  time. 

15.  That  I  have  never  seen  old  bulls  or  "wigs"  farther  north  than  off  Queen  Charlotte 
Islands. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Sigued)  AXDLIAV  MATHISON. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Andrew  Mathison  before  me,  a  Not  try  Public  duly 
commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia 
this  21st  day  of  October,  A.D.  1R92. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  fen?  flic  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  William.  Shields. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  WILLIAM  SHIELDS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  for  the  last  seven  years  I  have  gained  my  livelihood  as  a  seal-hunter. 

2.  I  went  out  first  in  the  "  Pathfinder,"  was  in  her  in  1886  and  1  887  ;  in  1888  I  was  in  the  "  Viva, 
and  in  1889,  as  well  as  in  1890,  I  was  in  the  "E.  B.  Marvin,"  and  was  in  that  vessel  last  year  and  ih 
year. 

3.  During  the  last  four  years  I  have  kept  a  daily  record  of  the  number  of  seals  I  secured  eacl 
day,  and  the  number  that  I  killed  and  knew  sank.     These  are  the  figures  as  given  in  my  diary  : — 

In  1889  I  got  641  seals,  and  32  I  killed  sank. 

In  1890  I  secured  475,  and  lost  21. 

In  1891  I  got  181,  and  lost  4  (this  was  on  the  coast;  our  vessel  was  warned). 

In  1892  I  got  408  skins,  and  lost  19. 

No  good  hunter  ought  to  lose  more  than  I  have  done  this  year.  I  consider  that  I  had  very  bad 
luck  indeed.  If  a  seal  is  wounded  I  chase  him,  of  course,  for  as  long  a  time  as  possible,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  number  of  seals  that  are  badly  enough  wounded  to  die  is  very  small  indeed.  I  know  that  if 
they  are  not  badly  enough  wounded  to  be  got  they  will  very  likely  live. 

4.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  about  15  yards  from  it,  and  at  a  travelling  seal  when  not  more 
than  60  yards  away,  that  is,  with  a  shot-gun.  Nearly  every  one  prefers  a  shot-gun  to  a  rifle,  but  a  good 
shot  will  do  as  well  with  a  rifle.  I  myself  would  trust  as  much  to  a  rifle  as  a  shot-gun,  because  when 
a  bullet  hits  a  seal  it  is  sure  to  kill  it,  and  we  seldom  fail  to  get  the  seal. 

5.  I  have  found  the  seals  in  larger  schools  both  south  of  Cape  Flattery  (off  the  Columbia  River) 
and  north  on  the  Fairweather  Grounds.  I  have  seen  forty  or  fifty  together  off  the  Columbia  Piver 
Seals  are  a  gcod  deal  harder  to  get  when  they  are  in  schools  than  when  they  are  alone. 
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6.  Before  this  year  T  found  males  and  females,  including  grey  pups,  travelling  together,  but  this 
year  I  (bund  I  mils  in  schools  by  themselves;  I  have  seen  tili\  at  one  time,  all  of  which  I  considered  to 
bebulls.  I  have  hunted  in  Behring  Sea  five  years.  Onthecoasl  [have  killed,  I  think,  a  few  more  females 
than  males,  and  in  Behring  Sea  it  was  about  the  same.  This  year  1  got  mure  males  than  females — ■ 
about  two-thirds  were  males — and  this  was  the  experience  of  all  the  hunters  on  the  vessel  1 
was  on. 

7.  There  is  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  Russian  and  the  American  side  of  Behring 
Sea,  unless  it  is  that  those  <  u  the  Russian  side  are  a  little  darker  in  colour. 

8.  Three  seasons  ago  1  caught  seals  off  Kadiak  [sland  with  milk  in  their  breasts,  but  with  no  pups 
in  their  wombs.  I  thought  at  the  time  that  there  must  lie  a  rookery  ashore  somewhere,  and  spoke  of 
it  at  the  time.     1  took  two  one  day  that  were  tin ;  way  ;  this  was  about  the  last  of  June. 

9.  This  \ear  1  saw  seals  all  the  way  across  to  the  Commander  Islands;  not  many,  but  always  a 
few.  We  went  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  ;  of  course,  I  could  nut  tell  whether  the  seals  that  I  saw 
were  those  breeding  on  the  Russian  islands  until  I  got  within  100  miles  of  Copper  Island  ;  the  others 
may  have  belonged  to  either  the  Pribyloff  or  the  Commander  Islands.  I  suppose  that  those  I  saw 
came  from  or  were  going  to  the  nearest  island. 

10.  On  the  passage  home  from  Petropavlovsky,  and  when  about  800  miles  from  Cape  Flattery,  I 
saw  seals  at  sea.  I  don't  know  if  they  were  seals  from  the  Commander  or  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  Two 
different  years,  when  coming  home  from  Behring  Sea,  we  have  taken  seals  500  miles  or  so  from  Flattery, 
and  every  year  we  see  some. 

11.  Three  different  years  I  went  into  Behring  Sea  through  the  172nd  Pass,  and  each  year  saw 
mtside  of  the  Pass  a  great  many  seals.  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  going  to  the  Pribyloff  Islands 
ir  the  Commander  Islands. 

12.  1  never  looked  to  see  whether  male  seals  have  teats,  but  have  heard  they  have.  I  worked  five 
years  as  a  butcher  before  I  went  sealing,  and  know  that  steers  and  bulls  have  teats,  and  male  sheep 
also. 

13.  I  have  seen  more  seals  during  the  past  season  on  the  British  Columbian  and  Alaskan  coasts 
than  I  ever  saw  before  except  four  seasons  ago  on  the  "Viva"  when  to  the  southward  of  Cape 
Flattery. 

14.  I  would  not  swear  that  I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  but  I  know  hunters  who 
have,  and  I  myself  have  ^cen  the  males  and  females  together  in  the  water,  and  have  often  killed  both 
of  them.  They  would  be  caressing  one  another  just  as  people  kiss  one  another.  At  such  times  it  is 
very  easy  to  get  near' them,  and  I  generally  get  both  of  them.  I  shoot  at  the  female  first  liecau.se  the 
male  will  not  then  go  away.  I  have  taken  the  cow  into  the  boat  and  the  male  woule*  stay  with 
the  boat,  coming  up  repeatedly  alongside. 

We  do  uot  shoot  at  old  bulls  often  ;  the  skins  are  worth  very  little,  and  the  owners  tell  us  not  to 
shoot  them.     When  two  ordinary- seals  are  together  it  is  not  easy  to  get  both. 

lf>.  I  also  declare  that  I  have  read  over  the  statements  written  down  above,  and  that  they  are  all 
true,  and  that  I  have  received  no  consideration,  for.  the  evidence  I  have  given,  and  that  there  has  been 
nothing  omitted  from  the  declaration  that  I  wished  put  in. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WM.  SHIELDS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  Shields  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  this 
24th  day  of  October,  1892. 

(Signed)         t    Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Publican  and  for  the  Province  of 
Brit ish  Coin rnhia. 
•(Seal.) 


Declaration  by  Charles  Albert  Williams. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CHARLES  ALBERT  WILLIAMS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  'the  Province  >of  British 
Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  have  been  sealing  five  years.  I  was  hunter  for  a  short  time  the  first  year,  and  have  been 
a  hunter  every  year  since.  In  1888  I  was  on  the  "Penelope."  I  got  38  seals.  I  did  not  sink 
any  of  them,  lint  may  have  wounded  2  or  3.  In  1889  I  was  on  the  "Walter  L.  Rich,"  an 
United  States' vessel.  We  did  not  go  into  Behring  Sea.  I  got  248  seals  in  three  months,. and  by 
sinking  lost  10.  In  1890  I  was  on  the  "Penelope"  again,  securing  282  skins,  and  lost  by  sinking 
7  seals.  Last  year  I  was  on  the  "Viva,"  and  got  382  skins,  and  lost  three  on  the  const  and  ten  on 
the  Russian  side,  where  I  went  later  on.  This  year  I  was  on  the  "Agnes  Macdonald."  I  got  150 
skins  (we  started  very  late),  and  by  sinking  lost  five  seals.  A  good  hunter  ought  not  to  lose  more 
than  1  do,  but  1  have  often  heard  hunters  say  they  had  killed  a  seal  that  sank  when  I  hail  seen  the 
shot  strike  beyond  it  and  the  seal  dive.  You  can  always  tell  by  the  blood  in  the  water  whether  you 
have  really  wounded  a  seal. 

2.  I  shoot  at  a  seal  from  6  to  55  yards  from  it. 
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3.  We  every  year  see  seals  iu  schools.  I  saw  as  many  as  150  this  year  together.  They  are 
Very  wild  aiid  hard  to  get  at  when  tliey  are  in  schools. 

4.  Both  years  when  going  to  the  Copper  Islands  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  across  along  the 
Aleutian  Islands,  and  this  year  I  saw  seals  iu  mid-ocean  on  the  course  home.  I  have  seen  them  every 
year  this  way. 

5.  We  started  late  this  year,  but  when  we  got  to  the  sealing  grounds  we  found  the  seals  as 
plentiful  as  I  ever  saw  them  before,  and  all  the  schooners  we  saw  said  the  seals  were  more  plentiful 
than  ever  before. 

6.  This  year  the  sexes  were  about  equally  divided,  but  last  year  and  the  year  I  was  on  the 
"Walter  L.  Rich"  they  were  nearly  all  bulls.  On  the  Copper  Island  grounds  I  found  the  seals  about 
equally  divided,  too,  as  regards  sex. 

7.  I  have  noticed  that  male  seals  have  teats ;  they  are  about  the  same  size  as  on  a  young 
female. 

8.  I  have  seen  a  male  and  female  together  in  the  kelp  often,  as  I  thought  cohabiting,  but  I  am  not 
sure  of  it.  I  have  killed  both ;  if  the  female  is  killed  first,  the  male  will  stay  about,  and  is 
easily  shot. 

9.  All  seals  are  wilder  now  on  the  coast  than  they  were  formerly,  and  the  cows  in  pup  are  wilder 
than  the  others. 

10.  If  the  seals  are  well  protected  on  the  islands,  there  is  no  danger  of  their  dying  out,  for  we 
don't  get  more  than  one  out  of  fifty  we  see — they  are  so  wild. 

11.  I  have  noticed  that  in  clear,  calm  weather  seals  are  wilder  than  at  other  times,  and  are  wilder 
where  there  are  many  schooners  about  than  when  there  are  a  few. 

12.  If  a  seal  smells  a  boat  to  windward  there  is  little  chance  of  getting  him — not  one  chance 
in  ten. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  in  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHAELES  A.  WILLIAMS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  A.  Williams  before  me,  a  Xotary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  24th  day  of  October,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Colin  Locke. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

T,  COLIN"  LOCKE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  province  of  British  Columbia,  seal-hunter,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  engaged  in  sailing-vessels  for  fifteen  ye:.rs,  and  was  engaged  in  seal-hunting 
during  the  season  of  1892. 

2.  That  although  I  reside  at  the  said  city  of  Victoria  at  the  present  time,  I  owe  my  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  of  America. 

3.  That  during  the  season  of  1892  I  secured  sixty-seven  seal-skins,  and  only  lost  five  during  the 
same  period. 

4.  That  I  lost  the  said  five  seals  by  my  own  inexperience,  as  it  was  during  the  first  part  of  the 
season,  and  I  had  no  experience  at  that  time. 

5.  I  went  up  the  coast  on  the  schooner  "  Libbie,"  and  at  Kadiak  I  transferred  to  the  "  Annie  C. 
Moore,"  and  went  to  the  Asiatic  side. 

6.  I  was  both  sealing- master  [?  sailing-master]  and  hunter. 

7.  Good  seal-hunters  do  not  lose  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  seals  killed  by  them. 

8.  Very  few  seals  are  badly  wounded  that  afterwards  die  and  are  lost. 

9.  In  another  way,  besides  my  own  experience  I  know  if  a  seal  is  wounded  and  dies,  it  will 
always  float  until  it  rots  and  sinks. 

10.  When  a  seal  is  killed  instantaneous  it  will  sometimes  sink. 

11.  I  went  up  the  coast  this  year  in  the  track  of  the  seals  and  saw  but  one  dead  one. 

12.  The  hunters  remarked  at  the  time  of  this  occurrence  that  it  was  a  very  rare  thing  to  see  a 
dead  seal  similar  to  this. 

13.  If  a  seal  is  badly  struck  it  will  certainly  be  secured. 

14.  It  is  a  poor  hunter's  excuse'  when  he  says  he  killed  a  great  many  seals  that  he  did  not  get. 

15.  On  the  way  home  this  season  we  saw  seals  about  21u  miles  south-east  of  the  172nd  Pass. 

16.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  came  from  the  Commander  or  Pribyloff  Islands,  but  as  I  had 
heard  from  more  than  one  person  that  there  was  a  rookery  in  the  Aleutian  Islands,  I  thought  they 
might  have  been  from  there. 

17.  The  skins  taken  on  the  Asiatic  side  seemed  to  be  of  better  quality,  but  there  is  not  any 
difference  in  the  animals  themselves. 

18.  The  hunters  stated  that  there  were  as  many  seals  this  year  as  on  previous  years,  if  not 
more. 

[118]  U 
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19.  I  never  noticed  whether  male  seals  had  teats  nr  not. 

20.  <  >ur  i  oasl  catch  was  about  equally  divided  ;:s  to  sex,  and  the  catch  on  the  other  side  was  also 
about  equ  illy  divided. 

21.  I  killed  more  bulls  than  cows  on  the  coast,  and  I  got  a  few  more  cows  on  the  other  side  than 
1  did  bulls. 

22.  Skins  of  old  bulls  are  not  worth  much,  and  not  many  are  killed. 

23.  It'  the  seals  are  protected  on  the  islands,  I  do  not  see  how  killing  them  at  sea  can  lessen  the 
numbers,  as  there  will  be  more  born  each  year  than  are  killed. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  COLIN  LOCKE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Colin  Locke  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
a:;d  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  24th  day 
.of  October,  a.u  1892. 

(Signed)  Aethur  L.  Belyka, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  /lie  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Emit  Bamlose. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  EMIL  TiAMLOSE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows  : — 

I  have  been  seven  seasons  sealing — one  year  as  boat-puller,  one  year  as  boat-steerer,  and  five  years 
as  a  hunter. 

■2.  In  1888  I  was  on  the  "  Annie  C.  Moore  "  as  hunter,  and  got  130  seals,  and  kept  no  count  of  the 
seals  lost  by  sinking.  I  was  on  the  same  vessel  the  next  year,  and  took  366  skins,  and  lost  not  more 
than  twenty  by  sinking,  but  did  not  keep  count  of  them.  In  1890  I  was  on  the  "  Triumph,"  and  got 
207  skins.  Last  year  I  was  on  the  "  May  Belle,"  and  got  246  skins,  losing  about  12  by  sinking.  1  did 
not  keep  count  in  1890.  This  year  I  did  count  them  that  were  killed  and  sank  before  I  could  get 
them.  I  was  on  the  "  Walter  A.  Earle,"  and  secured  415  skins,  and  lost  7  only;  2  of  these  were 
shot  from  the  vessel,  and  I  could  not  get  the  boat  lowered  in  time  to  get  them. 

3.  Very  few  escape  badly  wounded,  as  when  wounded  we  chase  them  hard,  and  if  they  are  at  all 
badly  hurt  are  sure  of  getting  them. 

4.  I  have  found  seals  in  schools  all  the  way  from  Cape  Flattery  and  below  it  north  to  the  Fair- 
weather  Grounds.  Seals  in  schools  are  very  difficult  to  get  at  even  when  there  are  as  few  as  three 
together,  for  one  or  more  is  always  awake,  and  gives  warning  to  the  others. 

5.  Males  and  females  travel  together.  This  applies  to  all  ages  and  sizes,  but  I  have  never  seen  as 
many  yearlings  with  them  as  I  expected.     I  don't  know  where  the  yearlings  go. 

6.  Before  this  year  I  killed  more  females  than  males,  but  this  year  took  more  males  in  propor- 
tion than  ever  before.  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  coast.  In  Behring  Sea  I  used  to  get  more  cows  than 
bulls. 

7.  This  year  I  went  over  to  the  Russian  side,  and  on  the  way  home  our  vessel  went  in  to  Adkah 
Island  to  water.  Seals  were  seen  between  Kanaga  Island  and  that  island.  "We  were  about  10  miles 
from  land  then. 

8.  Other  years  I  have  seen  seals — large  seals — in  July  outside  of  the  172nd  Pass,  and  in  August 
between  Unimak  Pass  and  the  Sannak  (?)  Islands. 

9.  Both  along  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  1  have  seen  barren  cows,  good  full-grown  cows,  such 
as  those  we  took  with  milk  in  their  breasts. 

10.  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  ever  before  on  the  coast.  The  most  I  ever  got  before  on  the 
coast  was  between  150  and  16(1,  and  this  year  on  the  coast  1  got  .°>25  seals. 

II.  I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  or  attempting  to  do  so.  Once  I  saw  two  seals  in 
the  water,  one  lying  very  quiet,  as  if  dead,  while  the  other  was  smelling  around  her.  I  kept  getting 
nearer  and  nearer  to  them,  and  the  larger  seal,  which  was  a  good  fair-sized  bull,  although  he  would 
look  at  me,  made  no  attempt  to  go  away,  but  kept  fooling  about  the  cow.  I  was  afraid  he  would  dive 
and  get  away,  so  when  about  30  yards  from  him  I  tired.  He  was  struck  and  breached,  and  I  saw  quite 
plainly  his  penis  sticking  out.  I  would  have  killed  him,  but  he  was  such  a  large  seal  that  the  shot  at 
that  distance  did  not  have  much  effect.  The  other  seal,  which  was  a  cow,  no  doubt,  then  dived  and  got 
away.     The  boat-steerer  saw  this  too. 

12.  I  was  boat-puller  on  the  "Teresa"  in  1886,  and  one  day  saw  a  hunter  bring  on  board  a  bull 
with  his  penis  out.  He  said  he  was  with  a  cow  when  he  shot  him,  and  that  the  shot  had  killed  him 
instantly. 

13.  I  have  seen  Indians  hunting;  they  use  guns  and  spears.  They  use  guns  now  more  than 
formerly,  for  the  seals  are  getting  wilder,  and  they  cannol  get  at  them  with  a  spear. 

14.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  this  side  of  Behring  Sea  and  on  the 
other  side,  unless  it  is  that  on  the  Kussian  side  tba  seals  are  lighter  in  colour. 

15.  I  have  got  seals  with  rock  in  their  mouths,  which  they  must  have  got  from  the  bottom. 
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1 6.  Seals  change  their  feeding-grounds,  and  where  a  good  many  are  got  one  year,  few  will  be  seen 
tlir  next. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  EMIL  RAMLOSE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Ernil  Ramlose  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  24th  day 
of  October,  a.h.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyka, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Ernest  Lorenz. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  ERNEST  LOEENZ,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  a  subject  of  the  Empire  of  Germany,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  sealing  three  years — two  years  as  master  and  one  year  as  mate. 

2.  In  1890  I  was  mate  of  the  '-Juanita,"  in  1891  master  of  the  same  vessel  (then  called  the 
"  Mascotte  "),  and  in  1892  master  of  the  "  Teresa." 

3.  I  did  no  sealing  myself,  except  now  and  then  to  go  out  with  the  hunters,  when  I  shot  a  few. 

4.  This  year  I  think  there  were  more  seals  on  the  coast — that  is,  between  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  River  and  tlnimak  Pass — than  in  the  two  previous  years.  This  year  I  saw  thousands  of  seals 
off  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  just  north  of  Dixon  Entrance,  and  also  just  off  where  Pamplona  Rock  is 
supposed  to  be. 

5.  In  1890  and  1891  I  was  in  Behring  Sea.  In  one  day  in  1890,  when  in  latitude  55°  6'  north 
and  169°  1'  west — the  exact  day,  I  see  by  my  book  was  the  11th  August — my  hunters  (Indians)  got 
130  seals,  of  which  about  100  were  males — small  bulls.  The  following  year  I  think  I  took  more 
females  than  males  in  Behring  Sea,  though  I  did  not  keep  a  count. 

6.  In  all  years  I  have  seen  on  every  part  of  the  coast  seals  in  bunches  or  schools.  Generally  they 
are  hard  to  get  at  when  found  this  way,  because  some  of  the  school  are  always  awake.  Many  times  I 
have  seen  then)  in  a  hunch,  hut  one  of  the  three  was  always  awake  and  watching,  the  larger  the  numher 
in  the  bunch  the  more  awake  and  watching.  Yearlings  and  2-year-olds  travel  mostly  by  themselves, 
older  male-;  and  females  together. 

7.  Last  year  I  saw  seals  in  Barclay  Sound.  The  seals  go  where  food  is  to  be  found,  and  in 
different  numbers  in  different  years  ;  last  year  a  large  number  of  seals  were  taken  at  Barclay  Sound, 
this  year  1  went  there  for  seals  hut  gut  very  few. 

8.  I  was  mi  the  Asiatic  side  this  year  ;  the  seals  do  not  seem  so  wild  on  that  side  as  on  the 
American.  When  I  first  went  over  the  seals  were  very  tame — came  right  around  the  schooner  and 
boats,  hut  got  wilder  later  on. 

9.  On  the,  way  over  I  saw  seals  from  80  to  100  miles  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  about  the 
ISOth  meridian;  also  off  the  172nd  Pass.  I  dou't  know  whether  they  were  going  to  the  Pribyloff  or 
Commander  Islands. 

10.  In  1890,  on  the  way  home,  I  saw  seals  at  least  300  miles  westward  of  Cape  Cook,  and  got  a 
few  of  them.     This  was  about  the  middle  of  September. 

11.  I  don't  see  any  difference  between  seals  on  the  American  and  Asiatic  side,  and  don't  think 
anybody  can  ;  they  seem  alike  in  all  respects. 

12.  In  my  experience  seals  are  not  decreasing  on  the  coast  or  in  Behring  Sea,  so  far  as  I 
know. 

13.  I  have  not  noticed  that  males  have  teats,  excepting  "wigs."  Male  and  female  skins  of  the 
same  size  cannot  be  distinguished  one  from  the  other. 

I  have  never  seen  seals  cohabiting,  but  have  heard  others  say  they  have  seen  them  doing  so  in  the 
water. 

14.  I  have  had  Indian  hunters ;  they  used  both  spears  and  guns;  as  they  get  used  to  guns  they 
prefer  them.  When  Indian  hunters  approach  two  seals  close  together,  they  generally  attempt  to  get 
both — one  by  spearing,  the  other  by  shooting. 

15.  Last  year  I  got  female  seals  in  milk  off  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  in  July.  That  makes  me 
think  there  is  a  rookery  there.  This  year  I  saw  old  bulls  (''wigs  ")  of  Coronation  Island,  and  there 
may  he  a  rookery  there. 

16.  I  know  from  my  own  experience  that  seals  remain  off  the  coasts  of  Vancouver  Island  all  the 
year  round,  as  well  as  off  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  and  Southern  Alaska.  Captain  Ferry,  of  the 
"  W.  P.  Sayward,  in  1891  told  me  he  got  about  forty  seals  400  miles  westward  of  Queen  Charlotte 
Islands  in  September  1891. 

17.  I  have,  nothing  else  to  say  except  that  I  think  the  killing  of  seals  on  thedslands  is  more 
destructive  than  the  killing  on  the  coast. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ERNEST  LORENZ. 
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Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Ernest  Lor'enz  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
24th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  /he  Province  of 
British  Columbia,. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Tlicodore  Magnesen. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  THEODORE  MAGNESEN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  make 
oath  and  say  : — ■ 

That  I  have  been  sailing  from  this  port  four  years — as  navigator  one  year,  and  three  years  as 
master  of  sealing-schooners.     I  never  hunt  myself. 

This  year,  when  off  Sitka,  on  the  "  Walter  A.  Earle,"  my  vessel  was  boarded  by  a  Lieutenant 
from  the  United  States'  revenue-cutter  "  Corwin,"  who  asked  me  to  come  on  board  that  vessel  in  bis 
boat.  I  said  that  I  did  not  like  to  leave  my  vessel,  but  would  answer  the  questions  he  would  ask  me. 
He  then  asked  me  some  questions.  The  principal  question  was  about  the  number  of  seals  that  sank. 
I  told  him  between  4  and  5  per  cent.,  and  I  believe  he  took  down  5  per  cent.  I  know  then'  is  not 
more  than  this,  for  several  of  my  hunters  keep  count  of  tin'  seals  they  lose  by  sinking.  He  asked  me 
how  I  had  found  the  seals  as  regards  numbers.  I  told  him  I  had  seen  as  many  as  other  years,  and 
when  he  asked  whether  I  had  taken  more  males  than  females,  I  told  him  more  males.  I  think  he  took 
that  down.  He  asked  me  how  it  was  that  they  had  taken  so  few  seals  on  the  "  Corwin,"  and  told  me 
that  they  had  so  far  only  got  one  young  one.  This  was  about  the  loth  April,  I  think.  He  said  they 
could  not  get  seals,  ami  hi-  did  not  know  what  was  the  matter.  I  don't  think  there  was  anything  more 
said.  Just  then  a  seal  was  taken  near  the  ship,  and  he  got  the  carcase.  It  was  a  male,  and  I  then 
told  him  that  we  were  getting  mostly  males.  He  did  not  ask  me  to  allow  my  hunters  to  be  examined. 
Had  he  done  so,  I  would  willingly  have  allowed  them  to  be  examined.  He  didn't  ask  me  to  sign  a 
paper  ;  he  just  took  down  what  I  said. 

In  1889  I  was  navigator  on  the  "  Minnie"  when  she  was  seized  by  the  "Push."  In  1890  I  was 
master  of  the  schooner  "Sea  Lion,"  and  in  1891  and  1892  was  master  of  the  Walter  A.  Earle."  I  was 
every  year  in  Behring  Sea  until  tins  year,  and  this  year  was  on  the  Copper  Island  side.  I  think  in 
Behring  Sea  we  get  more  females  than  males,  and  on  the  Russian  side  the  sexes  were  about  equally 
mixed.  As  I  came  home  I  saw  quite  a  large  number  of  seals  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  in 
September.  This  was  a  little  to  the  westward  of  the  172nd  meridian,  and  from  20  to  50  miles  from 
the  islands.  I  did  not  notice,  and  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  difference  between  the  seals,  unless 
it  is  that  they  are  darker  in  colour  on  the  Russian  side. 

If  the  seals  were  protected  on  the  islands  and  in  Behring  Sea,  there  would  be  no  danger  of  exter- 
minating them. 

I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  have  heard  my  hunters  say  that  whenever  there  is 
a  large  body  of  seals  with  the  sexes  mixed  this  will  be  seen. 

I  never  had  difficulty  in  locating  my  position  within  a  few  miles  when  in  Behring  Sea,  no  matter 
how  thick  the  fog  was. 

I  would  like  to  say  again  that  more  male  seals  were  got  on  the  coast  than  usual  this  year,  because 
the  females  are  getting  wilder  and  harder  to  get,  besi  k^ep  travelling.     The  last  three  years  I 

had  over  1,000  skins  for  my  coast  catch  each  year,  and  two-thirds  of  them  were  males.     Off  Mouu 
Edgecumbe  I  struck  in  with  a  large  body  of  seals  on  the  last  day  of  March. 

I  have  read  the  above  statements  carefully  over,  and  swear  that  they  are  all  true,  and  that  no 
consideration  was  given  me  for  havim;  made  them. 

(Signed)  THEO.  MAGNESEN. 

Sworn  to  before  me  at  Victoria  this  5th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  Thomas  Shotbolt,  J.  P. 

(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Wentworlh  E.  Baker. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  WEXTWORTH  E.  BAKER,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do 
solemnly  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  I  have  been  five  seasons  sealing  as  a  master  each  year ;  four  years  on  the  "  Viva,"  and  this 
year  I  was  on  the  "  C.  H.  Tupper."     The  first  four  years  I  hunted  from  the  stern-boat. 

2.  The  first  year  I  got  75,  and  8  sank  ;  not  more  than  5  the  second  year.  I  got  67  and  lost  very 
few  indeed.  It  is  very  rarely  that  a  seal  is  lost.  The  third  year  I  got  86,  and  did  not  lose  more 
than  4     The  next  year  I  kept  count ;  I  got  55,  and  lost  1  by  sinking.     I  am  a  fair  average  hunter 
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Talking  with  my  men  I  find  that  this  is  about  the  percentage  lost,  but  this  year  fewer  were  lost.  It  is 
a  common  excuse  of  a  hunter  who  has  had  bad  luck  during  the  day  to  say  that  seals  sank.  The 
hunters  have  three  or  four  different  kinds  of  gaffs  and  spears,  some  as  long  as  the  boat,  and  with  these 
the  seal  is  certain  to  be  got;  they  carry  one  for  each  boat.  A  seal  does  not  sink  rapidly,  and  as  the 
water  is  clear  the  seal  can  be  seeu,  and  they  can  tell  just  the  spot  it  sank  by  the  bubbles  that  rise  to 
the  surface. 

3.  I  saw  quite  as  many  seals  this  year  as  I  ever  saw  before.  Other  captains  I  have  talked  with 
found  them  this  way  too. 

4.  I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  on  the  coast,  both  north  and  south  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  when 
in  schools  they  are  more  difficult  to  get. 

5.  Cow  seals  with  young  are  getting  very  much  wilder  and  harder  to  get.  I  notice  this  in  a  lesser 
degree  in  the  males  as  well,  but  not  in  very  young  seals. 

6.  I  went  last  year  to  the  Asiatic  coast,  and  this  year  as  well. 

7.  I  have  gone  into  Behriug  Sea  through  the  172nd  Pass,  and  found  seals  about  20  miles  inside 
the  pass. 

8.  It  is  quite  easy  to  see  that  male  seals  have  teats,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  tell  a  male  from  a 
female  seal  by  the  skin. 

9.  The  only  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Behring  Sea  that  I  have  seen  is 
that  the  seals  are  darker  there  (the  Russian  side). 

10.  I  never  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  but  I  have  heard  from  my  hunters  that 
they  do  so. 

11.  Along  the  coast  in  my  catch  this  year  and  last  year  I  got  about  25  per  cent,  of  cows.  I  used 
to  get  more  than  this,  but  the  cows  are  wilder  now.  On  the  Fairweather  Grounds  this  year  the  greater 
number  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  were  bulls.  On  the  American  side  of  Behring  Sea  the  cows  school 
together  and  bulls  together,  and  the  larger  catches  are  made  among  the  bulls,  as  the  cows  are 
travelling  back  and  forward  all  the  time,  and  where  there  are  many  to-day  there  will  be  none 
to-morrow. 

12.  If  good  Charts  were  made  on  which  soundings  were  properly  laid  down,  the  nature  of  the 
bottom,  &c,  I  could,  if  the  depths  varied  sufficiently,  tell  pretty  well  where  my  vessel  was. 

13.  This  year  the  weather  during  the  sealing  season  on  the  lower  coast  was  very  bad.  If  the 
weather  hail  then  been  as  good  for  sealing  as  it  was  farther  north  later  in  the  season, my  vessel,  as  well 
as  all  the  others,  would  have  got  very  many  more  seals  on  the  coast.  The  seals  were  there  in  great 
numbers,  but  the  weather  was  too  rough  to  send  the  boats  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  W.  E.  BAKEPv. 

Signed  and  declared  by  the  said  Wentworth  E.  Baker  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly 
commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  24th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea., 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Isaac  O'Quinn. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 
I,  ISAAC  O'QUINN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  fur-seal  hunting  two  years  on  the  North  Pacific  Coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  ;  on 
the  eastern  side  about  two  weeks  last  year,  and  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds  this  year  over  two 
months.     Last  year  I  was  on  the  "  Maud  S. ;"  this  year  on  the  "  Sea  Lion." 

2.  That  last  year  I  got  76  seals  on  the  coast,  and  lost  9  by  sinking.  In  Behring  Sea,  eastern  side, 
I  got  75  seals,  and  lost  one  by  sinking.  On  Copper  Island  grounds  I  got  84  seals,  and  did  not  lose  any 
by  sinking.     I  don't  remember  wounding  any  seal  that  I  did  not  get  last  year. 

3.  This  year  I  got  210  seals  on  the  coast,  and  did  not  lose  by  sinking  any  at  all.  On  the  Copper 
Island  grounds  I  got  137  seals,  and  I  lost  by  sinking  4  seals.  Two  of  these  I  lost  by  waiting  to  get  a 
shot  at  another  close  by ;  the  other  two  sunk  before  I  got  up  to  them.  They  were  "  travellers ;"  one  I 
killed  from  the  vessel;  the  other  at  about  60  yards  range.  I  wounded  two  this  year  that 
escaped  me. 

4.  Last  year  I  did  not  get  over  twenty-five  females  on  the  coast,  and  this  year  not  more  than  forty. 
The  seals  I  got  on  the  coast  both  years  were  scattered  seals  and  mostly  young  bulls.  Last  year  myself 
and  the  other  hunters  saved  all  the  skins  of  pups  taken  from  cows  we  could.  When  the  season  was 
over  we  had  between  twenty-five  and  thirty.  These  were,  I  am  sure,  fully  half  of  all  the  pups  we  got 
from  females.  Last  year  now  and  then  we  got  a  female  in  milk,  but  none  in  pup.  On  Copper  Island 
side  last  year  and  this  my  own  catch  and  that  of  the  other  hunters  was  mostly  bulls.  Not  more  than 
six  in  a  hundred  were  females.  Sometimes  for  days  we  would  get  no  females.  None  of  these  females 
were  in  pup,  but  most  of  them  in  milk. 

5.  Last  year,  in  January,  I  saw  numerous  bands  or  bunches  of  seals  off  Cape  Flattery.  I  was 
among  these  bunches  five  days,  and  got  only  five  seals;  they  were  so  wild  I  could  not  get  near  them. 
Seals  in  bunches  are  always  wild.     The  best  hunting  is  always  among  scattered  seals. 

IH8]  X 
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6.  This  year  I  saw  mure  seals  off  Cape  Flattery  in  January  than  at  any  other  place.  They  were 
pretty  well  in  bunches  and  hard  to  get.  The  bunches  were  made  up  of  all  kinds  of  seals  from  old 
hulls  to  2-year-olds.     I  have  never  zeen  a  large  band  of  seals  of  any  one  kind. 

7.  That  I  have  noticed  the  teats  on  male  seals  as  well  as  females  ;  there  is  no  difference  in  this 
respect  between  the  skins  of  males  and  females. 

8.  That  in  both  years  I  have  been  sealing  I  have  got  a  good  many  barren  females,  principally  on 
the  coast.  At  least  one-quarter  of  all  the  females  I  got  were  barren.  Pregnant  cows  are  generally 
harder  to  get  than  other  seals.     They  are  more  restless  and  don't  sleep  so  well  as  the  bulls. 

9.  One  day  this  year,  on  Copper  Island  grounds,  there  were  seven  or  eight  schooners,  together 
with  all  their  boats,  out  hunting.  That  day  I  found  one  dead  seal  on  the  water;  it  had  been  freshly 
killed.  There  were  that  day  between  thirty-five  and  forty  hunters  at  that  place  shooting  from  G  o'clock 
in  the  morning  till  9  at  night.     That  is  the  only  one  I  ever  saw. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ISAAC  O'QUTNN. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Isaac  O'Quinn  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  24th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

.1  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Robert  E.  McKid. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  POBEET  E.  McKIEL,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  made  my  first  sealing  trip  from  San  Francisco  in  1887  on  the  "  Mary  Taylor,"  and  have  been 
out  sealiug  every  year  since. 

2.  I  have  been  out  as  master  everytrip.  In  1888  I  was  on  the  same  vessel  ("  Mary  Taylor"),  and 
iu  1889  was  on  the  "  Beatrice."  in  1890  1  was  on  the  "  E.  B.  Marvin,"  and  last  year  on  the  "  Maud  S.," 
and  was  out  on  that  vessel  this  year. 

3.  1  have  never  acted  as  hunter,  but  of  course  have  gone  out  in  a  boat  and  killed  a  few  seals. 

4.  I  have  noticed  no  difference  in  the  number  of  seals  that  frecpient  the  American  coast,  and  this 
year  saw  fully  as  many  as  ever  before,  ami  my  hunters  say  this  too. 

5.  There  are  but  few  seals  lost  by  sinking,  certainly  not  more  than  5  per  cent.  I  heard  my 
hunters  counting  up  their  losses  this  year,  and  for  over  1,700  seals  that  were  got  by  them  about  40 
were  lost.  I  have  altogether  killed  52  seals,  and  lost  but  one  of  them.  There  are  some  seals  badly 
wounded  that  die  afterwards,  but  the  number  is  very  small ;  if  they  are  that  badly  wounded,  the 
hunters  are  almost  sure  to  get  them. 

6.  We  find  the  seals  in  schools  now  much  more  than  we  formerly  did,  and  they  are  much  wilder 
and  harder  to  get  now.     I  account  for  this  by  the  fact  that  they  are  hunted  more. 

7.  I  think  I  have  seen  more  seals  every  year  than  I  saw  the  year  before — very  many  more  this 
year  than  the  first  year  I  was  out. 

8.  At  that  time  the  seals  were  tame  and  curious,  and  nearly  every  one  a  hunter  saw  he  got,  but  it 
is  very  different  now  ;  they  know  enough  to  keep  well  out  of  gun-shut. 

9.  We  get  more  females  than  males.  1  Kith  on  the  coast  and  m  Behring  Sea ;  there  were  mure  males 
in  proportion  to  the  females  this  year  than  other  years,  I  think  ;  we  get  more  bulls  with  the  cows  the 
farther  north  we  go.  Last  year  and  this  year  I  found  more  males  in  proportion  to  the  females  on  the 
Russian  side  than  I  had  found  on  the  American  side  of  the  Pacific. 

10.  I  had  Indians  with  me  in  1.888  and  1SS0  ;  they  would  spear  principally,  but  now  Indians  use 
guns  a  great  deal. 

11.  I  could  always  tell  pretty  well  how  far  I  was  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  in  the  most  foggy 
weather,  and  if  good  soundings  that  could  be  depended  upon  were  marked  on  the  Charts,  and  the 
nature  of  the  bottom  shown,  I  would  have  no  difficulty  in  telling  wdiere  I  was. 

12.  I  have  noticed  no  difference  in  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  and  on  the  American  side  of  Behring 
Sea,  unless  it  is  that  the  seals  are  darker  on  the  other  side.  I  certainly  could  not  tell  them  apart  in 
the  water. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  ami  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ROBT.  E.  McKIEL. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Robert  E.  McKeil  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
24th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Declaration  of  Charles  Campbell. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CHARLES  CAMPBELL,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do 
solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  1  have  been  out  on  sealing  voyages  two  years  as  master  of  the  schooner  "  Umbrina."  I  was  out 
on  that  vessel  last  year  and  this  year. 

2.  I  occasionally  go  out  in  a  boat  myself,  as  a  good  sealing  captain  ought  to  do  ;  and,  besides,  a 
hunter  is  sometimes  sick,  and  we  cannot  afford  to  have  a  boat  idle. 

3.  I  am  no  hunter,  but  this  year  I  killed  fifteen  seals,  and  lost  one  only. 

4.  I  went  over  to  the  Aisatic  side  of  Behring  Sea  both  last  year  and  this  year ;  last  year  through 
Behring  Sea,  this  year  outside. 

5.  Last  year  we  saw  seals  on  the  way  across  whenever  the  weather  was  fine  ;  there  was  no  way  of 
telling  when  we  saw  t'.:e  last  of  the  seals  that  frequent  the  Pribyloff  Islands  and  met  the  first  of  those 
that  were  going  to  the  Commander  Islands. 

6.  I  have  had  only  two  years'  experience,  but  saw  this  year  more  seals  than  last  year,  and  all  my 
hunters  said  that  they  had  never  seen  so  many  seals  before. 

7.  The  principal  part  of  my  catch  was  young  males  ;  there  were  more  of  them  than  of  females. 

8.  1  know  from  my  own  experience  that  cows  are  more  on  the  alert  than  males,  and  can  tell  at 
once  the  sex  in  this  way,  and  my  hunters  have  told  me  the  same  thing. 

9.  My  hunters  have  told  me  that  seals  are  much  harder  to  get  now  than  formerly,  and  I  know 
from  my  own  experience  that  they  were  more  difficult  to  approach  this  year  than  last  year. 

10.  Seals  are  harder  to  get,  too,  when  they  are  travelling  in  bunches ;  and  I  have  heard  old  hunters 
say  that  it  is  no  use  trying  to  get  seals  when  there  are  many  together. 

11.  Besides  the  vessels  that  were  seized,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  vessels  sealing  on  the  American 
side  of  Behring  Sea,  and  am  sure  if  there  had  been  schooners  there  1  would  have  heard  of  it. 

Ami  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHARLES  CAMPBELL 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Campbell  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
25th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Airnin:  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Pvblic  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  George  McDonald. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  GEOBGE  McDONALD,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  out  sealing  six  years — one  year  as  mate  and  five  as  sailing-master.  I  was 
sailing-master  of  the  "  Kate  "  in  1887,  the  "Pathfinder"  in  1888,  the  "Alfred  Adams'"  in  18S9,  1890, 
and  1891.    The  name  of  the  latter  vessel  was  changed  to  "  Lily  "  in  1890,  and  she  was  wrecked  in  1891. 

In  1891,  after  the  wreck  of  the  "  Lily,"  I  was  mate  of  the  "  Katherine,"  formerly  called  the  "Black 
Diamond."     This  year  (1892)  I  was  sailing-master  of  the  "Aurora." 

2.  The  seals  are  quite  as,  if  not  more,  numerous  now  as  in  former  years,  but  I  think  they  start 
north  earlier. 

3.  On  the  coast,  as  a  rule,  more  females  are  caught  than  males.  In  Behring  Sea  about  equal 
numbers  of  the  sexes  are  taken. 

4.  One  year — in  the  month  of  August,  on  the  "  Lily  " — I  got  seals  200  miles  south  of  the 
Shumigan  Islands,  and  I  have  found  seals  as  far  west  as  the  172nd  Pass,  in  the  month  of  September, 
when  homeward  bound. 

5.  That  I  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water  once.  The  hunter  with  me  at  the  time  shot  both  seals. 
They  seemed  to  embrace  one  another  very  firmly  with  their  fins,  or  flippers.  Hunters  tell  me  it  is  easy 
to  get  seals  when  they  are  doing  this. 

6.  If  I  had  a  Chart  of  Behring  Sea  showing  plenty  of  soundings,  it  would  not  be  hard  to  tell  just 
where  I  was  in  respect  to  the  Pribyloff  Islands  when  the  weather  is  thick. 

7.  That  on  the  home  trip  of  the  "  Aurora "  this  year,  when  40  to  60  miles  west  of  Vancouver 
Island,  I  saw  a  seal  pup  not  more  than  3  months  old.  All  on  board  saw  it.  The  stern  boat  put  out 
for  it,  shot  at  it,  but  missed  it.     It  was  among  kelp. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  GEOEGE  McDONALD. 
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Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  George  McDonald  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
25th  day  of  0  r.A.D.  L892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and/or  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

-    ;,1.) 


Declaration  of  Joseph  Hall. 

Dominion  of  <  Janada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
( 'ity  of  Victoria, 

I,  JOSEPH  HALL,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada,  seal 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  fur-seal  hunting  on  the  North  Pacific  Coast  two  years.  This  year  I  sealed  on 
the  Copper  Island  grounds  as  well  as  on  the  coast.  In  1891  I  was  on  the  "  Maggie  Mac."  This  year 
I  was  oil  the  "  C.  H.  Tupper." 

2.  That  in  1891  I  got  9(5  seals  on  the  coast  and  lost  only  2.  The  "  Maggie  Mac  "  returned  to 
Victoria  in  July,  which  accounts  for  the  small  catch — only  688  for  the  season. 

3.  In  1892  I  got  147  seals  on  the  coast  and  I  lost  one  by  sinking.  On  the  Copper  Island  grounds 
I  got  78  seals  and  lost  none  at  all  by  sinking.  I  wounded  some  seals,  got  most  of  them,  and  those 
that  escaped  were  not  wounded  badly. 

4.  I  have  seen  small  bands  of  seals  off  the  mouth  of  Columbia  Kiver,  and  all  the  way  up  the 
coast  from  there  to  the  Fairweather  Grounds.  Off  Baker's  Island  this  year  the  seals  were  very 
plentiful,  as  well  as  along  the  coast  from  there  up  to  off  Mount  St.  Llias  during  the  month  of  May. 

5.  I  saw  just  as  many  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  as  last,  but  they  were  very  wild — could  hardly 
get  near  them,  particularly  so  when  they  were  in  bunches — it  was  then  almost  impossible  to  get  near 
enough  to  shoot  them. 

6.  That  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  skinning  the  seals,  and  do  not  know  how  many  males  and 
females  I  got  in  either  year.  I  remember  one  day  this  year  though  when  we  got  113  seals,  and  they 
were  all  but  Id  or  1  5  bulls. 

7.  ( >n  tl  Island  side  this  year  I  am  sure  we  got  no  females  in  pup,  and  I  only  remember 
seeing  one  in  milk.     This  seal  was  caught  200  miles  nearly  offshore,  and  had  had  her  pup  at  sea. 

8.  That  1  slant  sleepers  from  12  to  14  yards  range,  and  "travellers"  from  25  to  40  yards  range 
1  do  m  it  use  the  rifle. 

9.  I  do  not  know  of  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Pacific,  except 
that  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  seem  a  shade  darker  on  the  breast,  but  some  of  the  seals  there 
are  exactly  like  those  on  the  Asiatic  side.  The  seals  on  the  two  sides  are  exactly  alike  in  shape,  but 
those  on  the  Asiatic  side,  especially  bulls,  do  not  seem  so  fat  as  the  American. 

10.  That  this  year  I  found  two  dead  seals  floating  on  the  coast.  One  was  a  small-sized  seal  and 
had  been  dead  about  a  day — he  was  wounded  in  the  body.  That  day  there  were  at  least  fifty  boats 
out  hunting  at  that  place,  and  I  believe  this  seal  had  been  shot  that  day.  The  other  seal  was  an  old 
fellow,  weighing  800  lbs.  or  900  lbs.,  the  largest  seal  I  ever  saw  or  that  any  of  the  hunters  on  the 

ner  Lad  ever  seen.  There  were  no  marks  or  wounds  upon  him  :  we  examined  his  body  carefully, 
and  he  must  have  died  of  old  age. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting 'Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  HALL. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Joseph  Hall  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  25th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthuk  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Pal  md  for  the  Province  of 

British  Columbia 
(Seal.) 


DeclaratLon  of  William  Feunnyt. 

1  •oniinion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I.  WILLIAM  FEWINGS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  seal -hunting  on  the  North  Pacific  Coast  for  six  years,  in  three  of  which  1  was 
in  the  Behring  Sea  fur  the  full  season;  in  two  others  the  voyages  were  broken  up  by  the  United 
Stales'  revenue-cutter  "  Hush"  in  one  case,  and  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Nymphe"  in  the  other.  In  the 
\ear  1SS7  I  was  on  the  schooner  "  Favourite  ;"  in  1888  mi  the  "  Viva;"  in  18S9  on  the  "Triumph;" 
in  1890  on  the  "  Pathfinder  ;"  and  in  1891  and  1892  on  the  "  Sea  Lion." 
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2.  In  1837  I  got  about  300  seals  for  the  season— it  was  my  first  year  out  hunting,  and  I  lost  more 
seals  by  sinking  than  in  any  year  since,  but  not  more  than  25  or  30 

3  In  18S8  I  oot  502  seals,  and  did  not  lose  as  many  as  1  did  the  first  year  m  getting  the  .-,00. 

4  In  1889  I  got  140  seals— the  total  catch  for  eight  hunters  on  the  vessel  was  about  300— and  1 

lost  not  more  than  6.  .     ^„„^    ,„,,       ,        T      ,,   ,,  T  v , 

5.  In  1890  I  got  493  seals  ;  in  1891,  262  seals ;  and  m  1892,  410  seals.     In  all  these  years  I  did 

not  lose  over  3  in  100  ;  this  year  I  lost  8  or  9, 1  think  8. 

6    That  I  have  not  kept  any  record  of  the  number  of  females  or  males  I  have  got  each  season,  but 

I  think  that  the  proportions  are  about  equal.     Sometimes  we  get  more  females  than  males,  sometimes 

le  r®ve^e-Jajiu  kst  otf  Qape  Flatfcery  about  20  to*30  miles,  I  saw  large  bands  of  seals,  in  fact,  1 
saw  more  seals  there  than  ever  before  or  since  at  one  place.  We  got  very  few  each  year  out  of  these 
bands— this  year  1  got  only   seventeen  in  five  days— they  were  too  wild  to  get  at.     Seals  always  are 

wild  when  in  bands.  .     ,,     .,„ 

8  That  iud"im>'  by  the  number  of  seals  taken  on  the  coast  this  year  by  myself  and  all  othei 
hunters  I  am  acquainted  with,  seals  must  have  been  more  numerous  tins  year  than  before. 

9  That  I  shoot  sleeping  seals  at  from  10  to  15  yards  range— according  to  the  state  of  the  water 
and  whether  they  are  sleeping  or  not.  I  shoot  travelling  seals  at  from  40  to  60  yards.  About  one- 
third  of  the  seals  I  get  are  "  travellers,"  and  most  of  those  lost  are  of  this  class. 

10  That  the  laro-e  seals  of  both  sexes  generally  travel  together,  except  that  as  the  seals  near 
Behring  Sea,  the  cows  in  pup  gradually  get  off  by  themselves  in  bands,  generally  ahead  of  the  mam 

'°  711    Male  seals  have  no  teats  that  I  have  noticed,  and  those  in  the  cows  are  not  easily  seen. 

12'  That  in  1889  I  got  a  cow-seal  in  Behring  Sea  about  40  miles  from  St.  Paul  Island  with  a 
new-born  pup  I  got  the  pup  and  kept  it  on  board  for  two  or  three  days.  The  mate  killed  it  because 
it  made  so   much  "noise.      I  have  taken  pups  from  the  cows,  put  them  in  the  water,  and  they  would 

swim  briskly  away.  ,   .  ..   ,       e       , 

13.  That  I  have  found  in  my  six  years'  hunting  four  dead  seals.  I  examined  them  all,  but  found 
no  wounds  on  them,  and  think  they  died  natural  deaths. 

14  That  I  "et  all  seals  I  wound  badly,  but  sometimes  a  seal  is  hurt  slightly  and  gets  away.  A 
se  d  that  dies  of  Ids  wounds  Eoats,  with  head  and  tail  under  water  and  back  up.  I  have  often  wounded 
seals,  followed  them  up,  and  found  them  dead  in  this  position.     Very  few  wounded  seals  that  hunters 

do  not  get  die.  _  ,  ,. 

15  That  I  know  of  nothing  that  shows  the  seals  to  be  decreasing.  1  saw  -real  numbers  pi 
seals  this  year  on  the  coast,  and  our  catch  was  over  the  average,  though  we  were  behind  the  mam 

bodv  of  seals.  „  .  •., 

10  One  day  the  last  of  May  or  1st  June  this  year  off  Sitka,  the  "  Sea  Lion  was  111  company  with 
the  United  States'  revenue-cutter  "  Corwin."  We  were  told  that  the  "  Corwin  "  had  been  sealing  on 
the  "rounds  there  some  days  before  that.  The  seals  on  those  grounds  then  were  principally  females 
heavy  with  pup  making  for  the  sea  ahead  of  the  main  body.  We  had  been  sealing  there  about  the 
same  time,  and  got  more  females  there  than  at  any  other  part  of  the  coast. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of « The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths."  ^^  ^   VJsmsQ& 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  Fewings  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis 
sioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  <  olumbia,  tins 
25th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

"  A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 

British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  David  Laing. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 
I,  DAVID   LAING,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 

declare  as  follows : —  .      ,     „  „  .      „ 

1  I  was  first  engaged  in  the  sealing  business  in  1867.     I  was  out  that  year  in  the     favourite; 
we  had   an   Indian  crew.     I  was  out  in  1868,  1869,  and   1870,  and  in   1879  was   sealing  on  the 
"Onward"     I    was   on  the  "Favourite"  again  in  1888;    in    18.89,   the   "  C.   H.    1  upper;      in    1890 
on  the  "Venture;"  and  in  the  "  W.  P.  Sayward"  the  last  two  years.     During  the  past    two  years 
I    have    been   out    as  mate  and  hunter  with   the  stem-boat,   and   the  three  previous  years    1    was 

out  as  mate.  .  .  r         f.,.f„  f,„„ 

2  1  ..ut  twenty-six  seals  last  year,and  lost  noneof  them  by  sinking,  and  this  year  1  got  torty-two 
without  losing  a  single  skin  by  sinking.  A  seal  that  is  at  all  badly  wounded  we  are  almost  sure  to 
wet ;  one  is  seldom  lost  when  badly  wounded. 

3.  Last  year,  when  2  miles  off  ,  we  got  eighteen  seals  in  September ;  they  would  spi  rag 

up,  and  we  did  not  wait  to  hunt  them. 

4    I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  ever  before,  and  most  of  them  were  travelling. 

|118j  Y 
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5.  I  have  seen  seals  travelling  in  schools  both  north  and  south  of    Cape  Flattery;  they  are 

more   difficult  to  get   them,  as  they  are  very  wild.     I  have  noticed  that  seals  are  wilder  than  they 
were. 

6  Sometimes  a  band  of  bulls  mighl  be  seen  together,  but  as  a  rule  the  males  and  females  travel 
together,  and  with  them  are  mixed  the  yearlings. 

7.  1  prefer  shooting  at  a  breaching  seal  to  any  other,  and  for  a  "  breacher"  use  5  drams  of  powder 
and  28  buck-shot     I  use  21  shut  for  a  sleeping  seal. 

8.  There  is  no  danger  of  seals  being  exterminated;  the  large  catches  tin-  year  prove  that  no 
harm  lias  yet  been  done,  and  it'  the  seals  are  protected  on  the  island-  they  will  be  all  right. 

9.  1  have  noticed  that  male  seals  have  teats,  and  on  looking  at  a  seal  for  sex  I  would  not  tin 
them  unless  the  seal  were  an  old  hull.     I  have  handled  many  thousand  skins,  and  could  not  tell  the 
sex  of  the  3eal  from  which  they  were  taken  by  tie-  -kins. 

10.  I  have  hunted  much  with  Indians  in  early  days;  they  had  a  superstition  about  having  guns 
in  their  canoes,  hut  now  they  use  both  gun  and  spear.  If  they  could  only  have  the  gun  or  spear,  and 
not  both,  the  young  men  would  choose  the  former  and  the  old  men  the  latter. 

11.  I  think  that  <m  the  coast  there  are  more  females  than  males,  but  in  Behring  Sea  (American 
side)  there  are  more  males  than  females.  It  was  the  same  on  the  Russian  side;  the  seals  there  are 
much  larger— at  least  those  I  have  seen  were — than  those  on  the  American  side. 

12.  I  have  seen  barren  cows  and  killed  them  with  the  other  seals:  they  were  principally  old 
seals. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed  DAVID  LAING. 

scribed  and  declared  by  the  said  David  Laing  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  tire  citv  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  25th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Beltea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and/or  //<-   Provina  of 
British  Coin:, 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  August  Beppen. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
(  uy  of  Victoria, 

I,  AUGUST   1IK1TKX.  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  di    lai      is  follows  : — 

1.  That    I   have  been  captain  or  mate  on  schooners  engaged  in  the  sealing  business  for  the  part 
nine  years. 

2.  I    have    been   i  on  the  steam   schooner  "Grace,"  and  the   schooners  "Kate."  "Mary 
Taylor,"  "Viva,"  "Pathfinder" — now-  called  the  "Pioneer" — aud  this  year  I  was  on  the  "  Fawn." 

3.  While  I  was  engaged  as  mate  on  the  different  schooners  I  was  also  engaged  a  portion  of  the 
time  in  seal-hunting. 

4.  During  the  entire  time  in  which  I  have  been  seal-hunting  I  have  not  lost  more  than  three  seals 
by  sinking. 

5.  I  notice  no  difference  in  the  seals  now  and  nine  years  ago,  with  the  exception  that  they  are 
wilder. 

6.  I  saw  more  seals  during  the  year  1892  than  I  ever  saw  on  any  previous  year,  and  1  am  informed 
by  my  hunters  to  the  same  effa  t. 

7.  V-  b(  n  a  seal  is  wounde  I  the  chances  are  10  to  1  that  it  is  secured  by  the  hunters. 

8.  If  a  seal  is  wounded  it  is  chased  until  it  is  secured.     1  have  chased  a  seal  for  half-an-hour  after 
I  wounded  it  before  I  secured  it. 

9    I  have  seen  seals  travelling  in  schools,  and  at   such   times   they  are  much  more  difficult  to 
secure. 

10.  The  males  and  females  travel  together. 

11.  I  have  o]  enei!  si  als  and  know  that  they  eat  fish,  but  they  also  eat  shrimps  and  insects. 

12.  1  have  never  been  on  the  Russian  side  of  Behring  Sea. 

l:'..   I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water;  they  do  this  in  the  same  manner  that  cats  and 
dogs  do  on  land. 

14.  I  have  been  hunting  with  Indians  ;  in  calm  weather  they  prefer  the  spear,  but  as  a  rule  they 
now  prefer  the  gun  for  sealing. 

15.  Quite  a  numl  er  of  barren  females  ate  killed  on  tie.-  coast. 
lb.  Very  few  old  hulls  are  taken. 

17.  The   only   protection  necessary    tor   the   seals    in   my   opinion,   is   to  protect  them  on  the 
ads. 

mn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  ami  by  virtue 
of  "Tin   Act  respecting  Extra- Judi        I      Lis." 

(Signed)  AUGUST  PEPPEX. 
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Subscribed  and  declared  bythe  said  August  Eeppen  before  me,a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  27th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  mid  far  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Thomas  H.  Brown. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  THOMAS  H.  BBOWN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria  and  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  have  been  seal-hunting  five  years — the  first  year  as  a  boat-steerer,  and  the  past  four  years  as 
a  hunter. 

2.  In  1889  I  was  on  the  "Mary  Ellen  ;"  in  1890  on  the  "  Maggie  Mac;"  and  last  year  and  this 
year  on  the  "  Maud  S." 

:!.  I  have  kept  count  each  year  of  the  number  of  seals  I  have  killed.  In  1889  I  got  370,  and  lost 
less  than  7  or  8.  I  am  sure  there  were  less  than  that  number  lost  by  sinking,  but  will  say  8,  so  that  I 
can  safely  swear  to  it.  In  1890  I  got  388  skins,  and  lost  by  sinking  12  seals.  Last  year  I  got 
:::;i  skins,  and  lost  10  by  sinking.  This  year  I  got  348  skins,  and  lost  by  sinking  7  seals.  I  kept 
count  of  the  number  that  sank,  and  know  exactly.  I  consider  that  no  average  hunter  ought  to  lose 
more  than  I  have  lost. 

4.  I  and  other  hunters  make  sure  that  we  are  close  enough  to  a  seal  to  make  us  reasonably  certain 
of  getting  it  before  we  shoot  at  all. 

5.  I  use  both  a  shot-gun  and  a  rifle,  but  seldom  a  rifle,  and  then  only  at  travelling  seals  on  a  calm 
day,  and  a  rifle  is  never  used  except  when  the  seal  is  too  far  away  to  shoot  with  a  shot-gun.  I  didn't 
kill  more  than  twelve  with  a  rifle  this  year. 

6.  I  shoot  at  a  aleeping  seal  when  about  15  yards  away,  and  most  of  the  seals  we  get  are  sleepers. 
There  is  no  chance  of  a  seal  sinking  before  it  is  got  if  only  one  is  shot,  but  sometimes  when  two  are 
together,  and  both  are  shot,  one  may  sink  while  we  are  after  the  other.  Most  of  the  seals  I  lost  were 
lost  in  this  way. 

7.  I  have  every  year  seen  seals  in  schools  both  south  of  Cape  Flattery  and  north  along  the  coast 
to  the  Fail-weather  Grounds,  but  seals  are  very  hard  to  get  then ;  they  seem  to  be  on  the  look-out,  and 
if  one  shot  is  fired  all  make  away. 

8.  I  am  sure  that  1  don't  shoot  at  one  out  of  fifty  seals  that  I  see — probably  not  one  out  of  a 
hundred. 

9.  Male  and  female  seals  travel  together,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  yearlings  are  with  them,  but  I  have 
seen  schools  of  young  seals  together. 

10.  The  older  seals  are  harder  to  get  than  the  young  ones,  and  the  females  are  much  harder  to  get 
than  the  males. 

11.  I  have  found  that  their  principal  food  is  squid. 

12.  Last  year  and  this  year  I  hunted  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  Behring  Sea  in  the  summer.  On  the 
way  across  last  year  through  the  sea  we  saw  seals  whenever  it  was  fine,  and  got  some,  and  this  year  we 
saw  some  seals  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  as  we  went  across. 

13.  I  found  as  many  seals  last  year  as  the  year  before,  and  this  year  I  saw  more  than  ever 
before. 

14.  I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  have  been  as  long  as  five  minutes  getting  up  to 
them  when  they  were  doing  this  ;  even  though  they  would  see  the  boat  they  would  pay  no  attention, 
and  I  have  killed  both  the  male  and  female  at  such  times  ;  the  cow  was  all  under  water  but  her  nose, 
and  the  bull  was  a  good-sized  one.  I  had  no  doubt  whatever  about  what  they  were  doing.  The  bull 
made  a  great  deal  of  noise. 

L5.  I  have  always  taken  along  the  coast  more  males  than  females,  and  in  Behring  Sea  the 
sexes  were  about  equal.     On  the  Asiatic  side  this  year  they  were  about  equally  divided  too. 

10.  Since  I  have  been  hunting  I  have  not  killed  more  than  8  or  10  old  bulls.  They  are  so 
large  that  they  must  often  be  skimmed  in  the  water,  and  they  take  so  much  time,  and  are  worth 
so  little,  that  we  seldom  bother  with  them. 

17.  Since  I  have  been  sealing  I  have  seen  two  seals  floating  dead  on  the  water ;  seals  float 
a  long  time  when  they  come  to  the  surface  this  way.  I  have  seen  one  that  had  beeu  in  the  water  so 
long  that  the  hair  and  fur  pulled  out. 

18.  Seals  taken  in  July  and  August  in  Behring  Sea  bring  a  better  price  than  the  spring  catch, 
and  the  fur,  I  believe,  is  better. 

L9.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  schooners  sealing  in  Behring  Sea  on  the  American  side  this  year 
but  those  that  were  seized,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  there  were  any  other  vessels  there. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
'•  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths. " 

(Signed)  THOS.  H.  BEOWN. 
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cribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Thomas  H.  Brown  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
nd    practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
of  '  Ictober,  A..D.  1892. 
(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British,  Columbia 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Neil  Morrison. 

I  lominion  of  <  !anada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  NEIL  MORRISON,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  1  have  beenfive  years  in  sealing-vessels  on  the  North  Pacific  Coast  and  Behring  Sea — one 
x,  i,  boa  ■•■  and  four  years  hunter.  In  1885  I  was  on  the  schooner  "Mary  Ellen"  until  May, 
th  n  wont  on  the  "  Favourite  "  into  Behring  Sea.  In  1886  I  was  on  the  "Thornton."  In  1887  I  was 
on  the  "Mary  Taylor."  I  was  not  out  in  either  of  the  years  1888,  1889,  or  1890.  In  1891  I  was  on 
the  "  Penelope,"  and  this  year  on  the  "W.  P.  Sayward." 

2.  That  I  am  unable  to  give  definitely  my  catches  for  the  first  two  years  I  was  hunting,  but  as 
ii.  arly  as  I  rei  olleet  in  1886  I  got  about  300  in  Behring  Sea  up  to  the  beginning  of  August  when  the 
"  Thornton"  was  seized.  In  1887  I  got  about  420  up  to  about  the  same  date  as  the  year  before.  All 
tl  ese  fa-  both  years  were  taken  in  Behring  Sea. 

:'..  In  1886  my  catch  was  about  two-thirds  bulls;  no  cows  in  pup;  some  in  milk  and  some  barren 
i  iws.  In  1887  I  think  something  over  half  I  got  were  cows;  none  in  pup — some,  I  think  about 
oi  e-quarter — in  milk,  and  the  remainder  barren  cows  and  young  females. 

4.  In  1891  I  got  119  on  the  coast,  and  lost  by  sinking  6.  About  half,  not  more,  of  these  were 
females.  Of  the  "females  not  over  30  were  in  pup.  I  remember  this  because  we  got  among  a.  lot  of 
females  off  [phigenia  Bay  in  May,  and  got  there  in  two  or  three  days  nearly  all  the  females  we  got  on 
the  eoast  that  year. 

5.  In  1892  I  got  202  seals  on  the  coast,  and  lost  by  sinking  10  at  the  most.  Out  of  the  202, 
about  65  or  one-third  were  females.  The  females  were  about  half  in  pup  and  half  barren  and  young 
females. 

6.  Last  year  and  this  I  was  over  to  Copper  Island  Grounds  hunting.  Last  year  I  got  1 32  seals 
there,  and  this  year  82.  The  females  numbered  about  half  the  catch  each  year.  None  of  them  were 
in  pup,  and  not  over  20  in  milk.  I  skinned  all  the  seals  I  got,  and  remember  these  things 
very  well. 

7.  That  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  believe  the  fur  on  the  seals  of  the  Asiatic  side  to  be 
sli'Jitlv  thicker  and  darker  than  that  of  the  seals  on  this  side,  but  in  other  respects  the  seals  on  the 
two  sides  are  exactly  alike. 

8.  Last  year  the  "  Penelope "  crossed  Behring  Sea  from  40  miles  inside  Unimak  Pass  to  the 
Commander  Islands.  I  saw  seals  on  three  different  days  going  over,  the  last  lot  just  west  of  the 
Russian  and  American  demarcation  line. 

9.  That  I  shoot  sleeping  seals  at  ranges  of  from  10  to  30  yards,  and  "travellers"  all  the  way  from 
40  to  100  yards.     Most  of  the  seals  I  lose  are  "travellers." 

10.  That  in  every  year  I  have  been  out  I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  or  bands  all  along  the  coast 
in  number   from  200   to   300  to  400  and  500.     This  was  especially  so  in  1885  and  last  year.     I  saw 

***       more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  in  any  year  before.     The  seals  are  getting  wilder  now  than  when 
I  first  went  out,  and  when  found  in  schools  they  are  very  hard  to  get. 

11.  That  I  was  taken  prisoner  this  year  by  the  Russian  man-of-war  "Zabiaka  "  while  out  hunting, 
and  came  home  on  the  "  Bosie  Olsen."  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  from  Petropaulovski  to  within  500  miles 
of  the  American  cost-line  along  the  49th  parallel  north.  This  was  between  the  23rd  August  and  the 
10th  September.     We  got  to  Victoria  the  22nd  September. 

12.  That  I  have  in  the  five  years  I  have  been  out  found  two  or  three  dead  seals  floating.  This 
was  in  1887.  One  1  had  shot  a  little  while  before  myself,  and  lost  him  in  the  fog.  The  others  had 
been  dead  some  days.     Both  had  been  killed  by  shot. 

13.  That  when  I  wound  a  seal  badly  1  always  in  fair  weather  get  it;  if  slightly  wounded  it  will 
escape  and  no  doubt  get  well.  Seals  are  not  much  affected  by  slight  wounds.  I  have  got  seals  with 
bunches  of  shot  in  them  that  had  been  there  for  some  years. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

Signed)  NEIL  MORRISON. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Neil  Morrison  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  29th  day 
of  October,  a.  D.  I 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Declaration  of  Henry  S.  Browne. 

Dominion  of  1'amnla,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria) 

I,  HENRY  S.  BROWNE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  sealer,  do 
solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  I  was  first  sealing  twelve  years  ago.  I  was  then  on  two  trips  looking  for  fur-seals,  the 
last  one  occupying  fourteen  months. 

2.  I  worked  principally  among  the  Auckland  Islands  ;  nearly  all  the  seals  were  taken  ashore,  but 
some  were  killed  in  the  water. 

3.  An  attempt  was  made  to  protect  them  on  the  land,  and  it  was  supposed  that  no  seals  were 
taken  during  the  six  months  of  the  year  that  the  seals  go  ashore,  but  the  vessel  that  was  to  protect 
them  scarcely  ever  went  there. 

4.  I  was  once  fourteen  months  in  the  vicinity  of  the  islands,  and  lived  six  months  ashore.  The 
rookeries  are  quite  different  there  from  those  in  Behring  Sea,  The  seals  haul  out  on  rocks  and  under 
cliffs  and  on  beaches. 

5.  We  secured  about  1 ,300  seals  while  we  were  there. 

6.  Other  vessels  were  there,  but  they  did  not  secure  such  good  catches,  as  they  were  not  as  familiar 
with  the  place  as  we  were. 

7.  We  hunted  on  the  Campbell  Islands,  and  secured  several  hundred  seals. 

8.  We  secured  about  nineteen  seals  on  the  Bounty  Islansd,  a  group  of  small  rocks. 

9.  I  have  been  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  and  saw  plenty  of  seals  there,  but  did  not  hunt 
them. 

10.  At  the  Auckland  Islands  most  of  the  seals  are  secured  by  lowering  the  men  down  over  cliffs 
with  ropes,  sometimes  900  feet  down. 

11.  I  have  been  engaged  for  five  years  on  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Behring  Sea  as  a  boat-puller,  but 
never  did  any  hunting. 

12.  This  season  I  saw  more  seals  than  I  ever  saw  on  any  previous  year,  and  I  have  heard  our 
hunters  make  the  same  statement, 

13.  We  secured  many  more  males  than  females  during  the  present  season,  and  there  have  been 
more  males  than  females  this  year,  but  there  were  more  in  proportion  this  year  than  any  other. 

13.  Very  few  seals  are  lost  by  the  hunter  killing  them  and  not  securing  them. 

14.  I  went  to  the  Copper  Island  side  this  year  on  the  "  W.  P.  Say  ward,"  and  saw  seals  all  the  way 
across,  and  also  on  the  way  home  again. 

15.  On  the  way  home  from  Copper  Island  we  sailed  through  great  numbers  of  seals  when  about 
700  miles  from  l'etropaulovsky,  and  about  300  miles  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  but  having  no  arms 
at  that  time,  we  did  not  secure  any  of  them. 

16.  When  on  the  Auckland  Islands  I  have  watched  more  than  one  pup  suck  from  the  same  cow 
as  she  lay  asleep,  and  heard  there  that  when  a  mother  dies  another  female  would  suckle  it 
(the  pup). 

17.  From  my  knowledge  of  seals,  both  on  land  and  in  the  water,  I  know  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
their  all  being  killed  off. 

18.  I  saw  litle  pups  about  the  middle  of  August  at  Copper  Island  eating  small  squid  and  other 
things  along  the  beach,  and  never  saw  the  mothers  going  near  the  little  bunches  of  seals  that  were 
hunting  for  food  for  themselves  along  the  shore. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  H.  S.  BROWNE. 


id  declared  by  the  said  Henry  S.  Browne,  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
g  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in    the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 


Subscribed  am 
sioned  and  residin 
29th  day  of  October,  a.d."1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Victor  Jacobsen. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  VICTOR  JACOBSEN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  have  been  eleven  years  master  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  sealing  business. 

2.  I  have  been  on  only  three  vessels,  the  "  Mountain  Chief,"  the  "  Minnie,"  and  the  "  Mary  Ellen  " 
this  year. 

3.  I  have  always  had  Indians  with  me,  and  some  years  have  had  white  men. 

4.  Every  year  1  have  hunted  myself,  going  out  in  the  stem-boat  as  a  rule. 

5.  I  have  never  lost  many  seals  by  sinking,  and  no  good  hunter  does,  for  we  can  always  tell 
whether  a  seal  will  sink  or  not  if  shot  in  a  certain  place. 

[lift]  z 
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6.  I  got  more  than  thirty  seals  this  year,  and  lost  one  by  sinking,  and  lost  it  only  because  I, 
instead  of  gaffing  it  myself,  gave  the  gaff  to  the  boat-puller  while  I  got  ready  to  shoot  another  seaL 

7.  Last  year  1  got  very  few  seals,  but  the  year  before  I  got  308  seals,  and  lost  by  sinking  not 
more  than  G  or  7. 

8.  Very  few  seal-  are  so  badly  wounded  that  we  don't  get  them,  and  they  then  die  afterwards,  for 
if  wounded  we  keep  after  them  until  we  get  them,  and  if  we  don't  get  them  they  are  not  likely  to  he 
badly  enough  wounded  to  die.  A  hunter  feels  worse  about  losing  a  seal  lie  has  killed  than  if  he 
misses  titty. 

9.  Major  "Williams,  an  Agent  of  the  United  States'  Government,  asked  me  about  this  last  spring, 
and,  as  nearly  as  1  can  remember,  1  told  him  just  what  I  have  said  now,  and  he  took  what  I  have  said 
down. 

10.  1  don't  remember  figures  for  other  years,  but  the  percentage  lost  was  about  the  same. 

11.  I  have  seen  seals  travelling  in  schools,  both  south  of  Cape  Flattery  and  north  to  Behring  Sea. 
Ai  such  time-  they  are  very  difficult  to  gel  oid  if  fifteen  or  twenty  an  i  _ el  hi  r  it  is  impossible  to  get 
any  of  them. 

12.  The  large  males  and  females  always  travel  together,  and  the  young  seals  are,  as  a  rule, 
scattered  all  over,  and,  as  a  rule,  behind  the  older  seals. 

13.  1  .saw  as  many  seals  this  year  as  last  year,  and  two  years  ago  1  saw  as  many  seals  as  at  any 
time  during  the  past  five  or  six  years,  but  not  so  many,  I  think,  as  when  i  gan  hunting  seals. 
Seals  are  more  scattered  now.  and  much  wilder  and  harder  to  get  Formerly  we  could  tell  pretty  well 
where  the  seals  were,  but  now  they  are  so  scattered  that  we  have  to  look  for  them. 

14.  1  never  noticed  that  male  seals  had  teats. 

15.  My  experience  has  I a  thai  about  three  out  of  five  seals  taken  on  the  coast  are  females,  and 

about  the  same,  in  Behring  Sea. 

16.  At  first  all  the  Indians  1  had  used  spears  solely;  they  would  not  allow  one  another  to 
cany  guns,  as  they  said  they  would  frighten  the  seals,  and  for  four  or  five  year-  nothing  but  spears  were 
used,  but  now  they  use  both  guns  and  spears;  they  spear  the  seal  if  they  can,  but  if  they  cannot, 
they  shoot  it. 

17.  Major  Williams  asked  me  last  spring  much  the  same  questions  as  I  have  been  asked  now, 
and  I  gave  him  the  same  answers.  What  1  said  was  written  down  and  lead  over  to  me,  and  I  signed 
the  paper. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  n  i  !  Extra-Ju  licial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  VICTOE  JACOBSEN. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Victor  Jacobsen  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  20th  day  of  October,  a.k  1892. 

-  imed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  th   P  o  ina  of 

-   . 
(Seal. ) 


Declaration  of  John  Williams. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
<  'ity  of  Victoria, 

I,  JOHN  WILLIAMS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada, 
seaman,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  That  during  the  sealing  season  of  1892  1  was  mate  of  the  British  sealing-schooner  "Brenda," 
sailing  oul  of  Victoria,  British  Colum 

2.  That  the  "  Brenda"  left  Victoria  on  the  30th  March,  1892,  and  sailed  north  along  the  coast, 
hunting  seals  as  we  went.  We  got  409  seal-skins  on  the  coast,  and  about  the  25th  dune  the  "Brenda" 
left  the  vicinity  of  Kadiak  Islands  for  the  Copper  Island  sealing  grounds,  at  which  we  arrived  on  or 
about  24th  July.  

3.  That  on  the  voyage   over,  when  off  the   Rat    Claud-,  about   90  mil  li,   I    saw  numbers 
als  travelling  towards  those  islands.     To  all  appearance  they  were  the  same  as  the  coast  seals. 

!.  That  when  the  "Brenda"  was  about  40  miles  south  of  Atu  Island  1  saw  seals:  the  weather 
was  too  i    ugh  to  hunt,  and  we  kept  on  towards  Cop]  er  Island. 

5.  That  the  hunters  got  511  sei  lal  sealing  ground.  1  saw  all  the  seals  taken,  both  on  the 
coast  and  at  Copper  Island,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  see  that  they  were  properly  skinned  and  -towed 
away.  The  only  difference  I  noticed  between  the  two  lots  of  skins  was  that  the  Copper  Island  skins 
seemed  to  me  a  little  lighter  in  colour,  certainly  not  darker.  There  were  numbers  of  -kins,  howe\«r, 
exactly  like  the  skins  we  took  on  the  coast,  ami  there  were  plenty  of  skins  taken  on  the  coast  just  as 
light  in                  any  taken  off  Copper  Island. 

6.  That  I  saw 'more  seals  off  Middleton  Island  this  year  than  at  any  other  place  during  the 
vovage.     This  was  in  the  early  part  of  May. 

1  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  eonscienti  u  ily  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOHX  WILLIAMS. 
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Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Williams  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
28th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyba, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  James  W.  Todd. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
( 'ity  of  Victoria. 

I,  JAMES  W.  TODD,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  master  of  sealing-schooners  every  year  except  one  since  1886,  and  hunted 
fur-seals  all  along  the  American  coast  of  the  North  Pacific,  in  Behring  Sea,  and  on  the  Copper  Island 
grounds. 

2.  In  1880  I  was  master  of  the  "Bustler,"  of  Victoria;  in  1887  in  the  "Lily  L.,"  of  San 
Francisco  ;  in  1889  in  the  "  City  of  San  Diego,"  of  San  Francisco  ;  in  1890  on  the  "  ," 
of  San  Francisco;  in  1891  on  the  "Penelope,"  of  Victoria;  and  in  1892  on  the  "Enterprise,"  of 
Victoria. 

o.  That  I  generally  limit  myself  when  the  weather  permits  my  leaving  the  vessel.  1  usually  get 
from  20  to  50  seals  in  this  way.  1  am  sure  that  I  never  lost  more  than  2  in  any  one  year  by  sinking, 
and  remember  some  years  I  did  not  lose  any  in  that  way. 

4.  That  my  experience  with  hunters  lias  invariably  been  that  good  average  hunters  lose  by  sinking 
very  few  seals,  not  more  than  4  in  100.  Poor  hunters  often  attribute  their  poor  catch  to  the 
seals  sinking  after  being  shot,  but  I  know  that  it  is  much  oftener  the  case  that  they  miss  the  seal 
shot  at. 

5.  That  last  year,  1891,  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  from  off  Columbia  Biver  right  up  to 
Kadiak  Island  than  I  ever  saw  before  in  one  season.  This  year  I  was  late  going  up,  and  sealed  only 
on  Copper  Island  side. 

0.  That  in  September  last  on  my  voyage  home  from  the  Asiatic  side  I  saw  seals  in  mid-ocean 
200  miles  east-south-east  of  Atu  Island. 

7.  That  I  have  seen  every  year  the  seals  in  schools  all  along  the  coast.  When  in  schools  and 
even  in  bands  of  two  and  three  the  seals  are  difficult  to  get,  some  one  or  more  of  the  band  being  always 
on  the  look-out. 

8.  That,  generally,  I  have  taken  more  males  than  females  on  the  coast;  in  fact,  I  remember  no 
year  in  which  I  got  on  the  coast  more  females  than  males.  Most  of  the.  females  would  be  in 
pup  ;  a  number  barren,  that  is,  a  cow  having  neither  pup  nor  milk  in  her,  the  balance  being  young 
females. 

9.  In  Behring  Sea  I  got  more  than  rather  half  females  ;  now  and  then  one  in  pup.  A  majority 
of  the  females  taken  in  the  sea  were  in  milk.  I  have  only  been  in  Behring  Sea  two  seasons.  In  1887 
I  was  seized  with  197  skins,  and  in  1891  I  was  ordered  out  without  having  taken  any  skins. 

10.  When  ordered  out  in  1891  I  was  about  30  miles  northward  of  Unimak  Pass.  I  at  once  sailed 
across  the  sea  westward  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds,  following  a  course  along  the  55th  parallel  north 
latitude.  I  saw  seals  all  the  way  across  to  the  Commander  Islands  ;  some  of  the  seals  were  sleeping, 
otiiers  travelling,  some  east,  some  west — most  of  them  going  east. 

11.  That  male  seals  have  teats,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  the  skins  of  males  from  those  of 
females  by  the  teats.  In  1887,  after  seizure,  my  vessel  was  taken  to  Unalaska.  I  had  on  deck  a 
number  of  male  seals  unskinned.  At  Unalaska  they  were  taken  ashore,  and  the  expert  there,  employed 
by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Compauy,  pronounced  them  females.  It  was  not  till  the  sexual  organs 
were  examined  that  this  expert  would  admit  that  the  seals  were  males. 

12.  That  in  all  my  experience  I  have  known  of  only  two  "  floaters,"  that  is,  seals  dead  on  the 
water.     I  don't  know  the  cause  of  death  in  either  case. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JAMES  W.  TODD. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  James  W.  Todd  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  28th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Produce  of 
British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 
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Affidavit  of  William  A.  Farley. 

I,  WILLIAM  A.  FAELEY,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  make  oath  and  say: — 

That  I  have  been  out  three  years  as  a  seal-hunter  ;  in  189U  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle;"  in  1891  on  the 
"  Carlotta  G.  Cox ;"  and  this  year  in  the  "  Mascotte." 

T  shoot  at  a  seal  when  15  or  20  yards  from  it.  I  was  mate  as  well  as  hunter  this  year,  and  went 
out  in  the  stern-boat  I  lost  no  seals,  but  only  killed  29.  I  got  all  of  them.  I  do  not  examine  seals 
carefully,  but  think  that  in  Behring  Sea  more  females  are  got  than  along  the  coast. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  A.  FAELEY. 

Victoria,  ScpUmhcr  30,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Melville  F.  Otdlen. 

I,  MELVILLE  F.  CULLEX,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  (  'olumbia,  solemnly 
declare  : — 

That  I  have  been  two  years  seal  hunting — last  year  on  the  "  Carmolite  "  and  this  year  on  the 
"  Agnes  Macdonald."  I  was  out  both  years  as  master.  I  went  north  too  late  this  year  to  be  able  to 
form  an  estimate  as  to  whether  there  were  more  or  fewer  seals  this  year.  I  found  seals  175  miles  west. 
of  Pribyloff  Islands  last  year  ;  that  was  as  far  as  I  went.  I  went  to  the  Russian  side  this  year. 
Coming  back  we  saw  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  300  or  400  miles  from  the  Aleutian  Islands  in 
September. 

Last  vear  rnv  vessel  secured  2,400  seals,  and  I  never  heard  the  hunters  speak  of  losing  many. 

(Signed)  MELVILLE  F.  CULLEX. 

Victoria,  September  29,  1892. 


Declaration  of  John  Christian. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  JOHX  CHRISTIAN",  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  sealer, 
do  solemnly  and  sincerely  state  and  declare  as  follows  : — 

I  have  been  sealing  two  years  on  the  Xorth  Pacific  Coast  and  Behring  Sea.  In  1891  I  was  on  the 
"  Ocean  Belle"  as  hunter,  and  in  1892  on  the  "  Mascotte,"  in  the  same  capacity.  In  1891  I  got  303 
seals,  and  this  year  144.  In  1891  I  lost  not  more  than  ten,  principally  seals  I  shot  from  the  schooner, 
and  which  sank  before  I  could  get  a  boat  over  and  reach  them.  In  1892  I  did  not  lose  any,  except  one 
that  slipped  out  of  the  hands  of  one  of  the  boatmen.  A  few  seals  might  have  been  badly  wounded  and 
escaped.     Some  of  these  might  die,  but  the  number  is  very  small. 

I  shoot  sleeping  seals  from  15  to  20  yards,  and  "  travellers  "  and  "  breaching  "  seals  from  20  to  50 
yards'  range.     About  two-thirds,  perhaps  more,  of  the  seals  I  got  were  shot  sleeping. 

In  1891  I  saw  seals  in  greater  numbers  on  Fairweather  Grounds  than  at  other  places.  I  have  seen 
seals  in  bunches,  or  schools,  all  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Blanco  north.  OH' Fairweather  Grounds  the 
schools  were  more  numerous  and  in  larger  numbers.  Seals  in  schools  are  much  harder  to  get  at  than 
when  found  singly.  Some  of  the  seals  in  the  school  are  always  awake,  and  those  awake  warn  those 
asleep.  I  have  seen  seals  on  approach  of  a  boat  go  up  to  seals  asleep  and  strike  or  shove  them  to 
awaken  them.  Sometimes  they  "  breach"'  alongside  the  sleeper  to  wake  it.  Sometimes  we  get  among 
young  seals,  mostly  males,  for  a  day  or  two,  then  among  cows  and  bulls  mixed.  On  the  coast  I  have 
noticed  mure  >almon  food  in  the  stomachs  of  seals  than  anything  else,  but  in  Behring  Sea  it  is  mostly 
squid. 

I  cannot  detect  any  difference  between  seals  on  the  American  and  Asiatic  coasts.  I  have  seen 
seals  in  small  numbers  about  200  miles  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  in  mid-ocean.  This  was  about 
1st  September.     Seals  are  not  so  wild  on  the  Asiatic  side  as  on  this  side. 

On  the  coast  I  got  about  equal  numbers  of  male  and  female,  and  rather  more  females  than  males 
mi  the  Asiatic  side.  I  saw  fewer  seals  this  year  than  last  on  the  coast,  but  nearly  all  hunters  I  have 
talked  with  tell  me  they  saw  more  this  year  than  ever  before. 

I  don't  think  male  seals  have  teats,  but  I  never  examined  them  to  see. 

I  have  never  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water. 

Indian  hunters  now  use  mostly  guns;  a  few  use  spears  still. 

( lows  with  young  are  more  on  the  watch  than  others,  and  much  harder  to  get ;  in  fact,  all  female 
are  harder  to  get  than  males. 

This  year  I  got  four  or  five  old  bulls  ;  most  hunters  get  about  that  number. 

1  have  lead  the  above,  and  have  nothing  more  to  say  that  1  think  of. 

And  I,  John  Christian,  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
true,  and  by  virtue  of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOHX  CHRISTIAN. 
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Signed   and   declared   at   the   city   of  Victoria,    British    Columbia,    this   6th   dav   of    October 
A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea. 

A  Notary  Public,  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 


Declaration  of  Walter  Heay. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  WALTER  HEAY,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal-hunter, 
do  solemnly  and  sincerely  state,  and  declare  as  follows: — 

I  have  been  seal-hunting  six  years  on  the  Pacific  coasts  of  America  and  Asia,  and  in  Behring  Sea 
on  both  sides. 

In  1885  I  was  on  the  "Lily  L.,"  of  San  Francisco,  as  boat-steerer.     In  188G  I  was  on  the 
"Maggie  Mac,"  of  Victoria, as  boat-steerer,     In  1887  I  was  on  the  "Mountain  Chief."     In  1889  I  was 
on  the  "Maggie  Mac;"  also  in  1890 — both  years  as  boat-steerer.     In  1891  on  the  "Annie  C.  Moore, 
as  boat-puller,  and  1892  on  the  "  W.  P.  Sayward,"  as  hunter. 

1  got  this  year  168  seals,  and  lost  by  sinking  not  more  than  15,  all  off  Copper  Island,  and  all 
"  travellers." 

I  did  not  wound  more  than  five,  some  of  which  may  have  died. 

Sleepers  I  shoot  at  from  15  to  20  yards'  range,  and  "travellers"  from  25  to  50  yards'  range.  Over 
two-thirds  of  the  seals  I  got  were  sleepers. 

I  saw  more  seals  on  Fairweather  Ground  in  May  than  anywhere  else  this  year,  and  in  1890  saw 
seals  in  greatest  number  on  Shoo-Fly  Banks,  about  100  miles  off  Cross  Sound. 

Some  days  I  have  got  mostly  cows,  others  young  bulls,  but  generally  find  them  mixed  up — all 
ages  of  both  sexes — the  farther  south  the  more  mixed,  but  north  of  Fairweather  Grounds  the 
different  kinds  seem  to  separate  in  large  bands.  From  Cape  Blanco  to  Fairweather  Grounds  I  have 
seen  seals  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  except  old  bulls,  in  schools.  I  don't  think  old  bulls  go 
far  south;  I  never  saw  any  old  bulls  south  of  Baker  Island.  Seals  in  schools  are  hard  to  get;  there 
is  one  fellow  always  keeping  watch.  If  a  boat  gets  within  200  yards  of  a  school,  the  fellow  on  watch 
"  bleats  "  and  rushes  among  the  sleepers,  jumping  upon  them,  and  in  two  oi  three  minutes  the  whole 
school  disappears. 

On  the  coast  the  seals  eat  principally  salmon,  in  Behring  Sea  principally  squid. 

I  don't  see  any  difference  between  seals  on  Copper  Island  side  and  the  American  side,  except  that 
they  are  a  little  darker  on  the  breast  and  belly,  and  a  little  tamer. 

In  1890,  about  300  miles  westward  of  Queen  Charlotte  Island,  I  saw  quite  a  number  of  young 
seals  sleeping. 

This  year  there  were  more  seals  on  the  coast  than  ever  before  in  my  six  years'  experience. 

My  catch  this  year  was  over  two-thirds  young  bulls,  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  barren  cows,  the 
rest  with  voung.  The  hunters  I  was  with  in  former  years  generally  got  about  that  number  of  barren 
cows.     They  generally  travel  with  young  bulls. 

Male  seals  have  teats,  but  they  don't  show  as  plain  as  cows. 

I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water  in  Behring  Sea.  The  bull  gets  right  on  top  of  the 
cow,  whose  head  is  just  out  of  water.  The  bull  keeps  squealing ;  I  have  seen  them  in  this  position 
upwards  of  five  minutes.  If  the  bull  is  killed  first  the.  cow  goes  away,  but  if  the  cow  is  killed  first, 
the  bull  stays  around,  and  is  often  got  too. 

Indian  hunters  use  guns  more  than  they  used  to,  and  fewer  use  spears  every  year. 

Pregnant  females  are  not  so  easy  to  get  as  other  seals.  They  don't  sleep  good — seem  always 
awake  and  watching. 

All  seals  on  the  coast  are  not  nearly  so  tame  as  they  used  to  be,  but  there  are  more  of  them. 

New-born  pups  swim  if  thrown  into  the  water.  I  remember  one  that  I  took  from  a  cow  and 
threw  overboard  that  swum  after  our  boat  for  over  an  hour.  It,  however,  made  so  much  noise  that  I 
caught  it  again  and  killed  it,  as  it  interfered  with  our  hunting. 

I  have  read  over  the  above,  and  declare  that  I  have  nothing  further  to  say  on  seal-hunting,  and 
that  I  have  voluntarily  made  this  statement. 

And  I,  Walter  Heay,  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true, 
and  by  virtue  of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WALTER  HEAY. 

Signed  and  declared  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  this  6th  day  of  October,  A.D.  1892, 
before  me. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Beiaea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  ana  for  tne  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
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Declaration  of  Matthew  McGrath. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria, 

I,  MATTHEW  McGRATH,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  and  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare : — 

1.  That  I  was  this  year  engaged  as  hunter  on  the  sealing-schooner  "  Geneva,"  and  that  on  that 
vessel  sealed  from  the  Columbia  River  north  along  the  Alaskan  coast,  and  then  went  to  the  Asiatic 
side  of  Behring  Sea. 

2.  I  secured  this  year  174  skins  and  lost  3  seals  that  I  killed  and  could  not  secure  before  they 
sank.  I  did  not  wound  more  than  5  or  6  badly  enough  to  cause  their  deaths  afterwards,  and  am  not 
sure  that  any  I  so  wounded  would  die. 

3.  More  than  half,  I  think,  of  the  seals  I  took  on  the  coast  this  year  were  females,  and  the  same 
is  true  of  the  seals  taken  on  the  Asiatic  side. 

4.  I  saw  seals  in  small  schools  this  year,  but  a  seal  is  harder  to  get  when  one  of  even  a  small 
school  than  when  it  is  alone. 

5.  I  shoot  at  seals  when  20  or  30  yards  from  them,  seldom,  if  ever,  more  than  30  yards  away,  but 
at  sleeping  seals  at  much  shorter  range. 

6.  I  took  seals  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  this  year,  and  saw  many  others,  but  I  could 
not  see,  and  do  not  believe  there  is  any  difference  between  the  animals  frequenting  the  two  places. 

7.  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
'  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed^  MATTHEW  McGRATH. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Victoria  this  14th  day  of  ,  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

Attorney  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 

British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Captain  Albert  C.  Folger. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CAPTAIX  ALBERT  C.  FOLGER,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

2.  This  is  the  first  season  for  nineteen  years  that  I  have  not  been  out,  either  sealing  or  otter- 
hunting. 

3.  I  was  first  six  years  sea-otter  hunting,  sailing  from  San  Francisco.  We  did  not  kiU  many  seals 
then,  as  they  were  not  of  much  value  at  that  time. 

4.  In  1882  I  went  to  Japan,  and  ever  since  then  have  been  seal-hunting,  not  otter-hunting  at  all. 
We  sailed  from  Yokohama,  followed  the  seals  right  up  to  the  Commander  Islands.  At  that  time  we 
used  only  rifles,  but  we  then  could  shoot  as  well  with  rifles  as  hunters  now  do  with  shot-guns;  we 
learned  to  use  the  rifle  well  when  otter-hunting  for  seasons.  I  sailed  for  the  Liebes  firm  of  San 
Francisco,  and  it  was  that  firm  that  sent  me  to  Japan;  they  had  two  vessels  sailing  from  Yokohama, 
supposed  to  be  sea-otter  hunting,  but  they  were  sealing.  This  firm  has  since  claimed  that  they  never 
had  vessels  sealing,  but  I  know  that  they  took  seals,  not  only  in  the  water,  but  on  the  shore  as  well. 
I  would  not  like  to  say  where. 

5.  In  1882  there  was  a  fleet  of  thirteen  schooners  sealing  on  the  Japan  coast;  they  were  mostly 
under  different  flags.  A  good  many  of  them  were  seized  by  the  Russians  under  the  charge  of  raiding, 
but  the  charge  could  not  be  proved,  and  one  of  them  was  not  near  the  islands  at  all;  five  were  seized, 
I  think.  The  "Helena,"  one  of  the  vessels,  was  seized  when  16  miles  from  the  Siberian  coast;  no 
redress  was  ever  got. 

6.  Besides  the  rookeries  on  the  Commander  Islands  and  Robben  Reef  I  know  of  hauling-out 
places — not  rookeries — one  place  was  a  little  island  called  Racoky,  right  in  the  middle  of  the  Kurile 
group.  Vessels  went  there  every  year  sea-otter  and  sea-lion  hunting,  and  no  seals  had  ever  been  seen 
there,  but  in  1886,  when  on  the  "Penelope,"  Captain  Miner,  we  were  surprised  to  find  thousands  of 
seals  hauled  out  there.  I  had  been  at  this  place  for  the  three  previous  seasons — there  must  have  been 
12,000  or  15,000  seals — among  them  700  or  800  pups.  We  took  4,000  skins,  and  had  not  salt  to  cure 
more.  The  story  got  about  in  Yokohama,  and  an  owner  of  a  schooner  in  Yokohama  telegraphed 
Hakodate  to  a  captain  there  of  the  schooner  "Diana,"  and  that  vessel  went  to  the  island  and  got  about 
1,500  skins.  We  went  there  the  next,  year ;  the  whole  fleet  agreed  that  we  would  not  go  there  until 
July  so  as  to  give  the  seals  a  chance  to  come  ashore,  but  one  captain  went  then,  and  not  knowing  the 
habit  of  the  seals,  began  to  kill  them  as  they  came  ashore ;  he  soon  had  them  frightened,  and  none 
would  land ;  that  faU  I  came  over  to  this  side. 

7.  Captain  Snow — in  187'.)  I  think  it  was — found  seals  on  Mooshir  Rocks.  I  and  all  the  other 
hunters  had  been  there  the  year  before  and  other  years,  but  never  saw  seals.  The  whole  fleet  went 
there  the  next  year,  but  in  the  meantime  the  Japs  had  got  those  islands  from  the  Russians  and  had 
landed  men  on  every  one  that  seals  had  ever  been  heard  of  on,  and  we  got  none.     I  went  later  in  the 
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season  to  Eobbeu  Eeef  in  the  "  Adele ;"  there  were  eleven  schooners  there,  and  altogether  we  got 
3,800  seals ;  we  killed  them  all,  or  drove  them  away. 

8.  It  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  make  a  raid  if  it  is  gone  about  properly.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to 
go  quietly  to  the  seals  and  drive  a  few  of  them  to  one  side,  and  then  go  back  for  more  when  they  are 
killed.  I  know  a  captain  who  had  found  a  rock  in  the  Japan  seas  on  which  there  were  seals,  but  he 
never  could  find  it  again. 

9.  I  know  from  the  experience  I  have  had  that  it  is  a  common  thing  on  that  side  for  seals  to  haul 
out  on  new  grounds,  and  every  schooner  always  made  a  point  of  stopping  at  every  barren  rock  to  have 
a  look  for  seals.  _  I  have  always  thought  that  seals  hauled  out  on  the  Alaskan  coast  in  this  way,  but 
never  succeeded  in  finding  the  place. 

10.  Before  Alaskan  Commercial  Company  got  the  Pribyloff  Islands  there  was  a  rookery  on 
the  south  side  of  Unimak  Island.  A  man  told  me  this  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  said  that  the 
passage  between  there  and  the  mainland  must  have  got  blocked  with  ice  in  a  manner  to  allow  the  bears 
to  get  across,  for  they  were  found  there,  and  have  since  increased  wonderfully.  Bears  are  fonder  of 
seals  than  any  other  food.  I  know  that  the  people  of  Attu  and  Atka  are  not  native  there ;  they  were 
taken  there  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  sea-otter. 

11.  At  Neah  Bay  in  1879  I  saw  a  bitch  nursing  two  pups  that  had  been  cut  from  their  mother; 
the  bitch  did  not  seem  to  know  the  difference  between  them  and  puppies.  I  was  there  a  month  or  six 
weeks,  and  they  were  still  alive  and  doing  well  when  I  left  them  ;  it  has  always  been  a  mystery  to  me 
whether  a  mother  nursed  her  own  young  ones,  or  any  that  wanted  to  nurse.  When  we  were  on  Eobben 
Eeef  I  used  to  see  the  pups  crawling  around  the  females  when  they  came  ashore,  but  I  couldn't  tell  if 
they  nursed  from  their  own  mothers. 

12.  I  more  than  once  made  raids  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  when  I  sailed  from  San  Francisco,  and 
know  of  other  vessels  having  done  so.  We  understood  just  how  to  work,  and  there  was  no  chance  of 
its  being  known  that  we  had  been  there.  We  would  go  ashore  and  quietly  drive  the  seals  down  to  the 
edge  of  the  water,  as  near  the  water  as  possible,  so  that  the  tide  or  waves  would  wash  the  blood  away. 
We  would  have  the  boats  right  at  the  spot,  and  would  take  the  seals  on  board  as  fast  as  they  were 
killed  ;  we  never  left  anything  that  could  show  we  had  been  there,  picking  up  the  slightest  bit  of 
stick.  Two  of  us — two  schooners — lay  at  anchor  35  miles  off  St.  Paul;  we  were  there  six  weeks; 
when  it  got  dark  we  would  run  in  to  " North-east  Point " — we  were  anchored  on  the  east  side;  we 
chose  that  place  because  when  there  was  surf  on  one  side  of  the  point  there  might  not  be  on  the  other. 
while  the  other  rookeries  could  only  be  approached  from  one  side.  We  never  stayed  ashore  each  time 
over  two  or  three  hours,  as  we  wanted  to  get  out  of  sight  of  the  island  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
people  on  the  island  never  knew  we  went  there,  and  don't  know  to  this  day.  We  anchored  there  once 
from  the  middle  cf  June  until  after  the  cutter  left  in  September,  going  in  whenever  the  weather  suited. 
We  once  ran  in  too  near  the  village  and  saw  a  cutter  there,  and  went  away  again,  but  we  found  the 
coast  clear  the  next  night,  and  got  about  500  skins.  We  could  see  the  light  at  the  village.  We 
knew  very  well  the  natives  did  not  keep  a  good  watch.  We  got  about  2,000  skins  that  year  off  the 
island. 

13.  I  was  at  Eobben  Eeef  at  the  time  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  sent  a  vessel  there — the 
"  Leon,"  Captain  Blair— to  destroy  the  seals.  They  had  tried  their  best  to  protect  the  island,  but  we 
were  too  much  for  them.  We  had  the  guard  in  our  pay,  and  when  the  "  Leon,"  which  had  been  sent 
there  to  guard  the  place,  would  go  away,  lights  would  be  put  out,  and  we  would  come  over  from  Cape 
Patience  where  we  had  men  on  the  look-out  constantly,  or  if  we  got  impatient  the  fastest  sealer  in  the 
fleet  would  go  there  and  be  chased  by  the  "  Leon  "  (a  sailing-vessel),  and  the  others  would  make  the 
raid ;  we  worked  together,  and  the  schooners  would  divide  up. 

The  reason  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  put  their  stamp  on  all  the  money  used  by  them  was 
that  they  learned  we  had  men  on  shore  in  our  pay.  The  only  tiling  the  natives  would  take  was  sugar 
and  silver,  and  the  Company  would  allow  no  silver  to  be  used  but  what  was  stamped.  This  was  on 
the  Commander  Islands.  The  time  1  spoke  of  above  when  the  "Leon"  could  not  protect  the  Eobben 
Eeef,  they  determined  not  to  let  us  have  the  skins,  and  Captain  Blair  killed  all  he  could  get  at. 
Captain  Blair  told  me  himself  that  he  killed  3,500.  They  did  not  skin  them ;  they  cut  them  up  the 
back  and  cut  them  across,  and  left  them  rotting  there.  I  and  many  other  men  went  to  work  and 
buried  them  so  that  the  seals  might  come  back ;  they  would  come  right  back  that  year. 

14.  I  have  read  carefully  everything  that  is  written  above  and  declare  that  it  is  all  true. 

15.  I  believe  that  the  seals  ought  to  be  protected,  but  I  and  all  other  United  States'  hunters  I 
have  talked  with  believe  that  it  is  not  right  that  a  Company  should  have  all  the  seals ;  we  say,  let  the 
Government  do  the  protecting,  and  give  every  man  a  chance  to  make  an  honest  hvmg. 

16.  Major  Williams  sent  for  me  last  spring  several  times  by  a  man  named  Dillon,  whom  I  knew 
to  be  in  the  employ  of  the  "United  States'  Government.  I  went  to  the  Driard  Hotel,  and  after  waiting 
there  for  an  hour  or  two  my  evidence  was  not  taken. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  C.  FOLGEE 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Albert  C.  Folger  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of 'British  Columbia,  this 
8th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Second  Declaration  of  Captain  Albert  C.  Folgcr. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CAPTAIN  ALBERT  C.  FOLGEE,  at  present  of  the  city  0f  Victoria  and  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  That  while  1  at  present  reside  in  Victoria,  I  owe  my  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of 
America. 

2.  I  have  hunted  sea-otter  and  fur-seal  for  nineteen  years,  five  voyages  being  made  from  Yokohama 
towards  the  northward  along  the  Japan  coast  in  search  of  these  animals,  as  is  more  set  forth  in  another 
solemn  declaration  made  by  me. 

3.  During  that  time  I  prospected  the  whole  of  the  islands  of  the  Kurile  group  in  search  of  fur- 
seal,  and  made  many  voyages  up  and  down  the  coast,  and  have  very  often  many  times  during  each 
summer.  I  voyaged  from  the  Kurile  group  to  the  Commander  Islands  and  back  again — this  was  in 
1879,  and  the  years  immediately  following  or  preceding  that  year  we  used  to  leave  San  Francisco  in 
March,  and  would  be  back  there  in  September. 

4.  During  the  whole  five  seasons  I  was  on  the  Japan  coast  I  never  saw  seals  at  sea  other  than  a 
scattered  few  here  and  there,  and  we  never  saw  them  in  anything  Eke  the  numbers  I  saw  them  on  this 
coast  a  few  years  later  on.  I  am  told  they  are  now  to  be  found  on  the  Japan  coast — whether  the 
seals  formerly  went  to  the  Commander  Islands  by  way  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  or  not  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  have  heard  that  seals  used  to  haul  out  on  one  of  the  Aleutian  Islands — Atka,  I  think — and  that 
white  men  paid  the  natives  to  drive  the  seals  away,  and  they  were  given  stuff  to  put  on  the  water  that 
would  look  like  fire  and  so  frighten  the  seals.  I  know  of  places  in  the  North  Pacific  where  seals  are 
to  be  found  in  abundance,  but  whether  these  seals  go  to  the  Commander  Islands  or  the  Pribyloff 
Islands  there  is  no  way  of  telling.  I  remember  when  near  an  island  called  Midway  Island,  northward 
of  the  Sandwich,  seeing  them  in  great  numbers,  such  that  had  I  been  pelagic  sealing  I  would  have 
thought  it  worth  while  stopping  to  hunt  them,  but  we  were  anxious  to  get  to  Yokohama.  These  seals 
are  as  likely  to  go  to  the  Commander  Islands  as  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  it  seems  to  me  very  probable 
that  the  seals  from  the  American  Islands  and  those  from  the  Asiatic  Islands  may  mingle  there.  I 
mean  that  those  that  go  farthest  south  on  both  sides  very  likely  mix  there. 

5.  I  have  seen  Eskimo  wearing  clothes  made  of  fur-seal  skins  when  north  of  Behring  Straits  when 
trading  there,  and  I  once  saw  a  fur-seal  lassoed  when  north  of  East  Cape,  and  on  the  same  cruize  the 
captain  in  my  presence  shot  a  fur-seal  from  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  a  boat  was  lowered,  and  the  al 
was  got.  The  mate  also  shot  them.  I  don't  know  where  these  seals  came  from,  but  am  sure  they 
were  fur-seals.     I  have  known  fur-seals  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

6.  I  solemnly  declare  that  all  the  statements  written  down  herein  are  correct,  and  that  I  have 
read  them  carefully,  and  have  received  no  consideration  for  the  evidence  I  have  given. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  C.  EOLGEP. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Albert  C.  Forger  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  City  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
8th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Third  Declaration  of  Captain  Albert  C.  Folger. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CAPTAIN  ALBEET  C.  FOLGEE,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  sea-otter  or  seal  hunting  the  past  nineteen  years,  except  last  year. 

2.  I  consider  that  I  was  the  first  white  man  who  hunted  seals  on  this  coast.  The  Indians  said 
that  a  white  man  couldn't  kill  seals,  but  I  said  what  an  Indian  could  do  a  white  man  could. 

I  was  out  first  in  1880  on  the  "  Udora,"  a  San  Francisco  vessel.  We  used  muzzle-loading  shot- 
guns. We  did  not  get  many  seals  that  year.  The  next  year  I  hunted  on  the  schooner  "Triumph,"  a 
small  vessel ;  we  used  the  same  kind  of  guns.  We  did  not  get  many  seals,  as  we  were  poorly  armed; 
I  went  to  the  Japan  coast  in  1882,  in  February,  and  hunted  there,  and  came  back  in  1886.  after  the 
season.  In  November  we  got  here.  In  1887  I  was  out  on  the  "  Mary  Ellen,"  in  1888  the  :'  Penelope  " 
for  the  spring,  and  the  "  Maggie  Mac  "  for  the  summer.  In  1889  and  1890  I  was  on  the  "  Penelope  " 
as  master.  I  was  a  hunter  on  the  other  vessels.  Last  year  I  was  on  the  "  Annie  C.  Moore  "  as  a 
hunter. 

4.  Last  year,  out  of  about  400  seals,  I  did  not  lose  five.  I  never  have  lost  many  seals,  because  if  I 
cannot  get  close  enough  to  be  sure  of  them,  I  don't  shcot  at  all. 

5.  I  have  never  'counted  the  males  and  females  I  killed,  and  do  not  know  how  many  of  either  I 
killed,  or  in  what  proportion  they  were. 
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6.  I  have  seen  seals  travelling  in  schools,  hundreds  together,  but  it  is  impossible  to  get  within 
300  yards  of  them,  and  all  would  start  "  br< hing,"  and  go  away. 

7.  I  have  killed  thousands  of  seals  on  the  Japan  coast  and  on  this  side,  and  there  is  no  difference 
between  them  ;  none  of  the  men  I  hunted  with  could  tell  them  apart.  I  don't  believe  that  any  man 
could  bell  thriii  apart. 

8.  1  have  been  much  about  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  in  thick  weather  it  is  hard  to  tell  where  we 
arc,  and  we  drift  a  little.      1  noticed  that  the  currents  drifted  us  to  the  southward,  as  a  rule. 

0.  If  seals  were  protected  on  the  rookeries  there  would  be  no  danger  of  exterminating  them  as 
long  as  they  have  the  islands  to  go  to  and  are  looked  after  there. 

10.  I  know  that  male  seals  after  they  are  a  few  years  old  have  teats,  but  I  never  noticed  the  young 
seals  ;  perhaps  they  may  have. 

11.  I  have  hundreds  of  times  seen  seals  attempting  to  have  connection  with  one  another,  but  would 
not  swear  that  they  actually  succeeded  in  having  proper  connection  with  one  another.  There  is  a  class 
of  seals  of  a  larger  size  than  those  usually  killed  by  the  Company  on  shore,  that  do  not  haul  out  with 
the  young  males,  and  are  not  allowed  on  the  rookeries  by  the  old  bulls;  these  are  the  seals  that 
attempt  to  serve  the  females,  and  I  have  heard  people  say  that  they  had  seen  them  actually  do  it,  but  I 
would  not  swear  that  1  had. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  C.  FOLGER. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Albert  C.  Folger  before  me,  a  Notarv  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  Uritish  Columbia,  this  8th 
day  of  November,  a.d.  1S92. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Bf.lyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Produce 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Charles  Peters. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CHARLES  PETERS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemn 
declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  1  am  a  mariner. 

2.  I  have  been  five  years  connected  with  the  sealing  business. 

3.  Last,  year  (1891)  I  was  mate  of  the  "  Mascotte,"  and  this  year  (1892)  mate  of  the  "  Oscar  an 
Hattie." 

4.  Seals  were  fully  as  plentiful  this  year  as  last  on  the  coast. 

5.  I  have  found  more  females  than  males  in  both  years. 

G.  In  the  latter  part  of  September  1891  I  saw  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands  shoals 
of  seal  pups  ;  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  were  of  that  year  or  year  before. 

7.  In  Bristol  Lay  in  September  1891  the  hunters  of  the  "Mascotte  "  got  a  number  of  seals. 

8.  I  was  on  Copper  Island  side  this  year.  I  got  more  males  there  than  females  in  proportion  to 
the  number  caught  than  on  Pribyloff  Islands  side. 

9.  Last  November,  in  returning  from  the  Copper  Island  side,  I  saw  seals  from  there  to  400  miles 
from  Vancouver  Island  coast. 

10.  I  never  examined  male  seals  to  see  if  they  had  teats. 

11.  I  never  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  but  I  have  heard  others  say  they  did. 

12.  If  there  was  a  Chart  showing  plenty  of  soundings,  I  would  be  able,  from  my  knowledge  of 
navigation,  to  tell  the  distance  from  islands  in  Behring  Sea. 

13.  I  was  guard  on  Otter  Island  in  1882 ;  seals  occasionally  came  and  hauled  out  on  the  beach. 
And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 

of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHAS.  PETERS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Peters  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  8th  day  of 
November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  awl  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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]>,  claration  of  Henry  Paxton. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  HENRY  PAXTON",  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada, 
master  mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  That  I  have  been  thirteen  yeai  3  ealing  on  the  coast  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  and  have  been 
three  times  or  seasons  in  the  Behring  Sea. 

2.  That  I  have  never  been  out  with  white  hunters;  always  with  Indians. 

3.  In  former  years  the  Indians  used  the  spear  entirely,  but  for  the  last  live  or  six  years  they  have 
used  the  gun  a  good  deal,  and  the  use  of  the  gun  is  rapidly  throwing  the  spear  into  disuse. 

4.  That  the  pasl  season,  1892,  on  the  coast  between  Destruction  Island,  aboul  60  miles  south  of 
Cape  Flattery,  and  Cape  Scott,  the  north-west  point  of  Vancouver  Island,  I  saw  more  seals  than  1  saw 
-in  any  other  season  in  my  experience.  The  largest  bodies  of  seals  I  saw  this  year  were  off  Ohsett, 
15  miles  south  of  Cape  Flattery,  off  Clayquot  Sound,  Cape  Beale,  and  Esperanza  Inlet.  At  these 
places  the  schools  or  bands  numbered  from  25  to  200  and  ."00. 

5.  That  at  all  these  places  when  I  was  there  the  weather  was  bail,  ami  I  got  few  seals.  The 
hunters  always  do  better  among  scattered  seals  than  in  the  schools.  When  in  schools  some  of  the 
seals  are  always  awake  and  on  the  move,  and  when  a  canoe  comes  up  the  sleepers  are  awakened  by 
these,  and  the  whole  body  moves  away. 

6.  I.ast  year,  in  the  Behring  Sea,  my  hunters  got  330  seals.  Most  of  these  were  young  bulls. 
This  year  on  the  coast  they  got  139,  and  there  were  only  about  20  females  in  the  lot. 

7.  That  male  seals  have  teats,  and  male  and  female  skins  cannot  be  told  apart  by  the  teats. 

8.  That  in  my  thirteen  years'  sealing  I  have  known  of  only  five  or  six  dead  seals  being  found. 
One  or  two  I  found  myself,  and  the  rest  my  hunters  got.  I  did  not  examine  them  to  see  what  had 
killed  them.     I  supposed  they  had  been  shot  by  hunters  and  lost. 

9.  That  in  the  winter  of  1889  and  1890,  in  the  months  of  December  and  January,  I  was  trading 
between  Cape  Mudge,  through  Johnston  Straits,  to  Knight's  Inlet.  In  both  years  I  got  fur-seals  all 
along  Johnston  Straits  in  December  and  January.  The  seals  were  all  young — from  yearlings  to 
3-year  olds.  The  Indians  get  seals  in  Johnston  Straits  every  winter,  especially  at  Nawatti,  where  there 
is  a  regular  sealing  ground  every  winter. 

10.  These  Johnston  Straits  seals  are  identical  with  the  coast  and  Behring  Sea  seals. 

11.  I  believe  there  are  as  many  seals  in  the  water  off  the  coast  now  as  there  has  ever  been.  I 
believe  the  slaughter  on  the  rookeries  is  more  likely  to  exterminate  the  seals  than  deep-sea  sealing. 
I  am  convinced  that  less  than  one  seal  out  of  a  thousand  is  killed  on  the  coast,  and  if  more  females 
than  males  are  killed  on  the  coast  it  is  because  of  the  slaughter  of  bulls — principally  young  bulls — on 
the  rookeries.  Stop  the  killing  on  the  rookeries,  give  the  seals  a  chance  to  breed  wherever  they  will 
without  being  disturbed,  and  the  herd  could  not  be  exterminated  by  open  sea  sealing. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths.''' 

( Signed)  HEXPY  PAXTON. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Henry  Taxton  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  1.3th  day 
of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Aethuk  L.  Bei.ye.v, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  ft  r  tin  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  George  Heater. 

Dominion  of  Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

1,  GEOBGE  HEATER,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  1  have  been  seal  hunting  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  America  three  years. 

In  1890  1  was  "ii  ilc  ■'  Sapphire"  as  a  seaman  and  baat-steerer.  In  1891  I  was  master  of  the 
"Rosie  Olsen."  and  in  L892  I  was  master  of  the  "Ainoko." 

2.  That  in  1891  I  got  25  seals  at  odd  times  by  shooting  from  the  schooner  or  going  out  in  the 
Stern  boat.  1  lost  2  by  sinking  m  getting  the  25.  This  year  1  got  m  the  same  way  28  seals,  but  did 
not  lose  any. 

3.  In  1891  the  "Rosie  Olsen  gol  about  300  seals  on  the  coast.  A  large  majority  <>f  these  were 
young  bulls.  This  year  the  "Ainolco"  gol  750  seals  on  the  coast,  about  one-third  cows ;  most  ot  the 
old  cows  were  in  pup,  but  some  were  barren. 

4.  That  in  both  1891  and  1892  I  was  behind  the  body  of  the  seals  going  north,  and  did  not  see  so 
many  seals  onthe  lower  coast  as  up  about  the  59th  parallel  north.     About  that  latitude  and  143°  west 


93 

longitude  this  year  I  saw  immense  numbers  of  seals.  I  was  among  them  for  eight  days  before  T  got 
any,  on  account  of  rough  weather.  The  sea  for  miles  was  covered  with  schools  numbering  from  thirty 
to  fifty,  often  many  more. 

5.  In  L890  1  was  in  Behring  Sea  a  full  season  on  the  "Sapphire."  The  greater  part  of  her  catch 
in  the  sea  that  year  was  males.  1  remember  of  two  cows  in  pup  and  a  number  in  milk,  but  I  cannot 
give  the  number. 

6.  I  have  always  had  Indian  hunters;  they  used  both  spear  and  gun.  Very  few  seals— not  any 
to  my  knowledge — wore  lost  by  my  hunters,  either  when  speared  or  shot. 

7.  That  I  have  never  got  more  than  half-a-dozen  old  bulls  in  a  season's  catch;  they  stay  on  land 
till  late  in  the  fall,  and  go  back  early  the  next  spuing. 

8.  That  in  1890  in  Behring  Sea  a  hunter  picked  up  a  dead  seal  floating.  It  had  been  dead  a  day 
or  two  from  a  gun-shot.     That  is  the  only  "  floater  "  I  have  ever  seen. 

9.  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  in  either  of  the  previous  years  I  was  out,  and  all 
the  captains  and  hunters  I  have  talked  with  say  the  same.  My  Indian  hunters  said  they  had  never 
seen  so  many  seals  on  the  coast  as  this  year.  The  seals  this  year  all  along  the  coast  were  bunched, 
that  is,  in  schools  or  bands.  They  were  hard  to  get  when  found  this  way.  Hunters  like  best  to  get 
among  scattered  seals,  not  more  than  two  or  three  together;  the  seals  then  are  mostly  asleep,  and  are 
easily  approached. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judiciai  Oaths." 

(Signed)  GEOEGE  HEATER. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  George  Heater  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  15th  day 
of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Artiu'ij  L   Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Albert  J.  Bertram. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  ALBERT  J.  BERTRAM,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the   Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  sealing  for  the  past  six  years. 

2.  That  during  the  past  four  years  1  have  been  engaged  as  a  hunter. 

3.  During   the    season    of   1889   I   was    on   board  the  schooner   "Annie  C.  Moore,"  and   killed 
352  seals. 

4.  That  during  the  whole  season  of  1889  I  only  lost  twenty- one  seals  by  sinking. 

5.  During  the  season  of  1890  I  was  on  board  the  schoouer  "  Penelope,"  and:°secured  192  seal- 
skins. 

6.  That  during  the  whole  season  of  1890  I  only  lost  fifteen  seals  by  sinking. 

7.  During  the  season  of  1891  I  was  on  board  the  schooner  "  Maggie  Mac,"  and  secured  110  seal- 
skins on  the  coast. 

8.  During  the   season  of    1892   I   was    on    board   the    schooner   "Penelope,"    and    secured    331 
seal-kins. 

9.  That  during  the  whole  season  of  1892  I  only  lost  twelve  seals  by  sinking. 

10.  I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  on  all  parts  of  the  coast. 

11.  It  is  very  hard  to  shoot  seals  when  they  are  in  schools. 

12.  In  April  last  we  went  to  Japan,  and  then  towards  Copper  Island. 

13.  The  seals  look  larger  there,  but  otherwise  I  see  no  difference  between  them  and  the  seal  on 
this  side. 

14.  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  I  ever  saw  on  any  previous  year  since  I  have  been 
sealing. 

1 5.  On  the  coast  the  seals  are  about  equally  divided  as  to  sex,  and  it  was  the  same  in  Behring  Sea 
the  years  I  hunted  there. 

16.  I  have  noticed  that  male  seals  have  teats,  and  do  not  think  that  the  sexes  could  be  distinguished 
by  the  skins. 

17.  1  have  never  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  but  have  frequently  seen  a  pair  together,  and 
have  killed  them  both. 

18.  I  nearly  always  secure  both  when  I  kill  the  cow  first,  as  the  bull  will  not  go  away,  but  will 
remain  near  the  place  where  the  cow  was  killed. 

19.  We  did  not  secure  many  old  bulls. 

20.  I  have  killed  five  old  bulls  during  the  time  I  have  been  engaged  in  seal  hunting. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  J.  BERTRAM. 
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Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Albert  J.  Bertram  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
ued,  and    residing   and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  iu   the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  11th  day  of  November,  a.i>.  L892. 

iied)  AfiTHUB    L.    BELYEA, 

./  Notary  PvMic  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Xids  Bonde. 

Dominion  of  Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of"  Vicioria, 

1,  NIELS  BONDE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  iu  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  able  seaman,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  out  four  years  ou  sealing-schooners  from  Victoria:  in  1887  on  the  "Kate,"  in 
1S88  on  the  "  ,"  in  1889  on  the  "  Kate,"  in  Behring  Sea,  and  in  1890  on  the  "  Pathfinder."  I 
never  limited  myself,  and  was  only  one  year  in  a  hunting  boat,  that  is,  I  was  boat-steerer  ou  the 
"Pathfinder." 

2.  That  on  each  of  said  vessels  I  had  more  or  less  to  do  with  skinning  the  seals,  and  would  say  that 
about  60  per  cent,  on  the  coast  were  females,  and  about  50  per  cent,  females  in  Behring  Sea.  1  distinguish 
the  male  skin  from  the  female  by  the  absence  of  teats.     Any  skin  I  saw  teats  on  I  called  a  female. 

3.  That  I  have  never  been  ashore  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  nor  at  any  other  place  along  the  coast, 
except  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island.  I  have  heard  that  seals  haul  out  on  the  Pribyloff 
Islands,  Copper  Island,  and  Ilobben  Island;  there  maybe  other  places,  but  I  don't  know  anything 
about  it. 

4.  That  when  on  the  "Pathfinder"  I  was  part  of  the  season  with  a  good  hunter  and  part  with  a 
poor  hunter.  The  good  hnnter  got  nearly  all  the  seals  he  fired  at ;  1  am  sure  he  did  not  sink  more 
than  three  while  I  was  with  him.  The  poor  hunter  missed  about  half  of  those  he  fired  at ;  he  wounded  a 
few7,  which  escaped ;  he  sunk  a  few. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  NIELS  BOXDE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Niels  Bonde  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  iu  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  12th  day 
of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  ABTHUB  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Frank  W.  Adams. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  FPANK  W.  ADAMS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 
solemnly  declare: — ■ 

1.  Thai  1  am  personally  acquainted  with  "Jim,"  or  "Narwassan,"  aPachenah  Indian,  whose  decla- 
ration is  hereto  attached,  marked  (A),  aim  also  with  one  E.  M.  Greenleaf,  who  is  referred  to  in  the  said 
declaration. 

2.  That  in  the  mouth  of  April  1891  I  acted  as  interpreter  between  the  said  Narwassan  and  the 
said  Greenleaf,  when  they  entered  into  an  agreement  under  which  the  said  Greenleaf  was  to  act  as 
navigator  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Mountain  Chief,"  owned  by  Narwassan,  on  a  sealing  voyage  from 
the  west  coasl  to  Bohrhig  Sea. 

:j.  That  the  said  schooner  did  go  to  Behring  Sea  on  said  voyage,  and  about  one  month  after  the 
said  agreement  was  made  I  saw, Greenleaf  back  in  Victoria,  and  saw  him  frequently  after  that  during 
the  summer  on  the  street. 

4.  That  1  know  nearly  every  man  who  goes  sealing  from  Victoria,  and  never,  to  my  knowledge, 
have  I  known  or  heard  of  the  said  Greenleaf  being  out  sealing. 

5.  That,  by  common  reputation,  Greenleaf  is  a  smuggler  and  United  States'  revenue  spy  combined, 
and  has  not  any  fixed  occupation  or  employment  otherwise. 

6.  That  I  interpreted  the  statement  made  by  Narwassan  in  the  declaration  hereto  annexed, 
marked  (A),  from  Chinook  into  English,  and  say  that  the  same  were  truly  and  correctly  interpreted; 
and  that  before  the  said  Narwassan  made  his  mark  thereto  I  read  over  to  him  and  translated  iuto 
Chinook  the  statements  in  said  declaration  contained,  aud  that  he  fully  understood  the  same. 

7.  That  I  have  lived  in  Victoria  all  my  life,  and  understand  Chinook  perfectly. 
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And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  FEANK  WOODMAN  ADAMS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  F.  W.  Adams  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  2nd  clay  of 
November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  mid  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Andrew  McGarva. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

I,  ANDREW  McGARVA,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do 
solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  have  been  sealing  five  seasons,  three  as  a  hunter.  In  1890  I  was  on  the  "  Bessie 
Eatler,"  of  Astoria.  In  1891  I  was  on  the  "  C.  H.  Tupper,"  and  this  year  was  on  the  "  W.  P.  Say- 
ward." 

2.  In  1890  I  took  181  skins,  and  lost  2  by  sinking.  In  1891  I  secured  115,  and  lost  1  by  sinking. 
This  year  I  got  194,  and  lost  11.  The  boat-steerer  was  not  so  good  as  in  other  years,  and  I  account 
for  the  greater  loss  in  that  way.  If  he  had  been  a  good  man  I  would  not  have  lost  more  than 
3  or  4. 

3.  Not  more  than  1  in  50  seals  are  wounded  so  that  they  will  die  afterwards.  It  is  easy  to  tell 
when  a  seal  is  wounded  by  the  blood,  and  it  and  the  bubbles  show  where  it  went  down. 

4.  I  shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  15  to  25  yards  from  it,  and  would  not  shoot  at  a  "traveller" 
when  more  than  90  yards  away. 

5.  I  found  seals  most  abundant  this  year  off  "  Pamplona  Eocks." 

6.  I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  often,  both  south  of  Cape  Flattery  and  north  along  the  coast. 
They  are  more  difficult  to  get  than  when  they  are  single  or  in  twos  and  threes.  When  there  are 
several  together  there  is  generally  one  awake,  and  the  warning  is  then  given  to  the  others. 

7.  I  have  noticed  that  males  and  females  will  often  travel  in  separate  bodies,  but  they  travel  mixed 
together  as  well ;  the  yearlings  are  mixed  with  the  others. 

8.  This  year  I  took  a  great  many  more  males  than  females  ;  the  year  before  they  were  in  about 
equal  numbers,  and  the  year  before  that  I  took  more  females  than  males.  The  males  are  more  easily 
got  than  the  females,  but  old  bulls  are  more  difficult  to  get. 

9.  In  1890  I  gut  more  females  than  males  in  Behring  Sea,  and  on  the  Russian  side  there  were  a 
little  more  than  half  females  this  year. 

10.  The  seals  on  the  Copper  Island  side  are  a  little  darker  in  colour,  I  think,  than  those  on  the 
American  side. 

11.  On  the  way  across,  in  about  latitude  50°,  we  saw  seals  every  fine  day.  I  don't  know  which 
islands  they  belonged  to. 

12.  About  80  miles  off  Copper  Island  we  got  a  few  seals  of  a  lighter  colour,  that  looked  like  those 
on  the  American  side. 

13.  I  saw  more  seals  than  formerly  on  the  coast  this  year,  and  that  is  what  all  the  other  hunters 
have  told  me. 

14.  Seals  are  getting  wilder  now  ;  hunting  them  is  the  cause  of  this. 

15.  I  have  noticed  that  male  seals  have  teats.  I  have  not  examined  all  I  have  taken,  but  know 
that  some  have. 

16.  I  have  never  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water  that  I  am  sure  of,  but  I  have  seen  them 
attempting  to,  and  have  shot  them  both  at  such  a  time.  It  is  cpute  easy  to  get  them  both  then.  Not 
many  old  "  wigs  "  are  killed,  as  they  give  too  much  trouble. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ANDREW  McGARVA. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Andrew  McGarva  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  practising  in  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  31st  day  of 
October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthub  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Sear.) 
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Declaration  of  Frank  G.Warrington. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
( 'it  v  of  Victoria, 

I,  FRANK  G.  WARRINGTON",  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  make  oath  and  say:— 

That  I  have  been  sealing  six  years  ;  five  yi  ars  I  was  a  boat-steerer,  and  tin's  year  a  hunter.  While 
boat-steering  I  had  a  good  opportunity  of  studying  the  habits  of  the  seals,  noting  the  number  lost,  and 
so  on.  I  was  on  the  "  Teresa  "  this  year,  but  we  were  behind  the  seals  and  did  not  do  much.  I  got 
103  seals  myself,  and  lust  by  sinking  in  or  12,  I  think,  but  I  never  kept  count  of  them.  I  sunk  more 
than  any  one  else  on  board  the  "  Teresa."  This  year  on  the  lower  coast  I  did  not  see  as  many  seals  as 
in  former  years,  but  we  were  behind  them.  J'>ut  when  we  got  up  on  the  Fairweather  Grounds  I  saw 
more  than  ever  before.  Last  year  I  saw  seals  as  plentiful,  or  more  so,  than  ever  before,  and  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  get  them ;  the  seals  were  in  schools,  and  it  was  impossible  to  get  at  them.  One  day  this 
year,  \\  hen  on  the  Fairweather  Grounds,  1  saw  thousands  of  seals,  but  could  do  nothing  with  them,  and 
got  onlv  one  skin.  From  my  own  observation  I  would  saw  that  there  are  as  many  or  more  seals  this 
year  as  in  any  other  year,  and  all  the  hunters  I  have  talked  with  say  the  same.  There  are  very  few 
seals  that  are  badly  wounded  and  escape,  for  when  a  seal  is  wounded  it  is  followed  and  soon  caught  if 
it  is  badly  wounded.  Generally,  the  cows  and  bulls  are  found  together,  but  sometimes  all  bulls  are 
found,  and  sometimes  all  cows. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  a  seal  when  they  travel  in  schools ;  one  will  start  the  others,  and  all 
will  get  away. 

1  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water  ;  they  were  holding  one  another  with  their  flippers,  ami 
were  standing  straight  up  and  down  in  the  water.  I  have  been  in  the  boat  with  hunters  who  shot  both 
seals  when  they  were  doing  this.  If  the  female  is  shot  first,  the  male  will  stay  about,  and  is 
easily  got. 

The  first  year  I  was  out  was  with  Indians ;  they  used  spears,  but  now  both  the  gun  and  spear  is 
used.     The  man  in  the  bow  uses  the  spear  as  a  rule,  and  the  steerer  uses  the  gun. 

My  experience  on  the  coast  has  been  that  more  females  than  males  are  killed,  and  it  is  about  the 
same  in  Behring  Sea. 

I  have  noticed  that  seals  are  much  harder  to  get  here  now  than  formerly,  and  that  a  female  seal  in 
pup  is  ever  on  the  alert,  and  more  so  than  ordinary  seals.  Xot  many  old  bulls  are  killed.  On  this 
coast  I  have  found  a  few  barren  females.  I  think  that  all  the  damage  that  is  done  to  seals  at  sea  is  done 
on  the  coast,  and  not  in  Behring  Sea. 

And  I  swear  that  I  have  read  all  the  statements  written  down  in  tins  affidavit,  and  that  they  are 
all  true,  and  that  I  have  received  no  consideration  for  having  made  them. 

(Signed)  F.  H.  WARRINGTON. 

Sworn  to  before  me  at  Victoria,  this  7th  day  of  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  F.  Bichards,  Junr., 

A  Notary  Public  for  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  G.  E.  Mim  r. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  G.  E.  MINEB,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  make  oath  and  say : — 

That  my  home  is  near  the  city  of  San  Francisco. 

That  I  have  been  sealing  six  years. 

In  1887  I  was  was  out  on  the  "  Penelope  "  as  a  hunter.  In  1888  was  on  the  "  Lillie  L."  and  on 
the  same  vessel  in  1889.  In  1890  I  was  on  the  "Maggie  Mae-.''  In  1891  and  1892  I  was  on  the 
"  Henry  Dennis."  I  was  out  as  a  hunter  every  year.  Somewhere  about  April  21  last  year  our  vessel 
was  spoken  by  the  United  States'  revenue-cutter  "Corwin."  An  officer  came  on  board  and  invited  the 
captain  (my  brother)  to  go  on  board  the  "Corwin."  A  short  while  afterwards  a  note  came  from  my 
brother  asking  us  to  come  to  the  "Corwin"  and  give  our  evidence  if  we  wanted  to.  Five  of  the 
hunters  went — there  were  six  hunters  on  the  "Dennis."  We  were  all  standing  together  on  the  deck 
of  the  vessel.  My  brother  asked  me  to  come  up  to  the  pilot-house,  which  was  used  by  Captain 
Lavender,  the  United  States'  Agent,  as  an  office,  and  give  our  evidence  in  regard  to  shooting  seals.  I 
went  at  once.  Captain  Lavender  asked  me  questions,  and  he  had  a  young  man  there  with  a  type- 
writer to  take  down  my  answers.  Mr.  Alexander,  the  United  States'  Fish  Commissioner,  one  of  the 
Lieutenants,  ami  my  brother  were  present.'  Captain  Lavender  sent  a  boy  below  for  a  list  of  questions, 
which  were  afterwards  asked  me.  I  noticed  that  only  part  of  what  1  said  was  taken  down.  When 
Captain  Lavender  wished  the  type-writer  to  take  down  my  answers  he  repeated  them  to  him.  I  at  the 
time  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  only  taking  down  that  portion  of  my  evidence  that  he  thought 
would  help  his  case.  Among  other  questions,  he  asked  me,  how  many  seals  I  sank  out  of  wdiat  I 
killed.  I  told  him  of  killing  200  seals  last  year  and  not  losing  any  of  them — that  I  was  sure  of.  One 
seal  I  thought  I  killed  and  did  not  get,  but  am  not  sure  of  it.  He  did  not  take  this  down.  His  whole 
method  of  taking  evidence  reminded  me  of  a  lawyer  examining  a  witness  at  Court;  if  the  answer  did 
not  suit,  he  would  ask  tha  question  in  different  ways,  with  the  evident  intention  of  getting  me  to  admit 
something,  or,  rather,  have  me  say  something  that  was  different  from  what  I  first  said.     I  was  telling 
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the  truth  right  through,  mid  did  not  change  my  answers.  He  asked  me  enough  questions  to  have  the 
answers  cover  four  times  as  much  paper  as  the  declaration  I  signed.  He  asked  me  the  average  number 
of  seals  destroyed.  I  replied,  "  Not  more  than  10  per  cent."  In  this  I  included  those  that  I  knew  were 
killed  and  would  sink,  and  those  that  were  badly  wounded  and  I  thought  would  die  afterwards.  The 
actual  number  I  see  sink  is  much  smaller  than  that.  Last  year  not  more  than  1  of  9  sank.  This  year 
I  got  384  skins,  and  10  seals  sank  and  were  lost.  I  don't  remember  the  actual  figures  for  former  years, 
but  the  percentage  was  about  the  same.  That  night  my  brother  and  Captain  Lavender  had  a  talk  about 
sealing  matters.  Lavender  told  him  that  I  said  I  had  lost  30  per  cent,  of  the  seals  I  killed.  I  never 
said  that  I  lost  30  per  cent.  ;  it  would  not  have  been  true  had  I  said  so.  He  asked  me,  I  think,  about 
the  proportion  of  males  and  females.  I  don't  remember  if  he  took  down  my  answer.  I  kill  more 
females  than  males  :  there  is  a  majority  of  females  as  a  rule,  both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sen,  but 
this  year  our  catch  did  not  contain  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  females,  I  think.  I  took  about  10  per 
cent,  of  females.  We  thought  we  were  all  to  give  our  evidence,  but  no  one  was  examined  but 
myself  Captain  Lavender  said  that  his  type-writer  was  sea-sick,  and  that  he  would  not  be  able  to 
take  down  the  evidence  of  the  other  men.  We  spoke  here  again  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  but  no  one 
was  asked  to  give  evidence.  The  weather  was  fair.  If  he  bad  given  us  a  list  of  questions  to  answer, 
we  would  have  written  out  our  ideas  on  sealing  matters  and  would  have  given  them  to  him.  We 
thought  it  strange  that  he  had  not  asked  all  of  us  to  give  evidence,  and  all  agreed  that  it  was  because  he 
thought  it  would  not  suit  him. 

I  know  Brown,  who  was  a  hunter  on  the  "Corwin."  I  have  never  been  out  with  him  myself,  but 
know  his  reputation  as  a  hunter.  He  is  reputed  to  be  a  very  poor  hunter.  I  want  the  "  very  " 
emphasized.  He  is  a  nervous,  excitable  man.  A  good  hunter  must  lie  cool.  I  would  never  think  of 
hiring  him  as  a  seal-hunter,  for  he  was  not  only  nervous,  but  he  had  had  no  experience.  The  officers 
on  the  "  Corwin  "  admittf  d  that  he  was  no  good.  He  had  taken  one  seal  while  we  saw  him.  He  had 
shot  at  several  seals,  but  got  only  the  one.  The  men  in  his  boat  with  him  said  to  me,  "We  don't 
kr.ow  what  is  the  matter  ;  Brown  says  they  sank."  They  thought  that  Brown  had  missed  them, 
but  they  didn't  like  to  say  so. 

I  have  sealed  three  seasons  on  the  Copper  Island  side  of  Behring  Sen.  I  have  tried  to  tell 
the  difference  between  the  seal  on  the  American  side  and  on  the  Bussian  side,  but  putting  the 
skins  side  by  side,  I  cannot  see  any  difference.  I  have  not  noticed  that  male  seals  have  teats,  but 
don't  know  they  have  not. 

I  have  never  seen  seals  so  plentiful  on  this  coast  as  they  were  this  year. 

I  have  seen  seals  attempting  to  cohabit  in  the  water,  but  do  not  know  that  they  succeed  in  having 
proper  connection  with  one  another. 

I  think  that  pregnant  seals  are  more  on  the  alert  than  the  young  seals  and  older  males.  We 
always  find  barren  females  among  them  we  take. 

I  have  read  over  all  the  statements  written  clown  in  this  affidavit,  and  swear  that  they  are  all  true, 
and  that  I  have  received  no  consideration  for  the  evidence  that  I  have  given.  There  is  nothing  further 
connected  with  seals  that  I  wish  included. 

(Signed)  G.  E.  MINER. 

Sworn  to  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  this  2nd  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 
Before  me  : 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  by  Royal  Authority  in  and/or  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Robert  S.  Findlcy. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  ROBERT  S.  FINDLEY,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  make  oath  and  say  :— 

That  I  have  been  four  years  sealing.  The  first  year  I  was  out  on  the  "  Viva  "  as  a  boat-steerer. 
The  next  year  I  went  sealing— 1890— I  was  a  hunter;  this  was  on  the  "  Triumph."  We  went  out 
in  September  on  an  experimental  trip,  and  only  got  83  seals.  In  1801  I  was  on  the  "  Thistle,"  a 
steam-sealer,  and  went  into  Behring  Sea,  but  we  were  warned  out  soon  afterwards.  I  got  53  seals, 
and  did  not  keep  count  of  the  seals  that  sank,  but  there  were  not  many.  This  year  I  did  keep 
count  of  them.  I  was  on  the  "Maude  S."  this  season,  and  took  24:;  seals,  losing  10  by  sinking. 
There  are  very  few  seals  that  are  wounded  badly  and  not  got,  for  when  I  see  that  a  seal  is  wounded 
I  follow  it  if  possible  until  it  tires  out.  I  never  saw  so  many  seals  before  as  there  were  on  the 
coast  this  year,  but  they  were  very  wild.  This  was  the  experience  of  other  hunters  too.  I  have  seen 
seals  travelling  in  schools.  They  are  very  difficult  to  get  at  when  in  schools,  even  in  small  schools 
of  five  or  six,  for  there  is  always  one  on  the  look-out ;  it  seems  as  if  they  were  on  the  watch 
for  hunters.     I  have  opened  seals,  and  find  that  they  eat  different  kinds  of  fish. 

About  half-way  across  from  Copper  Island  to  this  coast  we  made  about  150  miles  one  day,  and 
saw  sleeping  seals  here  and  there  all  day.  When  they  are  that  way  there  are  a  good  many  about, 
as  when  the  boats  go  out  ami  get  from  100  to  200  "seals  in  a  day,  we  don't  see  more  from  the 
vessel  than  we  did  then.  Seals  were  more  on  the  look-out  this  year,  and  harder  to  get.  Never 
noticed  that  male  seals  have  teats.  1  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  I  have  shot  both 
the  male  and  female.     It  is  when  they  are  on  or  among  kelp  that  I  have  seen  them  doing  this.     I  have 
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seen  Indian  hunters  with  both  gun  and  spear,  but  they  are  getting  to  use  the  gun  more  all  the  time. 
Former  years  we  got  on  the  coast  more  females  than  males,  I  think,  but  this  year  there  were  most  males. 
One  day  this  yeaT  we  got  over  a  hundred  seals,  nearly  all  of  them  being  males.  My  catch  in  Behring 
Sea  was  too  small  last  year  to  be  worth  while  dividing  into  sexes.  I  think  the  seals  on  the  Russian 
side  are  exai  tly  the  same  kind  of  animal  as  on  this  side. 

I  have  lead  carefully  all  the  statements  written  down  in  this  affidavit,  and  swear  that  they  are  all 
true,  and  that  no  consideration  has  been  offered  to  or  given  me  for  having  made  them. 

(Signed)  EOBEET  S.  FINDLEY. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Victoria,  this  (3th  day  of  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  Thos.  Shotbolt,  J.P. 

.Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Thomas  Garner. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  THOMAS  GARNER,  of  the  city  of  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  make  oath  and  say: — 

That  I  have  been  engaged  in  sealing  for  three  years.  In  1890  on  the  "  C.  H.  Tupper,"  in  1891 
on  the  "Louis  Olsen,"  an  Astoria  schooner,  and  this  year  on  the  "  C.  H.  Tupper."  In  1890  I  got 
216  seals,  and  including  those  that  were  badly  crippled,  not  more  than  20  were  destroyed  that  I  did 
not  get.  Had  I  had  any  experience  I  would  have  lost  fewer,  as  after  we  got  into  Behring  Sea  I  lost 
rone.  Last  year  I  only  hunted  on  the  coast ;  I  killed  127  seals,  losing  2  only.  This  year  I  got  344, 
and  lost  3  ;  these  were  travelling,  and  the  water  was  rough,  or  I  would  not  have  lost  them.  I  don't 
think  that  any  good  hunter  ought  to  lose  more  than  I  did.  Very  few  seals  badly  enough  wounded  to 
die  escape.  Shot  will  not  kill  a  seal  if  it  strikes  it  in  the  body  when  more  than  40  yards  away.  I 
shoot  at  a  sleeping  seal  when  from  14  to  18  yards  from  it.  Very  few  rifles  are  used  now.  Abreast  of 
Cross  Sound  this  year  the  seal  were  more  plentiful  than  I  ever  saw  them  before,  but  they  were  very 
wild.  In  March  1891  I  saw  seals  in  schools  off  Gray's  Harbour,  below  Cape  Flattery.  I  saw  about 
60,' and  the  other  boats  reported  having  seen  about  as  many.  Male  and  female  seals  travel  together, 
and  with  them  the  yearlings  Along  the  coast  there  are  about  as  many  females  as  males,  and  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season  in  Behring  Sea  there  are  about  as  many  nudes  as  females.  Seals  eat  squid, 
salmon,  and  cod  ;  they  prefer  squid  to  anything  else.  Except  the  seized  schooners  I  have  not  heard  of 
schooners  having  gone  into  Behring  Sea  this  year,  and  believe  that  no  others  went.  I  went  to  the 
Russian  side  this  year;  we  saw  two  seals  south  of  the  172nd  Pass  about  20th  July. 

I  saw  many  more  seals  this  year  than  ever  before.  I  hunted  in  about  the  same  places  this 
year,  and  at  about  the  same  times.  Seals  are  harder  to  get  when  in  bunches  than  when  alone. 
I  have  on  two  occasions  opened  seals  that  had  two  pups  in  their  wombs.  When  a  seal  is  travelling 
and  is  not  frightened,  he  moves  very  slowly,  and  will  often  stop  to  rest.  On  a  warm  day  they  do  not 
"  travel  "  at  all. 

1  have  on  two  occasions  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  Behring  Sea ;  we  were  between  30  and  40  miles 
away  from  the  islands  both  times.  The  seals  wTere  both  killed  on  each  occasion.  The  females  were,  I 
should  say,  2  or  3  years  old,  and  there  was  no  sign  of  their  having  had  young.  The  seals  seemed  to 
he  holding  one  another  by  the  help  of  their  flippers,  and  were  sometimes  on  the  surface  and  sometimes 
under  water ;  their  hinder  parts  were  out  of  the  water  more  than  once,  and  I  could  see  that  there  was 
no  doubt  about  what  they  were  doing;  we  were  quite  close  to  the  seals  when  we  saw  them;  this  was 
the  case  both  times. 

When  we  are  pulling  towards  seals  and  are  near  them,  we  pull  very  slowly  and  easily,  so  that 
although  close  to  the  seals  when  we  first  saw  them  it  must  have  taken  two  or  three  minutes  to  reach 
them.  I  was  about  14  yards  from  the  seals  the  first  time  I  saw  them  doing  this,  and  about  the  same 
distance  the  next.     I  have  heard  other  hunters  say  the  same  thing. 

(Signed)  THOS.  GARNER. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Victoria,  this  29th  day  of  September,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  H.  Dallas  Helmcken,  A  Commissioner  for 

taking  Affidavits  in  the  Supreme  Court 

of   British    Columbia,  and    a  Notary 

Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of  British 

Columbia. 
I  Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Javies  Douglas  Warren. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columhia, 
( 'it  v  (if  Victoria.  ' 

I,  JAMES  DOUGLAS  WARREN.,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
Canada,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Victoria  aforesaid  since  1854,  during  which  period 
I  have  beui  absent  only  when  on  ousmess  for  a  few  months  at  a  time. 


•■•9 

2.  That  in  the  year  1869  I  began  buying  fur-seals  from  the  Indians  on  the  west  coasl  oe 
Vancouver  Island.  In,  1  think,  1870  I  went  out  in  the  schooner  "Thornton,"  taking  some  Indians 
with  me,  to  hunt  seals  at  sea  off  the  west  coast,  I  went  out  in  May  from  Barclay  Sound,  and  returned 
in  a  few  days.  The  trip  was  an  experiment  only.  I  got  a  few  seals,  and  satisfied  myself  and  the 
Indians  that  seals  could  be  got  that  way. 

3.  That  the  following  year,  about  March,  I  went  out  in  the  "  Thornton  "  from  Barclay  Sound  with 
ten  or  twelve  canoes  of  Indians — hunters — and  hunted  from  off  Cape  Flattery  to  off  Kynquot, 
Vancouver  Island.  I  followed  this  up,  adding  every  year  or  so  another  schooner  to  the  business, until 
about  1885.  In  1886  I  fitted  out  six  vessels  for  sealing,  both  on  the  coast,  and  five  of  them  went  into 
Behring  Sea.  One  of  the  five  was  seized  in  the  Sea,  the  others  returned  with  fair  catches.  In  1887  I 
sent  out  six  schooners  :  one  was  wrecked,  the  others  sealed  along  the  coast  and  went  into  Behring  Sea. 
Four  of  those  that  entered  the  Sea  were  seized  with  the  upper  coast  cateli  on  hoard  besides  the  catch 
in  the  Sea.  In  1888  I  sent  out  only  two  schooners,  neither  of  which  went  into  Behring  Sea.  The 
losses  through  the  seizures  of  my  schooners  so  crippled  me  that  I  was  compelled  to  abandon  the 
business. 

4.  That  I  have  hunted  seals  as  far  south  as  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Biver,  and  from  there 
north  into  Behring  Sea.  I  saw  about  the  same  number  of  seals  at  about  the  same  places  every  year  I 
was  out,  and  saw  nothing  that  indicated  a  decrease  of  seals  up  to  1887.  From  my  knowledge  of  the 
seal,  its  habits,  and  the  places  it  frequents,  and  from  what  I  have  learnt  from  reliable  persons  since 
1887,  I  do  not  believe  there  has  been  any  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  seals  off  the  coast. 

5.  That  the  catch  of  seals  on  the  coast  in  any  year  while  I  was  in  the  business  depended  almost 
entirely  on  the  weather.  One  year,  1  think  it  was  1874,  with  two  schooners  out  from  the  1st  March 
to  the  end  of  June,  I  got  only  about  350  skins  from  both  vessels.  Ten  years  afterwards  (1884)  the 
same  two  schooners  with  the  same  outfit  of  hunters  got  over  2,300  seals  in  about  the  same  time. 

tj.  That  of  the  coast  catch  of  seals  a  little  over  one-half  of  those  I  got  were  females.  Of  the 
females  not  over  one-half  were  in  pup,  and  in  some  years  less  than  one-half.  The  remainder  of  the 
females  were  young  seals  and  barren  cows. 

7.  That  in  Behring  Sea  tin.'  proportion  of  females  was  about  the  same,  but  very  few  in  pup.  The 
first  two  we.eks  in  duly  a  few  cows  in  pup  would  be  got,  but  none  after  that. 

8.  That  when  in  Behring  Sea  I  never  went  nearer  than  50  miles  of  the  I'ribyloff  Islands.  Most  of 
the  seals  were  got  about  75  miles  from  the  islands.  Up  to  the  latter  part  of  July  I  got  a  few  seals 
showing  signs  of  milk  when  skinning  them.  1  do  not  think  these  females  had  ever  been  on  the 
islands,  but  had  lost  their  pups  at  sea.  I  never  saw  a  female  killed  in  the  Sea  having  much  milk  in 
them.  I  have  seen  more  milk  in  cows  heavy  with  pup  killed  on  the  upper  coast  than  1  ever  saw  in 
cows  without  pups  killed  in  the  Sea. 

9.  That  1  have  handled  fur-seal  skins  in  greater  or  less  quantities  nearly  every  year  since  I 
The  average  size  is  fully  as  large  now  as  it  was  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.     The  average  size  in  Behring 
Sea  catches  is  a  little  larger  than  in  coast  catches  on  account  of  the  laiger  number  of  grey  pups  taken 
on  the  coast. 

10.  That  all  along  the  coast  the  seals  follow  the  fish  on  which  they  live.  In  years  when  the 
schools  offish  strike  in  shore  the  seals  are  also  found  close  in.  I  have  known  the  seals  to  come  right 
into  Barclay  Sound  one  year,  and  then  for  two  years  or  more  none  would  come  in. 

11.  That  in  1875  I  was  sealing  off  Queen  Charlotte  Island.  I  landed  at  several  places  on  the 
north-west  coast  of  the  island.  The  Indians  there  told  me  that  lots  of  seals  used  to  haul-out  there  on 
the  beaches  and  rocks. 

12.  That  this  year  I  handled  a  lot  of  skins  taken  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds.  I  did  not 
notice  any  difference  between  them  and  skins  taken  on  the  coast  or  this  side  of  Behring  Sea;  the  two 
lots  appear  to  me  exactly  alike. 

13.  That  I  employed  both  Indians  and  white  hunters  on  my  vessels.  Indian  hunters  seldom  lose 
a  seal  they  once  strike  with  the  spear.  White  hunters  lose  a  few  they  shoot  by  sinking,  and  wound  a 
few  that  escape.  This  is,  however,  confined  to  inexperienced  hunters.  I  have  myself  shot  seals  from 
the  schooner,  lowered  a  boat,  and  picked  up  the  seal.  I  have  often  done  that  when  the  vessel  was 
underway — shot  the  seal  dead,  rounded  to,  lowered,  a  boat,  rowed  to  the  seal  150  yards  distant,  and 
picked  it  up.     As  a  rule  seals  shot  dead  do  not  sink  for  some  time — fully  ten  minutes — often  longer. 

14.  That  I  do  not  remember  ever  finding  dead  seals  on  the  water — "  floaters  "  as  they  are  some- 
times called. 

15.  That  hunters  can  get  most  seals  when  they  find  them  scattered  and  sleeping.  "When  found  in 
bunches  there  is  generally  a  "watchman  "  that  gives  the  alarm  when  a  hunter  approaches. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  J.  I).  WARREN 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  James  Douglas  Warren  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Coluti 
21st  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  ARTHUR    L.    BELYEA, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 
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Declaration  o/Micajafi  Pinckney. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
<  !ity  of  Victoria. 

I,  MICAJAH  PINCKNEY,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  fur-seal  hunting  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  two  seasons  ;  this  year,  not  having 
heen  warned,  I  was  also  in  the  Behring  Sea  for  about  a  month.  Last  year  (1891)  I  was  mate  of  the 
"  C.  H.  Topper,"  and  this  year  master  of  the  "  Henrietta." 

2.  That  while  on  the  "  Tupper  "  I  paid  little  attention  to  the  actual  work  of  getting  the  seals,  and 
know  only  that  the  hunters  got  about  600,  less  than  half  being  females. 

3.  Tnis  year,  on  the  "  Henrietta,"  1  got  152  seals  on  the  coast  between  Kynquot,  on  Vancouver 
Island,  and  Marmot  Island.  There  were  very  few  females  in  this  catch,  not  much  over  one-fourth.  I 
was  late  getting  out.  and  the  great  body  of  seals  w'ere  ahead  of  the  "Henrietta''  all  the  way  up  the 
coast.     Ten  of  the  females  in  this  catch  were  in  pup. 

•4.  That  in  Behring  Sea  I  got  42u  seals  between  3rd  August  and  4th  September  last.  Very  few 
seals  were  got  after  12th  August,  and  I  was  on  my  way  out  when  seized  by  the  United  States'  cruizer 
"  Yorktown." 

5.  That  of  the  420  seals  got  in  Behring  Sea  about  one-fourth  were  females.  None  of  these  were 
with  young  or  in  milk.  They  had  had  their  pups,  and  the  milk  had  dried  up.  I  was  from  80  to  150 
miles  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  within  which  distance  I  got  most  of  the  seals.  All  the  seals  except 
about  sixty  were  skinned  on  board.  I  saw  them  come  on  board,  counted  them,  and  have  a  clear 
memory  of  the  fact  that  there  were  no  females  in  pup  and  none  in  milk.  Nearly  the  whole  catch  were 
bulls,  principally  "middlings"  and  small  bulls. 

6.  That  I  had  on  the  "Henrietta"  both  white  and  Indian  hunters.  The  Indians  used  spears, 
the  Whites  shot-guns.  From  what  1  heard  from  the  hunters,  they  lost  very  few  seals  by  sinking.  I 
remember  an  Indian  losing  one  by  his  spear  breaking,  and  one  I  shot  from  the  schooner  was 
lost.  Now  and  then  I  heard  one  of  the  white  hunters  say  he  had  lost  a  seal,  but  in  what  way  I  don't 
know. 

7.  That  I  did  not  see  any  other  sealers  in  the  Sea  while  I  was  there,  and  have  heard  of  only  two 
others  being  there  this  year. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  M.  PINCKNEY. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Micajah  Pinckney  before  me.  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
21st  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  ARTHUK  L.   BELYEA, 

A  Notary  Public  in  ami  for  tin:  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal. ) 


Declaration  of  William  Otis  Huglies. 

Dominion  of  Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  WILLIAM  OTIS  HUGHES  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
Canada,  master  mariner,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  That  I  have  been  fur-seal  hunting  on  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  in  Behring  Sea  for 
two  years;  in  1891  I  was  master  of  the  "Katharine,"  and  in  1892  I  was  master  of  the 
"  Carmolite." 

2.  Last  year  in  the  "Katharine"  I  got  about  1,500  seals,  of  which  191  were  got  on  the  coast, 
and  the  remainder  in  Behring  Sea, 

3.  Last  year  the  coast  catch  was  about  half  females,  and  of  these  one-half  were  with  pup.  In 
Behring  Sea  I  got  most  of  my  catch  about  100  miles  westward  of  St.  George  Island.  Over  half  the 
catch  in  the  sea  were  females,  none  with  pup;  but  in  the  month  of  duly  about  one-third  of  the 
females  were  breeding  cows  showing  milk.  After  the  1st  August  hardly  any  cows  got  showed  signs  of 
milk.     I  believe  they  had  pupped  on  the  islands  and  the  milk  had  dried  up. 

4.  This  year  (1892)  1  got  &79  seals  on  the  coast,  between  Cape  Blanco  and  Kadiak  Island.  I 
<mt  more  seals  off  Cross  Sound  and  oil'  Kadiak  Island  than  at  any  other  localities. 

5.  That  not  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  my  coast  catch  this  year  were  females.  I  made  a 
large  catch  off  Kadiak  Island— about  400  skins— between  the  20th  May  and  the  10th  June.  These 
were  nearly  all  males.  Off  Cross  Sound,  from  about  the  25th  April  t"  the  loth  May,  I  got  about  200 
seals;  these  were  nearly  all  males. 

6.  That  less  than  one-half  of  the  females  I  got  on  the  coast  this  year  were  with  pup.  I  am 
positive  not  fifty  females  in  my  coast  catch  were  with  pup.  I  account  for  my  large  catch  of  males 
simply  to  the  fact  that  1  happened  to  get  among  the  young  bulls  during  good  sealing  weather.  The 
United  States'  schooner  " Henry  Dennis  "  was  off  Kadiak  at  the  same  time,  and  her  captain — one 
Miner — told  me  he  had  then  on  board  1,800  skins,  only  150  of  which  were  females. 
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7.  That  about  the  23rd  June  last  I  left  Tonki  Bay  for  the  Copper  Island  grounds,  at  which  I 
arrived  on  the  10th  July.  Between  the  172nd  Pass  and  the  western  islands  of  the  Aleutian  group, 
from  30  to  60  miles  oil'  south  shore,  I  saw  scattering  seals.  I  cannot  say  which  way  they  were 
travelling. 

8.  That  up  to  the  28th  August  I  had  taken  608  skins  over  there.  On  the  28th  August  the 
Bussian  corvette  "  Vetiez  "  seized  my  vessel  and  ended  the  voyage. 

9.  That  I  saw  fully  1,000  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  for  one  last  year.  I  was  late  going  out  last 
year,  but  nowhere — except  in  Behring  Sea  last  year — have  I  seen  so  many  seals  as  this  year  along  the 
upper  coast. 

10.  That  I  had  six  white  hunters  this  year.  Now  and  then  a  hunter  reported  having  lost 
a  seal,  but  the  total  lost  was  very  small.  The  loss  of  a  seal  is  always  talked  over  by  the  hunters, 
and  I  was  sure  to  hear  of  it.     It  is  a  great  merit  among  hunters  to  show  no  losses,  or  very  few. 

11.  That  I  have  never  picked  up  a  dead  seal  at  sea,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  of  my  hunters  either 
last  year  or  this  doing  so. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  W.  O.  HUGHES. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  Otis  Hughes  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  24th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea., 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  James  McBae. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  JAMES  McEAE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada,  fur-seal 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  seal-hunting  on  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  two  seasons:  in  1891  on  the  "Viva," 
and  in  1892  on  the  "  Oscar  and  Hatt'ie." 

2.  In  1891  I  was  boat-puller  for  John  Townsend,  hunter.  He  got  214  skins — 109  on  the  coast 
and  105  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds.  He  lost  9  by  sinking  on  the  coast  and  6  at  Copper  Island. 
These,  figures  are  from  memory,  and,  I  believe,  correct. 

3.  I  do  not  remember  if  I  ever  noticed  what  the  proportion  of  females  was  in  his  catch.  I  know 
there  were  some  cows  with  pup  taken  on  the  coast,  but  none  at  Copper  Island. 

4.  This  year  I  hunted  myself,  and  gut  06  skins — 33  on  the  coast  and  33  at  Copper  Island 
grounds.  I  lost  2  by  sinking,  both  on  the  coast  in  rough  weather.  I  wounded  12  or  15  that 
escaped.     Some  of  these  might  have  died  of  their  wounds. 

5.  That  one-half  of  those  I  got  on  the  coast  were  females,  most  of  them  young  cows  ;  I  only  got 
4  or  5  cows  on  the  coast  in  pup. 

6.  Last  year  the  "  Viva "  sailed  across  Behring  Sea  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds,  after  being 
warned  not  to  seal  on  the  eastern  side.  This  was  in  the  first  week  of  July.  We  saw  seals  west  of 
Four  Mountain  Pass. 

7.  That  the  seals  on  the  Copper  Island  side  have  darker  fur  than  those  on  this  coast,  but  are  alike 
in  all  other  respects. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JAMES  McEAE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  James  McEae  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
24th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declared  ion  of  Joseph  Brown. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  JOSEPH  BBOWN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada,  seal- 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declai'e  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  six  years  out  in  sealing-schooners  on  the  North  Pacific  coast  and  two  year 
of  the  six  in  Behring  Sea. 
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2.  In  L887  1  was  on  the  "San  Diego"  sealing  on  the  coast  until  May;  the  rest  of  the  season  was 
sea-otter  hunting  on  Kadiak  grounds.  In  1888  on  the  "  Sylvia  Hamh  "  seal  and  sea-utter  hunting  as 
before;  in  1889  on  the  " Triumph,"  on  coast  trip;  in  1890  on  the  "  Mollie  Adams ;"  in  1891  on  the 
"Carmi  lite/'  and  in  1S92  on  the  "  Oscar  and  Hattie." 

3.  In  all  years  1  was  out,  except  1892,  I  was  a  boat-steerer,  and  obtained  a  full  knowledge  of 
actual  seal-hunting  by  white  hunters  using  shot-guns  and  rihYs.  1  have  been  boat-steerer  for  seveii 
different  hunters  in  five  years.  They  were  all  good  average  hunters.  On  the  "Carmolite"  last  year 
the  hunter  I  was  with  l  -;ii|»  skins  "and  lost  only  9  by  sinking.  His  name,  was  Adolphus 
Porter,  and  it  was  his  tirst  year  seal-hunting.  In  1S87,  on  the  "  City  of  San  Diego,"  the  hunter  1  was 
with  got  7b'  skins,  and.  lost  by  sinking  5.  On  the  "  Triumph,"  in  1889,  I  steered  tor  Fred  Gilbert ;  lie 
got  only  1  5  skins  while  1  was  with  him,  but  lost  mine  at  all.  The  "  Triumph  "  got  damaged  in  a  storm 
and  returned  to  port,  where  I  left  her. 

4.  This  year  I  hunted  myself.  I  gut  90  skins,  and  lost  1  by  sinking.  I  wounded  8  or  10  that 
s;ot  away  from  me.  1  could  have  got  most  of  them  but  tor  the  fresh  breeze  blowing — the  seals  making 
oil  to  the  windward,  as  they  always  do  when  shot  at  or  wounded.  The  hunters  I  was  with  lost  very 
few  wounded  seals. 

5.  I  saw  more  seals  in  1 S 0 1  than  in  any  previous  year.  This  year  I  did  not  see  so  many  as  last 
year  because  we  were  behind  the  body  of  the  herd  going  math. 

6.  Not  more  than  half  of  the  seals  I  got  this  year  were  females.  I  got  44  seals  on  the  upper 
coast ;  over  half  were  females,  and  most  of  the  females  were  with  pup.  On  the  Copper  Island  grounds 
I  got  46  seals,  more  than  half  females ;  none  of  them  in  pup,  a  few  in  milk. 

7.  The  seals  on  the  Copper  Island  side  are  darker  in  colour  than  on  this  side,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  other  difference. 

8.  That  I  have  been  sealing  three  seasons  in  Behring  Sea,  off  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  In  1890,  on 
the  "  Mollie  Adams,"  we  got  nearly  900  skins  there,  and  the  next  year,  on  the  "  Carmolite,"  1,628  skins. 
In  both  years  the  catch  was  about  half  males  and  half  females.  Early  in  the  season — about  1st  to 
15th  July — we  got  a  few  cows  in  pup,  and  after  that  some  cows  in  milk,  but  as  the  sea-son  grew  later 
very  few  of  these  were  got.  Every  year  I  was  out  we  got  barren  cows  on  the  coast,  but  in  the  sea  we 
cannot  tell  whether  the  cow  is  barren  or  not. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  BROWN. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Joseph  Brown  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  24th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Bki.yea, 

A  Nvfu.nj  Public  j\>r  Britisli  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 


1  of '  Liike  McGrath. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia. 
(  j;y  of  Victoria. 

I,  LUKE  McGRATH,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seaman,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  two  seasons  out  sealing  in  the  North  Pacific.  In  1891  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle," 
boat-steerer  at  first,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  |  a  hunter. 

In  1892  I  was  mate  of  the.  "  Dora  Steward,"  and  hunted  in  the  stern  or  ship's  boat. 

2.  In  1891  I  got  191  seals — 56  on  the  coast  and  135  on  the  Asiatic  side.  On  the  coast  I  did  not 
lose  any  by  sinking.  I  wounded  some — not  more  than  ten — that  escaped;  I  wounded  a  tew  others 
that  I  got.  Those  that  escaped  were  not  badly  wounded,  and  1  believe  all  lived.  It  takes  a  bad 
wound  to  kill  a  seal. 

3.  That  \[  e  56  seals  I  got  on  the  coast  last  year  were  about  half  females,  15  or  20  of  which  were 
with  pup. 

4.  This  year,  1892,  I  got  18  seals;  did  not  leave  Victoria  until  6th  May.  About  half  were 
females,  5  or  ii  with  pup. 

5.  On  the  Asiatic  side  in  both  years  I  got  201  seals  ;  more  than  half  of  them  were  males.  Last 
vear  I  got  one  female  there  with  pup,  none  this  year,  except  a  dead  one  I  picked  up.  There  was  no 
wound  on  this  seal,  ami  it  had  died  a  natural  death.     The  pup  was  well  nmtni 

6.  That  there  is  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  American  and  As  -  i  far  as  I 
can  see.  Their  habits  in  the  water  are  the  san  igh  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  are  a  little 
tamer. 

7.  That  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  on  the  part  of  the  coast  I  was  on  than  on  the  same  coast  last 
.  though  I  got  fewer  seals,  because  of  rough  I  saw  mi  re  si  als  in  bands  this  year  than 

last,  especially  on  the  upper  coast.     Last  year  was  inj  fii   I       ar  out  sealing.     I  wounded  more  seals 
last  year  than  this,  twice  as  many,  according  to  the  number  I  go  od  average  hunter  does  not  lose 

more  than  6  per  cent,  by  sinking.     1  know  hunters  who  lose  less  than  that. 

And  I  make  this  soli  run  itislj  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 

of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

ned)  LUKE  McGRATH. 
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Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Luke  McGrath  before  me,  a  Notan  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  25th  day 
of  November,  ,v.i>.  1892. 

(Signed)  Aktiii  i:  L.  Bei.yka. 

A  Notary  Public  in  cmdfor  the  Proving  of 
British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  James  Siteman, 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
( !ity  of  Victoria. 

I,  JAMES  SITEMAN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seaman,  do 
solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  five  seasons  in  sealing-schooners  in  the  North  Pacific  <  tcean,  three  of  which  I 
was  also  in  Behring  Sea.  In  1888  and  1889  1  was  on  the  "Adele,"  in  1890  on  the  "Walter  L. 
Rich,"  in  1891  on  the  "OceaD  Belle,"  and  in  1892  on  the  "Geneva."  All  these  seasons  I  was  first 
mate. 

2.  That  the  sealing  voyages  of  these  schooners  extended  from  off  the  northern  roast  of  California 
to  about  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  limn  about  the  middle  of  January  till  September.  In  the  "Adele" 
in  1889  the  hunters  got  250  on  the  coast,  and  in  1890,200  on  the  coast.  Both  catches  were  about 
half  females,  most  of  the  females  in  pup.  In  1890,  in  the  "  "Walter  L.  Rich,"  the  hunters  got,  between 
Barclay  Sound  and  Sand  Point,  in  May  and  June,  about  GOO  seals.  This  catch  was  aearly  all  males- 
of  the  females  very  few  were  in  pup;  most  of  them  were  young  cows,  and  a  few  barren. 

3.  That  in  1891,  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle,"  the  hunters  got  762  on  the  coast.  These  seals  were  <>ot 
aloii-  the  whole  coast  from  off  Cape  Mendocino  to  of!'  Kadiak  Island.  This  catch  was  about  half 
females,  and  about  one-half  r.i  these  were  with  pup;  the  other  half  young  females  and  barren 
cows. 

4.  That  in  lsf>2  the  hunters  on  the  "Geneva"  got  500  skins  on  the  coast  betw  ien  Cape 
Mendocino  and  off  St.  Paul  on  Kadiak  Island.  This  catch  of  seals  was  three-fifths  males,  and  nearly 
all  the  rest  were  barren  cows.  Only  a  few  cows  with  pup  were  got.  The  "Geneva  "  was  four  or  five 
davs  about  XI)  miles  off  shore  from  Mount  St.  Elias  in  June.  The  hunters  got  about  200  seals  there, 
and  the  most  of  these  were  barren  cows.  This  fact  was  particularly  noticed  when  the  seals  were 
brought  mi  board  and  skinned.  Neither  myself  nor  any  person  on  the  "Geneva'"  had  ever  seen  mi 
many  barren  cows  before. 

5.  That  in  Behring  Sea,  in  each  season  J  was  there,  about  half  the  catch  were  females;  none  in 
pup.  Most  of  the  females,  probably  two-thirds,  were  breeding  cows  showing  milk — sometimes  only  a 
trace,  nearly  dried  up — others  with  a  good  supply. 

6.  That  I  saw  more  seals  in  1891  than  in  am  other  year  I  have  been  out.  The  most  I  saw  at 
any  one  place  was  off  Cross  Sound  in  the  latter  part  of  May.  I  saw  just  as  many  seals  this  year  on 
the  coast  as  in  the  first  two  years  I  was  out,  and  \  think  many  more,  especially  on  the  southern  coast 
where  the  seals  were  twice  as  numerous  as  then. 

7.  This  year  the  "Geneva"  Mas  on  the  Asiatic  side  and  got  600  seals.  These  were  nearly  all 
males  :  no  cows  in  pup;  a  few  in  milk,  not  more  than  15.  1  did  not  notice  any  difference  between 
those  seals  and  what  we  not  on  this  side.  As  mate  I  had  charge  of  the  skins  as  soon  as  thev  came  on 
hoard  on  all  the  vessels  I  have  mentioned,  and  am  familiar  with  the  different  classes  of  skins. 

8.  That  in  the  five  years  I  have  been  out  1  have  known  of  only  three  dead  seals  being  found  by 
the  hunters;  one  of  these,  in  fact,  I  got  myself;  none  of  these  had  been  dead  long;  all  had  been 
shot;  one  was  found  in  1888,  one  in  1891,  and  one  in  1889. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  <  laths." 

(Signed)  JAMES  SITEMAN. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  James  Siteman  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia  duly  commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria 
in  said  province,  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea.,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Charles  <>ti-<  Burns. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I;  CHAELES  OTIS  BURNS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada, 
fur-seal  hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That   I  have   been  fur-seal  hunting  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  two  years:    in   1891   on  the 
"  Viva,"  and  in  1892  on  the  "  Carmolite." 

2.  That  in   1891    I    was   boat-steerer  for  a   hunter  named  Scott  from  San  Francisco.     He  got    I 
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think.  250  -kins  on  the  coast  and  1  19  on  the  \  i  side.  He  did  not  lose  more  than  4  at  the  outside 
"ii  both  the  coast  and  Asiatic  side.  His  catch  was.  I  think,  about  half  females  at  the  most;  certainly 
not  more.     About  two-thirds  of  the  cows  were  with  pup  on  the  coast;  there  a   number  of 

barren  cows  and  young  ones. 

3.  That  this  season,  1892,  I  hunted  myself.  1  got  141  skins  on  the  coast  1  lost  by  sinking 
3  or  4,  I  am  not  sure  which.  I  lost  5  altogether  for  the  season,  including  a  catch  of  103  on  the 
A.si  :  side.  I  got  nearly  all  the  seals  I  wounded — nor  more  than  10  altogether.  Those  that  got 
away  were  slightlj  wounded,  and  got  off  to  windward  at  a  liveh  pa<  i  . 

4.  That  I  did  not  in  either  year  detect  any  difference  between  the  coast  seals  and  those  on  the 
Asial  ■   side,  nor  did  I  hear  any  one  on  hoard  either  of  the  scl ners  speak  of  the  matter.     Hunters 

1  get  seals  on  this  coast  slightly  darker  in  colour  than  the  general  run,  and  the  same  may  be 
true  oi  the  Asiatic  side.     I  have  noticed  that  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean. 

5.  That  last  \ear.  on  going  over  to  the  Asiatic  coast,  1  saw  scattering  seals  all  the  way  over,  and 
saw  the  same  this  year.     The  course  both  years  was  from  30  to  60  miles  oil  the  Aleutian  Islands. 

6.  Thai  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  last,  especially  in  hands  oft  Cross  Sound  and  Marmot 
I  cd.  In  five  days,  off  Marmot  Island,  the  hunters  on  the  "  Carmolite "  got  about  450  seals,  nearly 
all  males.  The  "  Carmolite "  got  878  seals  on  the  coast  this  year;  not  more  than  100  of  these  were 
females.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  upper  coast  catch  were  bulls.  About  one-half  the  females  were 
with  jmp  ;  a  good  many  barren  cows  were  also  got.  Out  of  the  141  seals  I  got  1  am  certain  not  more 
than  25  were  cows  in  pup. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Ait  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHARLES  OTIS  BURNS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Otis  Burns  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
25th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L   Belyea, 

A  A"  !  try  Public  in  and  for  tin  Provina 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  oj  Charles  Francis. 

Dominion  of  Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I.  CHAELES  FRANCIS,  of  Lake  District,  Vancouver  Island,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  fur-seal 
hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  font  years  in  sealing-vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  two  seasons  of  which 
I  have  been  in  Behring  Sea.  In  1889  I  was  on  the  -Ariel'"  as  boat-puller;  in  1890  I  was  a  hunter 
on  the  "Walter  L.  Mich."  I  got  that  year  118  seals  on  the  coast,  and  lus  in  Behring  Sea.  I  did  not 
lose  more  than  li  for  the  full  season.  I  wounded  a  few.  hut  got  most  of  them  by  chasing  them  up.  My 
catch  both  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  was  about  half  females.  On  the  coast  most  of  the  females 
were  with  pup,  but  in  Behring  Sea  none  had  pups  in  them.  The  first  two  weeks  in  the  Sea  I  go1 
some  cows  in  milk,  but  after  that  the  milk  would  he  dried  up. 

1'.  That  in  1891  I  was  on  the  same  vessel  ;  1  _oi  :il  seals  on  the  coast.  We  did  not  go  out  until 
the  last  1 4'  March,  and  came  hack  in  -Inly.  The  '.'1  were  about  half  females,  and  one-half — not  more 
of  them — were  with  pup.  The  "  Walter  L.  Rich"  did  not  seal  anywhere  except  on  tin  coast.  We  had 
very  rough  weather,  and  did  little  actual  hunting. 

:'..  This  year  1  was  on  the  "  Brenda."  I  got  63  seals  on  this  coast.  I  lost  by  sinking  this  year 
8  or  10  seals,  most  of  them  on  the  Asiatic  side  ;  I  got  64  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side.  About  half  my 
.  i  ii  on  both  coasts  were  females ;  on  this  co  most  of  the  females  were  with  pup,  on  the  other  side 
there  were  no  pups.     A  few  cows  had  a  little  milk,  but  most  of  them  were  dry. 

4.  That  the  •'  I'.renda  "  this  year  went  over  to  the  Asiatic  side,  along  the  Aleutian  Islands,  about 
50  miles  south.  I  saw  scattering  seals  all  the  way  along,  especially  about  the  175th  to  LSOth  parallel. 
These  seals  were  travelling  north  towards  Behring  Sea. 

.">.  That  tin'  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  are  more  copper-coloured  on  the  breasl  and  bellies  than  on 
this  side,  hut  there  is  no  other  difference  that  I  ever  noticed.  I  have  seen  exactly  the  same  thing  in 
seals  on  this  coast,  hut  not  so  many  of  them. 

6.  That  the  most  seals  I  ever  saw  in  any  one  place  at  one  time  was  off  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
River  in  L889.  Taking  the  whole  coast,  seals  were  just  as  numerous  this  yeai  as  in  any  year  I  was 
out.  <  in  the  upper  coast  1  have  seen  most  seals  oil  Pkliddleton  Island  and  Portlock  Hank  in  May  and 
.lone.     Seal-  on  i  lie  coast  are  a  little  harderto  get  than  they  were  when  I  first  went  out. 

7.  That  J  use  a  shot-gun  for  killing  seals,  and  shoot  sleepers  at  from  10  to  20  yards,  and 
••  travellers"  at  from  25  to  -Mi  yards.  Verv  few  wounded  seals  thai  escape  the  hunters  die.  I  have 
gol  a  few  seals  that  had  been  wounded,  some  of  them  pretty  badly,  hut  the  wounds  were  perfei  il\ 
healed  up      These  seals  must  have  been  wounded  some  years  before. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Kxtra-. Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHARLES  FRANCIS. 


105 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Francis  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
26th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Michael  Keefe. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
( !ity  of  Victoria, 

I,  MICHAEL  KEEFE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada, 
master  mariner,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  That  I  have  been  engaged  in  fur-seal  hunting  in  the  North  l'acific  Ocean  for  the  past  six 
years — two  years  as  mate,  and  four  as  master.  Three  of  the  six  years  I  was  in  the  Behring  Sea 
sealing. 

2.  In  1886  I  was  mate  of  the  "  Dolphin."  in  1887  mate  of  the  "Anna  Beck,"  in  1889  I  was 
master  of  the  "  Beatrice,"  in  1890  and  L891  master  ot  the  same  schooner,  and  in  1892  master  of  the 
•■  Rosie  <  llsen." 

:;.  That  in  1892  my  schooner  got  180  skins  on  the  coast.  These  were  nearly  all  young  bulls- 
very  lew  cows,  and  none  with  pup.  I  am  certain  of  this,  as  it  was  remarked  by  the  hunters  and  crew 
at  the  time  as  something  unusual. 

4.  In  1882,  on  the  "  Beatrice,"  on  the  coast,  I  got  913  skins  from  between  Cape  Flattery  and 
Kadiak  Island.  The  next  year  1  got,  200  on  the  coast,  and  the  third  year  in  the  "Beatrice"  about  200 
on  the  coast.  In  each  of  these  years  by  far  the  larger  percentage  of  the  catches  were  males.  Some 
years  there  are  more  females  got  than  in  cither  years,  but  I  have  never  got.  more  females  in  any  catch 
than  males.  On  the  coast  some  of  the  females  are  with  pup  ;  my  experience  is  that  not  more  than  20 
in  the  100  are  with  pup.  The  largest  part  of  my  catches  has  always  been  young  bulls,  and  of  the 
females,  mostly  young  cows 

5.  That  1  have  been  three  seasons  in  Behring  Sea  hunting  seals.  In  1887  1  was  there  in  the 
"Anna    Beck" — seized    after   three   days'   sealing.     I    was    there    again    in    1890    and    1891   in   the 

Beatrice."  In  1890  I  got  900  skins  there  between  the  20th  July  and  24th  August.  This  catch  was 
about  two-fifths  females — none  in  pup — none  with  a  supply  of  milk,  but  a  good  many  showing  milk 
dried  up.     These  cows  had  been  to  the  breeding-grounds,  and  had  finished  nursing  their  young. 

li.  In  1891  I  got  300  seals  in  about  ten  days' actual  sealing,  and  was  then  warned  out  on  the 
26th  July.  This  lot  of  seals  was  divided  as  to  sex  about  as  the  year  before.  I  went  across  Behring 
Sea  to  the  Copper  Island  grounds  last  year,  1891  ;  I  saw  seals  for  a  long  distance  west  of  the  Pribyloff 
Islands.  I  got  500  seals  there  last  year — nearly  half  cows.  Most  of  the  cows  showed  dried  milk  in 
the  breasts.     This  was  after  the  12th  August. 

7.  This  year  1  went  over  to  the  Asiatic  side  outside  the  Aleutian  Islands,  aboul  30  miles  ofl 
shore.  I  saw  scattering  seals  all  along  the  course,  especially  off  Amutka  Bass  (172nd),  and  also  about 
the.  180th  parallel  of  longitude.  These  seals  all  seemed  to  be  travelling  towards  the  Behring  Sea,  but 
to  what  point  I  could  not  tell. 

8.  That  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds  this  year  I  got  about  200  skins  in  two  weeks,  100  of  which 
were  good  [got  ?]  in  one  day.  This  100  were  90"  percent,  males.  Shortly  afterwards  I  was  seized,  and 
the  voyage  broken  up. 

9.  That  there  is  no  difference  in  the  seals  on  the  two  coasts.  There  may  be  a  difference  of  quality 
in  the  fur,  but  in  the  seal  itself  there  is  none. 

10.  This  year  I  saw  just  as  many  seals  on  the  coast  as  in  any  of  the  first  three  years  I  was  out 
sealing.  Some  years  there  seems  to  be  more  on  the  coast  than  other  years,  but  on  the  whole  I  see 
nothing  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  seals  are  decreasing  in  number.  If  there  is  a  decrease  in 
the  number  going  to  the  rookeries,  it  is  because  of  the  killing  on  the  rookeries. 

11.  I  have  always  had  Indian  hunters,  and  they  lose  no  seals.  They  use  the  spear  always,  except 
when  tlie  seal  is  liable  to  escape  after  spearing.     I  am  speaking  only  of  my  own  Indian  hunters. 

1  2.  That  I  have  never  seen  a  dead  seal  on  the  water,  nor  have  I  known  any  of  my  hunters  to 
find  any. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  >"rue,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  .MICHAEL  KEEFE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Michael  Keefe  before  me,  a- Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
26th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthuk  L.  Bei.yea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Ji, .  larai  ■/■        Co    trn. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Provim  e  of  British  t  lolumbia, 
( lity  of  Victoria. 

I.  JOHN  COBURN,  of  the  citj- of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada,  fur- 
seal  hunter,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  That  I  have  been  fur-seal  hunting  on  the  North  Pacific  coasl  foi  five  years,  four  seasons  of 
which  I  have  also  been  in  Behring  Sea. 

2.  That  in  1892  [was  on  the  "Carmolite,"  in  1891  on  the  "  Pioneer,"  in  1890  on  the  "Annie  C 
Moore,"  in  1889  on  the  "E.  B.  Marvin,"  and  in  1888  on  the  "  Edward  E.  Webster," 

3.  That  in  1888  I  got  150  seals  on  the  coast.  I  did  not  lose  any  by  sinking.  In  1889  I  got  350 
for  the  season — about  160  on  the  coast,  the  rest  in  Behring  Sea.  I  don't  remember  losing  any  by 
sinking  that  year ;  [  am  pretty  sure  I  did  not.  In  1890  I  got  140  on  the  coast,  and  120  in  Behring 
Sea  1  think  I  lost  one  that  year  by  sinking.  In  1891  I  got  156  on  the  coast,  and  248  in 
Beliring  Sea.  1  did  not  lose  any  by  sinking  at  all  last  year.  This  year  (1892  I  got  149  on  the 
coast,  and  1 1  »1  on  Copper  Island  grounds.  I  lost  one  by  sinking  on  Copper  Island  grounds.  This 
was  a  big  bull  just  from  the  rookery,  and  too  pour  to  float — nothing  but  skin  and  bone. 

4.  That  this  year  my  coast  catch  was  nearly  all  young  hulls.  It  was  the  same  with  all  the 
hunters  mi  the  '  Carmolite."  None  of  the  females  1  got  were  with  pup  :  they  were  either  young  cows 
or  barren  cows.  For  previous  years  I  am  not  prepared  to  saj  definitely  what  the  proportion  of  females 
to  males  was,  but  1  feel  safe  in  saying  that  less  than  half  my  catch  every  other  year  were  females 
About  one-half  the  females  were  young  and  barren  cows,  the  other  half  cows  in  piip. 

5.  In  Behring  Sea  the  bigger  half  of  my  catches  were  females — none  in  pup.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  season  some  of  the  females  would  be  in  milk,  but  later  on  the  milk  would  be  dried  up. 

6.  I  shoot  sleeping  seals  at  from  10  to  20  yards,  and  "  travelleis  "  at  from  25  to  50  yards.  The 
seals  are  all  wilder  and  harder  to  get  than  they  used  to  be,  especially  on  the  coast.  I  have  always 
found  seals  in  schools  oi  bunches;  thej  are  very  hard  to  yet  when  in  bunches.  I  have  chased  bunches 
of  seals  all  day,  and  got  none  at  all.     No  hunter  gets  one  seal  out  of  a  thousand  that  he  sees,  taking 

ason  through. 

7.  The  most  seals  I  ever  saw  at  any  one  place  was  off  Cross  Sound  this  year,  but  we  could  not  gel 
near  them.  They  were  all  in  schools  and  moving  about.  In  1890  I  saw  immense  numbers  of*  seals 
off  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River. 

8.  That  there  are  just  as  many  seals  on  the  coast  now  as  there  wen-  when  I  first  went  out  . 
in  fact,  this  year  1  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  than  ever  before.  "Whether  the  hunters  gel 
more  depends  on  the  weather  and  how  the  seals  are  bunched.  Young  bulls  are  easier  got  at  than 
females. 

9.  That  I  wound  very  few  seals  that  escape.  I  am  sure  that  five  in  a  season  would  be  the  outside 
number. 

10.  That  I  have  never  found  a  dead  seal  on  the  water. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  sane-  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOHN  COBURN,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  ; 

(Signed)  1".  Pkatt. 

Subscribed  and   declared   bj    the  said  John  Coburn,  the  same  having  hi  -  cead  ovei  and 

explained  to  him,  and  he  fully  understanding  the  same,  before  me,  a  Notary- Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  ":  British  Columbia,  tins 
26th  day  of  November,  a.h.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  1'.  ■  th   /' 

Briti      < 
(Seal.) 


//,,  larativn  of  '•  ■•   ■■■'■    Walls. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  <  'olumbia, 
( lity  of  Victoria; 

I,  GEORGE  WELLS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada,  fur- 
seal  hunter,  do  solemnly  dec  hue  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  I  lane  been  three  years  hunting  fur-seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  ;  two  seasons  1  was 
in  Behring  Sea. 

2.  That  in  1890  I  was  on  the  "Annie  C.  Moore."  That  was  my  first  year.  I  got  134  skin-  on 
the  coast  and  100,  in  Behring  Sea.  More  than  half  of  my  coast  catch  thai  year  were  bulls,  and  about 
one-half  the  females  were  with  pup.  I  got  that  year  a  larger  number  of  young  and  barren  cows  than 
usual.  In  Behring  Sea  thai  year  about  two-thirds  I  got  were  females,  none  of  them  with  pup.  Afew 
were  in  milk,  bu1  must  of  them  were  dried  up.     They  had  pupped  and  finished  nursing  their  young. 

The  ■■  Annie  \     \I "  sealed  most  of  the  time  40  to  45  miles  from  the  Pribylofi   Islands  all  around 

them. 
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3.  That  in  1891  I  was  a  hunter  on  the  "  Pioneer."  I  got  169  seals  on  the  coast,  and  253  in 
Behring  Sea.  My  coast  catch  was  about  half  females,  and  half  of  these  were  with  pup.  In  the  Sea 
1  got  about  the  same  proportion  of  females  as  the  year  before;  a  few  were  in  milk,  but  the  most  of 
them  were  dried  up.  After  July  all  the  cows  are  dry  of  milk.  It  is  only  in  the  first  three  or  four 
weeks  in  July  that  cows  with  milk  in  any  noticeable  quantity  are  got. 

4.  That  in  1892  I  hunted  on  the  "  Carmolite."  I  got  164  skins  on  the  coast,  and  134  on  the 
Asiatic  side.  My  coast  catch  this  year  was  four-fifths  bulls.  Of  the  females  not  more  than  half  were 
in  pup.  The  other  hunters  on  the  "Carmolite"  had  about  the  same  average  of  females.  On  the 
Asiatic  side  I  got  more  females  than  males  ;  there  were  no  pups  in  them  and  no  milk  ;  they  were  dried 
up.     This  was  after  1st  August. 

5.  That  up  to  this  year  I  had  never  lost  a  seal  by  sinking.  This  year  I  lost  two,  both  on  the 
Asiatic  side.  I  shot  them  at  too  great  a  distance,  and  they  went  down  before  the  boat  reached  them. 
The  number  of  seals  lost  by  sinking  among  good  average  hunters  is  very  small ;  a  good  deal  depends 
on  .the  boat-puller  and  boat-steerer  and  the  condition  of  the  sea. 

6.  That  I  noticed  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Pacific  I  often  get 
seals  on  the  American  coast  differing  slightly  in  colour  from  the  general  run,  and  the  same  is  true  on 
the  Asiatic  side. 

7.  That  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  in  either  of  the  previous  two  years.  The  most 
I  saw  at  one  time  and  place  was  off  Cross  Sound  in  May  this  year.  I  saw  far  more  there  than  I  ever 
saw  in  Behring  Sea.     They  were  in  schools,  large  and  small,  and  very  wild. 

8.  That  I  have  never  picked  up  dead  seals,  except  those  I  shot  myself.  I  never  knew  any  of  the 
hunters  I  was  with  to  find  any. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  GEORGE  WELLS,  his  x  mark. 

Witness ■: 
(Signed)  Eobt.  E.  McKeil. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  George  Wells,  the  same  having  been  first  read  over  and 
explained  to  him,  and  he  fully  understood  the  same,  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  26th  day 
of  November,  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  William  F.  Poland, 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  WILLIAM  F.  EOLAND,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada, 
fur-seal  hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  three  years  hunting  fur-seals  on  the  North  Pacific  coasts,  two  of  which  I  was 
also  in  Behring  Sea.  In  1890,  my  first  year,  I  was  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle,"  and  in  1891  and  1892  on 
the  "  Carlotta  G.  Cox." 

2.  That  in  1890  I  got  131  seals  on  the  coast.  I  did  not  keep  an  accurate  account  of  what  I  lost 
by  sinking,  but  it  was  not  more  than  10  or  12.  In  Behring  Sea  that  year  I  got  65  seals,  and  lost 
2  or  3.  In  1891  I  got  111  seals  on  the  coast,  and  293  in  Behring  Sea  in  one  month.  We  went  into 
the  Sea  on  the  8th  July,  and  were  warned  out  on  the  8th  August.  I  lost  4  seals  on  the  coast  and  7  in 
Behring  Sea  by  sinking  last  year. 

3.  That  about  one-third  of  my  catch  on  the  coast  each  year  was  females,  but  this  year,  1892,  I 
got  less  cows  than  in  either  of  the  two  previous  years.     My  catch  was  mostly  young  bulls  this  year. 

That  in  Behring  Sea  my  catch  was  about  half  females ;  none  in  pup ;  more  than  half  of  them  in 
milk  in  varying  quantities  from  a  good  supply  to  a  few  drops  in  cows  about  dried  up.  It  is  only  in 
the  early  part  of  the  season  in  Behring  Sea  we  get  cows  in  milk,  aud  before  the  end  of  the  season  they 
are  about  all  dried  up. 

4.  That  this  year,  1892,  I  got  369  seals  on  the  coast,  and  lost  by  sinking  11.  I  kept  accurate 
account  of  this.  On  the  Asiatic  side  I  got  136  seals,  and  lost  8  by  sinking.  Most  of  the  seals  I  lost 
were  shot  at  long  range  with  a  rifle.  I  wounded  a  few  seals  that  escaped,  but  I  always  got  seals  that 
were  badly  wounded.     There  was  little  danger  of  those  that  escaped  dying  from  their  wounds. 

5.  That  I  saw  a  great  many  more  seals  this  year  than  ever  before  all  along  the  coast,  but  especially 
at  Fairweather  grounds  and  off  Cape  Cook,  Vancouver  Island.  I  also  saw  a  great  body  of  seals  in 
February  last  off  Cape  Flattery.  The  weather  was  too  rough  to  lower  the  boats,  and  we  got  none  of 
them.     They  were  in  big  bunches  travelling  northward. 

6.  That  every  year,  on  the  return  from  Pehring  Sea  or  the  Copper  Island  grounds,  I  have  seen 
scattering  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  on  our  course  about  400  or  500  miles  from  Kadiak  Island 
along  the  50th  parallel  north  latitude.  This  would  be  about  September,  between  the  middle  and 
1st  October. 

7.  In  my  three  years'  sealing  I  have  picked  up  three  dead  seals,  two  this  year  on  this  coast,  and  one 
in  Behring  Sea  in  1890.     One  of  those  got  this  year  I  had  killed  myself  a  short  time  before ;  it  was  still 
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warm.  I  know  it  was  one  I  had  killed  myself,  as  there  were  no  other  hunters  around.  The  other  one 
this  year  I  got  early  in  the  morning  close  to  the  vessel  where  we  had  been  hunting  the  day  before. 
The  one  in  Behring  Sea  had  been  dead  a  day  or  two ;  it  had  been  shot  through  the  ribs,  and  very  badly 
wounded. 

8.  That  in  each  year  I  have  been  out  I  have  seen  the  seals  in  bunches  or  schools,  from  three  to  fifteen 
in  a  bunch,  and  sometimes  a  large  school  of  these  bunches.  I  have  seen  this  all  along  the  coast  from 
Cape  Flattery  north  to  the  Bearing  Sea,  and  in  Behring  Sea  I  have  seen  very  large  bands  of  seals— all 
kinds  of  seals  mixed  up.  Generally  these  bauds  and  schools  are  made  up  of  all  ages  of  both  sexes, 
but  now  and  then  I  have  seen  a  bunch  of  all  one  kind  and  sex.  As  we  go  north  the  cows  with  pup 
draw  ahead  of  the  others  and  enter  Behring  Sea  first.  Large  bulls  ("  wigs  ")  seldom  come  south  of 
Queen  Charlotte  Island,  and  go  back  to  the  Sea  very  early. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judiciai  Oaths." 

(Signed)  W.  F.  EOLAND. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  W.  F.  Eoland  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  6th  day  of 
December,  \.u.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  avdfor  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia.. 
(Seal.) 

Declaration  of  Arthur  W.  Roland. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  ABTHTPi  W.  EOLAND,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
Canada,  fur-seal  hunter,  do  solemnly  declare  :— 

1.  That  I  have  been  out  in  three  successive  years  hunting  fur-seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean, 
two  of  which  I  was  in  Behring  Sea  and  once  over  on  Copper  Island  grounds. 

I  was  first  out  in  1890  on  the  "  Ocean  Belle,"  and  in  1891  and  1892  on  the  "  Carlotta 
G.  Cox." 

2.  That  in  each  year  I  was  with  my  brother  William  F.  Eoland,  whose  declaration  I  have 
read.     I  have  a  personal  knowledge  of  what  is  therein  contained,  and  it  is  true  and  correct. 

3.  That  in  1890,  my  first  year,  I  got  73  seals  on  the  coast,  and  49  in  Behring  Sea.  The  "  Ocean 
Belle"  experienced  very  rough  and  thick  weather,  and  had  only  a  few  good  days  in  August  while  in 
the  Sea.  I  lost  none  on  the  coast  by  sinking,  but  in  Behring  Sea  I  lost  two.  I  don't  remember  how 
many  cows  I  got,  either  on  the  coast  or  in  Behring  Sea,  that  year. 

4.  That  in  1891  I  got  125  seals  on  the  coast,  and  lost  3  by  sinking.  In  Behring  Sea  I  got  279' 
seals,  and  lost  by  sinking  not  more  than  5.     1  think  the  exact  number  was  4. 

Both  on  the  coast  and  in  the  Sea  about  one-half  my  catch  was  females,  and  on  the  coast  about 
half  the  females  were  with  pup.  In  Behring  Sea  no  females  in  pup  were  taken.  In  the  first  part  of 
the  season  in  the  Sea  I  got  a  number  of  cows  in  milk,  but  after  the  1st  August  the  cows  were  nearly 
all  dried  up.  The  seals  were  got  from  80  to  125  miles  from  the  islands — most  of  the  seals  from  80  to 
100  miles  off. 

5.  That  in  1892  I  got  286  seals  on  the  coast,  and  lost  by  sinking  1.  After  the  coast  sealing  was 
over  we  went  to  Copper  Island  grounds.  I  got  78  seals  there,  and  lost  two  by  sinking.  I  kept  count 
of  all  the  seals  I  lost  in  that  way,  both  last  year  and  this  year,  and  am  sure  of  the  number  for  each 
year.  My  catch  on  the  coast  was  about  one-third  females  this  year,  and  most  of  these  were  with  pup. 
On  the  Copper  Island  side  about  half  I  got  were  females,  none  with  pup,  some  with  milk,  but  most  of 
the  cows  were  dried  up. 

6.  That  coming  home  this  year  from  Copper  Island  grounds  I  saw  some  scattering  seals  about 
500  miles  south  of  the  Aleutian  "islands  along  the  50th  parallel  of  north  latitude.  Last  year  I  saw 
some  seals  when  about  half-way  between  Unimak  Pass  and  Cape  Flattery  in  nearly  a  direct  course 
between  these  points. 

7.  That  the  fur  of  the  seals  generally  on  the  Asiatic  coast  is  a  shade  darker  than  on  this  side,  but 
I  have  seen  seals  on  this  coast  as  dark  in  colour  as  any  I  saw  over  there.  Except  in  this  respect  there 
is  no  difference  between  them. 

8.  That  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  in  any  other  year  I  have  been  out.  The  largest 
number  I  have  seen  at  one  place  and  time  was  on  the  Fairweather  grounds  this  year  in  the  latter  part 
of  April  and  in  May.  On  the  lower  coast  I  have  seen  great  numbers  of  seals  off  Cape  Flattery  in 
February,  and  off  Cape  Cook  in  March. 

9.  Most  of  the  seals  I  have  lost  by  sinking  were  shot  from  a  long  distance— from  75  to  150  yards 
I  have  killed  and  got  seals  shot  with  a  rifle  at  a  distance  of  200  yards. 

10.  That  last  year  I  picked  up  one  dead  seal  on  the  water  in  Behring  Sea.  It  had  been  killed  by 
a  shot  in  the  body,  and  had  been  dead  two  or  three  days. 

11.  That  very  few  seals  that  are  badly  wounded  escape.  They  are  followed  up,  and  a  second  shot 
kills  them.  Those  that  escape  are  wounded  very  little,  and  soon  get  well.  I  have  got  several  seals 
that  ha\  e  been  wounded.  One  old  bull  I  remember  had  a  charge  of  buck-shot  just  in  front  of  the  fore 
flipper.  The  shot  was  all  there,  and  had  evidently  been  there  two  or  three  years.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  kill  a  seal  with  shot  unless  the  vitals  are  reached. 
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And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true  and  bv  virtue 
of  "  Tiie  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  W.  ROLAND. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Arthur  W.  Roland  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia  this 
6  th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1882. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  John  Maltliews. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  JOHN  MATTHEWS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada, 
fur-seal  hunter,  do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  hunting  fur-seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  two  years,  and  in  Behrim*  Sea  a 
short  time — one  year. 

In  1891  I  was  hunting  on  the  "  Uinbrina,"  and  in  1892  I  was  on  the  "  Brenda." 

2.  That  in  1891,  my  first  year,  I  got  87  seals  on  the  coast,  71  in  Behring  Sea  on  eastern  side 
and  30  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds.  The  "  Umbrina  "  was  warned  out  of  Behring  Sea  after  two  or 
three  weeks'  hunting,  and  we  went  to  the  Asiatic  side. 

3.  That  in  1891  I  kept  account  of  all  the  seals  I  lost  by  sinking.  T  marked  every  seal  I  lost  that 
way  in  my  book.  I  lost  4  on  the  coast,  none  in  Behring  Sea,  and  2  at  Copper  Island.  I  woundeda 
few  seals  that  got  away,  but  I  am  sure  I  got  8  out  of  every  10  seals  that  I  shot  at.  taking  the  season 
through.  All  the  seals  I  lost  were  old  bulls,  which  sink  very  quickly  when  shot,  because  they  are 
generally  very  poor,  all  skin  and  bones.  One  of  these  old  bulls  I  got  alongside  the  boat,  but  he  was 
too  big  to  get  on  board,  and  I  let  him  go. 

4.  That  in  1892  I  got  99  seals  on  the  coast,  and  lost  none  at  all  by  sinking.  I  wounded  a  few,  but 
got  most  of  those  I  wounded.  I  got  98  seals  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds  this  year,  and  lost  by 
sinking  4.  A  few  that  I  wounded  escaped,  but,  taking  the  season  through,  I  got  at  least  8  out  of  everv 
10  I  shot  at.  '      J 

5.  That  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  the  number  of  either  sex  of  seals  I  got  in  any  year,  but 
my  recollection  is  that  the  sexes  were  about  in  equal  numbers.  Of  the  seals  I  got  both  years  on  the 
coast,  not  over  one  in  five  were  females  with  pup. 

In  Behring  Sea,  in  1891,  my  catch  was  nearly  all  bulls,  at  least  five  out  of  every  six.  No  cows 
with  pup  were  got,  but  a  very  few  cows  in  milk  were  got,  some  of  them  nearly  all  dried  up. 

6.  That  on  the  "  Brenda's"  voyage  home  this  year  from  Copper  Island  grounds  I  saw  seals  in  the 
North  Pacific  about  300  miles  south  of  Middleton  Island.  This  was  about  the  middle  of  September. 
We  also  saw  seals  about  15  miles  off  Cape  Elattery  about  21st  September. 

7.  That  I  did  uot  notice  any  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  North  Pacific, 
except  that  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  seemed  not  so  wild  as  on  this  coast.  I  think  there  were  a 
larger  number  of  darker  coloured  seals  on  that  side,  but  the  difference  is  slight,  and  I  have  seen  seals 
of  the  same  shade  of  colour  on  this  side. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOHN  MATTHEWS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Matthews  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  ami  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of'  British  Columbia  this 
6th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  m  mid  for  the  Province  of 
Britisli  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Andrew  McKcil. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  ANDREW  McKEIL,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Canada 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  That  I  have  been  out  on  sealing-vessels  on  the  North  Pacific  coast  two  years  as  mate in  1891 

on  the  "Maud  8.,"  and  in  1892  on  the  "Sadie  Turpel." 

2.  That  in  1891  the  "  Maud  S. "  got  1,533  seal-skins,  caught  by  six  hunters.  More  than  half  of 
the  whole  catch  were  males.  We  did  not  leave  port  until  the  24th  April,  and  our  coast  catch  was  only 
about  400.     The  rest  were  got  in  Behring  Sea.     About  three  out  of  the  five  of  the  females  taken  on 
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the  coast  were  cows  with  pup.  In  Behring  Sea  we  got  no  cows  with  pup.  Up  to  the  1st  August  the 
hunters  get  cows  with  milk  in  them,  but  after  that  date  the  milch  cows  begin  to  disappear,  and  very 
soon  none  are  got  in  milk.     By  the  20th  August  the  milk  in  the  cows  has  all  dried  up. 

3.  That  the  hunters  on  the  "Sadie  Turpel"  this  year  got  451  seals  on  the  coast,  and  244  on  the 
Asiatic  coast  around  Copper  Island.  The  numbeT  of  cows  in  pup  was  about  the  same  as  last  year  on 
the  coast.  On  the  Copper  Island  grounds  about  half  our  catch  were  females.  Mostly  all  the  females 
had  pupped,  and  were  about  dry  of  milk.  We  reached  there  about  the  2nd  August,  and  left  on  the 
2nd  September. 

4.  That  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  last,  especially  off  Cape  Cook,  Cape  Fair- 
weather,  and  Sitka,  but  got  fewer,  partly  owing  to  rougher  weather,  and  partly  to  having  an  inex- 
perienced captain  and  crew. 

5.  That  at  all  the  places  I  have  named  the  seals  were  in  schools  and  bunches,  and  travelling  north 
and  westerly7.  The  schools  or  bunches  were  mixed — all  ages  of  both  sexes,  except  old  bulls,  were 
together. 

6.  That  last  year,  1891,  the  "Maud  S.,"  after  being  warned,  sailed  across  Behring  Sea  in  nearly 
a  direct  line  between  the  Pribyloff  Islands  and  the  Commander  Islands.  I  saw  seals  every  day  on  the 
voyage  over.     These  seals  were  mostly  sleepers,  so  I  cannot  say  which  way  they  wen1  going. 

7.  This  year  the  "  Sadie  Turpel "  went  over  to  the  (.'upper  Island  grounds,  outside  of,  and  about 
75  or  80  miles  south  of,  the  Aleutian  Islands.  I  saw  seals  every  day  on  the  voyage  from  Anmtka 
Pass  to  Atu  Island.  We  got  seven  at  different  times  on  the  way  over.  These  seals  were  shot  from 
the  deck,  and  a  boat  was  lowered  to  get  them  in.  These  seals  were  travelling  in  towards  the  Sea  in  a 
westerly  direction.  They  were  all  bulls,  from  2  years  old  up.  On  the  return  voyage  we  saw  seals  off 
Atu  Island,  about  60  miles  south.  Some  of  these  seals  followed  the  vessels  for  some  time  in  a  south- 
easterly direction. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ANDREW  McKEIL. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Andrew  McKeil  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
6th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  fur  the  Province  of 
JBritish  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  G.  C.  Gcrow. 

MR.  G.  C.  GEROW  declares  as  follows  :— 

1  have  been  sealing  five  seasons.  I  first  went  out  on  the  "  Triumph  "  twelve  years  ago ;  she  was 
afterwards  lost.  Four  years  ago  I  went  out  on  the  new  "  Triumph,"  the  next  year  on  the  "  Ariel,"  the 
third  year  on  the  "  E.  B.  Marvin,"  in  which  I  have  a  part  interest,  and  last  year  on  the  "  Umbrina."  I 
have  always  been  engaged  as  hunter. 

During  the  last  two  years  I  have  kept  a  strict  account  of  the  seals  shot  by  me,  and  would  be 
willing  to  say  under  oath  that  I  did  not  lose  one  in  eighteen.  Often  when  1  would  get  thirty  or  more 
seals  in  one  day  none  would  be  lost,  but  at  other  times  I  would  lose  quite  a  large  percentage,  but  on 
the  whole  season  not  more  than  one  in  eighteen  would  be  lost.  Of  these,  I  am  not  sure  that  they 
were  killed,  but  about  that  percentage  is  struck  and  lost. 

I  have  no  way  of  knowing  how  many  wounded  seals  get  away  and  die,  as  there  is  no  way  of 
telling ;  but  there  are,  not  many,  for  if  a  seal  is  not  badly  wounded  it  will  get  away  and  live.  If  badly 
wounded  it  will  be  certainly  got.  It  is  very  seldom  that  a  seal  can  be  shot  anywhere  but  in  the  head 
or  neck;  if  shot  in  the  head  it  will  die,  and  if  in  the  neck  it  may  git  away  it  not  hit  in  a  vital  part. 
I  know  that  some  wounded  ones  get  away,  For  last  summer  near  Copper  Island  we  took  some  seals 
that  had  been  shot  before,  some  a  week,  and  some  much  longer.  If  many  seals  were  wounded  and  died 
they  would  be  found  afterwards,  as,  unless  a  seal  is  killed  instantly,  it  will  as  a  rule  lloat.  In  rive 
years  I  have  found  but  one  dead  seal.  It  had  been  some  time  dead,  for  it  was  much  decomposed.  If 
a  seal  is  killed  at  once  it  begins  to  sink  in  about  half  a  minute,  always  going  down  rump  first.  A 
male  always  sinks  more  quickly  than  a  female. 

Good  hunters  lose  very  few  seals,  and  poor  hunters  do  not  lose  as  many  as  they  say  they  do. 
They  often  excuse  themselves  for  not  having  brought  in  seals  by  saying  that  they  killed  them,  but  that 
they  stink.     The  pullers  tell  quite  a  different  story,  however. 

Seals  are  sometimes  found  in  schools  or  bunches  of  from  five  to  twenty.  A  year  ago  last 
March  I  found  them  that  way  off  the  Columbia  River.  When  seals  are  in  bunches  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  any  of  them,  as  there  is  sure  to  be  one  or  more  that  are  lively  and  on  the  watch,  and 
who  give  warning  to  the  others.  If  I  saw  one  seal  in  one  direction,  and  a  bunch  in  another,  I  would 
go  after  the  single  seal.  It  is  all  nonsense  to  say  that  if  a  schooner  gets  into  a  school  a  great  many 
are  killed,  for  they  would  likely  all  get  away.  I  never  have  seen  a  school  or  bunch  of  any  particular 
kind  of  seal.  Late  in  the  season  there  are  a  good  many  young  males  that  do  not  go  to  the  islands 
until  late,  or  not  ?i  all ;  but  at  other  times  all  kinds  are  mixed  together ;  sometimes,  however,  a  day's 
hunt  will  consist  oi  nearly  all  males,  and  sometimes  nearly  all  females. 

Of  my  coast  catch  about  two-thirds  are  females,  and  about  the  same  in  Behring  Sea.  In  a  good 
season's  catch  there  would  be  about  100  to  150  barren  females. 
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I  have  found  all  along  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  females  in  milk  who  have  dropped  their  pups. 
The  most  I  ever  saw  was  when  ou  the  "  Triumph  "  Jour  years  ago ;  in  June  we  got  seventy  or  more 
females  in  milk  that  had  dropped  their  young.  I  and  all  other  sealers  have  had  this  experience,  and 
believe  that  the  seals  have  some  place  about,  or  south  of,  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  where  they  give 
birth  to  their  young. 

I  have  seen  seals  catching  young  cod  and  salmon  and  a  fish  like  a  mackerel,  and  have  found  the 
same  kinds  in  them. 

I  have  never  taken  or  heard  of  any  one  else  taking  a  stagey  skin,  or  one  that  was  not  as  good  at 
one  season  as  another. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  cows  go  to  sea  to  feed  when  they  have  young  on  the  islands,  but  far  to  the 
westward  cows  in  milk  are  seldom  taken ;  the  seals  there  are  young  females  and  males. 

I  have  taken  seals  in  the  172nd  Pass  early  in  July,  and  in  all  the  passes  east  of  that. 

All  the  years  before  last  year  I  found  young  seals  in  September  all  along  between  the  pass  by 
winch  we  came  out  of  Behring  Sea  and  Cape  Cook.  These  seals  had  not  been  at  the  breeding-islands. 
Last  year  was  too  stormy,  and  no  look-out  was  kept. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  seals  can  be  exterminated  if  all  the  schooners  in  America  are  sent  after 
them,  if  they  are  protected  on  the  breeding-islands.  There  will  never  be  more  schooners  sent  after 
them  than  it  pays  to  send,  but  even  if  there  were,  the  seal  understands  getting  away  better  than  men 
understanding  taking  them. 

They  are  getting  more  wary  every  year,  and  unless  they  are  asleep  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
them.  They  seem  to  know  now  that  we  want  them.  They  used  to  come  close  up  to  the  boat  and  look 
at  ns  ;  now  they  don't  come  near  us  at  all.  Formerly,  if  two  sleepers  were  found  together,  both 
would  very  likely  be  got,  as  after  one  was  shot  the  other  would  come  up  beside  it  and  look  about  and 
would  be  easily  shot ;  now  the  second  one  goes  down  and  will  not  be  seen  again,  or  comes  up  out  of 
reach.  Formerly,  if  we  found  ten  or  so  in  a  bunch  of  kelp,  we  would  get  at  least  six  ;  now  we're  lucky 
to  get  two. 

They  were  as  plentiful  as  ever  last  year,  hut  very  much  harder  to  get. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  given  the  above  facts  voluntarily  and  without  consideration. 

(Signed)  G.  C.  GEROW. 

I  certify  that  the  above  declaration  was  read  over  to  Mr.  G.  C.  Gerow,  and  signed  by  him  in  my 
presence. 

(Signed)  Gordon  F.  Grant, 

Chief  Engineer,  Steam-ship  "  Quadra." 

Steam-ship  "  Quadra,  May  12,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Captain  James  Gaudin. 


I,  CAPTAIN  JAMES  GAUDIN,  of  the  steam-ship  "  Quadra,"  do  solemnly  declare  :— 

That  I  was  in  the  year  18»7  captain  of  the  schooner  "  Ada."  Early  in  July  we  started  from 
Victoria  on  a  sealing  voyage.  As  it  was  late  we  steered  direct  for  Behring  Sea,  and  saw  no  seals  until 
we  got  there  about  the  20th  July.  We  were  seized  by  the  "  Bear  "  about  the  25th  August.  We  ^ot 
nearly  1,900  seals  while  in  Behring  Sea.     I  had  an  Indian  crew. 

From  their  reports  I  know  that  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  seals  killed  were  lost.  They  used  both 
guns  and  spears.  There  were  ten  or  twelve  seals  shot  from  the  schooner,  to  get  which  a  boat  had  to 
be  lowered.  None  were  lost,  so  they  must  have  floated  two  or  three  minutes  at  least.  My  hunters 
always  said  that  if  the  boatmen  were  smart  seals  were  seldom  lost. 

They  never  fired  at  long  range— 20  or  30  feet.  Never  saw  a  school  of  seals.  They  don't  "0  in 
schools.  There  was  not  one  grey  pup  among  all  the  seals  we  got.  They  were  chiefly  females^  but 
nearly  all  were  dry  as  if  they  had  had  their  pups,  but  were  through  suckling  them.  A  few  were  in 
milk.     On  the  stomachs  of  seals  we  found  a  fish  like  a  mackerel,  and  sometimes  squid. 

About  the  1st  September  seals  were  plentiful  outside  Akutan  Pass.  We  never  "ot  seals  whose 
skins  were  stagey  or  poorer  at  one  season  than  another.  I  don't  think  seals  can  ever  be  exterminated 
by  killing  them  at  sea ;  they  have  too  many  chances  of  getting  away. 

(Signed)  JAS.  GAUDIN. 

Steam-ship  "  Chieftain"  May  23,  1892. 


Declaration  of  CJiarlcs  Blomquist. 


I,  CHARLES  BLOMQUIST,  do  solemnly  declare  :— 

That  I  was  for  three  months  last  year  (1891)  steerer  in  one  of  the  sealing-boats  of  the  schooner 
"  Sea  Lion."  I  was  in  her  up  to  the  date  of  her  being  warned  by  the  "  Nymphe."  My  position  as 
steerer  gave  me  a  good  chance  of  seeing  how  many  seals  were  missed  by  the  hunter  in  the  boat  in 
which  I  was,  and  how  many  of  those  killed  sank  and  were  lost.  It  is  easy  to  tell  when  a  seal  is  hit 
and  killed,  because  they  generally  throw  their  flippers  up  iii  the  air,  and  bring  them  down  on  the  water 
before  they  sink.  If  they  are  missed,  or  only  wounded,  they  "  breach  "  at  once,  and  dive,  coming  up 
far  away.  The  hunter  I  was  with  missed  a  good  many.  He  killed  149  seals,  and  of  these  3  sank ; 
one  of  these  was  gaffed,  but  sank  with  the  gaff.  When  a  seal  is  shot,  it  sometimes  sinks  at  once  and 
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sometimes  it  does  not  sink  at  all.     One  day  the  hunter  shot  two  sleepers  near  one  another,  one  on 
side  of  the  boat,  and  both  floated.     If  a  seal  is  shot  in  the  windpipe,  it  sinks  at  once.     I  skinned- 

nearly  all  the  L 49  seals,  and  saw  the  others.     There  were  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  females  among 

them.     Nearly  all  of  these  seals  were  got  around  Middleton  Island. 

I  heard  some  Indians  talking  on  the  schooner  "  Aurora  ;"  they  said  that  they  had  been  ashore  on 

Middleton  Island,  and  had  killed  seals  there. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  BLOMQUIST. 

I  certify  that  the  above  declaration  was  read  over  to  and  signed  by  Charles  Blomquist  in  my 
presence. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  Cullum. 

Steam-ship  "  Chieftain,"  May  23, 1892. 


Declaration  of  Captain  S.  W.  Buchnan. 

I,  CAPTAIX  S.  W.  BTJCKMAN,  now  a  pilot  on  China  and  other  steamers  coming  to  this  port, 
declare : — 

That  I  was,  in  1886,  captain  of  the  steamer  "  Sardonyx,"  running  from  Hong  Kong  to  Victoria. 
In  that  year  we  passed  through  seals  for  two  days  and  a  part  vi'  a  third  about  150  miles  south  of  the 
Aleutian  Islands.  We  moved  at  the  rate  of  about  9i  miles  an  hour.  We  saw  the  last  of  them  some- 
where about  the  172nd  meridian. 

The  captain  and  mate  of  the  "Zambesi"  have  told  me  that  in  January  last  they  saw  seals  in 
about  the  same  place,  or  a  little  to  the  west  of  where  I  saw  them.  When  I  saw  them  they  were  about 
as  plentiful  as  sealers  generally  find  them,  but  the  officers  of  the  "Zambesi"  report  them  as  being 
much  more  abundant  than  that.  I  consider  that  they  came  from  the  Japan  side,  and  were  a  part  of 
the  seals  that  go  to  the  Commander  Islands. 

In  1889  1  was  captain  of  the  schooner  "  Ariel,"  which  went  to  Behring  Sea  on  a  sealing  voyage. 
In  that  year  we  saw  a  good  many-females  in  milk  that  had  had  their  young,  south  of  the  Aleutian 
Islands,  and  in  June,  north  of  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  we  saw  a  few  young  seals  at  times  swimming 
in  the  water;  they  appeared  to  be  about  two  months  old.  I  do  not  think  that  all  the  seals  go  to 
Behring  Sea,  but  believe  that  some  of  them  remain  around  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  all  the  year 
round.     I  cannot  give  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  females  taken,  as  I  never  kept  any  record. 

I  do  not  think  that  more  than  one  out  of  ten  or  fifteen  seals  killed  is  lost  at  the  very  outside. 
While  I  was  out  a  good  many  seals  were  shot  from  the  schooner,  and  they  were  nearly  always 
although  it  takes  some  minutes  to  lower  a  boat.  I  have  very  seldom  seen  them  sink.  Hunters  will 
sometimes  shoot  three  or  four  seals  before  picking  them  up.  I  have  noticed  that  when  the 
of  seals  are  thrown  overboard  a  great  many  float,  more  than  half  of  them.  My  hunters  shot  at  seals 
when  about  40  or  50  feet  from  them,  and  at  that  distance  it  does  not  take  long  to  reach  them  alter 
they  are  shot. 

On  thinking  over  the  matter,  I  do  not  believe  that  more  than  one  seal  out  of  twenty  or  twenty-five 
killed  is  lost.  I  have  seen  the  seals  catching  a  fish  like  a  mackerel,  but  I  have  never  examined  the 
contents  of  a  seal's  stomach. 

I  have  never  seen  more  than  eight  or  ten  seals  together  in  fine  weather,  but  in  rough  weather 
they  seem  to  travel  more,  and  then  I  have  seen  many  more  than  that;  as  far  as  half-a-rmle  would  be 
covered  with  them  a  little  distance  apart.  I  have  found  that  some  boats  would  bring  in  all  small- 
sized  bulls,  while  others  bring  all  females. 

Barren  females  are  often  found.  I  think  that  the  young  males  travel  together,  and  that  the  older 
ones  go  with  the  females. 

1  never  saw  a  skin  taken  in  the  summer  that  was  poorer  than  at  other  times. 

(Signed)  S.  W.  BUCKMAN. 

Victoria,  June  1, 1892. 


Declaration  of  Captain  William  Grunt. 


I,  CAPTAIX  WILLIAM  GRANT,  declare:— 

That  I  made  many  voyages  to  and  from  China  and  Japan,  and  that  I  have  often  seen  seals  at  sea. 
The  following  is  an   extract  from  my  private  diary  when  a  passsenger  on  the  "  Parthia" :  "Noon,  the 

1  >ei  ember,  18(J0.  Latitude  42  29'  north.  Longitude  157°  35'  east.  At  10  a.m.  saw  lots  of  seals 
around  the  ship  in  large  schools  jumping  out  of  the  water,  heading  towards  the  south."  Some  of  the 
officers  had  noticed  seals  when  day  broke,  and  they  were  very  plentiful  until  about  11  o'clock,  when  the 
sea  gi  ;h,  and  they  could  no  longer  be  seen.     They  were  travelling  for  the  most  part  in  schools, 

sometimes  ;is  many  us  30  or  40  together.  They  were  not  of  one  particular  age  or  sex.  but  were  of  all 
kinds.  When  captain  of  the  barque  "  George,"  running  from  China  to  Victoria,  I,  on  three  different 
trips,  noticed  seals  in  about  the  same,  locality,  but  do  not  now  remember  the  time  of  year  in  which 
they  were  seen,  as  no  note  was  taken  at  the  time.  After  I  left  the  "George"  I  put  Captain  Townsend 
in  charge,  and  he  has  told  me  that  on  two  voyages  he  saw  seals  in  about  the  same  latitude  and 
longitude  as  that  mentioned  above;  the  locality  was  marked  on  a  chart  by  him.  The  chart  is  now  on 
the  "  Aiuoka."     Captain  O'Leary,  of  the  "  Ocean  Belle,"  told  me  that  in  October  last  year,  when 
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returning  from  sealing  near  the  Commander  Islands,  he  found  seals  very  abundant  about  half-way 
between  Cape  Kapury  and  Attn  Island. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  GRANT. 

Seven  hundred  seals  were  taken  by  "  Ocean  Belle  "  in  three  days  at  locality  mentioned. 

W.  G. 
Victoria,  June  1,  1892. 


Deposition  of  Edward  Pratt  Miner. 

State  of  Washington,  King  County, 

City  of  Seattle, 

EDWARD  PRATT  MINER,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows:— 

I  went  out  sea-otter  or  seal  hunting  in  1870,  when  I  went  sea-otter  hunting  on  the  coast  of 
California.  Between  187li  and  1878  I  was  hair-seal  hunting  on  the  Santa  Barbara  Islands.  In  1878 
I  was  again  sea-otter  hunting  on  the  Californian  coast,  in  1879  I  was  not  out  at  all,  but  in  1880  I 
was  out  in  the  schooner  "Three  Sisters,"  of  San  Francisco,  Captain  Beckwith,  master.  She  was 
chartered  by  H.  Ltebes  &  Co.,  and  was  supposed  to  be  going  out  on  a  sea-otter  and  fur-seal  hunting 
expedition,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  all  of  us  who  shipped  as  hunters  knew  that  the  vessel  had  been 
fitted  out  for  a  raid  on  the  rookeries  on  the  Commander  Islands.  We  lowered  boats  twice  on  the 
Alaskan  coast  on  the  way  north  and  got  one  sea-otter,  but  did  no  fur-seal  hunting.  Early  in  July  we 
started  from  the  Alaskan  coast  for  the  Commander  Islands,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  month  landed 
on  the  west  side  of  Copper  Island.  We  landed  in  the  day-time  in  a  fog.  There  were  three  boats. 
We  had  killed  about  800  seals  before  we  were  seen,  but  had  taken  none  of  them  on  board  the  vessel 
A  bidarka  with  natives  in  it  came  along  then,  and  we  knew  that  warning  would  be  given  to  the  people 
on  the  island,  and  we  began  skinning  the  seals.  In  about  an  hour  what  appeared  to  be  fifty  men  came 
across  the  island  to  where  we  were,  and  began  firing  at  us  with  blank  cartridges.  We  started  off  at 
once,  but  when  some  distance  from  land  began  killing  seals  in  the  kelp.  They  then  tired  on  us  with 
bullets,  and  we  went  on  the  schooner.  All  the  skins  we  got  of  the  seals  we  killed  was  loo.  Bef 
we  made  the  raid  on  the  seal  rookery  we  had  anchored  at  the  north  end  of  Copper  Island  where 
sea-otter  are  plentiful,  and  while  there,  a  bidarka  full  of  natives  came  out  to  us  and  .served  a  warning 
on  the  captain,  telling  him  that  he  must  not  hunt  within  5  miles  of  the  islands— =-the  miles  were.  I 
suppose,  meant  for  Russian  miles.  We  went  from  Copper  Island  to  the  Kurile  Islands  to  look  for 
sea-otter,  and  after  getting  one  sailed  on  the  4th  August  for  San  Francisco. 

In  1881  I  went  out  on  the  "Annie.  Cashman,"  of  San  Francisco,  on  a  seal-hunting  trip.  During 
April  and  the  early  part  of  May  we  sealed  off  Cape  Flattery.  This  was  the  first  pelagic  sealing  I  had 
ever  done,  and  had  not  heard  of  other  white  men  killing  seals  in  the  water  before  that  time.  We 
went  from  there  to  the  Shimigin  Islands,  killing  some  seals  as  we  went  along,  and  spent  some  time 
there,  going  into  Behring  Sea  in  the  latter  part  of  June.  We  didn't  hunt  seals  there,  but  were  looking 
for  walrus.  We  were  at  St.  Matthew  Island  the  4th  July,  and  went  from  there  to  Copper  Island. 
We  landed  there  one  clear  day,  and  in  an  hour  and  a-half  took  250  seals,  and  had  them  all  on  board 
before  the  natives  came  to  where  we  were.  We  went  away  then,  but  came  back  the  next  night.  We 
were  fired  on  by  the  natives,  and  did  not  land.  We  went  from  there  to  Robben  Island,  reaching  there 
about  the  1st  November.  Our  schooner  and  three  others  anchored  there,  ami  we  went  ashore  and 
clubbed  the  seals.  Our  schooner's  share  was  800  skins.  We  went  from  there  to  Yokahama,  where  I 
remained. 

The  next  year,  1882,  I  sailed  from  Yokahama  in  the  schooner  '•'  Otome "  otter  hunting  to  the 
Kurile  Islands.  The  year  before  this  Captain  Snow  had  found  a  new  rookery  on  Shred-noi  Island. 
and  in  1882  we  went  there  and  camped  ashore;  there  were  eight  schooners  of  us.  I  do  not  remember 
exactly  how  many  seals  we  got  then,  but  know  that  there  were  1,000  in  the  first  drive.  A  rookery 
had  been  found  on  Moo-shire  Rocks  the  year  before,  and  we  worked  both  rookeries  that  .summer. 
Shred-noi  Island  and  Moo-shire  Rock  are  about  160  miles  apart,  and  form  part  of  the  Kurile  group. 
We  went  from  there  to  Robben  Island,  and  waited  until  the  "  Leon" — the  vessel  that  was  guarding  the 
island — went  away  ;  we  then  landed  and  killed  about  12,000  seals.  It  was  either  this  year  or  the 
previous  one,  I  am  not  now  sure  which,  that  Captain  Blair,  of  the  "  Leon,"  had,  in  order  to  break  up  the 
rookery,  killed  all  the  seals  that  could  lie  found.  He  did  not  have  them  skinned,  but  simply  cut  them 
down  the  back  and  across  the  body,  and  left  them  in  piles  on  the  beach  to  rot.  I  estimated  that  there 
were  about  20,000  in  all.  I  heard  that  after  we  had  been  there  men  landed  and  buried  the  seals  si  i 
that  others  would  haul  out,  but  while  we  were  there  nothing  was  done,  and  all  the  seals  we  got  were 
the  ones  that  came  ashore.     From  there  we  went  to  Yokahama. 

In  188o  I  went  in  the  schooner  "Otsego,"  of  Yokahama,  sea-otter  and  seal  hunting,  but  we 
wanted  particularly  to  find  a  rookery  in  the  Japan  Sea.  I  was  mate  and  navigator.  We  were  looking 
for  the  Waywoda  Rocks  on  which  seals  had  been  reported  to  haul  out,  but  these  rocks,  I  believe,  do 
not  exist.  We  found  seals,  however,  on  the  Bittern  Rocks,  14  miles  off  north- west  coast  of  Nipon 
Island.  They  hauled  out  there  every  year,  though  the  natives  killed  them  as  fast  as  they  came  ashore. 
We  went  salmon  fishing  after  that,  and  then  to  Robben  Island,  where  300  or  400  seals  were  got. 

In  1884  I  was  mate  and  hunter  on  the  schooner  "  Penelope  ;"  we  hunted  sea-otter  on  the  Kurile 
Islands,  and  then  north  along  the  Kamstchatkan  coast  to  Karaginski  Island.  We  killed  fur-seals  here 
and  there  all  up  the  coast,  and  near  Karaginski  Island  as  well.  These  seals,  I  think,  were  from  the 
Commander  Islands,  as  I  was  ashore  in  many  places  on  Karaginski  Island,  and  saw  no  signs  of 
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fur-seals  or  of  rookery  grounds.     In  1SS1  when  we  went  from  St.  Matthew  Island  to  Copper  Island  we 
mski  Island,  but  saw  uo  tin-seals  near  there.      We  landed  on  the  two  small  islands  to 
the  northward  of  Karaginski,  and  though  we  found  no  fur-seals  we  found  a  great  many  skeletons  and 
skulls  ashore  there  ;  the  skulls  were  all  broken  up  as  if  they  had  been  clubbed. 

In  1S84  we  went  from  Karaginski  Island  to  Yokahama,  getting  a  few  seals  on  the  Moo-shin 
Eocks. 

In  1885  I  went  out  as  master  of  the  "  Penelope,"  and  discovered  a  new  rookery  on  Eikoka  Island, 

,,i f  the  Kurile  group.     We   got    about   ^,500   skins  there.     I  had  not  enough  salt  to  cure  more, 

and  v.,  n;  to  Yokahama.  When  the  news  spread  several  other  schooners  went  to  this  rookery  and 
frightened  the  seals  away  :  1,600  was.  I  think,  the  most  any  one  got.  We  went  back  there  again  from 
Yokahama,  hut  the  other  schooners  had  been  ahead  of  us,  and  we  got  nothing.  I  went,  however,  to 
Robben  Reef,  and  got  there  about  800  skins.  I  forgot  to  say  that  the  schooner  "  Leon,"  spoken  of 
before  in  this  affidavit,  belonged  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  was  the  vessel  that  always 
guarded  Robben  Reef. 

In  1886  I  was  again  master  of  the  "Penelope,"  and  visited  Eikoka  Island,  Moo-shin  Eocks,  and 
d-noi,  but  got  only  about  ■  In  October  of  that  year  I  went  across  through  Behring  Sea, 

and  out  through  Unimak  Pass,  and  then  on  to  Victoria. 

In  1887  I  fitted  out  the  "  Penelope"  for  pelagic  scaling,  and  early  in  February  began  sealing  along 
the  coast,  Before  the  1st  .May  I  had  taken  975  seals,  and  then  went  into  Victoria  and  refitted.  I 
then  hunted  north  along  the  coast  t  i  Behring  Sea,  and  took  for  the  season  2,500  skins.  I  hunted 
myself  and  made'  the  third  catch,  I  think.  I  got  about  400  seals,  and  did  not  lose  more  than  four  or 
five  by  sinking. 

In  1888  1  took  the  schooner  "  Lillie  L"  from  San  Francisco.     I  was  master.     We  sailed  along  the 

coast  to  Shumigin  Islands,  taking  about  900  seals.     I  hunted  myself  that  year,  to,,,  and  I  it  the 

i  entage  of  seals  as  the  year  before.     From  the  Shumijzin  Islands  we  went  to  the  Commander 

Islands  and  sealed  at  sea  there,  getting  about  200  seals.     We  came  home  through  Behring  Sea,  and 

took  n lion t  500  skins. 

In  1889  I  was  again  on  the  "Lillie  L"  as  master,  and  made  the  same  voyage  as  in  1888,  except 
that  we  did  not  go  to  the  Russian  side.  We  got  about  1,700  skins.  I  hunted  myself,  and  lost  about 
the  same  percentage  by  sinking  as  I  did  in  1888. 

In  1890  I  was  master  of  the  "  AI lie  I.  Alger."  We  sealed  along  the  coast  as  before,  and  in 
Behiing  Sea.  We  got  2,600  seals  for  the  season.  I  hunted  that  year,  too,  and  took  350  seals,  losing 
not  more  than  four  or  five. 

In  1891  I  was  master  of  the  "Henry  Dennis,"  and  sealed  north  aloug  the  coast,  but  did  not  go 
into  Behring  Sea.  I  went  to  the  Eussian  side,  but  we  were  very  late,  and  did  not  get  many  seals 
there.     We  took  only  1,083  seals  during  the  season. 

This  year  I  was  again  master  of  the  "  Henry  Dennis."  We  sealed  along  the  coast,  and  then  went 
to  the  Asiatic  side.  We  took  2,406  skins.  I  hunted  very  little  myself,  and  killed  only  159  seals, 
losing  more  by  sinking  than  I  ever  did  before.  I  lost  seven  or  eight.  On  the  21st  day  of  April  my 
el  was  boarded  by  an  officer  of  the  United  Slates'  revenue-cutter  "  Corwin,"  who  invited  me  to  go 
on  board  thai-  vessel.  While  there.  I  was  told  by  Captain  Lavender  or  Captain  Hooper  that  Captain 
Lavender  was  collecting  evidence  about  seals,  and  that  lie  would  be  pleased  if  I  and  my  hunters  would 
tell  him  what  we  knew.  I  understood  that  he  wished  us  to  make  affidavits.  I  sent  for  my  hunters, 
and  in  the  meantime  was  examined  by  Captain  Lavender.  He  wanted  to  know  in  particular  the 
percentage  of  female  seals  that  were  taken  on  the  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea,  and  the  number  of  seals 
that  were  lost  by  sinking,  or  that  were  mortally  wounded  and  died  afterwards.  I  told  him  that  I 
thought  about  40*per  cent,  of  the  seals  taken  on  the  coast  were  females,  and  this  was  taken  down.  I 
said  that  my  experience  in  Behring  Sea  was  that  about  60  per  cent,  were  females.  1  told  him  that  not 
more  than  2  or  3  per  cent,  were  lost,  and  that  a  good  hunter  wounded  very  few  seals  badly  that  he  did 
not  'jet,  I  told  Captain  Lavender  that  not  more  than  one  seal  in  100  that  was  crippled  by  a 
hunter  and  not  got  would  die  afterwards.  I  was  asked  what  I  considered  would  be  a  good  way  of 
protecting  the  seals,  and  told  him  that,  in  my  opinion,  if  there  was  no  killing  on  the  islands,  and  there 
was  a  close  season  from  the  1st  January  to  the  loth  July  or  1st  August,  nothing  more  would  be 
necessary  to  fully  protect  the  seal.  After  my  evidence  had  been  taken  down,  it  was  read  over  to  me, 
I  Eound  that'  many  things  1  had  said  were  misconstrued,  and  I  insisted  on  having  these  set  right. 
He  first  made  changes  that  1  would  not  agree  to,  and  then  wrote  down  what  I  wanted.  I  signed  the 
iment  then,  but  was  not  asked  to  swear  to  it.  When  the  hunters  came  on  board,  only  one  of  them 
—my  brother— was  examined.  They  apparently  did  not  care  for  the  kind  of  evidence  he  gave,  and 
did  not  ask  to  examine  the  others.  The  hunters  were  surprised  that  only  one  of  them  should  be  asked 
to  give  evidence  when  all  had  been  invited  on  board  to  do  so. 

3  I  know  Brown,  who  was  on  the  "  Corwin  "  as  seal-hunter.  He  is  known  on  the  coast  everywhere 
as  "  crazy  "  Brown,  and  is  well  known  to  be  of  no  use  whatever  as  a  hunter.  I  gathered  from  the 
officers  on  the  "Corwin  "  that  they  thought  it  very  strange  that  he  did  not  get  more  seals.  He  had 
bad  little  experience  as  a  hunter,  and  was  not  a  man  that  any  captain  who  knew  anything  about 
sealin"  would  take  out  with  him  as  a  hunter. 

This  year,  before  1  got  to  the  Fairweather  Grounds,  my  catch  was  males  and  females  mixed  in  the 
usual  way,  but  when  we  got  to  the  Fairweather  Grounds  our  catch  was  almost  exclusively  males.  The 
day  the  "Corwin"  was  with  us  I  was  asked  for  the  carcases  of  the  seals  that  were  taken  that  day,  and 
gave  them  40  ;  39  of  these  were  males.  I  took  1,040  seals  in  April,  and  there  was  not  among  them 
more  than  50  females. 

I  saw  on  the  coast  this  vear  more  seals  than  ever  before,  taking  1,825  skins  tor  my  coast  catch. 
I  never  m  the  years  I  was  on  the  Japan  coast  saw  seals  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  water — 
certainly  m  nothing  like  the  numbers  they  are  reported  there  now.     I  have  seen  many  thousand  skins 
from  both  the  Asiatic  and  American  sides" of  Behring  Sea,  and  could  never  see  any  difference  between 
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them,  ami  do  not  believe  thai  any  one  could.     I  sealed  on  both  sides  tin's  year,  and  do  not  believe  that 
any  one  could  separate  my  Copper  Island  skins  from  the  American  coast  skins. 

I  have  frequently  heard  of  raids  being  made  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  In  1881  or  1881!  two 
schooners  anchored  to  the  northward  of  St.  Paul  Island  for  marly  the  whole  summer.  They  were  the 
"Otter"  and  "  Alexander,"  vessels  owned  by  Liehes  and  Co.,  of  San  Francisco.  The  captains  of  these 
vessels  told  me  of  this  themselves.  In  1890,  in  September,  the  "  ( '.  II.  White  "  made  a  raid  on  the 
islands,  and  from  what  I  was  told  by  the  men  on  board  of  her  nothing  was  known  on  the  islands  of 
this  raid.  The  "Edward  Webster"  raided  St.  George  Island  in  1889.  The  Captain  told  me  of  this 
himself,  and  it  is  well  known  in  San  Francisco.  I  have  seen  money  stamped  "A.  C.  C,"  and  know 
that  this  was  done  to  prevent  natives  receiving  money  from  outside  people,  as  they  were  known  to  do, 
or  from  spending  anywdiere  else  the  money  given  by  the  Company.  I  saw  this  money  in  Alaska  as 
well  as  on  the  Commander  Islands. 

I  do  not  think  that  there  were  any  vessels  sealing  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  other  than  those  that 
were  seized,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  there  had  been  any  I  would  have  heard  of  it. 

I  was  born  in  the  State  of  California,  and  am  and  always  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

I  have  read  over  the  statements  contained  in  this  affidavit,  and  swear  that  they  are  all  true,  and 
that  no  consideration  was  given  or  offered  me  for  having  made  them. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  PRATT  MINER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  13th  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  C.  D.  Emery, 

Notary  Public,  resident  in  Seattle. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Joseph  J.  BecJdngham. 

State  of  Washington,  King  County, 
City  of  Seattle. 

JOSEPH  J.  BECKINGHAM,  being  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  :— 

I  have  been  out  two  years  sealing — one  year  as  a  boat-puller,  and  the  next  year  as  boat- 
steerer. 

I  have  a  good  opportunity  when  in  the  sealing-boat  to  see  the  number  of  seals  that  are  killed  and 
secured,  as  well  as  those  lost  by  sinking.  There  is  not  one  seal  out  of  100  lost,  as  far  as  my  experience 
goes.     The  boat  I  was  in  this  year  got  forty-six  skins,  and  not  one  was  lost  by  sinking.  ' 

Seals  were  very  numerous  this  year,  and  had  the  hunter  I  was  with  been  a  good  one  he  would 
have  got  several  hundred  skins,  but  the  hunter  was  no  good,  and  missed  nearly  all  he  shot  at. 

Seals  float  two  or  three  minutes  as  a  rule,  but  very  often  much  longer. 

From  the  seals  I  have  seen  I  would  say  that  there  are  about  as  many  cows  taken  as  bulls,  but  not 
more. 

The  hunters  I  have  been  with  shoot  at  seals  when  15  or  20  yards  from  them,  and  there  is  not  time 
for  a  seal  to  sink  before  the  boat  reaches  it. 

I  was  over  on  the  Russian  side  this  year,  but  could  not  see  any  difference  between  the  seals  there 
and  those  on  the  American  side. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  J.  BECKINGHAM. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  George  S.  Bush, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington, 

residing  at  Seattle. 
(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Henry  Stewart  Algecr 

State  of  AVashington.  King  County, 
City  of  Seattle. 

HENRY  STEWART  ALGAR,  being  sworn,  deposes  as  follows:— 

That  I  was  first  engaged  in  sealing  in  1889,  when  I  went  out  as  master  of  the  sealing-schooner 
"  Allie  I.  Alger,"  owned  at  that  time  by  myself. 

I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

That  year  (1889)  we  sealed  along  the  coast  and  into  Behring  Sea.  I  was  not  out  again  until  1891, 
when  I  was  out  in  the  same  vessel  as  master. 

In  1889  I  sealed  up  the  coast  and  went  into  Behring  Sea,  and  in  1891  I  sealed  along  the  coast  as 
before,  but  went  then  to  the  Russian  side  of  Behring  Sea.     I  do  not  hunt  myself. 

I  found  the  seals  as  plentiful  in  1891  as  in  the  former  year,  and  made  a  large  catch  on  the  coast, 
but  the  seals  were  very  much  wilder  and  harder  to  get  than  in  the  former  year.  I  had  a  better  lot  of 
hunters  than  the  average. 

I  have  noticed  that  seals  sometimes  travel  in  schools,  and  have  seen  them  in  schools  south  of  Cape 
[118]  2  H 
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Flattery,  as  well  as  farther  north.     When  seals  are  in  schools  they  are  very  difficult  to  get  at,  and  we 
count  on  getting  very  few  at  such  times. 

I  have  noticed  that  when  the  seals  were  brought  on  hoard  there  were  always  both  males  and 
females,  and  know  from  that  that  both  sexes  are  found  together.  I  have  never  counted  the  seals  to  see 
whether  there  were  more  males  than  females  among  those  taken. 

I  think  that  when  the  lease  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  expired  a  proper  guard  should 
have  been  placed  on  the  islands,  and  no  seals  killed  there  at  all.  They  should  be  protected  while 
breeding,  and  there  would  then  be  no  danger  of  their  growing  less  at  sea. 

As  a  schooner  owner  1  know  that  there  can  never  be  more  schooners  than  at  present  engaged  in 
this  business  at  a  profit,  for  even  though  the  seals  do  not  decrease,  the  catch  per  individual  schooner 
will  not  pay  expenses,  and  if  the  seals  decrease  the  number  of  schooners  must  grow  less.  It  costs  a 
good  deal  of  money  to  outfit  a  schooner  properly,  and  when  the  catches  are  not  good  then  there  is  of 
course  a  great  loss. 

There  should,  I  think,  lie  a  heavy  penalty  for  raiding  on  the  islands,  and  there  ought  to  be  a 
sufficient  guard  placed  there  to  make  a  successful  raid  impossible.  I  don't  know  personally  of  any 
raids  having  been  made  on  the  islands,  but  last  year  I  met  a  man  a.t  Allatak  Bay,  Kadiak  Island,  who 
said  he  had  been  raiding  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  in  August  1890,  and  as  I  remember  it  now  there 
was  some  talk  of  a  raid  being  made  on  the  islands  that  season,  1891.  The  man  I  saw  was  then  on  a 
schooner  called  the  "  Pearl,"  I  think,  of  which  Edward  Littlejohn  was  captain. 

There  is  no  difference,  as  far  as  I  could  ever  see,  between  the  seals  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  Behring 
Sea  and  on  the  American  side  as  regards  size,  shape,  general  appearance,  &c. 

I  feel  quite  sure  that  there  are  not  fewer  seals  now  than  six  or  eight  years  ago,  for  while  there 
were  many  fewer  vessels  then  than  now  the  catches  were,  as  a  rule,  not  so  large. 

I  have  read  the  statements  written  down  in  this  affidavit,  and  swear  that  they  are  all  true,  and 
that  no  consideration  has  been  given  me  for  having  made  them. 

(Signed)  HENRY  STEWART  ALGAE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  12th  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  C.  D.  Emeky. 

Notary  Public  resident  at  Seattle. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Hiram  B.  Jones. 


State  of  Washington,  King  County, 
City  of  Seattle. 

HIRAM  B.  JONES,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : — 

That  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  sealing  business  five  years — three  years  as  master.  I  have  been 
master  of  the  schooner  "  Challenge "  in  1887,  the  "  Edward  E.  Webster "  in  1888,  and  last  year  I 
was  master  of  the  "  Allie  I.  Alger."     By  last  year  I  mean  this  past  season. 

The  "  Allie  I.  Alger  "  is  a  Seattle  schooner,  owned  by  Mr.  Nixon.  I  hunt  a  good  deal  myself. 
I  never  kept  any  exact  account  of  the  seals  I  killed  and  those  that  sank  after  being  shot,  but  the 
number  would  not  be  more  than  3  out  of  100. 

I  generally  shoot  at  seals  at  from  15  to  35  yards  from  them. 

Seals  travel  in  schools  very  frequently.  I  have  seen  them  this  way  very  often  south  of  Cape 
Flattery,  as  well  as  north  on  the  Fairweather  Grounds.  Seals  are  more  difficult  to  get  when  they  are 
in  schools  than  when  they  are  scattered  about  singly.  We  don't  like  to  get  too  big  a  band  of  them 
together,  and  when  several  are  together  some  are  sure  to  be  awake. 

Some  places  we  get  nearly  all  males  and  some  places  nearly  all  females,  but  generally  the  two 
sexes  are  mixed,  and  with  them  are  the  yearlings,  that  is,  the  yearlings  travel  with  the  older  seals. 

This  year  I  noticed  a  good  many  barren  females  ;  my  hunters  often  called  my  attention  to  this  this 
year,  and  we  would  examine  the  seal  and  find  that  it  was  a  cow,  but  that  there  was  no  young  one  in 
her.     I  never  noticed  this  before  to  such  an  extent  as  this  year. 

I  have  not  been  sealing  on  the  American  coast  since  1890,  but  that  year  saw  as  many  seals  as 
during  any  previous  season. 

I  have  examined  seals  and  know  that  male  seals  have  teats  as  well  as  females,  and  from  the  skin 
alone  the  sex  of  the  animals  could  not  be  determined  except  in  the  case  of  large  bull  seals. 

Both  on  this  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea  the  vessels  I  have  been  on  got  more  females  than  males,  I 
think,  but  I  never  paid  much  attention  to  this. 

I  hunted  with  an  Indian  crew  last  year  in  Behring  Sea.  They  use  both  guns  and  spears.  I  do 
not  think  that  Indian  hunters  are  so  good  as  white  men.  Formerly  the  Indians  used  spears  alone,  but 
they  have  since  learned  that  guns  are  better,  and  are  using  them  more  and  more. 

I  have  seen  seals  having  connection  with  one  another  in  the  water  in  Behring  Sea,  and  have 
killed  both  the  male  and  the  female  at  such  a  time.  I  have  heard  hunters  say  the  same  thing.  It  is 
very  easy  to  get  seals  at  such  a  time,  as  they  don't  seem  to  mind  the  boat  then.  If  the  female  is  shot 
first  the  male  will  hang  about  and  is  easily  got. 

I  have  noticed  that  pregnant  females  are  very  wild,  and  much  more  on  the  alert  than  male  seals, 
and  the  later  in  the  season  it  is  the  wilder  they  are. 

In  all  the  time  I  have  been  sealing  I  never  saw  but  one  dead  seal  floating  on  the  water,  and  it 
was  a  bull  seal  that  had  apparently  died  of  old  age,  as  we  examined  it,  and  found  no  sign  of  its  having 
been  shot. 
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This  season  last  I  went  sealing  on  the  Asiatic  side.  The  13th  February  I  left  this  coast  for 
Japan,  and  fell  in  with  the  first  seals  when  about  500  miles  from  the  Japan  coast.  I  found  the  seals 
abundant  on  the  Japan  coast,  and  followed  them  north  as  far  as  the  north  end  of  Yezo  Island.  I 
stopped  sealing  then  about  the  20th  June,  and  went  to  Hakodate  to  ship  my  skins,  and  then  north 
towards  the  Copper  Islands.  I  there  heard  that  both  the  Eussian  and  Americans  were  seizing  sealing 
schooners,  and  I  came  home. 

There  is  no  difference  between  the  seals  on  the  Japan  coast  and  on  the  American  coast.  I  took 
1,517  skins  on  the  Japan  coast,  and  saw  enough  seals  to  be  able  to  form  a  good  idea  as  to  whether  the 
animals  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  were  the  same,  and  I  consider  that  they  are  the  same. 

1  have  read  over  the  statements  set  down  in  this  affidavit,  and  swear  that  they  are  all  true,  and 
swear  that  I  have  received  no  consideration  for  having  made  them. 

(Signed)  HIRAM  B.  JONES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  October,  1892,  by  Hiram  B.  Joues,  in 
testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  12th  day  of  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  W.  H.  White. 

Notarv  Public  residing  at  Seattle,  King's  County, 
State  of  Washington. 
(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Edward  Cantillion. 

State  or  Washington,  County  of  King, 
City  of  Seattle, 

EDWARD  CANTILLION,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows : — 

I  have  been  engaged  in  the  sealing  business  for  the  past  four  years.  In  1889  I  was  on  the 
"  Allie  I.  Alger  "  in  the  spring,  and  the  "  Mary  Ellen  "  for  the  north  coast  and  Behring  Sea  hunting. 

In  1890  I  was  on  the  schooner  "Viva"  as  hunter  for  the  whole  season,  and  in  1891  was  on  the 
steam-schooner  "  Thistle  "  as  hunter.  This  year  I  was  out  as  master  of  the  "  Willard  Ainsworth,"  a 
Seattle  schooner,  and  hunted  as  well. 

I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  1889  I  was  new  at  hunting,  and  shot  at  seals  when  I  was  not  sure  of  getting  them.  I  killed 
about  -±00  that  year,  and  lost  by  sinking  as  many  as  1  in  12, 1  think.  In  1890  I  took  450  skins,  and 
lost,  I  think,  about  5  to  8  for  every  10(Tl  got.  Last  year,  on  the  "Thistle,"  I  went  out  late,  and  did 
no  sealing  but  one  half-day  in  Behring  Sea,  so  that  our  catch  was  small.  I  secured  80  skins,  and  lost 
3  or  4  by  sinking.  It  is  not  difficult  to  remember  about  the  number  lost  by  sinking,  because  we  _  are 
always  sorry  when  a  seal  is  lost,  and  remember  it  and  speak  of  it  afterwards.  A  poor  hunter  imagines 
that  he  loses  many  more  by  sinking  than  is  really  the  case.  He  will  shoot  at  a  seal  and  miss  it,  and 
because  he  may  not  see  it  again  he  will  say  that  he  sank  it,  and  such  a  man  will  often  come  back  on 
board  the  schooner  without"  many  seals,  and  will  say  that  he  saw  very  few  seals,  and  that  he  sank 
most  of  those  he  shot  at.  A  hunter  will  make  all  sorts  of  excuses  to  account  for  his  having  got  few 
seals. 

This  year  I  did  not  start  until  April,  and  took  only  223  seals,  and  did  not  lose  more  than  5  by 
sinking.  When  a  seal  is  wounded  I  always  chase  it  until  there  is  no  hope  of  getting  it,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  are  many  wounded  that  get  away  and  die  afterwards.  I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  from 
below  Cape  Flattery  north  to  Behring  Sea,  but  when  they  are  in  bunches  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
any  of  them.  I  think  that  males  and  females  go  in  separate  bands  sometimes,  but  know  that  when 
seals  are  very  plentiful  the  two  sexes  are  mixed  together.  I  saw  this  year  more  seals  on  the  coast  than 
I  ever  saw  before,  bnt  they  are  growing  very  wild  and  hard  to  get.  If  they  had  been  as  easy  to  get 
this  year  as  four  years  ago,  I  would  have  got  a  great  many  more  than  I  did  get.  Until  this  year  my 
coast  catch  contained  more  females  than  males,  but  this  year  there  were  a  great  many  more  males  than 
females. 

In  Behring  Sea  my  catch  always  contained  more  females  than  males.  There  is  no  possibility  of 
ever  exterminating  the  seals  by  hunting  them  at  sea,  for  they  are  getting  so  wild  that  in  a  few  years  it 
will  be  impossible  to  get  near  them  at  all.  I  remember  when,  if  four  or  five  seals  were  together,  all 
of  them  might  be  got,  as  when  one  was  shot  the  others  would  come  up  close  to  where  he  was,  and  could 
be  shot  one  at  a  time,  but  now  when  four  or  five  are  together  a  man  is  lucky  if  he  gets  one  at  all.  I 
do  not  consider  that  any  protection  at  sea  is  necessary,  as  the  animals  are  rapidly  learning  to  take  care 
of  themselves. 

This  year,  in  September,  I  saw  seals  in  mid-ocean  about  half-way  between  the  Aleutian  Islands 
and  Cape  Flattery.  I  sealed  on  the  Asiatic  side  this  year,  and  could  notice  no  particular  difference 
between  the  seals  found  there  and  those  found  on  the  American  side. 

I  once  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water. 

I  have  found  a  good  many  barren  cows  among  the  seals  I  have  taken.  In  the  four  years  I  have 
been  out  I  have  seen  but  one  dead  seal,  sucli  as  are  called  "  stinkers,"  floating  on  the  water. 

I  have  not  heard  that  any  schooners  were  sealing  this  year  on  the  American  side  of  Behring  Sea, 
except  those  that  were  seized,  and  do  not  believe  there  were  any  others,  as  I  saw  or  heard  of  nearly  all 
the  schooners  that  were  out,  and  those  that  did  not  go  to  the  Russian  side  came  back  home. 

When  I  joined  the  steamer  "Thistle"  she  had  been  out  nearly  three  months  (this  was  in  April 
1891),  and  the  catch  up  to  that  date  was  nine  skins.     She  was  called  by  sealing  people  when  she 
.  returned  "  Old  Nine  Skins,"  and  there  was  not  one  hunter  on  her  who  had  secured  four  skins  up  to  the 
date  of  my  joining  her. 
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1  heard  of  a  raid  being  made  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  in  1889,  but  would  not  like  to  mention  the 
name  of  the  vessel,  or  who  was  on  her. 

I  have  read  over  the  statements  written  down  in  this  affidavit,  and  swear  they  are  all  true,  and 
that  no  consideration  was  given  me  for  having  made  them. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  CANTILLION,  Master, 

"  Willard  Ainsworth." 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  12th  day  of  October,  1892,  by  Edward  Cantillion. 
In   testimony   whereof  I   have   hereunto   set  mv   hand   and   seal,   this    12th   day   of  October, 
A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  White, 

Notary  Public,  residing  nt  Seattle,  King  County, 
State  of  Washington. 
(Seal.) 

Deposition  of  William  Hermann. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

WILLIAM  HERMANN,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:— 

1.  I  am  a  seal-hunter,  and  have  been  sealing  every  year  fur  the  last  seven  years  in  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean,  also  on  the  Asiatic  coast.  This  year  I  was  out  in  the  "  C.  H.  White,"  and  was  seized  by 
the  Russian  gun-boat,  after  we  had  been  sealing  one  day,  and  captured  twenty  seals. 

2.  I  hunted  with  either  gun  or  rifle  in  all  cases,  and  I  would  not  lose  more  than  5  seals  in  100 
that  I  would  hit.  The  average  range  would  be  about  25  to  30  yards,  and  last  year,  in  one  day,  I 
remember  getting  52  seals  off  Hakodate  Straits  with  the  loss  of  only  2  or  3,  and  this  year,  in  the 
20  seals  I  gut,  I  do  not  believe  I  lost  any,  as  I  was  able  to  get  up  very  close  to  them. 

3.  I  find  that  seals  travel  in  schools,  and  for  the  most  part  are  mixed  as  to  ages  and  sexes. 

4.  Seals  are  more  alert  when  in  schools,  and  a  pregnant  seal  is  more  wary  than  any  other. 

5.  In  my  catches  I  have  as  a  rule  got  more  females  than  males,  and  frequently  taken  cows  without 
pups  or  milk. 

6.  I  do  not  notice  a  material  difference  in  the  number  met  with  from  the  time  I  began  hunting 
until  now,  but  the  older  seals  are  becoming  more  wary  and  difficult  to  approach. 

7.  I  can  always  distinguish  a  male  from  a  female  in  the  water.  Very  few  old  bulls  are  killed  by 
us,  and  T  have  never  picked  up  a  dead  seal  or  "  stinker  "  in  my  life. 

8.  Some  time  last  April  I  was  examined  on  this  subject  in  this  city  by  a  man  who  was  represented 
to  me  as  a  Government  official  from  Washington;  there  was  also  present  a  representative  of 
Liebes  and  Co.  My  evidence  was  taken  under  oath,  and  I  told  them  substantially  what  I  have  said 
here. 

9.  In  the  examination  previously  referred  to  I  was  asked  if  it  were  not  true  that  hunters  lost 
two  out  of  every  three  seals  shot.  I  said  that  was  not  so.  I  was  also  asked  if  some  very  poor 
hunters  did  not  go  out  and  lose  a  great  many,  and  I  said,  "  Of  course,  a  poor  hunter  would  lose  a 
good  few." 

10.  I  do  not  know  of  any  schooners  having  taken  seals  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  other  than  those 
that  have  been  seized,  and  if  there  had  been  1  would  likely  have  heard  of  it. 

11.  In  my  opinion  the  Asiatic  skins  are  better  than  the  Pribyloff  Island  skins,  the  fur  being 
longer,  thicker,  and  darker. 

12.  I  think  that  some  protection  should  be  given  the  seal,  but  any  restrictions  made  should  extend 
to  the  islands. 

13.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of  my 
making  this  statement. 

(Signed)  W.  HERMANN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  23rd  clay  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


William  Hermann,  of  San  Francisco,  states  that  two  years  ago  (1890)  he  was  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea, 
and  his  schooner  got  283  seals  on  the  Island  of  St.  Iona,  and  altogether  700  seals  were  got  there  that 
year  by  three  schooners,  and  last  year  he  was  there  and  got  551  in  the  schooner  "Arctic."  These  were 
got  hauled  up  on  the  rocks,  and  were  first  discovered  by  Captain  Pine,  of  the  "  Arctic,"  in  1889. 
Eight  years  ago  Captain  Peterson,  of  the  schooner  "Diana,"  of  Yokohama,  was  there,  and  there  were  no 
seals  there. 

Deposition  of  William  Brown. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  of  Marzovia,  Alaska,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  swears: — 
1.  Am  a  hunter  and  trader,  and  have  been  following  that  vocation  for  the  past  fourteen  years. 
Was  agent  on  the  Island  of  Ounalaska  for  the  Western  Fur  and  Trading  Company  for  three  years. 
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I  was  agent  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  at  Marzovia  from  1883  to  1891.     I  own  and  sail  the 
schooner  "  Mary  Brown," 

2.  From  long  residence  on  the  Aleutian  Islands  I  am  familiar  with  the  habits  of  the  seal,  as  they 
migrate  to  and  from  the  Behring  Sea  through  the  various  passes  in  the  Aleutian  Islands. 

3.  Have  situ  seals  coming  south  through  the  passes  as  late  as  the  10th  January,  and  these  would  be 
for  the  most  part  yearling  pups,  but  have  occasionally  seen  large  ones  as  late  as  that  date.  Have  seen 
large  numbers  of  those  pups  killed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  passes  in  November  and  December  by  natives 
and  others. 

4.  In  1879,  in  the  bays  of  the  Island  of  Ounalaska,  I  remember  the  natives  getting  1,300  seals. 
These  were  sold  to  the  Trading  Companies,  part  of  which  I  bought  for  the  Western  Fur  Company  at 
50  cents  a  skin,  and  to  my  knowledge  they  are  taken  in  this  way  every  year.  At  Marzovia,  where  I 
live,  they  catch  from  300  to  4(ill  every  year,  and  of  these  300  or  4<>ll  not  more  than  half-a-dozen  would 
be  large  ones,  but  near  those  passes  further  to  the  westward  the  percentage  of  large  ones  would  be 
much  greater. 

5.  I  would  estimate  that  the  number  of  seals  yearly  caught  in  this  way  would  be  2,500.  The  reason 
that  there  are  not  more  larger  ones  taken  is  that  they  go  directly  through  the  passes,  whereas  the 
smaller  ones  are  obliged  to  seek  shelter  in  the  bays  amongst  the  islands  m  the  neighbourhood  of  those 
passes. 

6.  Three  years  ago  I  left  San  Francisco  about  the  middle  of  February,  and  sailed  in  the  schooner 
"  Olga  "  directly  to  Alaska,  and  never  saw  a  seal  from  San  Francisco  to  TJnimak  Pass,  and  this  year 
(1892),  sailing  on  the  28th  February  to  the  same  place,  and  as  nearly  as  possible  over  the  same  course, 
saw  seals  every  day.  I  had  seals  killed  from  my  schooner  30  miles  south  of  Sannakh  Island  as  late  as 
the  3rd  July  this  year.  During  my  fourteen  years'  residence  on  those  islands  and  mainland  of  Alaska 
I  have  not  noticed  that  the  seals  have  diminished  in  numbers.  In  good  weather  for  sealing  they  seem 
as  plentiful  as  ever. 

7.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of  making 
this  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  BROWN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  25th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Soxntag,  Notary  Public. 


(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Captain  George  Scott. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

CAPTAIN  GEORGE  SCOTT,  of  Alameda,  California,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
swears : — 

1.  I  live  in  Alameda,  California,  and  am  captain  of  the  "  Emma  and  Louisa,"  sealing- schooner, 
and  formerly  of  t  he  "  Lily  L."  I  have  been  sealing  for  fifteen  years,  also  hunting  for  otter  during  that 
period,  and  have  hunted  seals  from  San  Francisco  into  the  Behring  Sea.  and  across  to  the  Commandei 
Islands  and  along  the  Japanese  coast. 

2.  1  have  hunted  with  rifle  and  shot-gun.  With  a  rifle  I  would  shoot  up  to  150  yards,  and  with 
a  shot-mui  up  to  30  yards.  In  putting  the  loss  from  wounded  at  5  per  cent.  I  place  it  at  the  extreme, 
and  give  the  advantage  to  the  loss.  We  do  not  keep  an  actual  tally  of  any  loss  from  wounded  seals, 
but  as  it  is  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents  to  us — every  seal  lost — it  therefore  makes  a  deep  impression 
when  we  lose  one,  and  for  that  reason  I  speak  with  a  good  deal  of  accuracy. 

3.  When  seals  are  travelling  they  are  mostly  in  schools,  and  a  young  seal  is  most  always  on  watch, 
and  they  are  move  wary  and  harder  to  catch  than  when  travelling  alone  or  in  couples. 

Sometimes  these  schools  are  mixed  in  sexes,  and  at  others  all  of  one  sex.  On  the  Californian  and 
Oregon  coast  the  schools  are  composed  of  old  females  and  young  seals  of  both  sexes,  and  about  Cape 
Flattery  they  are  joined  by  the  older  males. 

4.  My  take,  in  my  experience,  from  San  Francisco  to  Behring  Sea,  along  the  coast,  would  run 
about  half  and  half  as  regards  the  sexes,  and  about  two-thirds  of  the  cows  would  be  pregnant,  and  we 
get  quite  a  number  each  year  of  barren  cows,  though  it  is  impossible  now  to  give  actual  figures. 

Some  days  in  Behring  Sea  we  would  get  forty  seals,  and  they  would  be  all  males  ;  the  next  day 
they  would,  perhaps,  be  all  females,  and  I  would  put  it  at  half  and  half.  In  Behring  Sea  for  the  most 
part  the  cows  killed  are  in  milk,  but  I  have  killed  many  in  which  the  milk  was  just  about  dried, 
showing  that  the  seal  had  lost  the  pup  on  the  passage.  This  has  occurred  in  the  month  of  June.  I 
have  killed  these  cows  500  and  600  miles  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  I  have  also  killed  them  the 
same  distance  away,  and  on  the  pup  being  cut  out  from  the  mother  it  cried,  and  would  attempt  to  take 
nourishment,  showing  that  the  seal  could  not  possibly  have  reached  the  islands  to  pup. 

5.  I  do  not  see  any  difference  in  the  number  of  seals  now  than  when  I  began  sealing,  but  from  the 
number  that  hunt  seals,  judge  that  they  are  becoming  wary  and  hard  to  approach. 

6.  I  do  not  know  of  any  vessels  having  been  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  (1892)  that  were  not  warned 
away  or  seized,  and  had  there  been  any  I  should  likely  have  known  it. 

7.  I  have  not  noticed  any  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  skins  caught  on  the  Asiatic  and 
American  sides.  I  think  they  are  just  the  same.  In  crossing  from  the  American  to  the  Asiatic  coast 
I  have  noticed  seals  every  day  more  or  less.  Seals  are  found'  more  or  less  plentiful  on  different  coasts 
every  year,  and  regulate  their  whereabouts  by  the  food  supply,  and  I  think  that  both  the  American 
and  Kussian  seals  are  taken  about  the  Equatorial  Islands,  and  are  there  mingled  together  in  the  winter 
months. 

[118]  2  I 
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8.  I  have  twice  hunted  on  the  Japanese  coast  with  good  success,  my  catcli  having  averaged  better 
than  here.  We  star)  in  January  for  that  coast.  1  have  found  that  the  average  price  of  all  seal, 
American,  Russian,  and  Japanese,  run  the  same. 

9.  I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  at.  such  times  have  been  able  to  kill  both  by 
killing  the  cow  first. 

10.  In  Behring  Sea  I  place  the  limit  of  finding  suckling  cows  at  from  7f>  to  80  miles  from  the 
Pribyloff  Islands. 

11.  We  do  not  restrict  our  hunters  in  tire  way  of  ammunition  ;  they  can  use  as  much  as  they 
like  for  practice  and  for  food  in  shooting  ducks  and  geese,  and  fully  more  ammunition  is  used  in  this 
way  than  in  killing  seals. 

The  male  seals  have  teats,  and  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  tell  a  male  skin  from  a  female  when  it 
has  been  removed  from  the  carcase. 

12.  At  the  request  of  the  Captain  of  the  United  States'  revenue-cutter  "  Corwin,"  I  went  on 
board  that  vessel  and  made  a  statement,  to  Mr.  Lavender,  an  official  from  Washington,  regarding 
sealing.  I  cannot  remember  exactly  what  was  asked  me,  or  what  1  said,  but  I  do  remember 
being  asked  as  to  my  opinion  as  to  the  best  manner  of  protecting  the  seal,  and  whether  it  would 
be  best  to  have  a  close  or  open  season,  or  to  close,  the  Behring  Sea  entirely.  I  told  him  I  would 
close  the  Behring  Sea,  meaning,  of  course,  that  there  should  be  no  pelagic  sealing  or  killing  on  the 
islands.  What  I  said  was  written  down  and  read  to  me,  and  I  signed  it,  but  J  don't  think  I  was 
sworn. 

13.  Seals  that  have  1 n  wounded  and  been  re-shot  after  "  breeching"  will  not  sink  nearly  so 

quickly  as  one  that  has  been  killed  by  the  first  shot,  and  I  have  frequently  left  such  a  seal  on  the 
water  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  while  I  have  gone  in  pursuit  of  another.  The  reason  for  their  floating 
so  much  longer  is  that  in  struggling  they  inflate  their  lungs  to  such  an  extent  they  cannot  sink.  A 
poor  hunter,  of  course,  does  nol  gel  as  many  seals  as  a  good  hunter,  but  every  one  considers  himself  a 
good  hunter,  and  after  when  he  has  missed  a  seal,  after  firing  several  shots,  comes  back  with  a  story 
that  the  seal  has  sunk.  And  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  exaggeration  in  regard  to  the  loss  of 
seals  by  shooting. 

14.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of 
making  this  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  find  correct. 

(Signed)  GEO.  SCOTT.  Captain. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  25th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lixcolx  Soxntao.  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  George  Wester. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

GEOEGE  WESTER,  of  San  Francisco,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  swears : — 

1.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  and  have  been  a  sealer  since  1886,and  have  been  the  captain 
of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Emma  and  Louisa."  during  the  season  of  1892,  of  this  port.  I  have  hunted 
seals  from  San  Francisco  north  to  the  Behring  Sea,  and  also  off  the  coast  of  Kamtchatka  and  Korman- 
dorski  Islands. 

2.  We  leave  San  Francisco  about  the  latter  part  of  January  or  1st  February,  and  return  about 
the  end  of  September  or  beginning  of  October. 

3.  My  catches,  or  the  catches  of  the  schooners  in  winch  I  was  a  hunter,  are  as  follows: — 

1886.  Schooner  "  Lily  L."  197  seals  on  the  coast.  Vessel  was  seized  on  entering  the  Behring 
Sea,  and  catch  was  confiscated. 

1887.  "Rosie  Olsen."     300  on  coast,  200  in  Behring  Sea. 

1888.  "Mary  Ellen."     1,200  on  coast,  600  in  Behring  Sea. 

1889.  "Mary  Ellen."     600  in  Behring  Sea.  1,200  on  coast. 

1890.  "James  Hamilton  Lewis."     1,186  on  coast,  1,439  in  Behring  Sea    Russian  side). 

As  master  in  1891  on  "City  Diego"  we  caught  515  seals  on  the  roast,  and  040  in  Behring  Sea 
(Russian  side),  ami  in  LS',i2  on  the  "  Emma  and  Louisa."  1,012  seals  on  the  coast  only. 

4.  In  1887  as  hunter  I  individually  captured  42  seals  on  the  roast,  and  100  in  Behring  Sea.  In 
1888,  96  seals  on  the  roast,  and  204  in  Behring  Sea.  In  1889  I  got  240  on  the  coast,  and  90  in 
Behring  Sea  ;  and  in  1890,  206  on  the  coast,  and  32,3  in  Behring  Sea  (Russian  side). 

5  In  my  catch  along  the  coast  about  00  per  cent,  would  be  females,  and  these  for  the  most  part 
would  be  carrying  jmps.  In  Behring  Sea  the  percentage  of  males  is  greater;  they  would  be  about 
half  and  halt. 

6.  We  have  taken  a  considerable  number  of  barren  cows  every  year,  and  1  would  estimate  the 
number  at  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  females. 

7.  Cows  carrying  pup  are  more  wary  than  other  seals  and  barren  cows,  and  pups  sleep  a  good 
deal,  and  are  easily  approached.  I  have  noticed  that  seals  travel  north  more  in  schools  of  late  years 
than  formerly,  and  are  in  consequence  harder  to  approach,  as  one  seems  always  on  the  watch.  In  the 
schools  the  sexes  and  ages  are  all  mixed. 

8.  In  travelling  from  the  American  to  the  Asiatic  side  of  Behring  Sea  from  the  middle  of  June 
to  the  middle  of  July,  I  have  seen  seals  all  the  way  across  on  tine  days,  and  could  not  distinguish 
whether  they  were  going  to  or  coming  from  either  roast. 

9.  I  have  noticed  that  the  Asiatic  seal  is  rather  darker  in  colour  than  the  American. 
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10.  Have  always  used  both  shot-gun  and  rifle,  and  with  shot-gun  the  range  would  be  from 
25  to  30  yards ;  the  rifle  range  would  be  from  50  to  100  yards.  1  estimate  that  •">  per  cent*  would 
cover  the  loss  of  seals  that  were  killed  or  wounded.  I  have  made  a  special  study  of  this  percentage 
of  loss,  because  of  the  agitation  against  the  use  of  fire-arms  in  killing  seals,  and  I  speak  from  my 
personal  knowledge. 

11.  Seals  are  just  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  the  first  year  I  went  hunting,  but  seem  to  be 
more  on  the  alert  and  harder  to  approach,  and  I  have  seen  as  many,  if  not  more,  this  year  (1892)  as 
in  any  previous  year.  We  see  more  seals  some  years  than  in  others,  and  one  vessel  sees  seals  when 
others  do  not,  depending  more  or  less  how  they  strike  the  run. 

12.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  schooners  having  been  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  other  than  those 
warned  or  seized. 

13.  In  the  month  of  September,  coming  from  the  Commander  Islands  to  Cape  Flattery,  on  or 
about  the  50th  parallel,  have  seen  more  or  less  seals  every  day.  I  have  seen  seals  in  all  the  passes  i" 
the  Aleutian  Islands  that  I  have  entered  between  Unimak  and  Attou  Island  in  the  month  of  June. 

1 1.  I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  at  those  times  have  been  able  to  kill  both  male 
and  female. 

15.  I  consider  that  some  measure  of  protection  should  be  given  the  seal,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
the  best  protection  would  be  in  closing  Behring  Sea  altogether  and  prohibit  killing  on  the  islands. 

16.  A  vessel  is  supplied  with  ammunition  on  the  basis  of  about  2,000  rounds  a  hunter; 
considering  a  good  hunter's  catch  to  be  500  seals,  or  allowing  four  shells  per  seal.  Perhaps  as  many 
as  twenty  shots  may  be  fired  at  a  seal  without  mortally  wounding  him,  or  even  hitting  him  for 
(hat  matter;  and  again  a  seal  may  be  mortally  wounded  but  still  able  to  struggle,  and  we 
continue  Wring  until  we  get  him.  A  hunter  is  never  restricted  in  the  quantity  of  ammunition  he 
can  use,  but  is  allowed  to  practise  as  much  as  he  pleases,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  is  used 
in  this  way. 

17.  A  seal  that  has  been  hard  to  kill,  and  has  struggled  a  good  deal,  so  inflates  his  lungs  that  he 
cannot  sink,  and  is  always  got  by  the  hunter.  As  with  all  other  mammals,  the  male  seal  has  teats, 
and  it  takes  a  competent  expert  to  tell  the  difference  between  a  male  or  female  skin  after  it  has  been 
removed  from  the  carcase. 

18.  On  or  about  the  1st  April  last  I  went  on  board  the  United  States'  revenue-cutter  "  Corwin" 
in  Neah  Bay,  at  the  request  of  Captain  Hooper,  and  made  a  statement  to  Mr.  Lavender,  who,  I  under- 
stand, was  appointed  by  the  American  Government  to  investigate  the  sealing  question,  and  what  I 
then  said  is  substantially  the  same  as  the  foregoing.  Mr.  Lavender  had  a  white  hunter  named  Brown 
engaged  fr<  >m  San  Francisco  to  practically  illustrate,  the  modus  operandi  of  pelagic  sealing  with  gun 
and  rifle.  I  know  this  hunter  Brown,  and  personally  would  not  take  him  on  a  sealing  voyage,  as  he  is 
not  a  competent  hunter,  and  I  don't  think  he  could  get  employment  as  a  hunter  on  any  of  the  sealing - 
vessels  leaving  this  port. 

19.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of  making 
this  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  GEO.  WESTER 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  25th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  LINCOLN  SONNTAG,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Captain  Charles  Lutjen. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

CAPTAIN  CHARLES  LUTJENS,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: — 

1.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  master  and  owner  of  the  sealing- vessel  "  Kate  and  Anna." 
I  have  been  engaged  in  the  sealing  business  as  master  since  1886,  but  am  not  a  practical  hunter, 
though  1  have  been  out  almost  every  year  since  1886,  and  feel  competent  to  speak  on  the  sealing 
question. 

2.  I  have  hunted  along  the  coast  from  here  to  the  Aleutian  Islands,  the  Behring  Sea  while  it  was 
open,  and  on  the  Russian  and  Japanese  coasts. 

3.  This  year  I  hunted  on  the  Japan  coast,  and  made  a  southern  passage  over  through  the  Sand- 
wich Islands.  The  catch  of  my  schooner  for  the  season  was  about  1,400,  1,250  being  caught  on  the 
Japan  coast,  and  the  rest  caught  between  from  40  to  100  miles  south  of  the  Commander  Islands,  and 
these  were  seized  and  confiscated.  I  returned  to  San  Francisco,  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  about 
the  beginning  of  September,  and  noticed  seals  as  I  came  along  more  or  less  every  day. 

4.  In  1886— from  the  20th  July  to  20th  August — I  got  400  seals  in  Behring  Sea. 

In  1887  I  got  580  seals  up  to  the  8th  August  in  Behring  Sea,  and  on  that  day  I  was  seized.  In 
1888  and  1889  I  did  not  hunt,  as  my  vessel  was  confiscated,  and  I  had  not  got  her  back.  In  1890  I 
was  very  late  getting  started  from  here.  In  the  latter  part  of  May  I  started  directly  for  Behring  Sea, 
and  got  300  seals.  In  1891  my  coast  catch  was  180,  and  on  going  into  Behring  Sea  on  the  0th  July 
was  warned  out,  and  went  directly  to  the  Russian  side,  where.  I  got  450.  1  did  not  see  many  seals  in 
crossing  on  that  occasion,  and  I  could  not  distinguish  to  what  group  of  islands  those  I  did  see 
belonged,  as  they  did  not  appear  to  be  travelling  to  any  particular  group. 

5.  I  cannot  say  that  I  notice  any  difference  in  the  number  of  seals  now  than  when  I  first  began 
sealing,  but  my  hunters  all  tell  me  they  are  much  wilder. 
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6.  Of  my  catch  along  the  coast  going  north  four-fifths  would  be  females,  and  I  think  about  four- 
fifths  would  lie  carrying  pups.  Very  few  old  bulls  are  caught.  The  proportion  of  males  to  females  in 
the  Behring  Sea  appears  to  me  to  be  about  the  same,  but  the  cows  are  then  in  milk,  and  I  have  seen 
the  cows  caughl  in  milk  as  far  as  150  miles  from  the  islands.  About  one-fifth  of  the  cows  taken  are 
barren. 

7.  I  have  nut  heard  of  any  vessels  sealing  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  that  were  not  warned  away  or 
seized,  and  1  would  likely  have  heard  of  it  if  there  were  any. 

8.  I  think  that  skins  taken  on  this  coast  are  better  than  those  taken  on  the  Japanese  or  Eussian 
coasts,  and  1  think  1  could  tell  the  difference  between  them 

9.  I  think  that  some  protection  should  be  given  the  seal,  and  would  prevent  all  killing  after  the 
1st  July,  and  that  any  protection  made  should  apply  to  the  rookeries. 

in.  1  gave  a  statement  to  a  lawyer  or  Notary  Public  in  this  city  in  February  last  on  this  subject, 
but  I  cannot  remember  his  name,  but  what  1  said  was  substantially  the  same  as  the  foregoing  state- 
ment.    T  was  not  sworn  on  that  occasion,  as  far  as  I  can  remember. 

11.  In  my  opinion,  5  per  cent,  will  cover  the  loss  of  seals  by  sinking  after  being  shot,  that  is  to 
say,  with  a  good  hunter ;  of  course,  a  poor  hunter  will  not  do  so  well. 

li'.  1  never  restrict  my  hunters  in  the  amount  of  ammunition  they  use  for  practice,  and  there  is  a 
great  deal  used  in  that  way  and  in  hunting  game. 

13.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of 
making  the  foregoing  statement,  which  1  have  read  over  and  find  correct. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  LTJTJENS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  26th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 

Deposition  of  Charles  Hart  in  ■  n. 

State  of  California.  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

CHAELES  HAETIWEN,  of  Alameda,  California,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: — 

1.  I  reside  in  Alameda,  State  <it  California,  and  have  been  sixteen  years  a  hunter  and  sealer,  and 
have  been  and  am  now  for  the  past  two  years  captain  of  the  steam-sealer  "  Louis  Olsen."  Have  been 
master  of  the  "Sophia  Sutherland;"'  also  of  the  schooner  "San  Jose-  "  when  she  was  seized  on  the 
18th  August,  1887,  in  Behring  Sea  ;  also  in  the  "  Sierra  ;"  also  the  Sylvia  Handy  ;  "  also  the  "  Fanny," 
and  many  others,  and  have  sealed  off  the  Commander  Islands,  along  the  Japanese  coast,  and  up  this 
coast  into  Behring  Sea,  and  in  the  Ecpiatorial  group. 

2.  I  have  hunted  always  with  rifle  and  shot-gun,  and  I  would  not  lose  5  seals  in  100  that  I  would 
kill  or  mortally  wound.  This  year  1  got  182  skins  myself,  and  I  only  lost  2  seals.  This  year  I  saw 
more  seals  in  tin-  Pacific  than  \  have  ever  seen  before  since  I  began  hunting,  and  I  attribute  it  to  the 
fact  that  the  Behring  Sea  was  (dosed,  and  the  killing  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  restricted.  I  believe  the 
seals  are  just  as  numerous  as  ever,  and  if  the  Behring  Sea  is  closed  and  the  killing  stopped  on  the 
islands,  there  is  not  the  slightest  danger  of  the  seals  being  killed  off,  no  matter  how  they  are 
hunted. 

3.  I  have  noticed  that  seals  are  wilder  now  than  when  I  began  to  hunt,  though  on  the  Japan 
coast,  where  I  hunted  this  year,  I  found  them  tamer  than  usual.  Seals  travel  in  schools,  and  are  all 
mixed  up  as  to  ages  and  sexes.  When  travelling  in  schools  they  are  very  much  harder  to  get,  as  they 
have  a  watch  on  the  look-out.  On  this  coast  I  find  about  GO  per  cent,  are  females,  and  I  think  the 
proportion  is  about  the  same  in  Behring  Sea.  About  two-thirds  of  the  cows  got  along  the  coast  to 
Behring  Sea  are  carrying  pups,  and  in  Behring  Sea  the  cows  we  get  are  in  milk,  I  think  to  about  the 
same  proportion.  I  have  killed  a  great  many  large  cow-  that  have  no  milk  and  are  not  carrying  pups. 
Have  killed  cows  on  entering  Behring  Sea  about  the  tiist  week  in  duly,  and  have  found  milk  dry  and 
yellow.  I  have  taken  cows  oil'  Vancouver  Island,  British  Columbia,  from  which  the  pup  when  taken 
was  full-grown  and  strong  enough  to  take  nourishment  and  go  all  over  the  deck  of  the  vessel. 

4.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  vessels  Inning  been  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  (1892)  that  were  not 
warned  off  or  seized,  and  would  have  heard  of  it  if  there  had  been  any. 

5.  In  my  opinion,  the  Asiatic  seal,  the  Japanese,  and  the  American,  are  the  same,  and  I  don't 
think  an  expert,  after  they  have  been  salted,  can  tell  them  apart,  I  have  had  a  large  experience  in  all 
three  kinds  of  skins,  and  am  therefore  competent  to  speak. 

ti.  I  have  crossed  from  the  American  to  the  Asiatic  coast  about  the  latter  part  of  June,  and  from 
the  Asiatic  to  the  American  in  September,  and  have  seen  seals  off  and  on  almost  every  day,  and 
certainly  every  fine  day,  on  the  passages,  and  from  seeing  them  no  one  could  tell  to  what  group  of 
islands  they  belong,  or  to  which  they  were  bound,  or  where  they  were  going. 

7.  1  have  crossed  to  the  Commander  Islands,  keeping  south  of  the  Aleutian  group,  and  have 
noticed  seals  going  north  through  all  the  passes  as  far  westward  as  Attou  Island,  and  have  seen 
stragglers  from  there  to  the  Eussian  coast,  I  sailed  from  here  on  the  10th  February  this  year  (1892) 
for  the  Japanese  coast,  passing  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  commenced  getting  seals  in  April,  and  my 
catch  over  there  was  1,334,  and  I  found  the  proportion  of  male  to  female  run  about  the  same  as  on 
this  coast  and  in  Behring  Sea,  and  the  same  percentage  of  females  are  in  pup.  I  sealed  up  to  within 
about  100  miles  from  Commander  Islands,  and  finished  sealing  on  the  6th  July  and  started  for  home. 
I  got  no  cows  with  milk,  but  in  the  end  of  June  or  early  in  July  got  a  good  many  barren  cows. 

8.  In  my  experience  of  sealing  all  over  I  find  that  there  are  very  few  old  bulls  taken. 
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9.  I  have  often  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  by  killing  the  cow  first  have  had  no  trouble 
in  getting  the  bull. 

10.  Not;  half  the  ammunition  we  take  out  is  used  in  killing  seals.  We  allow  our  hunters  to 
practise  as  much  as  they  like,  and  to  use  what  they  like  in  other  hunting. 

11.  Seals  that  are  killed  after  a  struggle  and  after  being  shot  several  times  do  not  sink  as  fast  as 
those  killed  outright,  and  we  hunters  pay  no  attention  to  them  if  there  are  other  seals  about  that  can 
be  got,  as  we  can  always  come  back  after  them  and  get  them;  this  is  because  their  lungs  get  filled 
with  air.  One  of  the  reasons  for  all  the  talk  about  seals  sinking  and  getting  lost  is  because  poor 
hunters,  after  tiring  a  great  many  shots  and  not  getting  a  seal,  feel  ashamed,  and  come  back  saying  the 
seal  or  seals  had  sunk. 

12.  We  shoot  with  shot-gun  from  10  to  30  yards,  and  with  a  rifle  from  30  yards  to  100. 

13.  A  pregnant  seal  or  a  seal  carrying  pup  is  more  on  the  watch  than  any  other,  and  harder 
to  get. 

14.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of  making 
the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  find  correct. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  HAETIWEN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  25th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Milton  Scott. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

MILTON  SCOTT,  of  Petaluma,  Sonoria  County,  State  of  California,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  swears  : — 

I  reside  in  Petaluma,  State  of  California,  and  am  a  seal-hunter.  I  was  out  in  the  "  Henry 
Denis,"  Captain  Miner,  this  year,  and  sealed  all  the  way  from  Cape  Blanco  north  to  Behring  Sea  and 
across  to  the  Copper  Islands.  The  vessel  got  2,408  seals,  and  I  personally  got  403 — all  with  shot-gun 
and  rifle,  and  I  kept  track  of  all  I  lost,  and  the  total  was  10.  Last  year  I  was  in  the  "  Viva,"  Captain 
Baker,  and  the  schooner's  catch  was  1,992,  of  which  I  shot  398  myself,  and  lost  only  3  seals.  I  also 
kept  track  that  year,  and  am  positive  of  what  I  say.  The  year  before  that  (1891)  I  was  on  the 
"  Lily  L.,"  Captain  Walsh,  my  first  season.  The  schooner's  catch  was  2,030,  of  which  I  shot  390,  and 
lost  13  seals.  I  kept  count  of  those  I  lost  in  consequence  of  the  agitation  in  the  papers  here  and  else- 
where against  sealing  with  the  gun  ami  rifle. 

1  think  that  I  saw  last  year  more  seals  than  I  ever  saw  since  I  hunted  first,  and  I  do  not  think 
their  number  is  diminishing,  but  they  are  growing  wilder  and  harder  to  get  on  account  of  so  many 
hunting  them.  I  have  hunted  in  Behring  Sea  for  one  year.  Along  the  coast  for  the  last  two  years  I 
have  killed  more  males  than  females — I  would  say  four  males  to  one  female,  and  the  year  I  was  in 
Behring  Sea  (1891)  I  got  about  half  and  half  as  regards  sexes.  On  the  coast  this  year  we  got  very  few 
cows  carrying  pup.  I  know  this  because  we  were  trying  to  get  a  number  of  unborn  pups,  and  found  it 
difficult  to  get  what  we  wanted.  Of  the  total  take  of  cows  along  the  coast — about  300 — not  more  than 
100  were  pregnant,  the  others  being  too  young  to  breed,  or  barren  cows. 

In  Behring  Sea  the  majority  of  cows  got  are  in  milk,  but  I  have  also  got  barren  cows  there. 

Last  year  and  this  year  I  hunted  on  the  Russian  coast,  crossing  over  there  each  year  about  the  last 
of  June  or  beginning  of  July,  and  got  back  about  the  end  of  September.  On  each  occasion  in  returning 
we  saw  seals  more  or  less  every  day,  and  noticed  them  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  as  we  came  to 
Sand  Point,  on  the  Alaska  Peninsula. 

Seals  are  nearly  all  shot  with  a  gun,  and  are  mostly  all  taken  at  from  10  to  30  yards. 

Seals  travel  in  schools,  and  are  harder  to  get  than  in  ones  or  twos.  While  in  schools  theyr  are 
mixed  as  to  age  and  sex.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  leader  to  a  school,  and  I  never  heard  a  practical 
sealer  say  there  was,  and  I  .always  try  to  get  the  first  one  I  can. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  vessel  having  been  sealing  in  the  Behring  Sea  this  year  that  was  not 
warned  away  or  seized,  and  I  feel  certain  I  would  have  heard  of  it  if  there  had  been  any. 

I  have  never  noticed  any  difference  in  the  quality  between  the  Russian  and  the  American  skin, 
but  I  think  the  former  is  a  little  darker,  and  there  is  no  difference  between  the  coast  skins  and  the 
Behring  Sea  skins. 

A  great  part  of  our  ammunition  is  used  in  practice  or  hunting  game  for  food,  and  I  have  fired  as 
many  as  150  shells  at  a  mark  in  one  day. 

I  think  some  protection  for  the  seals  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  seal  from  decreasing,  but  any 
close  season  should  embrace  the  islands  as  well  as  the  ocean. 

I  have  not  been  promised  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  paid  me,  in  consideration  of  having  made 
the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  MILTON  SCOTT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public 

(Seal.) 
J1L8J  2   ^ 
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Deposition  of  Captain  J.  S.  Worth. 

of  California,  City  ami  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

CAPTAIN  J.  S.  WOETH,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  swears: — 

1.  I  reside  in  Provincetown,  in  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts,  United  States.     I  have  been  hunting 

-t  four  years, and  am  a  practical  hunter.  I  was  in  the  "Henry  Denis"  for  two  years, and 
in  the  schooni  c  "  Linfu  "  for  two  years,  and  was  in  her  in  1891,  when  she  was  seized  in  Behring  Sea  on 
the  14th  July. 

2.  I  have  sealed  along  this  coast  to  Kadiak  and  into  the  Behring  Sea.  We  commence  sealing  any- 
where between  February  and  April,  and  return  about  the  end  of  September. 

'■'.    I  always  use  either  a  shot-gun  or  a  rifle,  but  a  rifle  is  very  seldom  used. 

4.  I  have  never  Ice]  4  count  of  the  number  of  my  losses  made  in  shooting,  but  from  10  to 
15  per  cent,  would  certainly  cover  what  would   sink   after  death,  and  what  would  get  away  mortally 

•  wounded. 

5.  The  range  at  which  I  would  take  nearly  all  my  seals  is  between  10  and  30  yards. 

6.  Seals  travel  in  schools  a  good  deal,  and  when  doing  so  are  harder  to  get  than  when  straggling 
I  never  heard  of  there  being  a  leader  in  the  school,  and  in  the  schools  we  find  the  sexes  and  ages  all 
mixed.  When  going  north  to  the  islands  there  seem  to  be  more  males  among  the  seals  the  farther 
north  we  go. 

7.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difference  now  in  the  number  of  seals  I  see  than  when  I  first  began 
hunting,  though  they  are  wilder  and  harder  to  get  at. 

8.  Iu  1890  our  catch  was  G36  seals  along  the  coast,  and  in  the  Behring  Sea  between  1,S00  and 
1,900. 

.9.  In  1891  our  catch  was  400  altogether  along  the  coast,  and  we  got  none  in  the  Sea,  as  we  were 
warned  out. 

10.  This  year  (1802)  along  the  coast  we  got  366. 

11.  Along  the  coast  in  1890,  70  per  cent,  were  females,  and  the  next  year  about  the  same.  This 
year,  however,  they  were  divided  about  half  and  half.     In  Behring  Sea  the  majority  taken  were  bulls. 

12.  Along  the  coast  the  cows  for  the  most  part  are  carrying  young,  while  in  the  Sea  they  are  in 
milk.     Have  got  some  barren  cows  that  had  neither  pup  nor  milk. 

.  13.  The  farthest  I  have  got  cows  in  milk  from  the  islands  was  from  80  to  90  miles. 

14.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  vessels  having  got  seals  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  other  than  those 
seized  or  warned,  and  I  think  I  would  have  heard  of  it  if  there  had  been  any. 

15.  I  think  some  protection  should  be  given  the  seals,  but  any  close  season  made  should  apply  to 
the  Pribyloff  Islahds  as  well  as  to  pelagic  sealing. 

16.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  for  consideration  of 
making  the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WORTH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  LINCOLN  SONNTAG,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  William  O'Lcar  Shaftcr. 


State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

WILLIAM  O'LEAR  SHAFTER,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows  :— 

1.  That  I  am  a  seal  and  sea-otter  hunter,  and  have,  hunted  seal  for  eight  years  on  this  coast  and 
in  the  Behring  Sea,  and  have  been  in  the  "  Laura,"  "  Otter,"  "  Alexander,"  "  San  Jose,"  "  Sylvia 
Handy,"  "C.  H.  White,"  "Henry  Dennis,"  and  the  "Emma  and  Louisa." 

2.  In  1883,  in  the  "  Laura,"  we  were  hunting  sea-lion  principally,  but  also  got  fur-seal  and 
sea-otter.  In  1886,  in  the  "  Otter,"  we  hunted  till  March  along  the  coast,  and  the  schooner's  catch  was 
653,  of  which  I  got  180.  In  1887  I  was  in  the  "  San  Jose,"  and  we  were  seized  in  Behring  Sea.  The 
total  catch  was  about  1,400,  of  which  I  got  402,  but  cannot  separate  the  coast  from  the  sea  catch.  In 
1888,  on  the  "  Alexander,"  we  got  only  104  seals  on  the  coast  (when  we  went  otter-hunting),  of  which 
I  got  43  seals.  In  1889,  in  the  "  Sylvia  Handy,"  the  total  catch  was  about  600,  when  we  went  otter- 
hunting,  of  which  I  got  about  130.  In  1890  I  was  in  the  "  C.  H.  White,"  and  did  no  seal-hunting  to 
speak  of.  In  1891  I  was  in  the  "Henry  Dennis"  on  the  coast  and  Asiatic  side;  we  got  a  total  catch 
of  about  1,083,  of  which  I  got  151.  Under  100  of  the  schooner's  catch  was  got  along  the  Russian 
coast.  In  1892,  in  the  "  Emma  and  Louisa,"  along  the  coast  we  got  a  total  catch  of  1,012,  of  which  I 
got  109. 

3.  I  use  gun  and  rifle,  but  principally  the  shot-gun,  and  most  of  the  seals  are  got  between  10  and 
40  yards  with  the  shot-gun. 

4.  The  year  I  was  m  the  "  Dennis  "  (1891)  I  lost  3  seals  by  sinking  after  being  shot,  and  I  would 
place  the  outside  figure  of  loss  by  the  sinking  of  killed  and  mortally  wounded  seals  with  the  gun  at 
8  out  of  100,  and  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  impression  that  has  got  abroad  of  the  great  loss  of  seals 
from  gun  hunting  is  from  the  fact  that  poor  hunters  are  very  apt  to  account  for  their  poor  success  by 
saying  that  their  loss  by  sinking  was  much  greater  than  was  actually  the  case. 

5.  We  find  seals  travelling  in  schools  very  often  are  more  difficult  to  get  than  when  travelling 
alone  or  in  pairs.     There  is  always  a  look-out  one  on  guard.     I  never  heard  of  a  leader  to  a  school,  and 


I  don't  believe  the  man  ever  lived  who  could  pick  out  a  leader  in  a  school.     In  a  school  I  have  killed 
seals  of  all  ages  and  sexes  ;  they  are  mixed. 

6.  Going  up  the  coast  I  find  that  we  gat  more  females  than  males,  and  in  Behrinn-  Sea  I  think  it 
is  about  the  same.  I  cannot  say  what  proportion  of  the  females  I  have  taken  up  the  coast  carry  pups. 
In  Behring  Sea,  out  of  40  females  I  got  one  day,  about  10  were  in  milk  ;  the  rest  I  am  unable  to  say 
whether  they  were  barren  or  had  lost  their  pups ;  certainly  they  were  not  carrying  young  or  were  in 
milk.     We  get  very  few  old  bulls  in  our  catches. 

7.  The  seals  seem  to  lie  as  thick  now  as  ever  they  have  been,  but  seem  wilder  and  harder  to  get 
at ;  seals  are  more  plentiful  different  years  in  different  places.  This  year  we  had  more  than  an 
average  catch,  but  didn't  happen  to  be  in  the  right  places,  as  some  other  vessels  that  were  near  us  got 
extra  large  catches.  I  got  cows  in  milk  from  60  to  70  miles  off  Bogosloff  Island,  and  between  it  and 
the  Pribyloff  Islands. 

8.  In  crossing  from  the  American  to  the  Asiatic  coast  in  July  we  saw  seals  more  or  less  every 
day,  and  no  one  could  tell  to  which  islands  these  seals  belong,  as  when  aroused  they  mostly  travelled  to 
windward. 

9.  Skins  on  this  coast  look  to  me  to  be  better  than  those  on  the  Asiatic,  as  the  hair  looks  to  be 
longer. 

10.  I  think  the  Government  should  control  the  islands,  and  any  close  season  made  should  apply 
to  the  islands. 

11.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of  my 
having  made  the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  find  correct. 

12.  We  are  target  shooting  all  the  time  we  are  out,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  is  used 
in  this  way.     I  used  130  shots  in  one  day  to  call  the  attention  of  a  schooner. 

(Signed)  W.  O.  SHAFTEE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag. 

(Seal.) 

Deposition  of  John  Figucra. 
State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

JOHN  FJGUERA,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  : — 

1.  I  am  a  seal-hunter,  and  have  been  engaged  as  such  and  as  steerer  for  the  past  four 
seasons. 

2.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  an  American  citizen. 

o.  I  first  went  out  in  the  "Sylvia  Handy"  in  1886,  and  also  in  the  same  vessel  in  1887, 
and  in  1891  in  the  "Sophia  Sutherland,"  and  in  1892  in  the  British  steam-vessel  "Thistle"  from  this 
port. 

4.  For  the  past  two  seasons  our  catch  was  small,  for  we  were  late  in  starting,  and  were  behind 
the  run  of  seals.  In  the  "  Sutherland"  we  got  only  a  trifle  over  300,  and  in  the  "Thistle  "  445,  of 
which  I  got  40  and  55. 

5.  I  always  use  a  shot-gun  or  rifle,  but  nearly  always  the  former,  and  out  of  the  40  killed  in  1891 
I  kept  account,  and  lost  3,  and  out  of  the  55  I  lost  2  by  sinking,  and  about  6  or  7  which  I  think  I  hit 
and  got  away  altogether.  In  my  judgment  I  would  place  the  loss  of  seals  from  sinking  after  being 
killed  or  wounded  so  as  to  cause  death  at  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  for  an  average  hunter ;  of  course,  a 
very  poor  hunter  might  lose  a  good  deal  more,  but  if  he  did  he  would  find  it  hard  work  to  get  a  job 
another  season.  Many  poor  hunters  account  for  their  poor  work  by  saying  their  seals  have  sunk,  and 
this  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  talk  against  killing  seals  by  shooting.  We  can  always  use  as 
much  ammunition  as  we  please  for  practice,  and  a  great  deal  is  used  in  this  way  and  for  shooting  birds 
and  game  for  fund. 

6.  I  was  in  Behring  Sea  in  1887  and  1891,  and  was  seized  in  the  former  year  and  warned  out  nu 
the  5th  July,  1891,  when  just  inside. 

7.  On  the  coast  my  catch  was  pretty  well  divided  as  to  males  and  females,  and  many  of  them  are 
in  pup  ;  until  we  get  well  up  the  coast  we  cannot  tell  whether  they  are  in  pup  or  not. 

8.  Seals  travel  in  schools,  and  sometimes  are  seen  singly  and  in  couples  ;  when  in  schools  they  are 
harder  to  get  near  than  when  alone. 

9.  I  find  that  seals  are  very  much  wilder  than  they  used  to  be. 

10.  I  have  had  a  gooi  many  barren  cows  amongst  those  I  have  shot. 

11.  I  never  got  any  cows  in  Behring  Sea;  all  I  got  were  bulls. 

12.  I  never  knew  or  heard  of  any  vessels  having  taken  seals  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  that  had  not 
been  warned  or  seized,  and  in  talking  with  sealers  I  should  likely  have  heard  of  it  if  there  had 
been  any. 

13.  Never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  a  leader  in  a  school  of  seals,  and  never  heard  any  sealer  say 
he  had  known  of  it. 

14.  I  think  that  if  any  protection  is  given  to  seal  life  it  should  apply  to  the  breeding  islands 
equally  with  the  ocean. 

15.  I  have  not  been  paid  nor  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  making  the  foregoing  state- 
ment, which  I  have  read  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  JOHN  FIGUEEA, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  28th  clay  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notartj  Public. 

(Seal.) 
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Deposition  of  Captain  C.  E.  Mockler. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

CAPTAIN  C.  E.  MOCKLER,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  swears: — 

1  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  master  of  the  "  Mattie  Dyer,"  and  have  been  so  for  the  past 
three  years.  I  have  been  hunting  seal  in  her  for  that  time  along  the  coast  from  the  Columbia  River 
to  Behring  Sea,  and  also  on  the  Japanese  coast. 

On  the  17th  June,  1890,  I  was  seized  while  at  anchor  in  Ounalasta  Bay,  and  my  skins — 77  in 
number,  none  of  which  were  caught  in  Behring  Sea — confiscated.  My  schooner's  catch  in  1891  along 
the  coast  was  3 1 "> Ti ,  and  in  1892    this  y<  ar)  il  was  1,190. 

Being  master  of  the  vessel,  I  do  not  hunt  as  a  rule,  but  this  year  I  personally  killed  80  seals 
just  around  the  vessel,  and  kept  account  of  those  shot  which  I  did  not  get,  and  they  only  numbered 
three,  and  had  1  been  a  little  more  careful  I  would  not  perhaps  have,  lost  those.  From  my  experience 
I  would  place  the  outside  loss  for  a  good  hunter  with  gun  and  rifle  at  5  per  cent,  The  range  for  a 
°Tin  is  from  10  to  30  yards,  and  most  of  the  seal  are  got  between  those  ranges.  With  a  rifle  the  range 
would  be  anywhere  up  to  100  yards  at  which  we  would  shoot. 

The  reason  so  much  ammunition  is  used  on  our  vessels  is  that  we  place  no  restrictions  on  our 
hunters  as  to  how  much  they  may  use  in  practice  or  shooting  birds  or  game.  We  let  them  do  this 
b&  ause  we  know  that  the  more  practice  they  get  the  more  expert  hunters  they  will  become,  and  much 
more  ammunition  is  used  in  the  way  referred  to  than  in  actually  hunting  seals. 

A  seal  that  has  been  killed  after  a  struggle,  when  it  has  been  necessary  to  shoot  them  several 
times,  will  not  readily  sink,  and  I  have  known  them  to  float  for  an  hour  after  death,  for  their  lungs 
rill  with  air. 

Seals  travel  in  schools  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex,  and  in  schools  they  are  more  difficult  to  approach, 
as  some  always  appear  to  be  on  the  look-out  than  when  travelling  as  stragglers.  Never  heard  of  there 
being  a  leader  in  a  school  of  seals.     A  pregnant  seal  is  more  wary  than  any  other. 

I  think  as  a  rule  more  cows  are  got  than  bulls ;  this  is  the  case  on  the  Japanese  coast  as  well  as 
this;  the  catches  in  this  respect  vary  every  year.  Very  few  of  the  old  bulls  are  taken;  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  cows  got  on  each  coast  are  pregnant. 

1  find  that  seals  are  just  as  plentiful  this  year  as  in  any  year  in  my  experience,  and  I  do 
not  think  they  are  decreasing,  but  are  becoming  wilder  from  being  hunted  so  much,  and  harder  to  get 
near. 

I  left  for  the  Japanese  coast  this  year  on  the  29th  February,  and  reached  Victoria  on  my  return 
on  the  20th  Jul  v.  and  in  crossing  from  Japan — taking  the  "great  circle"  course  by  which  I  would 
have  passed  to  the  southward  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  about  200  miles — I  saw  seals  every  day,  some 
days  one  or  two,  but  some  each  day  right  along. 

In  returning  from  the  Alaskan  coast  two  years  ago  in  August,  I  noticed  more  or  less  seals  daily  in 
the  North  Pacific  as  far  as  500  miles  from  land. 

I  never  picked  up  any  floating  seals  or  "  stinkers." 

Nothing  has  been  paid  or  promised  me  for  making  this  statement,  but  I  do  it  voluntarily,  and 
have  read  it  over,  and  it  is  correct  and  true. 

(Signed)  C.  E.  MOCKLER 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  29th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Zee  J.  Thiers. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

LEE  J.  THIERS,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  swears  :— 

Am  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  and  am  a  seal-hunter. 

I  am  an  American  citizen,  and  hist  year  sealed  in  the  "  La  Niufa."  I  was  in  her  when  she  was 
seized  on  the  14th  July  by  the  United  States'  cutter  "Corwin." 

I  sealed  in  the  "  La  Niufa  "  up  the  coast,  and  our  catch  was  about  300,  and  my  personal  catch  was 
57  or  58. 

This  year  I  was  sealing  in  the  "Mattie  J.  Dyer,"  Captain  Mockler,  on  the  Japan  coast,  We  left 
here  about  the  end  of  February,  and  our  catch  was  1,190.     I  got  236  myself  out  of  that  number. 

This  year,  over  and  above  the  236  seals  I  got.  1  lost  exactly  7,  which  sank  after  being  killed, 
and  before  I  could  get  to  them  in  the  boat,  Two  of  these  were  sunk  by  the  boat  running  on  them, 
and  all  of  them  were  long  shots.  I  was  particular  to  keep  count  this  year  of  those  T  lost,  and  this 
statement  is  correct.     Last  year  I  did  not  keep  count,  but  I  know  I  did  not  lose  many. 

I  doubt  if  the  loss  by  sinking  of  seals  in  the  case  of  an  average  hunter  would  be  more  than  5  per 
cent. ;  that  is  a  hunter  who  would  get  employment  on  a  first-class  sealing-vessel. 

We  can  use  all  the  ammunition  we  want  for  practice  on  the  voyage,  and  a  great  deal  is  used  in 

that  way. 

Nearly  all  seals  are  killed  with  the  gun.  and  at  a  distance  of  from  10  to  30  yards,  and  what  are 
killed  by  a  rifle  form  a  small  proportion  of  those  I  kill. 

We  see  seals  in  schools,  and  they  are  mixed  in  sexes  and  ages.     They  are  very  much  harder  to 
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kill  when  in  schools  than  when   in  ones  or  twos.     I  don't  think  any  one  could  find  a  leader  to  a 
school,  and  never  heard  a  seal-hunter  say  he  hail  seen  one. 

From  my  own  observation,  and  from  what  other  sealers  tell  me,  there  were  more  seals  seen 
this  year  than  ever  before,  but  we  all  agree  in  saying  that  they  are  wilder  ami  harder  to  get.  1  think 
cows  as  a  rule  are  more  wary  than  bulls,  for  bulls  when  awakened  will  often  show  tight,  and  also  come 
towards  the  boat  from  sheer  curiosity,  whereas  the  cows  make  off  as  fast  as  they  can. 

Tn  the  first  of  the  season  along  the  coast  I  have  got  more  cows  than  bulls,  but  later  on,  as 
we  get  farther  north,  by  the  southern  Alaska  coast,  we  get  more  bulls  than  cows,  for  up  there  the 
cows  seem  to  strike  out  for  the  islands  without  aDy  loitering.  This  is  also  the  case  on  the  Japan 
coast. 

The  farthest  I  have  got  seals  in  milk  from  the  rookeries  was  between  70  or  80  miles.  I  know 
this  from  looking  at  the  Chart  now  shown  me,  from  which  I  can  see  the  position  at  which  I  was  at  the 
time. 

I  have  frequently  got  a  number  of  cows  that  have  had  neither  pups  nor  milk,  and  got  more  of  that 
kind  on  this  coast  than  the  Japan  coast.  There  has  been  so  much  talk  about  the  seal  life  that  I  took 
particular  notice  of  those  facts  last  year-. 

1  have  not  heard  of  any  schooners  having  taken  any  seals  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  that  were  not 
warned  or  seized,  and  I  would  likely  have  heard  of  it  if  there  had  been  any. 

In  coming  back  from  the  Japan  coast  this  year  we  left  Skotan  about  the  24th  June,  and  followed 
the  "great  circle"  track  for  Victoria,  where  we  arrived  about  the  middle  of  July,  and  in  the  passage 
across"  I  saw  seals  every  day.     We  ran  within  200  or  2.">0  miles  of  the  Aleutian  group. 

I  never  noticed  any  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  skins  taken  along  this  coast  from  those  in 
Behring  Sea,  and  I  would  not  know  the  difference  between  those  taken  on  the  American  coast  ami 
those  of  the  Japan  side. 

This  year  we  got  on  our  way  across  — just  as  we  were  leaving  we  got  skins  off  the  Farallones 
Islands,  and  on  taking  them  to  Victoria  with  the  rest  of  our  catch  no  one  could  pick  out  one  from  the 
other,  though  we,  of  course,  knew  them,  having  kept  them  apart  and  put  them  up  by  themselves. 

I  consider  that  the  seals  need  protection,  but  it  should  apply  to  the  breeding-islands  more  than  to 
the  coast,  for  I  consider  there  is  more  harm  done  to  seal  life  by  their  manner  of  killing  there  and  by 
their  practice  of  killing  all  bulls. 

"We  get  very  few  old  bulls. 

I  have  never  picked  up  a  dead  seal  or  "  stinker,"  but  have  seen  two  picked  up  that  had  not  been 
long  in  the  water,  as  they  were  quite  fresh. 

I  have  not  been  paid  nor  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  having  made  the  foregoing  state- 
ment, which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  LEE  J.  THIEES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  29th  day  of  November,  1892, 
(Signed)  LINCOLN  SONNTAG,  Notary  Public 

(Seal.) 
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Deposition  of  Warren  F.  Upson, 


State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

WAEEEN  F.  UPSON,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  :— 

I  will  be  57  years  of  age  on  the  4th  January  next,  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  have  lived  here  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  am  an  American  subject. 

I  have  been  a  hunter  of  fur-skins  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and  commenced  killing  seals  about 
thirteen  years  ago  as  a  business;  previous  to  that  lime  I  was  sea-otter  hunting  altogether,  though 
would  occasionally  kill  a  few  seals.  Was  otter-hunting  principally  amongst  the  Kurile  group  up  to  the 
time  I  commenced  seal-hunting,  ami  was  as  familiar  with  all  the  islands  of  the  group  as  I  am  with  the 
streets  of  this  city,  from  Cape  Nogshaf  to  Kamtehatka,  and  know  that  there  were  no  rookeries  at  that 
time  on  those  islands.  I  know  Rakoke,  Moo-shire,  and  Shrenoi  Rocks  between  Ushisir  and  Shias- 
kotan,  and,  to  my  knowledge  there  were  no  rookeries  on  them  during  my  otter-hunting  days,  but  I 
learned  since  that  Captain' Miner  has  taken  a  large  number  of  seals  on  some  of  those  rocks,  and  1 
account  for  the  fact  that  they  were  driven  from  Eobben  Island  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea,  for  Eobben 
Island  has  been  raided  till  there  are,  comparatively,  very  few  seals  landing  there.  I  was  on  the  first 
schooner  that  raided  Eobben  Island,  the  "  Matinee,"  fitted  out  by  H.  Liebes,  T.  1'.  H.  Whitelaw,  and 
Isaac  Leonard,  of  this  city.  This  was  about  twelve  years  ago.  This  was  the  first  and  only  raid  ever  1 
made  on  rookeries.  ti 

As  near  as  I  can  remember,  I  hunted  in  the  following  vessels:  pilot-boat "  Fanny, '  schooners 
"Matinee,"  "Alexander,"  "Undaunted,"  "City  of  San  Diego,"  "  Vanderbilt,"  "Kate  and  Ann,"  and 
"Active."  In  some  of  these  I  have  been  hunting  several  seasons.  I  have  sealed  on  the  American 
coast,  Behring  Sea,  on  the  Russian  coast,  off  the  Commander  Islands,  also  on  the  Japan  coast. 

In  crossing  over  this  year  to  the  south  of  the  Aleutian  group,  going  to  the  Commander  Islands,  during 
the  month  of  July  I  noticed  seals  more  or  less  in  the  passage.  On  our  return  in  August  it  was  so  rough 
we  could  not  see  anything-  but  I  have  come  along  there  as  late  as  September  and  noticed  plenty  of 
seals  to  the  southward  ofl72nd  Pass.  I  remember  one  year,  when  I  was  in  the  "  San  Diego,"  that  we 
got  93  seals  in  one  day  (10th  September)  with  three  boats.  This  was  off  Bogosloff  Rock,  m  the 
Behring  Sea.  .... 

I  cannot  remember  the  numbers  of  seals  taken  by  the  different  vessels  I  have  been  m  in  their 
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different  years, no1  my  own  individual  catches,  though  [have  it  all  written  down  somewhere,  T  cannot 
now  lay  my  hand  on  it. 

Have  always  used  a  gun  or  rifle,  but  hunted  seals  mostly  with  a  shot-gun,  and  most  we  got  under 

ards.     A  careful  hunter  will  lose  very  Eew  seals,  and  10  per  cent,  will  fully  '-over  his  loss. 

A  seal  that  Las  1 n  killed  after  several  shots,  and  struggled  a  good  deal,  will  float  much  longer 

than  one  that  has  been  suddenly  killed. 

A  g 1  many  seals  are  di  stroyed  by  "killer  whales,"  and  I  have  had  a  seal  taken  away  by  them 

after  1  had  killed  it. 

Seals  travel  a  great  deal  in  schools,  and  are  very  much  more  watchful  then  than  when  alone  or  in 
twos.     Never  heard  of  a  leader  to  a  school,  but  1  have  seen  "  watchers"  on  the  look-out. 

In  my  experience  there  is  no  difference  in  the  fur  of  any  of  the  seals,  American  or  Russian,  but  I 
have  killed  seals  off  Guadaloupe  Island  and  found  the  fur  lighter  in  colour  and  quality,  and  not  as 
valuable  as  the  others. 

I  have  crossed  from  San  Francisco  to  Yokohama  many,  many  times,  and  have  taken  many  different 
courses.  In  courses  made  from  35  to  45  north  have  seen  seals  off  and  on  every  day  all  the  way 
across  in  January,  February,  and  March,  but  south  of  that  have  scarcely  seen  any. 

I  know  all  the  vessels  sealing  out  of  this  port,  and  I  never  heard  of  the  "  Maggie  Ross,"  and  I 
heard  ofa  seal-hunter  called  Charles  Challal,  nor  William  11.  Long,  nor  Henry  Mason,  nor  John  Dalton, 
know  most  of  the  seal-hunters  from  here,  and  certainly  all  the  well-known  and  -mid  hunters.  I  never 
nor  Richard  Dolan,  nor  William  Eraser,  nor  Thomas  Gibson,  nor  William  Mclsaac,  nor  I 'a  trick  Maroney, 
nor  Miles  Nelson,  nor  Adolphus  Stairs,  nor  John  Woodruff,  nor.Joseph  Denis,  norFrankM.  Gaffney,  nor 
Martin  Hannon,  nor  Andrew  Hoffman,  nor  James  Kennedy,  nor  James  Malloy,  nor  Frank  Mpreau,  nor 
James  Sloan,  ma-  E.  W.  Soron,  nor  G.  Sundrall,  nor  William  Hensen,  nor  Adolph  W.  Thompson,  and 
none  of  the  foregoing  can  lie  prominent  hunters,  or  hunters  of  any  ability,  or  lane  any  record. 

I  have  not  been  paid  anything  or  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  having  made  the  fore- 
going statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  W.   F.   UPSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  30th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  PiMic. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Captain  Adolplie  F.  Carlson. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

CAPTAIN  ADOLFHE  F.  CARLSON,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  as 
follows : — 

I.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  have  hunted  for  sea  fur-skins  for  the  past  eighteen  years  ;  since 
1883  have  hunted  on  this  coast,  but  previously  on  the  Japan  coast  for  sea-otter. 

1'.  In  L879  1  became  master  of  the  .schooner  "Alexander,"  anil  continued  in  her  till  the  fall  of 
1885,  when  I  got  the  "  Helen  lilum,"  which  I  have  commanded  ever  since. 

3.  My  principal  hunting  has  been  for  sea-otter,  but  have  incidentally  hunted  seals. 

4.  1  have  crossed  in  the  mail-steamer  "  Gallic  "  from  Yokohama  lo  San  Francisco,  making  a  course 
4">  north,  and  have  seen  seals  more  or  less  every  day — this  was  in  the  month  of  January — and  have 
returned  the  beginning  of  February,  at  a  course  about  36°  north,  and  have  again  seen  seals  almost 
daily  during  the  voyage. 

5.  Sometimes  in  going  north  along  this  coast  seals  are  seen  straggling  in  ones  and  twos,  and  at 
others  in  schools,  and  these  schools  are  generally  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex,  and  in  schools  they  are 
harder  to  get  than  otherwise,  for  there  is  always  a  watch,  and  1  have  never  known  such  a  theory 
among  sealers  as  there  being  a  leader  to  a  school,  and  the  habit  of  a  sealer  is  to  get  the  first  one 
he  can. 

6.  Along  the  coast  we  get  more  females  than  anything  else,  and  the  females  are  mostly  carrying 
yi  mng. 

7.  I  bunted  otter  along  the  Kurile  Islands  from  187-  till  1  N 8 : '> .  and  know  that  up  to  1879  there 
were  no  rookeries  on  Rakoke  Island  or  Moo-shir  Rocks,  and  seals  up  to  that  time  never  hauled-up  on 
either  of  these  islands  to  breed,  but  1  learn  that  they  were  found  there  in  1880  or  1881 

8.  [  think  seals  are  decreasing,  for  I  hear  so  from  those  on  the  Island  of  Shumagin  and  other 
islands  in  that  vicinity,  and  1  don't  think  I  see  so  many  myself. 

9.  Seal-  are  getting  more  wary  from  being  hunted  so  much  more  than  formerly. 

10.  1  did  not  hear  of  any  vessels  having  got  seals  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  other  than  those  that 
were  warned  or  seized,  and  1  should  have  known  it,  I  am  sure,  had  there  been  any. 

II.  Nothing  has  been  paid  or  promised  me  for  making  this  deposition,  and  I  have  read  it  over,  and 
it  is  correct. 

(Signed)  A.  E.  CARLSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  20th  day  of  November.  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Piibliq 

(Seal.) 
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Deposition  of  Frederick  Crocker 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

FREDERICK  CROCKER,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:— 

]  am  a  resident  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  and  au  American  subject.  1  have  been  a  seal-hunter 
since  L881,  and  have  hunted  on  the  American,  Japan,  and  Russian  coasts,  and  Behring  Sea,  I  have 
sealed  in  the  schooners  "Mary  Elleu,"  "Victoria,"  "Penelope,"  "San  Jose,"  "  0.  S.  Fowler," 
"C.  11.  White,"  "C.  G.  White,"  the  "  Bowhead,"  and  have  also  hunted  out  of  several  vessels  from 
Yokohama. 

1  first  limited  among  the  Kurile  Islands  in  1881, and  found  rookeries  on  the  Stred-noi  and  Mushire 

Rocks  and  Raikoke  Islands,  and  we  made  good  takes— cannot  say  now  exactly  how  many that  year 

I  was  in  the  "  Diana,"  sailing  from  Yokohama.     1  know  of  no  other  places  on  those  islands  where  seals 
haul-out. 

For  the  last  two  seasons  I  have  been  hunting  on  the  Japan  coast.  In  1891  we  got  1,687  seals, 
and  in  1892  (tins  year)  1,868.  These  years  1  was  in  the  "  C.  H.  White"  and  "Bowhead."  Last  year 
my  personal  catch  was  453,  and  this  year  268,  when  a  "killer"  struck  the  boat,  smashed  it,  drowned 
one  of  my  men.  lest  our  guns,  and  I  luckily  got  safe  myself. 

1  always  use  shot-gun  and  rifle,  and  some  days  when  I  go  out  never  lose  a  seal,  and  perhaps,  if 
verj  rough  and  unlucky,  might  lose  one  out  of  five,  or  on  an  average  all  round  of  from  5  to  10  per  cent., 
but  10  per  cent,  would  be  the  outside  figure  for  last  year,  and  this  I  have  lost  very  few.  A  seal  shot 
and  worried  by  several  shots,  and  finally  killed,  will  not  sink  for  some  time,  as  its  lungs  become 
inflated  by  its  exertions. 

Seals  are  for  the  most  part  shot  with  shot-gun  at  from  10  to  30  yards. 

Seals  for  the  most  part  travel  in  schools,  and  the  sexes  are  mixed,  and  they  are  so  as  regards 
age.  Seals  are  hard  to  get  in  schools,  as  they  are  very  watchful,  at  least  one  or  two  are  always  on  the 
watch. 

In  my  experience  I  never  heard  of  any  leader  to  a  school,  and  I  don't  think  any  one  could  pick- 
out  a  leader,  and  I  always  kill  the  first  I  come  to. 

A  pregnant  seal  is  harder  to  kill  than  another,  and  when  killed  is  more  buoyant. 

I  think  along  this  coast  I  get  more  females  than  males.  In  Behring  Sea  they  run  half  and  half, 
and  on  the  Japanese  coast  it  is  the  same  as  on  our  coast,  and  on  the  Russian  coast  they  average  about 
the  same  as  Behring  Sea. 

On  the  Japanese  and  this  coast  the  females  we  get  are  mostly  with  pup,  and  on  the  Asiatic  coast 
and  in  Behring  Sea  the  seals  we  get  are  in  milk.  We  get  plenty  of  barren  cows,  but  more  on  the 
Japanese  coast  than  elsewhere. 

On  the  Russian  side  we  do  not  get  cows  in  milk  farther  than  from  50  to  60  miles  from  the  Com- 
mander Islands.     On  this  side  I  have  got  them  as  far  as  200  miles  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands. 

I  don't  think  there  is  any  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  skins  caught  in  any  of  those  waters  I 
have  spoken  of,  but  there  is  a  slight  difference  in  the  colour  of  the  skins,  those  on  the  being- 

darker  than  those  on  the  other. 

The  only  vessel  I  heard  of  getting  seals  in  the  Behring  Sea  this  year  was  the  "Allie  I.  Alger," 
but  was  told  that  she  left  when  she  heard  it  was  prohibited,  after  having  got  only  a  few  seals. 

Male  seals,  like  other  mammals,  have  teats. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  other  rookeries  than  those  I  have  spoken  of. 

In  1883  I  was  seized  when  raiding  Robben  Island.  I  was  on  the  schooner  "Helena,"  Captain 
Golder,  master,  and  our  outfit  was  confiscated.  We  raided  that  island  five  years.  I  have  also  taken 
part  in  raiding  other  islands,  but  I  do  not  care  to  give  any  statement  about  them  without  the 
permission  of  the  owners  of  the  vessels. 

I  think  that  seals  should  be  given  some  protection,  but  I  think  they  should  be  protected  on  the 
rookeries  as  well  as  on  the  Sea. 

In  crossing  from  the  American  to  the  Russian  side  I  have  noticed  seals  more  or  less  every  day 
during  the  passage  ;  this  would  be  about  the  month  of  August,  and  in  coming  from  the  Russian 
to  the  American  side  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  about  the  month  of  September  have  observed  the 
same  thing. 

I  have  not  been  paid  nor  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  making  the  foregoing  statement, 
which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  F.  J.  CROCKER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  December,  1S92. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Be  position  of  William  Conners. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

WILLIAM  COXNERS,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  swears  :— 

Am  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  an  American  subject,  and  a  seal-hunter.     I  began  sealing  in 

1886,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  year  (1889)  have  hunted  every  year  since. 

In    1886  I  hunted  in  the  "Theresa,"  1887    in    the  "Challenge,"  1888   the  "Mountain  Chief," 

1890  "  C.  G.  White,"  and  last  year  in  the  "  Lily  L."     This  year  I  hunted  in  the  "  Louis  Olsen." 
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In  the  " Theresa " — 1  joined  her  at  Victoria,  in  the  month  of  April — and  between  that  and  the 
Shumagin  Islands  we  gol  ln7  seals.     We  then  went  into  the  Behring  Sea,  and  got  over  2,000  seals. 

In  1887,  on  the  "Challenge,"  we  got  L08  seals,  and  were  then  seized — the  first  vessel  seized  that 
year.  The  reason  given  for  seizing  us  was  that  we  were  taking  female  seals,  for  we  had  not  got  into 
Behri 

In  1888  1  was  mi  the  "  Mountain  Chief,"  and  we  were  so  late  leaving  Victoria — 16th  dune — that 
we  didn't  get  any  seals  on  the  coast.     We  gol  89  t  seals  in  the  Behring  Si  a 

On  the  "C  G.  White,"  we  started  directly  for  the  Japan  mast  on  the  1  ~> 1 1 1  February,  and  picked 
up  25  on  the  American  coast.  We  got  476  on  the  Japan  coast,  and  then  came  to  Copper  Island, 
and  got  59  seals.  We  stayed  there  four  or  five  days,  when  the  six  boats  got  lost,  and  the  schooner 
was  brought  hack  here  by  the  captain  and  cahin  hoy.  My  boat  and  another  landed  on  tin-  island, 
and  we  gave  ourselves  up.  We  were  kept  there  two  weeks,  an  1  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
sent  us  here  1>\  the  steamer  "  Karlike,"  reaching  here  on  the  9th  September.  Three  of  the  boats 
attempted  to  land,  and  were  fired  on  by  the  Russians;  one  man  was  killed,  ami  two  others  wounded, 
Seven  bullets  went  through  the  boats. 

Lasl  year,  in  the  "  Lily  I..."  on  the  coast,  we  got    567  seals  and  came  home.     We  went  out  on  the 
[i  January,  and  stayed  about  seven  months. 

This  year,  in  the  "Louis  Olsen,"  on  our  way  to  the  Japan  coast  we  got  about  20  on  the  American 
coast,  and  we  got  1,342  on  the  Japan  coast. 

My  individual  take  as  a  hunter  the  first  year  I  was  out,  in  the  "Theresa."  I  got  436  seals.  The 
next  year,  in  the  "  Challenge,"  1  got  only  22,  as  we  were  seized.  The  next  year,  in  the  "  Mountain 
Chief,"  1  gol  368.  The  following  year  I  didn't  hunt ;  and  in  1890,  in  the  "C.  G.  White."  1  got  L08. 
We  were  the  first  schooner  from  San  Francisco  that  went  to  the  Japan  coast,  and  we  got  lost,  which 
accounts  for  our  small  catch.  In  1891,  on  the  "  Lily  L.,"  I  got  93  on  the  coast;  we  didn't  go  into 
Behring  Sea.     This  year  I  got  259  seals  on  the  Japanese  coast. 

We  always  use  rifle  and  shot-gun. 

I  never,  until  this  year,  kept  any  account  of  those  seals  I  lost  from  sinking  after  having  been 
killed  or  mortally  wounded,  and  I  did  it  this  year,  because  there  was  so  much  talk  about  the  loss  from 
shooting,  and  out  of  266  killed  I  lost  7.     I  was  very  careful,  and  have  them  all  marked  down. 

I  think  for  the  utmost  loss  for  a  good  hunter  from  sinking  is  5  per  cent. :  that  is  putting  it  at  the 
outside. 

We  are  never  stinted  in  the  use  of  ammunition,  ami  we  can  use  all  we  want  for  practice  or  game 
shooting.     Seals  are  mostly  shot  from  20  to  ::o  yards  distant  with  a  shot-gun. 

Seals  travel  more  now  than  they  used  to  do  in  schools,  and  they  are  mixed  up — males  and 
females,  young  and  old — and  when  in  schools  are  wide  awake,  and  seem  to  be  getting  educated  to  be 
on  the  watch. 

I  have  seen  more  seals  this  year  than  in  any  yeaT  before  since  I  have  hunted,  but  they  are  wilder 
and  harder  tii  get  at — certainly  their  number  is  not  growing  less. 

In  my  experience  along  the  coast  1  find  that  more  than  half  of  them  are  females,  but  I  cannot  say 
very  much  about  it,  as  we  are  paid  by  the  skin,  and  1  didn't  take  much  note.  I  have  taken  skins  on 
the  Russian-American  and  Japanese  coasts,  and  down  off  the  Island  of  Guadaloupe,  and  I  cannot  say 
that  I  have  ever  noticed  any  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  skin,  though  I  think  the  colour  of  the 
latter  are  darker. 

I  have  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water,  and  by  killing  the  female  first  been  aide  to  get  both. 

As  a  rule  we  don't  get  many  old  bulls,  but  I  remember  that  in  one  day,  while  on  the  "  Mountain 
Chief."  I  got  IS  old  bulls. 

We  meet  with  and  get  plenty  of  barren  cows. 

In  all  the  \ear-  I  have  been  sealing  I  have  only  picked  up  but  three  floating  seal-,  or  "stinkers." 

I  nevei  heard  of  a  leader  to  a  school  of  seals. 

In  1883,  crossing  from  the  Japan  Islands  to  Victoria,  in  October  and  November,  I  noticed  seals 
every  day  during  the  voyage. 

I  know  all  the  sealing-vessels,  as  I  hunted  from  Victoria,  Seattle,  and  San  Francisco,  and  am  also 
acquainted  with  most  of  the  hunter--,  either  personally  or  by  reputation.  I  have  never  heard  of  a 
hunter  named  James  Sloan,  nor  of  William  Long,  nor  of  Henry  .Mason,  nor  of  Peter  Collins,  nor  John 
Dalton,  nor  Richard  Dolan,  nor  William  Mclsaac,  nor  James  Kennedy,  nor  Patrick  Maroney,  nor 
Miles  Nelson,  nor  Thomas  Brown,  nor  Charles  Challal,  nor  Joseph  Denis,  nor  Andrew  Hoffman,  nor 
James  Kean,  nor  William  H.  Long,  nor  Henry  Mason,  nor  William  Hensen,  and  they  cannot  be  men 
of  any  experience  in  sealing.  I  know  a  great  many  of'  the  boat-pullers  in  this  part,  and  I  do  not 
recollect  ever  having  heard  of  any  of  the  above-named  being  employed  in  any  connection  with  sealing. 

I  think  that  should  any  protection  lie  given  seals  that  the  Behring  Sea  should  be  closed,  and 
killing  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  prohibited  as  well. 

I  have  not  been  paid  or  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  making  the  foregoing  statement, 
which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  W.  CONNERS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  :10th  day  of  November,  L892. 
(Sigrn  1 1  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Pid>li<:. 

(Seal.) 
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Deposition  of  P.  E.  Peterson 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

P.  E.  PETERSON,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  : — 

1.  P.  E.  Peterson  is  my  name,  and  I  am  a  resident  of  San  Francisco.  I  am  an  American  subject, 
and  for  the  past  two  years  have  been  hunting  seals  in  the  schooner  "  Lily  L.,"  belonging  to  C.  D.  Ladd, 
of  this  city,  and  both  years  sealed  from  San  Francisco  to  Kadiak  along  the  coast. 

2.  Last  year,  1891,  I  cannot  say  how  many  the  schooner  got,  but  i  only  got  35,  as  I  joined  at  Tort 
Townshend  after  the  most  of  their  catch  had  been  made. 

3.  This  vear  the  schooner's  catch  was  about  613,  of  which  I  got  79  after  missing  several  of  the 
best  days  through  sickness. 

4.  I  always  hunt  with  shot-gun  and  rifle,  and  this  year  I  kept  count  of  those  I  lost  from  sinking 
after  being  shot,  and  the  number  was  3  altogether.  I  would  place  the  loss  that  a  good  hunter  would 
make  at  not  more  than  5  in  100. 

5.  The  range  for  a  sbot-gun  at  which  I  would  get  seals  would  be  at  8  to  30  yards,  and  nearly  all 
my  seals  are  taken  with  shot-gun.  A  seal  that  has  straggled,  and  been  killed  after  several  shots,  will 
float  for  a  long  time. 

G.  I  have  never  found  a  dead  seal  floating — commonly  called  "  stinkers." 

T.  Seals  travel  in  schools,  ami  are  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex,  and  when  in  schools  are  harder  to  get 
at  than  when  in  ones  or  twos.     I  never  heard  of  a  leader  to  a  school  of  seals. 

8.  We  can  use  what  ammunition  we  like  while  on  the  vessel  for  shooting  birds  and  practising, 
and  there  is  a  great  deal  used  in  that  way. 

9.  Along  the  coast  my  experience  is  that  we  get  about  half  males  and  half  females,  and  after 
passing  Sitka  we  get  more  old  bulls  than  on  this  side  of  it,  but  we  get  very  few  old  "  wigs." 

10.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  vessel  having  taken  seals  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  that  was  not 
warned  out  or  seized. 

11.  I  have  killed  lots  of  barren  cows. 

12.  Seals  were  more  plentiful,  I  think,  this  year  than  in  1891.  They  are  not  decreasing,  but  they 
are  harder  to  get,  as  they  are  growing  wilder. 

13.  I  have  not  been  paid  or  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  having  made  the  foregoing 
statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  2nd  clay  of  December,  1892. 

(Signed)  P.  E.  PETERSON. 

(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Harry  John  Lund. 


State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

HARRY  JOHN  LUND,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

Am  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  and  an  American  subject.  Have  hunted  seals  for  two  years ; 
first  in  1891  in  the  "  City  of  San  Diego,"  and  this  year  in  the  "  Ivanhoe." 

In  1891,  in  the  "  Citv  of  San  Diego,"  we  hunted  up  this  coast,  leaving  San  Francisco  on  the 
11th  February.  We  got  about  700  on  the  coast,  of  which  I  got  personally  145.  We  then  went  into 
the  Behring  Sea,  and  only  got  about  20,  as  we  were  warned  (ordered)  out. 

This  year,  1892,  on  the  "  Ivanhoe,"  we  left  here  directly  for  the  Japan  coast  on  the  6th  February, 
passing  through  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  never  hunted  until  we  reached  the  Japanese  coast,  where 
we  got  1,294,  and  I  got  mvself  253  seals. 

Out  of  the  152  I  shot  at  in  1891  on  the  coast  I  don't  believe  I  lost  from  sinking  or  mortally 
wounding  more  than  7  seals,  and  consider  my  percentage  of  loss  at  not  more  than  6  or  7  per  cent.  I 
consider  the  average  hunter  ought  not  to  lose  more  than  from  5  to  7  per  cent,  of  those  he  gets. 

I  think  that  if  I  happen  to  shoot  a  seal  just  as  lie  has  tilled  his  lungs  that  he  will  float  a  long 
time.  I  know  that  I  have  killed  a  seal  and  picked  him  up  six  or  seven  hours  later,  and  on  one 
occasion  I  killed  a  seal  from  among  five  others,  and  waited  around  seeing  the  others  trying  to  bring 
him  under  by  catching  his  flipper.  This  they  could  not  do,  as  he  would  float,  and  I  killed  all  the  five 
before  I  picked  this  one  up. 

Seals  swim  in  schools.  I  have  seen  in  the  Japan  Sea  as  many  as  300  in  a  bunch,  but  they  would 
be  very  hard  to  get  at  when  in  that  way.  I  never  heard  of  a  leader  to  a  school ;  when  going  in  this 
way  the  sexes  are  all  mixed  up,  and  so  are  the  young  and  old. 

I  shot  almost  all  my  seals  with  a  shot-gun  at  about  15  to  18  yards  distant.  I  have  never  shoL 
more  than  a  dozen  with  a  rifle. 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  quantity  of  ammunition  we  may  use,  and  there  is  more  used  on  birds 
and  at  a  mark  than  on  seals. 

I  got  about  65  per  cent,  of  cows  on  the  coast,  and  the  proportion  is  about  the  same  on  the  Japan 
coast.     We  verv  seldom  get  an  old  bull. 

On  the  way  home  this  year  during  the  month  of  July,  on  the  "  great  circle  "  track,  we  saw  seals 
every  day ;  some  clays  as  many  as  20. 

I  have  never  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water. 

The  only  vessel  I  heard  of  being"  in  the  Behring  Sea  that  was  not  warned  out  or  seized  was  the 
Allie  I.  Aloer." 
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Before  I  went  sealing  I  -was  a  sailor  out  of  this  port,  and  very  well  acquainted  with  all  the  vessels 
engaged  in  hunting,  and  there  is  no  vessel  engaged  in  the  sealing  named  "Maggie  Ross."  I  also  am 
acquainted  with  the  hunters  and  men  that  go  on  sealing-vesseis  and  other  ships,  and  I  do  not  know- 
Charles  Challal,  nor  James  Sloan,  nor  "William  Long,  nor  James  Fyfe,  nor  Henry  Mason,  nor  John 
Dalton,  Richard  Dolan,  James  Kennedy.  Patrick  Maroney,  Miles  Nelson,  nor  Adolphus  Savers.  If 
any  of  those  men  had  any  record  I  would  be  hound  to  hear  of  them. 

I  have  not  been  promised  nor  paid  anything  in  consideration  of  havingmade  the  above  statements,, 
which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  HARRY  JOHN  LUND. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  December,  1802. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal) 


Deposition  of  Charli  s  Harit 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

<  IHARLES  HARITWEN,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: — 

1.  I  live  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  and  am  an  American  subject. 

2.  I  have  been  hunting  for  fur-skins  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  and  have  been  more  or  less  for  all 
that  time  engaged  in  killing  seals. 

I  am  captain  of  the  "Louis  Olsen,"  a  sealing-vessei  belonging  to  "William  Olsen,  and  which  hails 
from  Astoria,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  have  commanded  her  for  the  past  two  years. 

•">.  1  returned  this  year  from  my  sealing  voyage  on  the  coast  of  Japan  on  the  L6th  August,  and 
entered  at  this  port  i  San  Francisco)  on  the  following  morning,  and  had  on  board  1,334  fur-seal  skins, 
all  taken  on  the  Japan  coast  except  23  which  were  got  within  5G  miles  from  San  Francisco. 

4.  The  skins  were  removed  from  my  vessel  ("Louis  Olsen  ")  on  the  18th  August  last,  and  were 
taken  without  any  inspection  to  the  ware-rooms  of  the  firm  of  H.  Liehes  and  Co.,  of  this  city,  and  no 
outsiders  were  present  for  that  purpose  when  the  skins  were  unloaded  from  the  vessel  and  removed  on 
trucks  to  the  ware-rooms  of  the  said  firm  of  H.  Liehes  and  Co.;  and  the  time  occupied  in  unloading 
from  the  vessel  ami  delivering  the  skins  into  the  cellar  of  the  said  firm  of  H.  Liehes  and  Co.  did  not 
occupy  the  space  of  three  hours  ;  only  sufficient  time  was  taken  to  count  them  at  the  vessel  and  on 
delivery  into  the  cellar,  when  I  tallied  them  each  time. 

5.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  following  day,  the  19th  August,  I  met  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  when  he 
told  me  he  had  sold  the  skins  to  the  firm  of  Liehes  and  Co.,  where  I  had  the  night  before  delivered  the 
skins,  and  that  they  had  found  seventy- nine  greys  (meaning  yearling  pups).  I  objected,  and  went  up  to 
the  ware-rooms  of  H.  Liehes  to  see  them  picked  out  (this  was  on  the  same  day,  the  19th  August). 
When  I  got  there  I  found  H.  Liehes.  the  head  of  the  firm,  Charles  J.  Behlow,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Liebes  and  Co.,  or  a  man  I  supposed  to  he  him.  and  two  or  three  other  employees  of  the  firm  of 
Liehes  and  Co.,  and  William  Olsen,  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  also  accompanied  me  and  was  present. 

6.  The  skins  had  evidently  been  gone  over  since  the  previous  night,  for  the  pup-skins  bad  been 
separated  from  the  test,  and  they  were  counted  over  in  my  presence,  and  they  numbered  79,  and  I  was 
astonished  to  find  so  many,  for  I  considered  I  had  from  34  to  36,  hut  I  had  to  acknowledge  it,  and  let 
it  go  at  79. 

7.  I  consider  it  impossible  for  any  expert  in  skins  to  infallibly  pick  out  male  from  female  skins 
after  they  have  been  salted  and  before  being  dressed,  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  select  from  a 
large  number  of  salted  skins  those  of  cows  that  had  been  earning  pup  and  had  their  pups  taken  from 
them  after  death,  and  to  attempt  to  arrive  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  at  a  conclusion  of  that  kind 
would  occupy  several  days  with  the  number  of  skins  I  had — over  1,300. 

8.  I  have  been  sailing  from  this  port  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  and  for  most  of  that  time  have  been 
engaged  in  hunting  seals,  and  am  familiar  with  the  names  of  all  the  vessels  that  go  sealing,  and  know 
by  reputation  or  personally  all  those  connected  with  the  sealing  business  from  this  port,  either  as 
hunter,  steerer,or  boat-puller,  and  1  do  not  know  of  any  one  in  either  of  the  foregoing  capacities  named 
Thomas  Bradley,  nor  Charles  Challal,  nor  Peter  Collins,  nor  John  Dalton,  nor  Joseph  Dennis,  nor 
Richard  Dolan,  nor  Peter  Duffy,  nor  George  Fairehild,  nor  William  Frazer,  nor  John  Fyfe.  nor 
Thomas  Gibson,  nor  James  Griffin,  nor  Martin  Hannon,  nor  Andrew  J.  Hoffman,  nor  dames  Kean, 
nor  James  Kennedy,  nor  James  Kiernan,  nor  Caleb  Linduht,  nor  William  H.  Long,  nor  Thomas  Lyons, 
nor  William  McLsaac,  nor  William  McLaughlin,  nor  Thomas  Madden,  nor  James  Mulvy,  nor  Patrick 
Maroney,  nor  Hemy  Mason,  nor  "William  Mason,  nor  F.  W.  Soron,  nor  Cyrus  Stephens. 

'.'.  And  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of 
making  the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  have  found  correct. 

(Signed)  CHAL'LFS  HARITWEN 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 
(Sigi  John  Coffee, 

A  Notary  Public  vn  and/or  th  City  and  County  of 
San  /■'  Statt  of  California. 

(Seal.) 
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Deposition  of  James  Fun  I. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

JAMES  FOED,  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

1.  I  live  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  am  an  American  subject,  and  am  a,  seal-hunter. 

2.  I  hunted  in  the  vessel  "  Emma  and  Louisa  "  in  1891,  and  in  the  "  Lillie  L."  in  1892. 

3.  The  catch  of  the  "  Emma  and  Louisa"  in  1891  along  the- coast  to  Kadiak  was  1,073,  of  which 
I  got  133,  and  lost  by  sinking  3  seals.  The  catch  of  the  vessel  "  Lillie  L."  this  year  (1892)  was  615,  of 
which  I  got  124,  and  lost  by  sinking  5  seals.     This  was  also  along  this  coast. 

4.  I  always  use  shot-gun  and  rifle,  but  mostly  the  shot-gun,  and  I  would  place  the  loss  from  the 

sinking  of  seals  that  had  been  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  for  a  g 1  average  hunter,  at  5  in  the  100, 

and  not  more.     Most  seals  are  killed  from  10  to  30  yards. 

5.  I  have  got  more  males  than  females  on  this  coast.  I  was  on  board  of  the  revenue-cutter 
"  Corwin  "  in  April  last  in  Neah  Lav,  and  Lieutenant  McGregor  told  me  that  some  of  the  vessels  had 
reported  that  they  had  sunk  70  per  cent,  of  seals  that  had  been  shot,  but  I  knew  that  this  was  wrong, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  I  kept  account  of  all  I  got  and  all  I  lost,  and,  therefore,  am  certain  of  what 
I  say,  and  also  took  notice  of  the  males  and  females,  and  one  day  I  got  eleven  seals,  of  which  nine  were 
males. 

6.  Fully  half  the  cows  I  have  got  on  this  coast  have  neither  had  pups  in  them  nor  were  they  in 
milk. 

7.  Have  got  very  few  old  bulls. 

8.  I  saw  more  seals  this  year  than  I  did  last,  but  they  appeared  to  be  wilder. 

9.  Seals  mostly  travel  north  in  schools,  and  these  are  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex,  but  the  farther  we 
go  north  along  the  coast  the  more  bulls  there  are. 

10.  In  schools  they  are  more  wary  than  when  singly  or  in  pairs,  and  I  never  heard  of  there  being 
a  leader  to  a  school. 

11.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  for  making  this  state- 
ment, which  I  have  read  over  and  have  found  correct. 

(Signed)  JAMES  FOED. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  2nd  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Chas.  A.  C.  Duisenberg,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  James  W.  Crew. 

State  of  California,  City, and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

JAMES  W.  CEEW,  of  Fort  Orford,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  : — 

1.  I  am  now  residing  in  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  and  am  a  seal-hunter  by 
occupation,  and  have  been  continuously  engaged  in  seal  and  otter  hunting  since  1886. 

2.  Have  hunted  along  the  coast  from  Monterey  to  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  also  on  the  Japanese 
coast  and  off  the  Commander  Islands. 

3.  In  1886  I  was  in  the  "  Sylvia  Handy,"  and  our  catch  was  between  1,800  and  2,000,  of  which 
between  300  and  400  were  got  on  the  coast ;  my  individual  catch  I  cannot  now  tell,  but  it  was  over 
300.  In  1887  in  the  same  vessel  the  total  catch  was  between  1,600  and  1.700  skins,  of  which  about 
300  were  got  along  the  coast,  the  balance  being  taken  in  Behring  Sea,  where  we  were  seized.  My 
personal  catch  that  year  was  600  skins.  In  1888  I  was  otter-hunting  in  the  "City  of  San  Diego," 
but  incidentally  got  a  few  seals  along  the  coast — about  300  or  400.  In  1889  I  was  again  in  the 
"  City  of  San  Diego,"  and  was  otter-hunting,  but  we  got  about  something  over  100  seals.  In  1890  I 
was  master  of  the  "City  of  San  Diego,"  and  was  again  otter-hunting  altogether.  In  1891  I  was  in 
the  "Emma  and  Louisa,"  but  was  taken  sick  in  the  early  part  of  (he  season  and  obliged  to  return 
home.  This  year  I  was  in  the  "  Kate  and  Anna,"  of  this  port,  and  sealed  all  the  way  from  39°  north 
latitude  on  the  Japanese  coast  up  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Commander  Islands.  The  vessel's  take  was 
1,460,  of  which  I  got  604. 

4.  I  always  hunt  with  shot-gun  and  rifle,  but  principally  with  the  former,  and  the  range  at 
which  they  are  mostly  got  is  from  10  to  30  yards.  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  the  number  1  lost 
from  sinking,  but  it  must  have  been  very  small,  not  over  thirty  for  the  season,  and  I  would  place  5  per 
cent,  as  the  probable  loss  of  seals  that  are  shot  and  sink. 

5.  I  think  I  get  more  females  than  males,  and  would  place  it  from  60  to  70  per  cent,  on  this 
coast,  and  it  is  about  the  same  on  the  Japan  side. 

6.  Seals  generally  travel  in  schools,  and  at  such  times  are  harder  to  get.  Schools  are  mixed  as  to 
sex  and  age,  and  in  schools  or  otherwise  every  seal  is  his  own  leader. 

7.  Most  of  the  cows  are  carrying  pup  when  going  up  the  coast,  but  I  have  also  got  a  great  many 
barren  cows. 

8.  I  think  the  greatest  part  of  the  cows  got  in  Behring  Sea  are  in  milk,  and  I  have  got  them  a 
long  distance  from  the  rookeries. 

9.  In  crossing  from  the  Eussian  side  to  San  Francisco,  and  following  a  course  bringing  us  south 
of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  about  the  month  of  September  I  have  seen  straggling  seals  all  the  way  across 
until  we  reached  150°  west  longitude. 
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10.  I    saw   as   many  seals  this  year  as  I  have   ever  seen,  and  1  cannot  notice  that  they   are 
decreasing. 

11.  Nothing  has  been  paid  me,  nor  have  I  been  promised  anything,  for  making  this  statement, 
which  I  have  read  over  and  find  corivi  i. 

12.  In  cider  to  secure  tin-   protection  of  the  seals,  in  my  opinion,  sealing  should  be  altogether 
iped  in  Behring  Sea,  and  no  killing  allowed  at  the  rookeries,  and  there  would  then  be  no  danger  of 

terminating  the  seals. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  GREW. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  3rd  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  John  Coffee, 

A  Notary  Public  iii  and  for  th,  City  mvl  County  of 
5  'ifornia, 

(Seal.) 


f><  1'odtion  of  Norman  Hodgson. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

XOBMAX  HODGSOX,  of  Port  Townsend,in  the  State  of  "Washington,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says : — 

1.  I  am  a  resident  of  Port  Townsend,  in  the  State  of  "Washington,  but  am  now  living  on  Powell 
Street,  in  this  city,  and  am  2-4  years  of  age,  and  have  been  entrao-ed  in  seal-huntintr  for  five  seasons  as 
a  hunter. 

2.  I  was  in  Tort  Townsend  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  June  last,  when  I  was  engaged  by  Captain 
Tanner,  of  the  Fish  Commission  steamer  "  Albatross,"  to  go  on  board  of  her  as  hunter,  co  illustrate  the 
methods  of  killing  seals  such  as  are  practised  on  the  sealing-vessels,  to  test  the  number  lost  by  sinking, 
to  discover  tin-  haunts  of  the  seals  in  the  Behring  Sea,  and  generally  afford  information  to  those  on 
1  hi; i ril  the  steamer. 

3.  "We  left  Port  Townsend  about  the  1st  June,  and  on  the  steamer,  besides  the  Captain,  were  the 
following  gentlemen:  Professor  Everman,  of  Washington,  and  Professors  Townsend  and  Alexander, 

wiio.  I  undersl 1.  belonged  to  the  steamer  "Albatross."     We  sailed  direct  for  the  Behring  Sea,  and 

arrived  at  Unalaska  about  the  10th  .Tune.  We  remained  there  for  about  a  week  or  ten  days,  when  I 
was  transferred  to  the  "  Corwin  "  with  Professor  Townsend,  whilst  the  other  hunter  who  was  with  us, 
Captain  Lennon  by  name,  went  with  Professor  Alexander  on  the  "Push."  The  "Corwin"  and 
"  Push  "  are  two  revenue-cutters  belonging  to  the  United  States.  We  then  went  to  the  islands — that 
is.  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  The  first  seals  killed  were  about  10  miles  south-west  of  St.  George  Island, 
on  the  10th  August,  and  I  got  four.  They  were  all  females  in  milk.  On  the  following  day,  namely, 
the  11th,  I  got  two  seals  about  100  miles  west  by  south  of  St.  Paul  Island:  both  were  females,  and  I 
think  both  were  in  milk.  On  the  12th  August  I  got  two  seals  rather  closer  to  the  island,  and  in  about 
the  same  direction — one  was  a  cow  in  milk,  and  the  other  a  bull  about  2  years  old.  On  the  13th 
August  I  gut  eight  about  10  miles  south-south-west  of  the  north-west  rookery,  of  which  six  were  cows, 
and  about  three  of  these  cows  had  milk  ;  one  of  th<>  bulls  was  an  old  "wig,"  and  the  other  a  2-year- 
old-  On  the  21st  Augusl  I  got  two,  both  barren  cows.  I  used  a  shot-gun  altogether,  and  killed  the 
seals  all  the  way  from  10  to  30  yards.  Professor  Townsend  was  not  present  during  any  of  my  seal- 
hunting  trips.  T  had  the  ordinary  sealing-boat,  with  a  boat-puller  and  steerer.  I  lost  one  seal  by 
sinking  during  the  time  1  was  sealing — this  one  I  shot  at  a  long  distance,  from  45  to  50  yards,  and  it 
had  sunk  before  we  could  get  up  with  the  boat.  Some  seals  I  could  not  get  to  sink,  although  I  tried 
for  several  minutes  to  get  them  to  do  so.  whilst  the  big  bull  which  I  killed  on  the  13th  would  have 
sunk  very  quickly,  and  it  had  started  to  sink  whim  1  gaffed  it. 

4.  At  Unalaska  I  was  placed  on  board  the  seized  vessel  "Henrietta"  with  Lieutenant  Johnson, 
of  the  "Corwin,"  to  proceed  with  her  to  Sitka.  She  had  at  the  time  of  seizure  about  400  skins,  and 
on  our  arrival  at  Sitka  I  was  asked  to  inspect  these  to  determine  the  sex  of  the  seals  from  which  they 
had  been  taken.  Captain  C.  H.  Hooper,  of  the  "Corwin,"  asked  me  to  do  this.  I  told  him  it  was 
imp"  i  ascertain  this  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  but  he  said  to  go  on  anyway  and  do  my  best,  and 
I  did  so.  I  gave  him  a  statement  of  what  I  thought  they  were ;  he  wished  me  to  swear  to  it,  but  I  told 
him  I  could  not  do  so,  but  the  statement  I  had  given  him  was  to  the  best. of  my  knowledge.  After  the 
skins  are  salted  I  consider  it  impossible  to  define  the  sex  of  the  smaller  skins  up  to  3  years.  With  the 
old  cows  ami  old  bulls,  of  course,  an  expert  can  tell,  but  I  consider  it  quite  impossible  for  any  ant  to 
say,  after  skins  have  been  salted,  that  any  particular  skin  was  that  of  one  that  had  been  carrying  }Toung 
and  from  which  the  pup  had  been  cut, 

I  have  hunted  in  the  "Favourite"  for  two  seasons,  she  belonged  to  C.  S.  Spring,  of  Victoria;  in 
the  "Henry  Denis"  one  season  ;  and  in  the  "  Sophie  Sutherland"  in  1891.  I  have  hunted  along  the 
coast  from  here  to  the  Pribyloff  Islands.     In  1891  our  vessel  got  about  300,  of  which  I  got  68. 

I  always  use  shot-gun  and  rifle,  but  nearly  always  the  shot-gun,  and  lose  very  few  seals  by 
sinking  ;  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  will  cover  my  total  loss  in  that  respect,  A  large  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion is  used  by  hunters  in  practising  when  on  a  sealing  voyage,  and  also  in  hunting  for  food  game.  We 
are  never  stinted  in  any  way  in  this  respect. 

In  my  catches  along  the  coast  I  have  got  about  half  males,  and,  perhaps,  not  quite  half  ;  most  of 
the  females  would  be  carrying  pup.  In  the  Behring  Sea  I  have  got  more  females  than  males,  and  a 
many  of  these  would  lie  in  milk.  I  have  got  quite  a  number  of  barren  cows  in  both  places ;  very 
lew  old  bulls  are  got. 
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Seals  travel  singly,  in  twos,  and  also  in  schools,  and  in  schools  are  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex,  and 
are  much  harder  to  get  that  way,  for  there  is  always  one  on  the  "look-out."  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  leader  to  a  school — it  is  every  one  for  itself. 

1  net  ire  just  as  many  seals  as  when  I  first  hunted,  but  they  are  much  wilder,  because  so  much 
more  hunted. 

1  think  the  seals  should  be  protected,  and  killing  stopped  at  the  rookeries. 

1  have  not  been  paid  any  tiling,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  for  making  the  foregoing 
statement,  which  1  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

.V  Government  Agent,  who  was  spoken  of  as  J.  E.  Murray,  and  was  taking  evidence  on  the 
"Albatross,"  took  my  statement  in  connection  with  sealing  under  oath  on  board  that  vessel  in  June 
last,  and  where  the  subjects  touched  on  were  the  same  as  you  have  asked  me  about  I  gave  substan- 
tially the  same  answers. 

(Signed)  N.  HODGSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  3rd  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Chas.  A.  C.  Duisenberg,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Frank  Morcau. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

FRANK  MOREAU,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  states  :— 

f  am  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  and  an  American  subject.  I  began  hunting  in  1887,  and  have 
been  hunting  seals  ever  since. 

I  have  been  successively  in  the  "  Eosie  Sparks,"  "  Aldina,"  "  Mary  Dalio,"  "  C.  G.  White," 
"  Lily  L.,"  and  "  Kate  and  Anna." 

Until  this  year — although  I  have  hunted  on  the  Japan  coast,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Copper 
Islands,  and  in  Behring  Sea — I  never  made  a  really  good  catch;  this  year  we  got  1,435  with  three 
boats,  of  which  I  got  4(57. 

We  use  shot-gun  and  rifle,  but  mostly  a  shot-gun,  and  in  my  experience  the  loss  from  sinkage 
through  being  killed  or  mortally  wounded  would  not  be  greater  than  8  per  cent.,  which  would 
cover  the  whole  loss.  The  coast  loss  is  smaller  than  the  Behring  Sea  loss,  because,  as  a  rule,  those 
on  the  coast  are  fatter  and  more  buoyant,  and  a  pregnant  female  will  not  sink  as  easily  as  another 
seal. 

Seals  travel  a  good  deal  in  schools,  and  are  harder  to  get  at  then  than  when  in  ones  and  twos  ; 
they  are  mixed  as  to  age  and  sex. 

We  get  more  females  than  males.  I  think  there  may  be  80  per  cent,  of  the  seals  on  the  coast 
females  ;  I  think  that  perhaps  of  the  cows  75  per  cent,  carry  pups,  and  in  Behring  Sea  the  same 
percentage  would  apply  to  cows  in  milk,  though  1  did  not  pay  particular  attention  to  the  matter. 

We  get  plenty  of  barren  cows. 

I  do  not  notice  that  seals  are  decreasing,  but  are  wilder  and  harder  to  get  near. 

I  didn't  hear  of  any  vessels  having  been  in  Behring  Sea  this  year  that  were  not  warned  away 
or  seized.  Wc  left  Copper  Island  about  the  12th  August,  and  arrived  in  San  Francisco  about  the 
20th  September,  and  kept  to  the  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  I  noticed  seals  more  or  less  all  the 
way  across. 

I  think  there  is  a  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  skins  between  those  on  the  Russian  and 
American  coasts,  because  I  have  noticed  more  shaggy  and  rough  skins  on  the  Russian  than  on  the 
American. 

I  have  seen  seals  taken  in  milk   100  miles  from  the  rookeries. 

I  think  some  protection  should  be  given  the  seals,  and  would  make  a  close  season  in  the  Behring 
Sea  during  July,  August,  and  September,  and  of  course  this  would  apply  as  well  to  the  breedings- 
islands  as  the  open  ocean. 

We  are  never  restricted  in  the  use  of  ammunition,  and  can  use  just  as  much  as  we  like  in 
practice  at  game  or  at  a  mark. 

I  have  not  been  promised  nor  paid  anything  in  consideration  of  having  made  this  statement, 
which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

Signed)  F.  MOREAU. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  5th  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Peter  Carlson. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

PETER  CARLSON,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

I  live  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  an  American  subject.     I  have  been  sealing  for  four  years,  the 
first  two  years  as  a  steerer,  and  last  two  years  as  a  hunter. 

In    1887  I  was  out  from   this  port  in   the  "  Lottie   Fairfield  ;"  in   1888,  from  Victoria,  in  the 
[118]  2  N 


136 

"Favourite;"  in  1889  and  1890  I  was  not  out;  Lut  in  1891  I  went  in  the  " C.  H.  Tupper "  from 
Victoria  as  a  hunter;  in  1S92  (last  year)  I  was  in  the  "Viva"  from  Victoria;  in  1888,  we  hunted  on 
the  coast  into  Behring  Sea.  We  got  on  the  coast  in  the  "  Lottie  Fairfield  "  in  1887,  about  500,  and  I 
left  her  at  Victoria;  in  1888,  on  the  "Favourite,"  we  went  directly,  almost,  through  the  Omaka  1'ass 
into  Behring  Sea,  and  didn't  get  more  than  50  seals  on  the  coast;  we  left  Victoria  about  the  1st  June. 
In  1891  we  left  Victoria  on  or  about  the  20th  February,  and  got  all  our  seals  on  the  coast,  as  we  were 
warned  off  Sand  Point  not  to  go  into  the  Behring  Sea ;  we  got  619  on  the  coast.  Last  year  we  left 
Victoria  on  the  15th  February,  and  got  1,848  seals. 

In  the  year  1891,  as  a  hunter,  on  the  coast,  I  got  personally  95  seals,  and  in  1892  on  the  same 
coast,  American,  I  got  260  seals. 

I  do  not  think  the  seals  are  less  numerous  this  year  than  when  I  first  went  sealing,  as  I  have  seen 
more  seals  this  year  than  ever  before.  They  are  getting  better  educated  to  look  out  for  danger  and 
harder  to  get,  but  there  are  just  as  many  of  them. 

I  shot   260  seals   last  yearj  and  from  sinking  lost  6,  4  of  those  I  lost  through  carelessness  of  the 

•  steerer  and  myself.     I  remember  this  distinctly,  as  it  is  a  serious  matter  to  us.     An  old  hunter  will 

usually  get  the  seal  he  shoots  at.  particularly  if  he  only  wounds  him.     A  good  hunter  ought  not  to 

lose,  from  sinking,  5  out  of  the  100.     I  know  that  hunters  often  say  that  seals  have  sunk  when,  in 

fact,  they  have  missed  them. 

1  hunt  almost  entirely  with  a  shot-gun,  and  this  year  1  didn't  have  a  rifle  in  the  boat.  We  kill 
seals  from  10  to  4u  yards,  and  the  average  is  about  15  yards. 

We  are  not  restricted  in  our  shooting,  we  load  our  own  cartridges,  and  can  use  as  much  powder 
and  shot  as  we  please  in  shooting  for  practice  and  at  game,  and  I  know  we  use  more  in  that  way  than 
at  seals. 

Seals  travel  in  bunches  or  schools,  and  are  divided  up  as  to  males  and  females  and  old  and  young, 
and  they  are  very  much  harder  to  get  than  when  singly,  or  in  ones  or  twos,  as  there  is  always  some  on 
watch.     1  never  heard  of  a  leader,  and  there  is  no  such  in  a  school  of  seals. 

On  the  coast  going  north,  as  we  reached  the  Columbia  Eiver,  we  found  mostly  young  bulls,  and  as 
we  got  toward  <ape  Cook  we  struck  more  cows.  Our  catch  was  half  cows — half  on  the  coast,  as 
regards  male  and  female. 

I  found  that  getting  to  the  north  of  Sitka  the  greater  number  of  the  cows  were  in  pup,  but  I 
found  a  good  many  cows  that  had  neither  pup  nor  milk  in  them. 

I  remember  that  in  Behring  Sea  I  was  never  nearer  than  40  miles  to  the  islands,  and  I  got  seals 
from  there  to  150  miles  off,  in  milk. 

I  never  saw  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water. 

I  believe  that  there  ought  to  be  a  close  season  for  sealing,  but  that,  should  it  apply  to  the  open  sea, 
the  islands  ought  most  certainly  to  be  also  included,  and  that  no  sealing  should  be  done  within 
20  miles  of  the  shore. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  one  sealing  in  the  Behring  Sea  this  year  that  was  not  warned  away  or 
seized. 

I  was  a  sailor  since  I  was  14  years  old,  and  from  this  port  for  four  years  before  I  went  sealing, 
and  I  never  heard  of  a  sealing-schooner  named  the  "  Maggie  Ross,"  and  would  certainly  have  heard  of 
her  if  she  had  been  in  the  fleet. 

I  have  not  been  paid  nor  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  making  the  foregoing  statement, 
which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  P.  CAELSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  3rd  day  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Lee  D.  Ceaig, 

Notary  Public  for  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco, 
State  <>f  California,  3  Hi,  Montgomery  Street. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Dan  A.  Lewis. 

State  of  i  lalifornia,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

DAN  A.  LEWIS,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  : — ■ 

1.  Am  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  an  American  subject,  and  began  sealing  in  1889  ;  have 
hunted  on  the  American  coasts  into  Behring  Sea,  on  the  Japanese  and  Eussian  coasts. 

2.  In  1889  I  hunted  on  the  "  Undaunted,"  in  1890  1  stayed  ashore,  in  1891  I  was  on  the  "City 
of  San  Diego,"  and  in  1892  I  hunted  from  the  "  Allie  I.  Alger." 

."..  t»n  the  coast,  on  the  "  Undaunted,"  we  got,  1  think,  464  seals,  of  which  I  got  82.  In  the 
"City  of  San  Diego,"  along  this  coast,  we  got  512,  and  offshore,  within  20  miles  of  Copper  Island,  we 
got  632.  We  lowered  our  boats  within  60  to  20  miles  off  shore,  and  then  hunted.  My  individual 
catch  this  season  on  the  "  San  I  >iego  "  was  270.  This  year,  in  the  "Allie  I.  Alger,"  we  hunted  for  a 
short  time  on  the  coast,  gol  28  seals,  and  proceeded  directly  to  the  Japan  coast,  where  we  got  about 
1,490.  On  the  way  back  we  entered  the  Behring  Sea  and  got  114  seals,  when  we  were  told  that  the 
sea  was  dosed,  and  we  left  St.  Paul's  Island  on  the  14th  August.     My  total  take  on  this  trip  was  386. 

4.  1  know  that  in  killing  those  386  seals  I  lost  exactly  6  that  I  had  killed  and  sunk.  A 
mortally  wounded  seal  does  nol  often  get  away.  It  is  to  my  interest  to  keep  count  of  the  seals  I  lost, 
and  the  above  are  the  facts  of  the  case.  From  my  own  experience  this  year  and  the  other  years  I  have 
hunted    1  don't  think   I  ought  to   lose  more  than   3   out  of  every  100  from  dying,   or  that  I  have 
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reason  to  think  sink  from  being  wounded.     If  a  man  has  a  light  boat  he  ought  never  to  lose  a  seal 
for  if  a  seal  is  crippled,  and  can  keep  away  from  me,  he  will  live. 

5.  I  kill  all  my  seals  with  a  shot-gun,  and  never  use  a  rifle.  We  shoot  seals  at  an  average 
distance  of  25  yards,  ami  have  killed  a  seal  and  got  him  at  75  yards. 

6.  We  can  shoot  just  as  much  as  we  want  to  when  sealing,  and  there  is  just  as  much  ammunition 
used  in  practice  and  at  birds  as  there  is  in  killing  seals. 

7.  There  are  more  seals  now  than  when  I  first  went  hunting.  I  notice  it  wherever  I  go.  Seals,  I 
think,  are  well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  when  they  travel  in  schools,  as  they  mostly  do,  it, 
is  very  rarely  that  we  can  get  more  than  one,  as  they  are  very  watchful.  I  never  heard  of  a  leader  to 
a  school,  but  always  noticed  that  there  was  a  look-out  on  watch. 

8.  I  cannot  say  anything  about  the  proportion  of  males  that  were  to  females  in  my  catch,  but  we 
don't  get  many  old  bulls,  perhaps  three  or  four  in  a  season. 

9.  I  have  never  seen  seals  cohabiting  in  the  water. 

10.  In  travelling  in  schools  I  have  seen  all  sizes  and  ages  of  seals,  but  I  cannot  say  anything  about 
the  sexes. 

11.  I  have  killed  barren  cows,  but  it  is  a  matter  I  have  not  noticed  very  closely. 

12.  I  think  the  seals  ought  to  be  protected,  but  if  any  close  season  is  made  the  islands  ought 
certainly  to  be  closed,  as  well  as  the  open  sea. 

13.  I  have  not  been  paid  or  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  having  made  the  foregoing 
statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  DAN  A.  LEWIS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  5th  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  Peter  Hammcl. 


State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

PETER  HAMMEL,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  : — 

1.  Am  a  resident  of  San  Raphael,  California,  and  an  American  subject.  Am  a  seal-hunter,  ami 
hunted  along  this  and  the  Japanese  coasts. 

2.  For  the  last  two  years  I  have  been  in  the  "  Mattie  E.  Dyer,"  and  last  year,  1891,  we  got  along 
the  coast  from  here  to  Kadiak  over  400  seal3,  and  I  got  personally  72.  This  year,  on  the  Japanese 
coast,  our  catch  was  over  1,180,  of  which  I  got  92.  My  catch  this  year  was  small,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  I  was  lost  from  the  schooner  in  a  fog,  and  had  to  return  by  steamer. 

3.  I  used  a  gun  in  sealing  almost  always,  but  occasionally  a  rifle,  and  lose  by  sinking  very  few 
seals,  not  more  than  one  in  every  twenty-five. 

4.  Pregnant  seals  float  longer  than  bulls  or  barren  cows. 

5.  Seals  are  killed  with  a  shot-gun  from  10  to  30  yards  away. 

6.  The  seals  most  always  travel  in  schools,  and  are  then  very  hard  to  get.  The  schools  are  mixed 
— old  and  young,  male  and  female. 

7.  I  think  I  get  more  females  than  males,  perhaps  20  per  cent.  more.  I  haven't  found  a  big  lot 
of  difference  in  the  numbers. 

8.  More  than  half  the  cows  on  this  coast  were  carrying  pup,  but  on  the  Japan  coast  not  so  many 
carried  pups,  not  half  of  them  any  way. 

9.  I  have  killed  plenty  of  barren  cows.  I  cannot  say  just  what  proportion  there  would  be  barren, 
as  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  matter. 

10.  I  could  not  see  the  difference  between  the  skins  taken  on  the  Japanese  coast  and  those  taken 
on  the  American  coast. 

11.  In  sealing  I  could  use  ammunition  for  shooting  at  game,  and  we  were  never  stinted  in 
its  use. 

12.  Seals  eat  all  sorts  of  fish,  and  wherever  the  herring  and  bait  is  there  will  seals  be  found. 

13.  I  have  killed  very  few  old  bulls. 

14.1  have  never  seen  a  dead  seal  or  "  stinker  "  floating. 

15.  I  think  that  the  seals  ought  to  be  protected,  particularly  at  the  rookeries. 

16.  I  have  read  this  over  and  found  it  correct,  and  I  have  not  been  paid  or  promised  anything  in 
consideration  of  having  made  the  foregoing  statements. 

(Signed)  PETER  HAMMEL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 
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Deposition  of  Eoscoc  Wheeler,  Junr. 

ofCaJ     Tnia,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

l;i  iS(  i  >E  WHEELEE,  the  younger,  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 

1.  I    reside    in   Flintville,    Alameda    County,  in    the    State  of    California,    and    am,    and    have 
for  some  time  past,  connected  with  my  father,  Eoscoe  Wheeler,  in  business  in  the  city  of  San 

2.  My  lather,  the  said  Eoscoe  "Wheeler,  is  managing  owner  of  the  sealmg-vessel  "San  Diego,'    of 

.",  Said  vessel  "  San  I  >ie<»o  "  arrived  in  port  on  or  about  the  18th  day  of  August  last  from  a  sealing 
/oya<*e  to  the  Japan  coast,  having  on  board  2,069  skins  for  her  season's  catch. 

|    ( »,,   .)...  afternoon  of  the  19th  of  the  same  month  an  inspector  came  on  board  and  commenced 

'  an  examii  the  skins  on  board  of  said  vessel  the  "  San  Diego."     He  sorted  them  out  in  various 

pili  -.  and   occupied  the   afternoon  of  that  day,  the  19th,  and   the  forenoon  of    the   20th,  in  such 

examination.  .      .  . 

.".  I  cannot  "ive  the  name  of  the  person  who  made  said  examination  oi  skins,  but  know  lu'm  to 
be  in  the  employ  1>f  the  firm  of  Liebes  and  Co.,  furriers,  of  this  city. 

6.  in  the  course  of  conversation  while  he  was  examining  the  furs  I  have  referred  to,  he  said  he 
was  doing  it  for  the  Government,  and  also  mentioned  that  he  had  inspected  the  skins  of  the  vessel 
"Sophia  "Sutherland"  previously,  and  also  said  he  had  been  with  the  firm  of  Lampson  and  Co.,  of 
London,  England,  for  some  years. 

7.  On  the  23rd  day  of  August  my  father  sold  the  skins  referred  to  to  the  firm  of  Liebes  and  Co., 
and  they  were  subsequently  on  the  same  day  delivered  at  the  store-room  of  that  firm's  place  of 
business  in  this  city.  . 

8.  On  the  following  day,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  that  some  of  the  skins  were  missing,  I 
had  occasion  to  "o  over  to  H.  Liebes  and  Co.'s  warehouse  to  see  about  those  missing,  when  1  saw  there 
the  same  party  who  had  inspected  the  said  skins  on  the  19th  and  20th,  and  who  appeared  to  be 
engaged  in  baling  the  same  skins  for  shipment.  He  was  in  the  basement  of  the  firm's  warehouse, 
which  is  situated  on  Post  Street,  in  this  city. 

-  9.  The  missin"  skins  were  found,  with  the  exception  of  one,  they  having  been  left  on  the  vessel 
covered  up  in  the  salt,  and  had  not  been  inspected  :  they  were,  I  think,  sixteen  in  number,  which  were 
not  delivered  at  the  store  of  Liebes  and  Co.  until  the  24th  August,  when  the  final  payment  was  made 
to  my  father. 

No  other  person  inspected  the  skins  of  the  "  San  Diego  "  whilst  they  were  on  said  vessel,  for  I 
was  present  during  all  the  time  they  were  being  so  inspected.  During  said  inspection  the  skins  wer" 
thrown  out  in  several  piles,  and  the  inspection  appeared  to  he  the  same  as  is  adopted  when  grading  for 

purchase. 

10.  On  the  24th  August,  when,  as  I  have  previously  stated,  I  was  in  the  basement  of  Liebes 
and  Co.'s  store  arranging  for  final  settlement  of  the  purchase  by  that  firm,  I  saw  in  the  office  there 
what  appeared  to  be  a  sworn  statement  of  the  assortment  that  had  been  made  of  the  skins  on  the 
vessel  "  San  Die^o"  referred  to.  and  though  I  asked  at  the  time  for  a  copy  of  it.  it  was  not  uiven  me, 
the  exeusr  riven  being  that  it  was  for  the  Government.  I  cannot  now  remember  the  contents  of  that 
statement,  nor  the  name  signed  thereto,  but  it  contained  several  classifications ;  I  do  remember  that  it 
placed  the  number  of  pups  at  101. 

11.  Xothin<r  has  been  paid  or  promised  me  for  making  this  statement,  which  I  have  read  over 

and  have  found  correct. 

(Signed)  EOSCOE  WHEELEE,  Junr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  7th  day  of  December,  1892. 
ned)  LINCOLN  Sonxtag,  Notary  Puttie. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  James  Carthrat. 


State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

JAMES  CARTHRAT,  of  San  Francisco,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:— 

1.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  and  am  in  my  80th  year. 

2.  Have  been  master  and  owner  of  sealing-vessels,  hut  have  never  hunted  myself. 

3.  In  1883  went  out  sealing  for  the  first  time  in  the  vessel  "  San  Diego,'"  of  which  I  was  master. 
and  ilv  fifteen  days.  I  went  out  every  year  till  1887.  When  I  was  in  the  vessel  "  Sylvia 
Handy"  1  was  always  out  as  master.  In  lS87~the  vessel  was  seized  with  1.079  skins,  which  were 
confiscated. 

4.  Always  sealed  along  the  coast  and  in  the  Behring  Sea,  and  noticed  no  difference  in  the  number 
of  seals  from  the  first  to  the  last  year. 

5.  I  never  was  out  in  a  boat  with  a  seal-hunter,  but  have  seen  hunters  killing  near  the  vessel, 
and  know  that  hunters  do  not  lose  many  by  sinking,  and  a  really  good  hunter  loses  very  few,  not  over 
5  iri    li mi.     I   have    seen    my  head    hunter,   William   Thomas,  on    one    occasion    in    1885,  bring    in 

■nteen   pelts  with  en  shots.     I  know  of  my  knowledge  that  he  only  fired  seventeen  shots. 

I'hey  mostly  use  the  shot-gun. 
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0.  I  myself  personally  never  killed  u  seal. 

7.  In  my  recollection  1  got  more  females  than  males  along  the  coast.  About  60  per  cent., 
I  think,  would  be  about  the  average  run  of  females,  and  it  would  run  about  the  same  in  Behring  Sea, 
hut  for  two  years  they  ran  about  the  same  there.  On  the  coast  the  cows  are  mostly  carrying  pups, 
and  in  the  Sea  they  were  mostly  in  milk.  Have  had  a  good  many  barren  cows.  In  the  latter  part  of 
July  and  August  i  have  seen  hunters  get  cows  in  milk  down  near  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  I  would 
think  they  were  taken  at  least  200  miles  from  St.  George  Island  to  the  southward. 

8.  Early  in  the  present  year  1  made  a  statement  to  a  Mr.  Evans,  an  United  States'  Government 
Agent,  in  his  office  on  California  Street,  in  this  city.  He  questioned  me  in  regard  to  sealing,  and 
asked  mo  if  it  was  nut  a  fact  that  hunters  lost  nine  out  often  of  their  seals.  I  said,  "Nothing  of  the 
kind."  That  a  good  hunter  would  not  lose  10  per  cent,  by  sinking,  and  perhaps  not  5  per  cent.  He 
told  me  that  the  Company,  meaning  the  North  American  Commercial  Company,  said  that  the  pelagic 
hunters  lost  30,000  to  save  1,000,  to  which  I  replied  that  my  hunters  must  have  lost  over  00,000  in 
one  year,  for  the  "  San  Diego  "  in  1885  got  over  2,000  skins. 

9.  Cannot  now  remember  what  else  I  said,  but  it  was  something  to  the  same  effect  as  I  have  said 
to-day.  It  was  a  sworn  statement.  I  gave  the  same  person  statements  onee  or  twice  before,  and  last 
time  he  promised  to  pay  me,  but  has  never  done  so,  and  I  do  not  now  ever  expect  to  get  paid 
by  him. 

10.  Nothing  has  been  paid  me,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  to  me,  in  consideration  of  my 
making  the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  have  found  correct. 

(Signed)  J.  L.  CAETHEAT  [?  CABTHATj. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntac,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


[118] 
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II.— TESTIMONY   OP    INDIANS   ENGAGED    IN  PELAGIC   SEALING   AND 
IN   INDEPENDENT   SEAL-HUNTING. 


Declared  ion  of  Jim,  of  Pachenah,  Vancouver. 
(A.) 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  JIM,  of  Pachenah,  Vancouver  Island,  British  Columbia,  sealer,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  owner  and  master  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Mountain  Chief." 

2.  I  know  a  white  man  named  Greenleaf  ;  he  was  on  my  schooner  last  year.  He  was  navigator 
for  me  one  month.  I  did  not  get  one  skin  while  Greenleaf  was  with  me.  I  was  not  out  sealing  that 
month;  I  could  not  get  any  canoes  to  go  out.  Greenleaf  went  from  Victoria  in  my  schooner  to 
Chuckleesit,  on  west  coast,  and  when  I  could  get  no  canoes  I  brought  my  schooner  back  to  Pachenah, 
where  Greenleaf  left  her  and  came  to  Victoria.  Greenleaf  never  was  out  with  me  catching  seals  last 
year  or  any  year. 

3.  My  Indian  name  is  L:  Narwassan." 

4.  Greenleaf  often  asked  me  to  take  opium  mi  my  schooner  to  take  down  west  coast  to  send  to 
California.  He  wanted  to  hire  my  schooner  to  take  opium  to  California,  but  I  would  not  have  it  on 
board.     Greenleaf  was  a  smuggler. 

5.  That  I  use  spears  on  my  schooner  to  get  seals;  very  few  times  use  gun.  I  was  never  in 
Behring  Sea  till  this  year,  and  then  I  got  seized. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JIM  NARWASSAN.  his  x  mark. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Jim  Narwassan  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  at  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  2nd  day 
of  November,  a.d.  1892,  the  same  having  been  first  read  over  and  explained  to  the  said  Jim  Narwassan, 
who  fully  understood  the  same. 

(Signed)  AltTHUK  L    Belyf.a, 

A  Notary  Public  in  andfm  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Ilit-Hitli,  of  San  Juan,  in  Vancouver  Island,  commonly  called  "  Peter." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

I,  HIT-H1TLI,  of  San  Juan,  Vancouver  Island,  commonly  called  "Peter,"  do  solemnly  declare 
as  follows  : —  » 

1.  I  am  a  policeman  for  the  village,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Indian  Agent  for  the 
District. 

2.  1  am  about  35  years  of  age,  and  have  hunted  seal  ever  since  I  was  a  boy;  that  is  for  fully 
twenty  years. 

3.  Have  hunted  seals  both  in  canoe  from  shore  and  also  from  schooners.  When  first  went  hunting 
seals  was  too  young  to  handle  a  spear,  but  went  along  to  steer  a  canoe. 

4.  In  hunting  for  seals  off  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  the  natives  always  used  a  spear  previous 
to  two  years  ago,  but  since  that  time  they  have  also  used  a  gun. 

5.  Two  men  go  out  in  a  canoe,  and  the  man  in  the  bow  does  the  shooting  or  spearing. 

6.  Tu  using  a  spear,  if  a  seal  is  missel  ii  gets  away  without  being  frightened,  but  the  guns  scare 
them,  and  for  that  reason  the  natives  prefer  to  use  the  spear. 

7.  Natives  who  use  a  spear  never  loss  one  they  hit,  but  using  a  gun, if  we  shoot  three  at  one  time, 
two  would  likely  be  lost,  as  they  would  sink  very  quickly. 

8.  There  are  just  as  many  seals  along  the  coast  now  as  when  I  first  began  to  hunt,  but  they  are 
found  further  off  shore.  About  Christmas  time  they  come  into  Barclay  Sound  on  this  coast  amongst 
the  islands  there,  and  are  seen  in  great  numbers  following  the  run  of  herring. 

10.  We  get  more  females  than  males,  and  the  former  are  always  with  pup.  1  notice  no  difference 
in  this  respect  during  all  the  time  1  have  been  hunting. 

11.  I  have  noticed  that  when  the  herring  is  plentiful  on  the  Halibut  Banks  the  seals  are  more 
numerous  than  when  the  feed  is  scarce,  but  of  late,  since  the  white  hunters  have  taken  to  hunting 
with  satins,  they  have  driven  the  seals  farther  offshore,  therefore  we  have  been  compelled  to  hunt  them 
from  schooners  ourselves. 

12.  1  have  never  hunted  in  Behring  Sea  but  always  oil'  the  coast,  formerly  from  10  to  15  miles, 
and  now  from  30  to  50  miles, 
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13.  We  commence  hunting  about  Christmas  time,  which  is  ths  time  seals  first  appear  on 
the  coast,  and  they  are  here  for  about  .six  months,  but  we  only  hunt  them  for  about  three  months. 

14.  We  do  not  do  any  hunting  now  in  canoes  from  shore. 

15.  About  ten  years  ago  a  eanoe  manned  by  two  natives  would  take  from  10  to  16  seals  each  day, 
but  now,  hunting  from  the  schooners,  4  a-day  would  be  doing  well.  This  is  because  the  white  hunters 
have  made  them  wild  by  shooting  them. 

16.  Have  never  heard  or  known  of  seals  hauling  out  any  place  on  this  coast. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  HIT-HITLI  (or  PETER),  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  A.   1).  Laing, 

Joi  ix  T.  Walburn. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Hit-Hitli,  commonly  called  "Peter,"  before  me,  this  2nd 
day  of  November,  v.u.  1  s '. ' i; ,  al  the  village  of  San  Juan,  on  the  Island  of  Vancouver,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 

(Sigurd)  A.  I'.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police,  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Kas-ado,  commonly  called  "  Tom''  of  the  Village  of  San  Juan. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

1,  KAS-A I  H  ),  commonly  called  "  Tom,"  of  the  village  of  San  Juan,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  I  am  a  Pacheuah  Indian,  and  reside  in  San  Juan,  and  am  about  55  years  of  age. 

2.  Have  hunted  seal-  ever  since  I  was  a  boy — formerly  from  shore,  and  latterly  from  schooners. 

3.  In  hunting  seals  off  Vancouver  Island  the  natives  up  to  two  years  ago  or  so  used  spears  ;  since 
that  time  some  have  used  guns,  but  all  prefer  the  spear  because  it  does  not  frighten  the  seals  as  the 
gun  does,  and  because  they  always  get  all  they  hit  with  it. 

4.  We  used  to  hunt  from  10  to  15  miles  from  shore,  and  would  get  from  10  to  16  seals  in  a-day 
in  our  canoe  ;  now  we  go  out  in  schooners  and  hunt  from  30  to  50  miles  from  shore,  and  only  get  about 
four  in  a-day  in  our  canoe. 

5.  Do  not  think  this  is  because  the  seals  are  less  plentiful,  but  because  they  have  been  frightened 
away  from  shore  by  the  white  hunters,  who  use  guns. 

6.  Seals  come  into  Barclay  Sound  in  great  numbers  about  Christmas  time,  following  the  run  of 
herring.  Seals  are  always  more  numerous  years  that  the  herring  are  plentiful  on  the  Halibut  banks 
than  when  the  feed  is  .scarce. 

7.  We  have  always  got  many  more  females  than  males,  and  they  are  mostly  with  pup.  In  a  take 
of  ten  about  six  would  be  females,  and  of  that  six  three  would  be  cows  with  pup,  and  the  other  three 
young  female,  and  of  the  males  (four)  two  would  be  1  year  old  or  so,  and  the  other  two  2  years  old. 
We  never  get  any  old  bulls  off  the  coast,  but  sometimes  get  cows  that  are  not  with  pup.  We  get  a 
great  number  of  grey  pups  some  seasons  ;  grey  pups  are  nearly  always  males,  and  the  brown  pups  are 
about  half  males  and  half  females.     This  year  we  only  got  a  few  grey  pups. 

8.  This  year  I  sealed  in  the  schooner  "  Fawn"  off  the  north-west  coast,  and  followed  the  seals  up 
as  far  as  Kadiak.  We  were  away  two  months  and  a-half,  and  had  eleven  canoes  and  got  450  seals. 
We  were  late  getting  away,  or  would  have  got  a  better  catch. 

9.  Seals  are  most  plentiful  along  our  eoa.sts  about  Christmas  time,  and  we  begin  hunting  then,  and 
hunt  for  about  three  months  before  going  north. 

in.  I  have  hunted  five  seasons  in  Behring  Sea,  and  always  use  the  spear;  we  go  out  in  a  canoe, 
and  each  takes  a  spear,  and  if  we  come  across  two  or  three  seals  sleeping  together  the  man  steering 
uses  his  spear  as  well  as  me.  I  always  go  in  the  bow.  In  one  canoe  we  often  get  fifteen  seals  a-day, 
but  sometimes  get  out  only  two  days  a-week  on  account  of  fog  and  bad  weather.  1  never  sealed  very 
near  the  Pribyloff  Islands  ;  the  nearest  was  one  year  in  the  "  Minnie,"  when  in  a  clear  day  the  Captain 
pointed  them  out,  and  I  could  just  see  them. 

11.  lu  Behring  Sea  we  always  got  more  young  bulls  than  cows.  About  half  the  cows  got  would 
be  in  milk,  the  other  half  being  young  females  and  cows  without  pups  in  them. 

Ami  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  lie  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  TOM,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses  : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  D.  Laixg. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  San  Juan,  on  Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  this  2nd  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 
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Declaration  of  Schoultvrick,  commonly  called  'Jinks." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  ( 'olumbia, 

I,  SCHOULTWICK,  commonly  called  "Jinks."  do  solemnly  declare:— 

1.  1  urn  a  native  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  tsland,  and  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Ohiat. 

2.  Am  a  hunter  and  fisherman,  and  hunt  seals  along  the  west  coast  every  year,  commencing  about 
January  and  continue  for  about  two  months,  then  go  north. 

8.  When  the  seals  are  inside  of  Barclay  Sound  and  in  shore  along  the  coast  we  hunt  from  shore  in 
canoes  when  the  weather  will  permit  ;  at  that  time  of  the  year  the  weather  is  very  stormy,  and  we  get 
out  only  about  two  days  a  week ;  this  commences  a  little  after  Christmas,  and  continues  about  two 
months. 

The  white  hunters  follow  the  seal  in  from  their  schooners,  and  shoot  them  and  frighten  them  out, 
and  makes  them  wild.  Two  men  go  in  a  canoe,  one  to  steer  and  the  other  to  use  the  spear.  Hunting 
from  shore  we  use  the  spear  altogether,  but  from  the  schooner  both  spear  and  gun. 

4.  The  seals  are  always  most  numerous  when  the  herring  are  most  plentiful,  which  they  follow  as 
far  as  head  of  Barclay  Sound,  and  .we  kill  them  there  every  year  if  the  bait  go  that  far. 

5.  Along  the  coast  and  in  the  Sound  the  seal  were  not  as  plentiful  in  1892  as  in  1891,  and  the 
reason  was  the  white  hunters  came  around  before  we  had  a  chance  to  go  out,  and  using  the  guns 
scared  them  off  shore. 

6.  Have  only  used  the  gun  for  two  years,  and  am  not  a  good  shot,  and  only  pack  it  along  for 
nothing  ;  it  is  the  same  with  all  the  rest  of  my  tribe  ;  all  prefer  the  spear;  none  of  the  tribe  are  good 
gun-shots  ;  with  a  spear  we  never  lose  one  we  hit,  but  many  with  the  gun. 

7.  Around  here  we  get  more  females  than  males,  but  farther  north  more  males  than  females. 
Never  get  any  big  bulls  on  this  coast,  but  get  pups  or  half-grown  seals  Natives  do  not  keep  any 
record  of  number  of  seals  taken,  nor  of  males  and  females,  but  think  more  females  are  got  here  than 
males,  and  lots  of  them  are  old  ones  without  pups  ;  sometimes  would  take  ten  seals,  and  find  no 
females  with  pup,  and  sometimes  would  take  ten,  of  which  four  would  be  in  pup ;  last  year  got  great 
many  grey  pups,  and  all  grey  pups  are  males. 

8.  The  seals  this  year  were  not  so  plentiful  as  last,  and  the  herring  were  very  scarce. 

9.  My  tribe  want  gun-sealing  stopped,  and  seals  will  increase  and  come  in  shore  again.  We  wish 
the  white  hunter  to  be  stopped  from  coming  in  shore  to  hunt  with  guns,  and  any  "  King  George  " 
(English)  schooner  coming  here  to  take  Indians  out  to  bring  no  guns  with  them.  I  commenced 
hunting  seals  about  twenty-seven  years  ago,  and  before  the  white  hunters  came  made  lots  of  money, 
but  as  soon  as  white  hunters  found  there  were  lots  of  seals  there,  there  were  so  many  schooners  came 
on  the  coast  hunting  that  they  have  driven  the  seals  away  out.  It  is  the  young  men  who  have  tried 
the  gun  mostly,  but  find  that  they  can  make  nothing  with  it,  and  now  want  it  stopped  altogether. 

(Signed)  SCHOULTWICK,  his"  x  mark. 

First  having  been  read  over  and  explained. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  W alburn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Ohiat,  on  Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  this  4th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Clawaunack,  So-y-uk,  Thompson,  Jack,  Too-tootch,  and  Jimmy. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

WE,   Clawaunack,  So-y-uk,  Thompson,  Jack,  Too-tootch,  and  Jimmy,  do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  we  are  native  Indians  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  reside  in  the  village  of 
Ohiat,  in  Barclay  Sound. 

2.  We  have  heard  what  has  been  said  by  Schoultwick,  commonly  called  "  Jinks,"  here  present, 
and  fully  understand  it,  and  the  same  is  true. 

And  we  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CLAWAUNACK,  his  x  mark. 

SO-Y-UK,  ditto. 
THOMPSON,  ditto. 
JACK,  ditto. 
TOO-TOOTCH,  ditto. 
JIMMY,  ditto. 
First  having  been  read  over  and  explained. 
Witnesses: 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A  D.  Laing. 
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Declared  before  me  a1    the  village  of  Ohiat,  in   Vancouver  Island,  in   the    Province  ol    British 
<  lolunibia,  this  -4th  day  of  November,  v.i>.  L892. 
(Signed)  A.   P.  Sheewood 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Clahajpisum,  commonly  called  "  Eared  Coon. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia 

to  wit: 

I.  CLAHAPISUM,  commonly  called  "  Eared  Coon,"  of  the  village  of  Ohiat,  and  one  of  the  Ohiat 
tribe  of  Indians,  do  solemnly  declare  that : — 

1.  I  am  a  native  of  the  village  of  Ohiat,  in  Barclay  Sound,  and  [  am  about  35  years  old. 

2.  Have  hunted  seals  since  I  was  a  hoy,  and  have  hunted  them  all  along  the  west  coast  of 
Vancouver  Island,  from  5  to  50  miles  from  the  coast,  and  also  in  Barclay  Sound.  About  ten  years  ago 
commenced  sealing  from  the  schooner,  as  the  seals  were  not  coming  in  close ;  when  sealing  from  the 
shore  we  used  to  get  from  10  to  15  a-day  in  one  canoe,  with  two  in  a  canoe — now,  sealing  from  the 
schooner,  we  get  from  5  to  10.  About  twenty  years  ago  fully  twice  as  many  from  our  tribe  hunted  seals, 
because  our  tribe  wTas  larger  then. 

4.  The  reason  we  hunt  so  far  from  shore  is  that  the  seals  do  not  now  come  in  close  to  shore,  the 
white  man  having  frightened  them  off  shooting  them.  Years  the  herring  are  plentiful  on  the  banks  and 
in  the  bays  the  seal  are  very  plentiful,  and  can  be  seen  following  the  herring  in,  but  soon  as  white  men 
commenced  shooting,  they  turn  and  go  out. 

5.  When  we  open  them  we  find  cod-fish,  halibut,  red  cod,  shrimp,  and  herring  in  them. 

6.  A  little  after  Chrismas  the  seal  come  into  Barclay  Sound  after  the  feed.and  we  kill  them  up  as 
far  as  Nob  Point,  about  12  miles  from  the  entrance.  They  came  in  in  good  numbers  last  season,  and 
always  do  every  year. 

7.  There  are  as  man}-  seals  as  formerly,  but  they  are  more  frightened  and  harder  to  kill. 

8.  I  use  the  gun  and  spear  when  hunting,  and  have  done  so  for  about  five  years; 
if  the  seals  are  close,  use  the  spear  ;  if  some  distance  off,  and  seal  is  waking  up,  use  the  gun. 
When  two  are  sleeping  together,  one  will  use  the  spear  and  the  other  the  gun.  Never  lose  a  seal 
with  the  spear  if  it  fastens,  hut  lose  many  with  the  gun.  A  good  hunter  will  only  lose  a  few.  I  am 
not  a  gool  shot  with  a  gun  ;  onlj  a  tew  of  out  tribe  are  good  gun-hunters.  Many  more  guns  are  ttsed 
now  than  a  few  years  ago  by  our  tribe,  and  are  being  used  more  and  more  every  year.  The  young  men 
use  the  gun  more  than  the  old  ones. 

'A  Along  this  coast  and  in  the  Sound  more  females  than  males  are  taken.  In  a  catch  of  10  I  think 
about  6  would  be  females,  and  about  4  would  he  carrying  young ;  the  males  are  mostly  young  hulls. 
Farther  north  we  get  more  hulls  than  here.     We  natives  keep  no  record  of  these  things. 

10.  Seals  are  most  plentiful  here  the  third  moon  from  now,  but  remain  off  the  coast  for  ahout  six 
months.  The  hest  sealing  time  is  the  first  six  weeks,  for  they  are  closer  in  shore.  Did  not  hunt  from 
shore  at  all  this  year. 

11.  What  1  have  said  here  has  heen  written  down  and  read  over  to  me  and  explained  to  me  in  my 
own  language,  and  I  understand  it  and  it  is  true,  and  I  have  not  been  paid  anything  nor  has  anything 
been  promised  me  for  making  this  statement. 

Ami  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CLAHAPISUM,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  I).  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Ohiat,  in  Barclay  Sound,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  4th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1S92. 

(Signed)  A.  P.  Sheewood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Sanaisum,  commonly  called" Mac.  ' 

DoininAn  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  HAXAISUM,  commonly  called  "Mac,"  of  Ohiat,  do  solemnly  declare  that: — 
1.    1  am  a  native  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  reside  in  Ohiat. 

2    I  know  the  native  Clahipisum  here  present,  and  have  heard  his  deposition  and  fully  understand 
it,  and  it  is  a  true  statement. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed )  HANAISUM,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  Joicx  T.  Walhukn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 
[lib]  2  P 
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Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Ohiat,  in  Barclay  Sound,  in  the  Province  oi  Briti 
this  4th  day  oi  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  IS92. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Corai  i  Polio  for  Canada, 


Declaration  of  i  ed  "Jacks 

1.  CLAHOUTO,  commonly  called  "Jackson,"    of  the  villag Ohiat,  do  soleinnlv  declare  that 

1    have    heard    the    deposition    made    by    Clahipisum,  here    present,   and   fully    understand    it.    and 

true. 

2.  I  hunted  from  the  shore  in   Barclay  Sound  this  year  and  got  17  seals  in  five  days,  usino  the 
spear.     In  Januai  .  .-■  iai  |  L89i;   I  got  80  in  about  fourteen  days. 

3.  Seals  come  in  every  year  about   the  beginning  of  January,  and  are  more  plentiful  when  the 
herring  are  plentiful. 

4.  This  year,  after  hunting  in  the  Sound,  I  went  outside  in  a  schooner  and  got  sixty-six,  usino 
both  gun  and  spear. 

5.  Nothing  has  been  paid  me  i  i  promised  me  for  making  this  .statement. 

And    I   make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue. 
of  "The  A.-t  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

Signed)  CLAHOUTO,  his  >  mark 

\\  itnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  i).   L.wx.;. 

J'*'1'  Fore  mi        the  village  of  Ohiatj  in  Barclay  Sound,  in  the  Province  of  British  Colum 

rhi<  4th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  1'.  Sherwood, 

A  <  oner  of  Polio  fm  '  'anada. 


Dei  oj  Walter  Watt. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

to  wit : 

I.  W  ALI  EB  A\  ATT.  of  the  village  of  Alberni,  in  the  districl  of  Nanaimo,  on  Vancouver  Island, 
in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  that:— 

1.  I  am  28  years  oi  age,  and  have  lived  in  the  village  of  Alberni  all  my  life. 

-'■   !  nave  hunted  seals  on  the  coasl  of  Vancouver  Maud  from  the  moutli  of  the  Barclay  Sound  to 
as  far  as  Nootka  Sound,  and  also  inside   Barclay  Sound  from  (  ap<    Bi  ale  up  to  Rainy  Bay,  and  have 

1".,lli':,!  n"m  !l"'  -'' ■  and  also  from  schooner.     Have  hunted  from  shore  trom  all  the  way  from  1  to 

lo  miles  out.     Seals  follow  the  herring  in.  and   are  also  driven  in  by  rough  weather.     Have  hunted 

from  a  schooner  as  or  G ill  - 

/"'•  !  Ilave  "-,,(1  both   ~pr.ii'  arid  gun;  if  1   get    close  enough  T  use  a  spear;  if  not  I  shoot  them. 
With  a  spear]  lose  none  that   I    fasten  to,  and   if  I    miss  them  they  are  not  injured.     I  am  only  a 

middling  shot  with  a  gun,  and  would  lose  one  or  two  in  ten,  and  a  g i  gun  hunter  might  not 

thatjflpry.     Seals  sink  quickly  when  injured,  but  if  badly  hurt  come  to  the  surface  again,  and  ca 
shot  again. 

Cows  with  pup  will  not  sink  quickly.     The  natives  prefer  the  spear,  and  will  alwa  the 

sleepers    that  way.     They  nearly   always  take  a  gun  with  them  a-   well     -   a  speai    but  they  think 
the  gun  frightens  them  and  makes  them  wild  like  bunted  ducks,  and  keeps  them  from  coming  in  i 
fcoshore.  ' 

ttiful  some  years  than  others,  just  as  with  any  kind  of  fish.  [  believe  that 
J1'"  ~',:,!~  •'"'  Just  ;l~  plentiful  as  years  ago,  but  do  not  rum.-  in  so  i  lose  to  shore  since  they  haw  been 
hunted,  with  the  gun.  The  natives  object  to  the  white  hunter  coming  in  and  hunting  them  when  they 
are  close  to  shore.  I  have  lived  with  the  natives  of  the  Sound  all  my  life;  am  a  half-breed,  and 
married  to  the  daughter  of  the  chief  of  the  Tseshat  tribe,  and  I  know  what  they  (the  natives)  say  and 
thinkabout  it.  rhere  were  not  so  nianj  eals  taken  in  the  Sound  and  on  the  coast  this  year  (1892  as 
"J  1891,  and  1  noticed  that  the  herring  was  uol    so  plentiful.     I  have  noticed  seals  co]  se  to 

shore  at  night  and  go  away  out  to  sea  at  daylight. 

5.  Commence  hunting  seals  in  the   Sound  and  on  the  coast  about  New  Year,  and  continue  J   c 
fo  months,  and  then  go  out    in  schooners,  but  odd  seals  remain  off  it  for 

six  months  before  going  north. 
vl,l.,ul    ten   years  ago  the    nativi  more  than  thej    do  now.      Since   the   white  hui 

came  shooting  them  about  six  years  ago  the)  do  not  'jet  so  many,  but  some  ley  are  mure  lucky 

than  others. 

7.  Around  tl  we  get  about    half  females,  or  perhaps  a   little  more:  in         ike  ol    1"    6 

would  likely  be  females;    of  about   3   would  be  cows   with  pups   in    them,  and  the  rest 
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barren  cows  and  pups.     There  are  very  few  old   bulls  got   on  the  coast  ;  the  males  are  mostly  young 
bulls  oi   1  and  2  years  old  ;  get  quite  a  few  barren  cows. 

8.  The  average  catch  for  a  canoe  with  two  men  along  this  coast  from  shore  is  about  fifty  for  the 
season,  but  we  can  only  hunt  about  two  days  a-week,  as  the  weather  is  generally  very  rough;  some- 
times we  might  get  more,  and  often  less. 

9.  A  good  number  of  grey  pups  are  got;  these  are  always  males.  Not  so  many  were  got  this 
year  as  last. 

10.  Never  heard  of  seals  hauling  out  on  the  rocks  in  Barclay  Sound  or  on  the  coast,  and 
never  heard  of  their  pupping  in  the  water  or  on  the  kelp. 

1  1.   Have  no  idea  of  hew  long  the  natives  have  been  hunting  seals  from  the  coast. 
1-.  What  I  have  said  lias  been  read  over  and  explained  to  me,  and  I  understand  it,  and  nothing 
has  been  paid  to  me  or  promised  to  me  in  consideration  of  my  making  this  declaration. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(.Signed)  WALTEE   WATT,  his  x  mark. 

Witness: 
(Signed.)  John  T.  Walburn. 

Declared   In-fore  me,  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
1'rovinee  of  British  Columbia,  this  oth  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

I  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada,. 


Declaration  of  Chileta,  commonly  called  "Jack." 

Dominion  of  Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

[,  CHILETA,  commonly  called  "Jack,"  of  the  Sechott  tribe  of  Indians  on  the  Island  of  Van- 
couver, do  solemnly  declare  that: — 

1.  1  am  a  native  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  belong  to  the  tribe  of  Sechott  (Sechart  ?)  Indians,  and 
now  reside  at  the  village  of  Alberni  at  the  head  of  Barclay  Sound.  Was  living  at  Aquis  village  in 
Toquat  Harbour  at  the  time  the  "  Boston,"  United  States'  man-of-war,  came  there  this  spring  and  I 
wont  on  board  of  her.  Dick  came  on  shore  and  got  six  of  us  to  go  on  board.  An  old  Indian  said, 
"  Don't  go,"  but  Dick  said  if  we  came  we  would  get  paid  ;  and  I  was  paid  1  dollar  and  given  a  large 
plug  of  tobacco.  I  think  the  <  laptain  took  the  money  out  of  his  pocket  and  gave  it  to  an  old  man  who 
talked  Chinook,  while  a  young  man  wrote  down  what  was  said.  The  old  man  told  me  I  would  get 
paid  for  what  1  told.  Was  afterwards  paid  5  dollars  for  going  to  Ohiat  and  Uoleulet,  where  I  got  the 
Dcleulets  to  go  on  board  and  make  statements. 

2.  Dick  did  the  talking  first  while  I  was  there,  and  I  beard  all  he  said  and  remember  it.  The 
white  man  commenced  by  saying,  "The  reason  we  have  come,  we  want  to  find  out  something  about  all 
kinds  of  animals  and  fish — where  there  was  most  ;"  then  we  told  him  where  we  got  most  of  the 
different  kinds  of  skins  and  fish.  Then  be  asked  how  many  seal-skins  one  canoe  would  get  in  a 
season,  and  I  said  a  canoe  would  get  about  100.  He  asked  me  how  many  canoes  were  manned  from 
our  village  ibis  season,  and  1  think  Dick  said  nineteen:  and  I  said  twenty,  our  tribe  cannot  man  more 
than  that  number  of  canoes.  I  don't  remember  bow  many  skins  Dick  told  him  we  had  got  sealing  off 
shore,  but  1  said  about  300,  ami  we  all  said  they  were  got  in  the  Sound  and  off  Nillugo  Island.  The 
old  man  asked  if  we  ever  hunted  near  the  American  coast.  I  said  when  we  go  out  in  a  schooner  we 
sometimes  went  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Flattery,  but  a  long  way  off  shore,  and  Dick  said  the 
same.  That  is  all  I  remember  telling  him,  but  Dick  was  with  him  a  long  time;  I  was  not  with  him 
very  long. 

o.  1  never  told  the  old  man  that  seals  did  not  come  in  to  Barclay  Sound,  for  we  kill  them  every 
year  away  up,  and  I  have  killed  them  as  far  up  as  Bird  Bocks.  None  of  us  who  went  on  board  the 
"  Boston  "  (  United  State's)  man-of-war,  had  been  sealing  from  a  schooner  up  to  that  time.  About  three 
weeks  after  the  man-of-war  was  with  us  I  went  north  on  the  schooner  "Auritas,"  and  at  the  time  we 
were  waiting  for  that  schooner  in  come  from  Victoria — we  were  looking  for  her  to  come  every  day,  and 
we  got  news  she  was  being  repaired  in  Victoria,  and  would  be  along  in  a  few  days.  I  was  only  with 
tic  schooner  about  a  month,  and  left  her  at  the  Island  of  Kadiak  after  my  brother  got  killed  by  the 
bursting  of  a  cannon  which  they  were  firing  in  a  log  recalling  the  canoes.  During  the  time  I  was  on 
board  I  got  thirty-nine  seals — of  these  I  got  fifteen  with  the  gun.  and  the  rest  with  the  spear.  I  lost 
none  that  I  hit  with  the  gun  as  I  never  lire  when  they  are  far  off,  and  after  shooting  them  use  my 
spear  as  a.  gaff.  Use  the  spear  whenever  1  can,  but  if  I  see  them  going  to  wake  up,  and  they  are  not 
too  far  off,  I  use  the  gun.  I  am  a  good  shot  with  a  gun,  and  if  they  are  not  too  far  off  I  get  every  one 
I  shoot.  Am  also  a  good  hunter  with  a  spear,  and  very  seldom  miss  when  I  throw,  and  if  the  spear 
fastens,  always  get  my  seal  unless  the  line  breaks. 

4.  I  think  the  seals  are  just  as  plentiful  as  they  used  to  be — we  see  just  as  many  when  we  go  out 
in  the  schooners,  but  they  are  wilder  on  account  of  being  so  much  hunted  with  the  gun,  and  harder  to 
get,  and  do  not  come  so  close  to  shore. 

5.  Along  the  coast  and  in  the  Sound  we  get  about  as  many  females  as  males — can  always  tell 
them  apart  in  the  water  if  they  are  not  sleeping  and  their  heads  are  out  of  water,  as  they  are  quite 
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irent.  Never  see  any  large  bulls  till  we  get  upas  far  as  Queen  Charlotte  [sland.  Old  cows  thai 
are  breeding  have  white  v  hiskers,  and  have  got  plenty  of  them,  carrying  no  pup  and  having  no  milk. 
Fully  half  the  females  caught  on  this  coast  have  pups  in  them. 

6.  When  in   the  "  Aretas  "  this  year  we  went  north;  I  have  not   hunted  near  ('ape  Flattery  for 
several  years. 

7.  What  I  have  said  here  has  been  written  down,  and  read  over  and  explained  to  me  in  my  own 
tongue  by  Andrew  Laing,  and  I  understand  it,  and  it  is  true. 

8.  I   have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me  for  saying  what  1  have 
aid. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  « >aths." 

(Signed)  CHILETA,  his  x  mark. 

Witness* 
(Signed)  Wm.  Owen. 

A.  D.  Lain.;. 

Declared   before   me  at  the  villagi    of   Alberni,  en  the   west    coast  ol    Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  5th  daj  of  November,  1892 
(Signed)  A.  1'.  Sherwood. 

A  Commissiom  r  of  Po  i  'anada 


•  i ma  ,ii  i  'harli  s  Hayuh 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I.  CHAELES  HAYUKS,  of   Barclay  Sound,  Vancouver  Island,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  a  policeman,  a  native  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  drinking  and  gambling 
among  the  Indians. 

2.  I  have  hunted  fur-seals  from  tin-  shun-  of  the  land  about  Barclay  Sound  for  fourteen  years,  ami 
have  hunted  as  a  hunter  from  schooners.  I  first  went  out  in  small  schooners  that  would  take  us  out 
ami  bring  us  hack  every  time  the  wind  would  blow.  We  would  hunt  early  in  the  season  in  canoes 
from  the  shore,  for  then  the  seals  were  close  in  to  the  shore,  but  later  in  the  season  we  would  go  out  in 
the  schooners. 

3.  Four  years  ago  1  was  north  in  the  "Black  Diamond."  and  was  in  the  "Aretas"  this  year-. 

•4.  When  I  went  out  in  canoes  from  the  shore  we  sometimes  got  Id  seals,  sometimes  12,  but 
sometimes  fewer;  14  was  the  most  1  remember  getting.  Sometimes  we  found  the  seals  5  miles  from 
land,  and  sometimes  l'1  miles  ;  two  or  three  men  went  in  a  canoe,  but  only  one  hunted.  We  used  to 
use  spears  only,  but  now  use  both  the  spear  and  gun.  We  are  now  obliged  to  use  earns.  The  seal-  are 
getting  much  wilder  now,  and  it  is  very  hard  to  get  them  with  a  spear. 

0.  When  we  shoot  seals  we  never  lose  them  :  when  they  are  shot  we  spear  them  and  haul  them 
on  board  ;  we  use  the  spear  in  the  same  way  a  white  man  uses  the  gaff. 

6.  The  reason  we  get  the  seals  lor  sure  is  that  a  canoe  is  easier  handled,  and  we  are  quicker  than 
the  white  man. 

7.  When  the  herring  are  plentiful  ami  come  in  close  there  are  plenty  of  seals,  but  when  the 
herring  are  scarce  or  don't  come  in  close  we  don't  get  many.  Last  spring — a  year  ago  last  spring — 
there  were  great  numbers  of  fish  and  of  seals.  We  took  over  1,000  seals  at  Barclay  Sound  from  tin- 
shore. 

8._We  see  the  first  seals  a  little  before  Christmas,  ami  continue  taking  them  until  -Tune,  but  there 
are  seals  about  all  summer. 

9.  I  never  heard  of  scab  being  seen  on  the  rocks. 

10.  When  out  on  the  schooner  this  year  I  saw  as  many  seals  as  I  ever  saw  before.  None  of  us 
Indians  think  the  scab  are  any  fewer. 

11.  While  the  seals  are  near  the  shore  we  would  rather  hunt   them  in  canoes  from  the  shore,  hut 

when  they  leave  we  like  to  go  out  on  the  schooners.     We  get  g 1  pay,  and  I  am  willing  to  go  out  on 

schooners. 

1:'.  If  we  could  he  left  to  hunt  in  our  own  way  from  the  shore  in  the  spring,  I  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  the  way  sealing  is  carried  on.  but  we  don't  like  the  white  man's  boats  coming  close  in  shore 
when  we  are  hunting.  After  the  seals  go  north  we  don't  care  who  hunts  them,  and  have  no  fear  that 
thej  will  be  all  killed. 

13.  [  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  told  all  [  know  about  sealing,  and  what  I  think  about  it,  and 
that  I  have  received  no  consideration  for  the  information  1  have  given,  My  object  in  telling  about  the 
seals  is  only  that  all  the  truth  ma\  lie  known,  ami  if  the  "  Boston  "  men  sa\  that  I  told  them  anvl  fling 
different  it  is  not  true,  because  1  told  them  just  what  I  have  said  now.  and  everything  has  been  now 
explained  to  me,  and  it  is  all  light. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  re  pectiug  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHAELES  HAYUK,  his  x  mar!;. 

Wii 
ned)  Wm.  Owen. 

A.  T>.  Laing. 
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Declared  before  me  at  tlie  village  of  Alberni,  in  the  district  of  Nanaimo,  on  the  north-west  coast 
of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  5th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  SHERWOOD, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Charles  Hayalcs. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

I,  CHARLES  HAYAKS,  of  Barclay  Sound,  Vancouver  Island,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  the  policeman  appointed  by  tlie  Indian  Agent  at  Ucluelet. 

2.  I  was  appointed  to  stop  gambling  and  the  liquor  traffic  among  the  Indians  at  Ucluelet,  and 
have  done  all  I  could  to  do  this. 

55.  Some  time  in  April  last  an  American  ship,  of  which  I  do  not  remember  the  name,  came  to 
Ucluelet,  and  an  Indian  who  was  acting  as  a  pilot  came  ashore,  and  with  him  were  two  white  men  ; 
they  asked  all  of  us  to  come  on  board  the  steam-boat,  as  there  was  there  a  white  man  "Tyee  "  (Chief) 
who  wanted  to  talk  with  us.  I  and  several  others  went  on  board  the  steam-boat.  When  we  all  got  on 
board  they  wanted  to  know  who  was  the  Chief;  there  are  several  Chiefs  there,  of  whom  am  one,  and 
I  and  three  others  were  selected,  and  were  taken  to  a  cabin  where  there  were  several  white  men. 
They  asked  us  first  about  fish.  There  were  two  men  on  the  ship  who  spoke  Chinook ;  they  acted  as 
interpreters.  They  asked  us  then  whether  there  were  mink  and  deer-elk  and  bear  near  there,  and  we 
told  them  there  were  plenty.  They  wanted  to  know  then  if  we  knew  where  the  seals  had  their  young. 
We  told  them,  no. 

They  wanted  to  know,  then, how  we  took  the  seals  ;  we  said  we  speared  them.  They  then  asked  if 
we  used  guns.  We  said,  "  Yes  ;"  we  use  guns  now,  we  used  to  use  spears."  They  wanted  to  know, 
then,  how  many  we  got  each  winter.  I  told  them  not  so  many  now  as  we  used  to.  They  told  me  that 
muskets  were  not  good  to  me.  We  told  them  that  when  the  seals  were  easy  to  get  we  used  spears,  but 
now  that  they  were  wild,  guns  were  necessary.  The  men  said  spears  were  best,  because  we  were  sure 
of  getting  seals  when  they  were  speared,  but  that  with  guns  they  would  sink.  They  wanted  to 
know  how  long  seal  had  been  coming  to  this  coast.  We  told  them,  a  long  time  ;  and  that  we  used  to 
get  plenty,  but  that  the  seals  were,  very  wild  now.  They  then  said  they  would  be  back  in  about  six 
months.  After  we  were  through  they  gave  us  2  dollars  each  and  some  tobacco,  and  in  addition  gave 
me  enough  of  blue  cloth  to  make  a  suit  of  clothes.  They  told  me  that  the  white  men  were  destroying 
tire  seals,  for  out  of  4  they  killed  they  lost  2.  The  whole  time  they  kept  telling  us  not  to  use  guns, 
so  that  we  sot  the  impression  they  were  helping  us. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHAELES  HAYAKS,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  u'lt.  Owen. 

A.   I.   L.V1NG. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province 
of  British  Columbia,  this  5th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1S92. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Oquaghu,  or  "  Cheniic." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

I,  OQUAGHU,  or  Charlie,  of  Numukamis,  in  the  district  of  Nanaimo,  on  Vancouver  Island,  do 
solemnly  declare  that: — 

1.  I  am  a  native  of  the  Island  of  Vancouver,  and  belong  to  the  tribe  of  Ohiat  tribe  of  Indians,  and 
reside  at  Numukamis,  on  Barclay  Sound. 

2.  Am  a  seal-hunter,  and  have  been  so  ever  since  I  was  a  boy.  Have  hunted  in  Barclay  Sound 
and  off  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  both  from  shore  and  from  schooner.  Commence  about 
Christmas  and  hunt  about  two  mouths  from  shore,  and  then  go  out  in  a  schooner.  Hunting  from 
shore  go  from  2  to  15  miles  out,  and  in  schooner  from  50  to  60  miles. 

3.  In  hunting  from  shore  use  mostly  a  spear,  but  from  schooner  both  gun  and  spear.  The  gun  is 
always  given  by  the  captain.  If  I  get  close  enough  I  always  use  a  spear ,  even  when  hunting  from 
schooner.  A  good  hunter  will  never  shoot  when  a  seal  is  jumping  or  "  breeching,"  but  waits  till  it 
settles  or  gets  close,  and  can  get  a  good  shot.  None  but  white  hunters  shoot  when  the  seal  is  bi  e3ehing. 
I  never  lose  one  I  hit  using  a  spear. 

4.  Seals  come  into  Barclay  Sound  every  year  in  the  month  of  January,  and  are  more,  plentiful 
some  years  than  others,  and  years  the  seals  are  plentiful  have  noticed  that  the  herring  were  very 
plentiful  near  shore.     Seals  are  as  plentiful  as  ever,  but  do  not  come  in  so  close  to  shore  now  as 
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before  white  men  commenced  hunting,  and  if  white  men  are  kept  from  shooting  them  near  shore 
they  would  be  as  plentiful  as  ever.  When  the  seal  are  very  plentiful  in  shore  the  white  hunters 
come  along  and  hunt  them  with  a  gun  and  they  go  right  out,  seeming  to  get  seared. 

5.  Five  and  six  years  ago  we  used  to  get  more  male  seals  than  females;  now  we  get  as  many 
females  as  we  do  males.  Do  not  get  many  grey  pups  now.  Fully  half  the  cows  we  get  have  pups 
in  them;  the  rest  are  young  females,  or  old  cows  without  pups.  Do  not  get  many  old  bulls  on  the 
coast;  they  are  very  scarce,  but  we  get  more  of  them  the  farther  north  we  go.  We  do  not  get  many 
old  cows  without  pups  in  them. 

6.  I  am  a  good  shot,  and  would  never  shoot  without  1  knew  1  was  going  to  get  the  seal  in  the 
same  way,  as  I  never  use  the  spear  unless  sure  of  getting  the  seal.  I  do  not  believe  I  would  lose  more 
than  2  seals  in  10  I  would  fire  at  with  a  gun.  • 

7.  I  did  not  hunt  from  the  shore  at  all  this  year,  but  hunted  for  about  two  months  from  the 
schooner  "  C.  D.  Band,"  of  Vancouver,  and  got  78  seals  in  my  own  canoe  along  the  coast  up  north. 

8.  What  I  have  said  here  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  me,  and  explained  to  me  in  niv 
own  language  by  Andrew  Laing  here  present.     1  understand  it,  and  it  is  true. 

9.  I  have  not  been  paid,  nor  have  1  been  promised  anything  for  saying  what  I  have  said  here,  and 
I  make  this  solemn  d  u  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  "The 
Act  respecting  Fxtra-Judieial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  OQUAGHU  (or  CHAELIE),  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walbukn. 

A.  D.  Laixg. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  5th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Shf.kwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Kach-lxich-ah,  or  "Peter." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

I,  KACH-KACH-AH,  or  "  Peter,"  of  Sechart,  do  solemnly  declare  that  :— 

1.  I  am  a  native  of  Sechart,  and  at  present  reside  in  Alberni,  in  the  district  of  Nan'aimo,  on 
Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia. 

2.  I  am  a  seal-hunter,  and  have  been  so  ever  since  I  was  a  boy ;  have  hunted  in  Barclay  Sound 
and  off  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  both  from  shore  and  from  schooner.  We  commence  about 
Christmas,  and  hunt  about  two  months  from  the  shore,  and  then  go  out  on  schooner;  in  hunting  from 
shore  do  not  go  out  more  than  15  miles,  and  from  schooner  about  50  or  GO  miles. 

3.  In  hunting  from  shore  use  only  a  spear,  but  from  schooner  use  both  gun  and  spear.  The  gun  is 
given  by  the  Captain.  If  I  can  get  close  enough  I  always  use  a  spear  when  hunting  from  a  schooner. 
If  two  are  sleeping  together  some  of  our  tribe  spear  one  and  shool  the  other,  but  I  always  make  suie 
of  one  with  the  spear.  A  good  hunter  will  never  shoot  when  a  seal  is  jumping,  but  waits  till  close  and 
can  c;et  a  good  shot.  None  but  white  hunters  shoot  when  seal  are  jumping.  I  am  not  a  good  shot, 
and  would  rather  use  a  spear.  When  first  commenced  using  gun  lost  a  good  many,  but  now  do  not 
lose  many.     Would  never  lose  any  I  bit  with  the  spear. 

■4.  Seals  come  into  Barclay  Sound  every  year  in  tin-  month  of  January,  and  are  more  plentiful 
some  years  than  others,  and  altogether  depend  on  the  herring;  if  they  are  plentiful  there  are  plenty 
-.  Seals  are  a-  pl<  ntiful  as  ever,  but  do  not  come  in  so  close  to  shore  now  as  before  white  men 
commenced  hunting,  and  if  white  men  are  kept  from  shooting  them  near  shore  they  would  be  as 
plentiful  as  before.  They  often  come  in  shore  very  plentiful,  but  when  the  white  man  commences 
hunting  with  the  gun  they  go  right  away  offshore  seared. 

J>^ Five  or  six  years  ago  we  used  to  gel  more  male  seals  than  females;  now  we  get  about  the 
of  eat  'i.     About  half  the  cows  have  pups  in  them;  do  not  get  many  old  bulls  on  the  coast;  they  are 
very  scarce. 

6.  I  only  got  20  seals  in  my  canoe  this  year  limiting  from  shore,  but  got  82  when  I  went  up 
north.  Last  year  I  got  30  seals  oil  the  coast,  and  did  not  go  up  north.  This  year  the  white  hunters 
came  in  before  we  had  hunted  long,  and  drove  the  seals  out  by  their  shooting. 

7.  What  I  have  here  -ael  bas  been  read  over  to  me  and  explained  to  me  in  my  own  language  by 
Andrew  Laing,  here  present,  and  I  understand  it  and  the  same  is  true,  and  I  have  not  been  promised 
anything,  nor  have  1  received  anything,  lor  making  this  statement. 

And  I  make  tins  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  (hubs." 

(Signed)  KACH-KA(  II-AH,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T  Walburn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vane  mver  Island,  this  5th  day 
of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  C 
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Declaration  of  Charlie  and  Harry. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

WE,  Charlie  and  Harry,  of  the  village  of  Alberni,  in  the  district  of  Nanaimo,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare: — ■ 

1.  That  we  are  natives  of  Sechart,  and  belong  to  the  tribe  of  Indians  of  that  name, 

2.  We  have  heard  the  deposition  made  by  Kach-kach-ah,  now  present,  and  the  same  has  been 
explained  to  us  in  our  own  language  by  an  interpreter,  and  fully  explained  and  read  over,  and  the  same 
is  true. 

3.  We  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  so  as  to  induce  us  to  make 
this  affidavit. 

And  we  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHARLIE,  his  x  mark. 

HARRY,  ditto. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  on  Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  this  5th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892,  the  same  having  been  interpreted  by  A.  D.  Laing,  and 
read  over  and  explained  in  the  presence  of  A.  D.  Laing  and  John  T.  Wallran. 
(Signed)  A,  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Shcwish 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  SHEWISH,  of  Sechart,  and  Chief  of  the  Sechart  Indian  tribe,  do  solemnly  declare  that : — 

1.  I  am  Chief  of  the  Sechart  Indians,  and  am  at  present  residing  in  the  village  of  Alberni,  in  the 
district  of  Nanaimo,  on  Vancouver  Island,  and  am  about  86  years  of  age. 

2.  I  am  a  seal-hunter  and  have  been  so  since  I  was  a  little  boy,  and  hunt  off  the  west  coast  of 
Vancouver  Island  in  Barclay  Sound  from  the  shore,  and  in  schooners.  Commence  hunting  from  shore 
about  Christinas  time,  and  continue  two  months  and  then  go  out  in  schooner. 

3.  In  hunting  from  shore  I  always  use  the  spear,  but  from  schooner  use  gun  and  spear.  I  always 
get  the  seals  with  a  spear  if  1  can  get  close  enough — if  not  use  the  gun.  Sometimes  I  shoot  a  seal  and 
spear  it  afterwards  to  prevent  it  linking  in  the  same  way  the  white  man  uses  the  gaff.  A  good  hunter 
will  always  shoot  when  seal  is  close,  and  loses  very  few,  but  some  white  men  shoot  when  the  seal  is 
breeching  (jumping),  and  I  think  that  is  how  they  lose  a  good  many.  I  was  out  this  year  in  the 
"Mischief"  and  got  lost,  and  was  picked  up  by  the  "  C.  H.  Tupper,"  which  was  manned  altogether  by- 
white  men,  and  I  hunted  near  them  and  saw  some  of  them  miss  a  good  many  seals  by  tiring  at  them 
when  breeching,  and  picked  up  two  dead  on  the  water  that  had  been  shot  by  them  and  had  not  sunk. 
They  were  both  large  cows,  and  one  had  a  pup  inside  her,  and  the  other  had  not.  I  am  a  good  gun- 
hunter,  and  only  lost  4  out  of  40  I  shot.  The  canoe  was  so  full  of  skins  and  heavy  that  we  could  not 
paddle  up  quick  enough,  and  they  sank.  Sometimes  when  wounded  they  go  down  and  come  up  again, 
and  another  shot  is  got  at  them  and  they  are  killed.  Amongst  the  natives  a  good  many  more  guns  are 
used  now  than  a  few  years  ago. 

4.  Seals  come  into  Barclay  Sound  every  year,  and  sometimes  come  up  as  far  as  Nahnimt,  a  village 
about  11  miles  from  here,  and  are  most  plentiful  along  the  coast  and  in  the  Sound  when  the  herring 
come  in  to  spawn,  and  the  more  the  fish  the  more  the  seal.  All  kinds  of  fish  that  are  got  on  the  coast; 
are  found  in  their  stomachs.  As  long  as  the  white  hunters  will  keep  from  shooting  them  in  shore  they 
are  as  thick  as  they  used  to  be,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  their  being  killed  off,  and  we  (the  natives)  do 
not  mind  the  white  man  using  the  gun  hunting  with  the  schooner  off  shore. 

5.  In  1891  my  tribe  got  1,600  seals  with  19  canoes,  and  in  1892  (tfiis  year)  only  750,  all  off  the 
coast  and  in  the  Sound.  Last  year  we  hunted  two  months,  and  this  year  we  only  hunted  six  week;, 
because  so  many  white  hunters  came  around  us  they  drove  the  seals  offshore.  There  were  more  white 
hunters  this  year  than  last,  and  I  have  seen  as  high  as  five  schooners  at  once  in  sight  of  one  another, 
and  close  in  shore.  Each  one  of  these  vessels  would  have  from  six  to  eight  boats,  with  three  men  to  a 
boat.  The  natives  only  have  two  men  to  a  canoe,  and  the  bow-man  is  the  hunter.  Of  the  750  got  by 
my  tribe  240  were  got  in  Barclay  Sound.  My  canoe  got  40  during  the  six  weeks.  We  could  only  hunt 
about  fourteen  days  out  of  the  six  weeks  because  of  bad  weather.  When  I  got  through  hunting  from 
shore  I  went  sealing  on  the  schooner  "  Mischief,"  Captain  Petit,  master. 

G.  Generally,  hunting  along  the  coast,  we  get  of  males  and  females  about  the  same,  but  this  year 
I  got  more  males  than  females.  I  got  three  very  large  bulls  this  year,  but  most  of  them  were  young, 
about  3  years  old.     About  half  the  cows  would  have  pups  in  them,  and  the  others  would  be  young 
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Have  sometimes  seen  them  with  two  pups  in  them,  and  this  summer  I  got  one  off  Queen 
Charlotte  Island  with  two  pups. 

7.  I  do  not  know  how  long  onr  people  have  baen  hunting  seals,  but  my  father  has  always  hunted, 
though  he  is  so  old  now  that  he  can  only  steer. 

8.  "What  has  been  lure  said  by  me  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  me  and  explained  to 
me  by  Andrew  Laing  here  in  my  own  language,  and  I  understand  it,  and  the  same  is  true. 

9.  1  have  not  received  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me  to  induce  me  to  make  the 
going  statements. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  SHEWISH,  his  x  mark 

Witnesses  : 
(Signed)  Joiix  T.  Walbubn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  in  the  district  of  Xanaimo,  in  the  Province  of  British 
mbia.  this  5th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
-    ued)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Clat-Ka-Koi,  commonly  called  "  Billy.' 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  CLAT-KA-KOI  (commonly  called  "  Billy  "),  of  the  village  of  Sechart,  and  one  of  the  Chiefs  of 
the  tribe  of  that  name,  do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  about  seven  months  ago  one  of  my  friends.  Chileta,  or  ''Jack,"  came  after  me  in  the 
man-of-war's  boat  and  took  me  on  boaro1,  and  when  I  went  there  I  saw  a  gentleman,  named  Mr.  "Woods, 
an  old  man,  who  told  me  when  I  got  through  talking  I  would  get  something,  and  after  I  got  through  I 
got  5  dollars  for  myself  and  my  son,  who  also  talked  with  1dm.  The  eon  I  speak  of  is  now  with  me, 
and  his  name  is  Kickiana,  or  "  Tommy." 

He  asked  us  when  the  deer  got  their  young,  and  I  told  him,  and  also  about  bear,  otter,  mink,  and 
other  wild  animals,  then  about  fish,  and  appeared  to  be  writing  down  what  we  said.  Then  asked  about 
the  hair-seal,  if  I  knew  where  they  have  their  young  ?  I  said  "Yes;  along  the  coast  on  the  rocks.'' 
He  then  asked  where  the  fur-seal  had  their  young.  I  said  "  I  don't  know  ;  never  saw  them  have  them 
on  this  coast."  He  said  :  "  Didn't  your  father  tell  you  long  time  ago  that  they  had  their  young  here  ?" 
1  said  "No."  He  (Mr.  Woods)  then  said:  "Where  do  you  think  the  skins  come  from?"  I  said  "I 
did'nt  know."  He  then  asked:  "  Which  do  you  think  is  best  for  hunting  them,  the  spear  or  gun  ?"  I 
said  "  I  think  the  spear  is  good,  for  the  reason  that  they  don't  get  fewer,  for  when  you  shoot  them  the 
sh,ot  only  them  sick.     After  we  shoot  them  we  have  to  use  the  spear  to  prevent  them  from 

sinking."  Mr.  Woods  then  asked:  "Is  it  good  for  the  white  man  to  seal  in  your  waters?"  I  said 
"No;  that  is  the  reason  the  seals  are  so  scared,  because  the  white  man  comes  in  and  does  so  much 
shooting."  I  told  him  I  had  been  sealing  for  about  thirty-six  years.  He  asked  me  if  that  was  all  I 
knew.  I  said  "  Yes;  Jjut  my  son  knows  something."  He  said,  "Does  your  son  know  where  the  seal 
have  their  young  in  Bearing  Sea  I"     Then  I  was  done,  and  my  son  commenced  to  talk. 

I  was  forgetting.  I  tjld  him  I  had  seen  seals  inside  of  Ban-lay  Sound,  and  have  killed  them  as 
far  up  as  "  Turn  Point,"  and  even  farther  up  the  canal.  I  told  him  that  when  the  bait  would  come  in 
sometimes  I  would  go  out  and  get  three  seals  in  a  little  while,  and  have  gone  a  mile  and  a-half  outside 
of  Village  Island  when  the  herring  have  been  plenty  and  seen  lots,  and  that  I  had  seen  a  canoe  get 
from  15  to  20  a  day  there.  I  told  him  I  sealed  from  shore  from  six  weeks  to  two  months  when  there 
are  plenty  of  seals  ;  also  told  him  that  we  used  to  hunt  for  four  months  from  shore  till  the  white  men 
came  and  bunted  them  away.  1  told  him  that  this  year  our  tribe  had  got  750  seals  with  nineteen  canoes 
fishing  from  the  shore,  and  that  we  had  got  more  last  year.  I  t;ld  him  that  one  canoe  owned  by  a 
man  named  Kennedy  of  the  same  tribe  as  I  am  had  got  8G  seals  from  the  shore  (in  1S91)  last  year. 
There  were  five  other  gentlemen  besides  Mr.  Woods  sitting  in  the  room.  Mr.  Woods  and  one  other 
man  spoke  Chinook. 

L'.  1  have  hunted  both  from  shore  and  from  schooner,  but  have  never  been  in  Behriug  Sea.  The 
seals  appear  to  be  as  plentiful  now  as  formerly,  but  are  more  wild  from  being  hunted  so  much. 

3.  Seals  come  into  Barclay  Sound  every  year,  sometimes  more  than  others;  the  more  fish  that 
come  in  the  more  seals  come. 

4.  I  watch  if  weather  is  good,  and  hunt  in  canoe  from  shore  as  far  as  15  miles,  but  when  the 
herrino  are  spawning  I   have  pot  them   in  as  close  as   2   miles  from  Village  Island,  away  inside  of 

lay  Sound,  and  hunting  from  schooners  I  go  from  50  to  60  miles.  Hunting  from  shore  I  always 
use  a  spear,  but  when  on  board  of  schooner  the  captain  finds  me  a  gun  aid  ammunition.  A  good 
hunter  with  a  gun  would  not  lose  more  than  2  seals  out  of  8  or  12,  and  I  have  known  my  cousin  to 
have  taken  17,  and  lost  none.  I  remember  now  that  Mr.  Woods  asked  me  about  this,  and  1  told  him 
ood  hunter  would  lose  only  2  out  of  10  or  12.  Am  a  medium  hunter  with  a  gun,  and  out  of  10 
might  lose  2  or  3.  A  good  hunter  will  never  fire  when  the  seal  is  a  long  way  off.  With  a  spear,  if  I 
did  not  miss  altogether  I  would  never  lose  one.     One  of  my  friends  gave  a  feast,  and  we  had  a  talk 
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about  using  spear  nr  gun,  mil  we  came  to  the  conclusion  when  sealing  from  the  beach  to  use  nothing 
but  the  spear,  but  from  schooner  to  use  both  spear  and  gun. 

5:  In  a  catch  often  I  would  sometimes  get  6  males  and  sometimes  6  females.  Small  seals  are 
mostly  young  bulls,  and  sometimes  in  a  day  we  would  get  nothing  else.  I  have  seen  as  many  as 
25  taken  in  one  day.  Some  years  we  get  a  good  many  grey  pups-,  and  other  years  they  are  scarce. 
This  year  there  were  very  few. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  BILLY  (or  CLAT-KA-KOI),  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn.. 

A.  D.  Lainu. 

First  having  been  read  over  and  explained  by  Andrew  Laing  in  the  native  tongue. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Alberni,   n  the  district  of  Nanaimo,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Colombia,  this  5  th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Clat-Ka-Koi,  or  Billy,  says  that  his  father  told  him  that  his  (Billy's)  grandfather  used  to  hunt 
seals,  but  that  when  he  was  a  boy  they  disappeared  altogether,  and  were  not  seen  on  the  coast  for  a 
number  of  years.  Years  afterwards  he  (Billy's  father)  went  away  whaling,  and  on  his  return  brought 
two  seals  home  with  him  which  he  had  got  at  sea,  and  he  did  not  know  what  they  were  until  told  by  a 
very  old  man  of  the  tribe,  named  Nehkit. 

(Signed)  A.  P.  S 

Alberni,  November  5,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Kickiana. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  KICKIANA,  of  the  village  of  Sechart,  in  the  district  of  Nanaimo,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  heard  the  deposition  of  Clat-ka-koi,  or  "  Billy,"  here  present,  and  the  same  has 
been  read  over  to  me  and  explained  in  my  native  language  (the  Chinook)  by  one  Andrew  Laing,  and 
what  he  has  said  is  true. 

2.  1  am  the  son  of  Clat-ka-koi  above  mentioned,  and  was  present  on  board  the  "Boston"  man-of- 
war  with  him  when  he  made  his  statement  to  Mr.  Woods  mentioned,  and  I  have  not  been  promised, 
nor  have  I  received  anything  for  making  this  declaration. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  KICKIANA,  his  x  mark 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn 

A,  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  in  the  district  of  Nanaimo,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  this  5th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  SHERWOOD, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Clicklahouto,  or  '•  Joe.' 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit: 

I,  CLICKLAHOUTO,  or  "Joe,"  of  the  village  of  Alberni,  on  Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province 
of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  that : — 

1.  I  am  a  Sechart  Indian,  aud  reside  in  the  village  of  Alberni,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia. 

2.  Am  about  35  years  of  age,  and  have  been  a  seal-hunter  ever  since  I  was  a  hoy  and  could 
handle  a  spear ;  have  hunted  all  along  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  and  in  Barclay  Sound,  and 
also  in  Behring  Sea. 
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3.  I  have  always  seen  seals,  and  have  killed  them  every  year  in  Barclay  Sound.  Sometimes  they 
are  quite  plentiful,  and  then  again  there  are  not  so  many.  Have  sealed  from  the  beach  and  also  from 
schooner.  ( 'onunence  hunting  from  the  beach  about  Christmas,  and  continue  for  about  six  weeks  or 
two  months,  hunting  every  day  that  is  line  enough,  but  from  fog  and  wind  a  great  many  days  are 
I  ;.  After  hunting  from  the  peach  a  vessel  comes  along  and  takes  us  and  our  canoes,  and  we  go  away 
out  from  the  shore,  from  50  to  100  miles,  and  away  up  north  to  the  coast  of  Alaska  and  Behring  Sea 
hunting  seals. 

4.  1  always  use  the  spear  in  hunting  from  the  beach,  and  for  the  last  two  years  have  used  both, 
gun  and  spear,  hunting  from  the  schooner.  1  always  wait  till  1  get  close  to  a  seal  before  throwing  my 
spear,  from  4  to  G  fathoms.  The  spear  has  two  prongs,  with  barbs  on  each,  and  a  handle  or  shaft  from 
VI  to  14  feet  in  length.  Am  a  pretty  good  shot  with  a  gun,  and  hunt  carefully  with  it,  and  would  not 
lose  more  than  two  out  of  ten,  and  not  that  many  if  I  hit  them.  We  natives  would  lather  hunt  from 
the  beach  with  a  spear,  for  the  gun  frightens  the  seal  from  coming  close  into  shore,  but  hunting  from 
the  schooner  we'would  just  as  soon  use  the  gun,  and  use  both,  because  after  shooting  the  seal  most  of 
us  use  the  si  ear  to  prevent  the  seal  from  sinking  as  the  white  man  uses  the  gaff.  The  young  men  use 
the  gun  more  than  the  old  cms   and  it  is  being  used  more  every  year  amongst  the  natives. 

5.  In  sealing  from  the  beach  and  in  the  Sound  1  only  got  35  seals  this  year,  and  last  year  I  got' 
about  20,  but  my  tribe  got  more  last  year  than  this.  1  did  not  seal  from  a  schooner  at  all  that  year, 
but  last  year  I  got  120  from  a  schooner.  The  good  hunters  always  take1  the  spear  or  gun  and  go  in  the 
bow,  and  two  men  are  in  a  canoe. 

6.  Hunting  from  the  shore  I  would  get  about  4  males  out  of  7  killed,  and  of  the  3 
females  about  2  would  have  pups  in  them.  Never  get  any  large  bulls  down  this  nay,  but  get 
plenty  up  north  ;  never  get  any  rows  with  milk  till  we  go  north.  Along  the  coast  have  sometimes  got 
large  cows  not  having  pups,  and  not  in  milk.  We  never  keep  any  account  of  what  males  or  females: 
we  get,  or  even  the  number  of  seals  we  get,  but  when  hunting  from  the  shore  we  take  the  skins  to  a 
trading  post  and  sell  them, and  have  no  reason  to  keep  an  account.  On  the  schooner  the  captain  gives 
us  a  book,  and  marks  down  our  take  every  time  we  conn.'  in  with  a  load.  In  my  catch  this  year  1  got 
a  good  many  pnps.  but  I  cannot  say  how  many.  If  a  seal  is  asleep  on  the  water  1  cannot  tell  a  male 
from  a  female,  but  if  the  seal  is  awake  and  his  head  is  above  water  1  can  always  tell,  as  their  heads 
and  necks  are  quite  different. 

7.  I  believe  the  seals  are  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  when  I  first  commenced  to  hunt. 
but  they  are  driven  farther  out  from  shore  from  being  hunted,  and  are  wilder  and  harder  to  get 
on.  Some  years  the  seal  are  very  plentiful,  but  other  years  there  are  not  so  many:  if  the  herring 
are  scarce  the  seal   ire  scarce,  as  they  follow  them  in  to  where  the  spawning-grounds  are  to  feed. 

8.  1  have  been    in    Behring    Sec.   and   hunted    seals   there,  and  1    think  I    killed   more   males   than 

fe les,  and  of  thfiveows  i  killed   many  did   not   have  milk,  and   were  not   in  pup.     In  1891  I  killed 

sixty  seals  in  Beteting  Sea.     I  went  there  in  the  ":W.  P.  Sayward,"  and  was  only  there  from  three 
weeks  to  a  month. 

'.'.  What  1  have  here  said  has  been  read  over  to  me,  and  explained  to  me  by  Andrew  Laing  in  my 
own  language,  and  I  understand  it,  and  the  same  is  true,  and  1  have  received  no  money  or  other  con- 
sideration for  making  this  declaration. 

And  I  mala-  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CLICKLAHOUTO,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses  : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walbukn. 

A.  f».  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at   tie  village  of  Alberni,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  7th  day  of  November,  a. p.  1S92. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  oj  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Keshugya,  or  "Jack"  and  Clatclier  (Clah-hu),  or  "Jink*." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit: 

WE,  Keshuqua,  or  ".lack,"  and  Clatcher  (Clatchu)  or  "Jinks,"  of  the  village  of  Alberni,  on 
Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare:— 

1.  We  are  natives  of  the  Sechart  tribe  of  Indians,  residing  in  the  village  of  Alberni,  in  Barclay 
Sound. 

2.  We  have  heard  the  declaration  made  by  Clicklahouto,  here  present,  about  the  seals  on  this 
coast  and  up  north,  and  the  same  has  been  read  over  and  explained  to  him  and  us  by  Andrew  Laing  in 
our  own  language,  and  what  he  has  said  is  what  we  think,  and  is  true. 

3.  We  have  come  of  our  own  free-will  to  make  this  declaration,  and  have  received  no  considera- 
tion from  any  one  for  so  doing,  nor  have  we  been  promised  anything. 
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And  we  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  KESHUQUA.  his  x  mark. 

CLATCHU,  ditto. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed)  A.  D.  Laing. 

John  T.  YValburn. 

Declared  before  me  at   the  village  of  Alberni,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of. British  Columbia,  this  7th  <lay  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  1'.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Clatmisk,  or  "  Santc." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 
1.  ( !LATMISK,  or  "  Sante,"  one  of  the  Secharfc  Indian  tribe,  do  solemnly  declare  that: — 

1.  I  am  a  native  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  belong  to  the  Sechart  Indian  tribe,  and  reside  in  the 
Opechessit  village,  near  Alberni,  in  the  District  of  Nanaimo,  on  Vancouver  Island,  and  ana  45  years 
of  age  or  thereabouts. 

2.  Am  a  seal  hunter,  and  have  been  one  ever  since  I  was  a  little  boy  ;  have  hunted  on  the 
west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  Barclay  Sound,  and  all  along  the  coast  of  Alaska  and  into  the 
Behriiig  Sea. 

:;.  Seals  always  come  into  Barclay  Sound — sometimes  very  many,  sometimes  not  so  many  ;  years 
herring  are  plentiful  the  seals  are  very  plentiful ;  have  sealed  from  the  beach  in  canoe,  and  also  in 
canoe  irom  schooner;  commence  sealing  from  the  beach  about  Christmas  time,  and  continue  till  we  go 
out  in  the  schooners  about  six  weeks  or  two  months,  depending  on  the  time  the  vessels  come  after  us. 
We  of  the  Secharts  have  no  schooner  of  our  own,  but  always  go  in  a  King  George  (English)  schooner. 
Boston  (United  States)  schooners  have  come  after  us,  but  we  would  never  ^o  with  them.  In  hunting 
from  the  beach  we  go  all  the  way  out  from  3  to  15  miles  according  to  the  weather  and  where  the  seals 
are.     In  schooners  we  go  from  50  to  100  miles  off  the  coast. 

4.  Never  use  a  gun  unless  1  am  on  hoard  a  schooner,  where  I  use  both  gun  and  spear,  but  never 
use  the.  gun  wheie  1  can  get  close  on  them  with  a  spear.  I  am  not  a  good  gun-shot,  but  am  very  good 
with  a  spear,  and  would  not  miss  one  in  ten  that  I  throw  at.  The  oil  men  amongst  the  Indians  do 
not  use  the  gun  much,  but  the  young  Indians  are  using  them  more  each  year.  The  gun  has  frightened 
the  seals  away  oil'  from  shore,  and  they  are  very  wild.  We  see  as  many  as  ever,  but  they  are  much 
harder  to  get  at. 

5.  I  got  this  year  Kill  sealing  from  the  beach  and  80  from  the  schooner.  I  got  more  this  year 
than  last :  some  of  our  tribe  get  many  more  than  others,  lor  some  are  not  as  good  hunters,  and  do  not 
work  so  hard  as  others. 

li  Our  tribe  manned  eighteen  canoes,  and  with  the  Opechessit  tribe  we  manned  twenty-five  canoes, 
for  we  generally  hunt  together  and  live  close  together.  I  don't  know  how  many  our  tribe  got  from  the 
beach,  but  on  the  schooner  "  Mischief  "  we  had  nine  canoes  this  year,  and  we  got  700  seals  along  the 
coast  as  far  as  Kadiak,  and  were  away  three  months.  We  could  only  hunt  about  twelve  days  a  month 
on  account  of  the  bad  weather.  One  of  our  canoes  was  lost,  and  was  picked  up  and  brought  back  by 
the  "  Tupper  ;"  Shewish  and  Watcomna  were  the  ones  lost  in  it. 

7.  Along  the  coast  and  in  the  Sound  I  have  always  got  more  males  than  females,  but  others  I 
have  known  have  got  more  females  than  males ;  some  years  there  may  be  more  cows  than  others.  The 
pups  are  mostly  bulls;  I  got  quite  a  few  pups  this  year.  I  did  not  get  any  old  cows  this  year  that 
did  not  have  pups  in  them,  but  have  seen  plenty.  Did  not  get  any  large  buils  in  the  Sound  or  off  the 
island  this  year,  but  off  Queen  Charlotte's  Island  I  got  ten  of  the  largest  bulls.  The  grey  pups  are 
always  bulls,  and  hunting  from  the  beach  I  got  quite  a  few-  this  year. 

8.  I  have  been  twice  in  Behriiig  Sea— in  (he  schooner '"  Adele  "  in  1889  or  1890,  and  I  got  many 
more  males  than  females,  and  they  were  all  half-grown  or  large  bulls,  and  all  the  cows  I  got  had  milk 
in  them  but  no  pups. 

9.  What  I  have  here  said  has  been  read  over  and  explained  to  me  in  my  own  language— the 
Chinook — by  Andrew  Laing  here  present,  and  I  understand  it  and  the  same  is  true,  and  I  have 
received  no  money  or  other  consideration  for  making  this  declaration,  nor  have  I  been  promised 
anything. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CLATMISK,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  Wm.  Owen. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  7th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
Signed)  A.   P.   SHERWOOD, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 
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We  Wffhka,  or  "  Hilly."  Xahwvak.  or  "Tom."  Clflphighfcap",  Tsawassup,  or  "Joe,"  of  the  village  of 
Alberni,  in  the  District  o£  Nanaimo,  on  Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  and 
members  of  the  Sei  hart  tribe  of  Indians,  and  Tootush,  of  the  village  and  district  aforesaid,  member  of 
the  Opiehisset  tribe  of  Indians,  do  solemnly  declare  thai  : — 

1.  We  were  present  and  heard  the  deposition  made  by  Clatswick  here  present. 

2.  That,  it  was  read  over  and  explained  to  him  and  ns  in  our  own  language — the  "  Chinook," 
and  we  understood  it,  and  the  same  is  true  as  regards  what  we  have  observed  about  the  seal  along 
this  coast,  and  is  what  we  think  about  it,  ami  we  have  not  been  promised,  nor  have  we  received 
anything  in  consideration  of  making  this  declaration. 

3.  I,  "  Hilly,"  was  up  in  Behring  Sea  this  year,  and  what  Clatswick  states  about  it  was  the  same 
as  I  noticed  it.     I  was  in  the  "  Aretas  "  in  Behring  Sea  this  year. 

(Signed)  WAHKA,  his  x  mark. 

XAHWYAK,  ditto. 
CLAPHIGHUP,  ditto. 
TSAWASSUP,  ,11110. 
TOOTUSH,  ditto. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed)  Wm.  Owf.x. 

A.  D.  Laixg. 


Declaration  of  John  Man/oticli. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  JOHN  MA.BfxOII.GH,  of  Ueluclet  village,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  About  the  last  of  April  or  beginning  of  May  last  I  went  on  board  of  the  American  Government 
steamer  ("  Mc Arthur  ")  at. the  invitation  of  the  Captain,  who  asked  me  about  the  seals  coming  to  the 
coast  of  the  island  and  in  Barclay  Sound,  I  told  him  that  the  seals  came  in  every  year  amongst  the 
islands,  and  were  also  found  off  the  coast  every  year.  I  said  young  pups  were  caught  about  the  Sound 
aud  coast  every  year;  some  years  mote  and  some  less.  I  told  him  that  the  natives  had  killed  from 
700  to  800  around  the  Sound  and  off  the  coast  hunting  from  the  beach  in  canoes  this  year  (1892). 
Never  said  I  was  agent  for  five  sealing- vessels,  because  I  am  not  agent  for  any,  but  am  simply  a  store- 
keeper, and  trade  with  the  Indians.  1  could  not  have  told  the  Captain  that  seals  never  came  into  the 
Sound,  for  I  have  been  twenty-five  years  on  this  coast,  and  have  always  seen  the  seals  come  into  the 
Sound  every  year.  A  young  man  was  taking  down  what  I  said,  and  when  I  had  got  through  I  was 
asked  to  touch  the  pen  and  hold  up  my  hand. 

What  I  have  here  told  is  the  truth,  and  nothing  has  been  given  me  as  consideration  for  telling  this, 
and  what  has  been  written  down  has  been  read  over  to  me  and  explained,  and  is  all  true. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOHN  MARGOTICH,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses: 
(Sinned)  A.  D.  Laixg. 

John"  T.  W alburn. 

Declared   before   me   at  the   village  of  Alberni,  on   the  west  coast,   of  Vancouver  Island,  in   the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  1892. 
_^      (Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Bolice  for  Canada. 


Declarations  of  Joseph,  Jack,  and  Johnny  Hammond. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  JOSEPH,  declare  that  I  am  the  Chief  of  the  CTayoquot  Indians. 

I  have  been  out  hunting  on  schooners,  and  have  also  hunted  from  the  shore.  Eight  years  ago  I 
went  out  in  a  Seattle  schooner,  and  worked  for  that  firm  four  years.  I  was  not  out  again  till  this  year. 
1  was  on  the  schooner  "Triumph"  this  year.  I  used  both  a  shot-gun  and  a- spear,  and  like  them 
equally  well ;  the  other  Indians  say  that  too.  We  do  not  lose  any  seals  that  we  shoot ;  if  very  close 
we  use  the  ;-pcdr,  if  not,  we  use  the  gun.  We  get  more  this  way,  for  if  we  see  two  sleeping  can 
spear  one  without  waking  the  other,  and  then  can  shoot  the  other.  If  there  is  only  one  we  shoot  it. 
We  get  moie  man  seals  always  ;  we  used  to  go  out  in  canoes  from  the  shore,  two  men  in  a  canoe; 
sometimes  we  would  get  10,  sometimes  20,  sometimes  fewer  ;  if  the  weather  is  fine  we  get  a  great 
many,  sometimes  as  many  as  10.     We  go  out  hunting  first  a  little  after  New  Years ;  we  hunt  about 
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five  months  in  this  way.  We  find  cod,  salmon,  and  squid  in  their  stomachs.  We  saw  plenty  of  seals 
this  year,  but  we  went  out  too  late.  The  seals  will  never  be  all  killed  by  hunting  them  ;  no  matter 
how  many  seals  we  kill  there  will  be  plenty  left. 

I,  Jack,  a  Clayoquot  Indian,  say  that  I  have  heard  what  Joseph  said,  and  it  is  what  I  think  too. 
I  have  been  hunting  fifteen  years  on  schooners.     I  was  on  the  "  Triumph"  this  year. 

T,  Johnny  Hammond,  a  Clayoquot  Indian,  say  that  I  have  been  hunting  sixteen  years.  I  heard  of 
no  "  Boston  "  (United  States')  steamer  at  Clayoquot  this  year.  I  am  out  most  as  a  steerer,  for  when  a 
man  is  found  to  lose  seals  he  is  made  a  steerer. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH,  his  x  mark. 


JACK,  ditto. 

JOHNNY  HAMMOND,  ditto. 


Witness : 
(Signed)  K.  Maynard. 


I,  E.  Maynard,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  make  oath  and 
say  :— 

That  I  acted  as  interpreter  for  Mr.  Macoun  while  he  questioned  Joseph,  Jack,  and  Johnny, 
three  Clayoquot  Indians,  whose  statements  are  hereto  annexed.  Two  of  them  understood  English  fairly 
well,  but  while  the  questions  were  asked  in  English,  I  explained  their  meaning  to  them  in  Chinook 

I  have  read  over  these  statements  as  set  down  by  Mr.  Macoun,  and  swear  that  they  are  as  made 
by  the  Indians,  and  that  they  were  not  influenced  in  any  way,  and  received  no  consideration  for  the 
statements  they  made. 

(Signed)  11.  MAYNARD. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Victoria,  this  Gth  day  of  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  BELYEA, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 


Declaration  of  Ehcnchcssut.  commonly  called  "Pick." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Prov'nce  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

1,  EHENCHESSUT,  commonly  called  "  Dick,"  one  of  the  Sechart  tribe  of  the  village  of  Alberni, 
on  Vancouver  Island,  do  solemnly  declare  that : — 

1.  I  am  a  native  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  of  the  Sechart  tribe  of  Indians,  and  now 
reside  in  Alberni,  but  in  April  last  was  living  at  Aquis,  in  Toquat  Harbour,  in  Barclay  Sound,  and 
was  there  at  the  time  the  "  Boston  "  (United  States'  man-of-war)  was  there,  and  went  on  board  of  her 
after  being  asked  to  do  so  by  some  person  who  came  ashore  from  her  in  a  boat.  The  person  who  came 
ashore  was  one  Willoughby,  whom  I  knew  a  long  time  ago  when  he  was  Indian  Agent  at  Neah  Bay. 
He  was  a  man  with  grey  hair  and  ver}'  red  face.  He  asked  me  if  any  Indians  lived  in  that  house 
(pointing  to  one  on  the  beach).  I  said,  "  No,  but  there  were  six  a  little  way  off."  He  asked  me  could 
not  I  get  them  to  come  on  board.  I  said,  "  It  is  too  far  for  the  old  men  to  come."  He  said,  "You  get 
them  to  come  on  board,  and  I  will  give  them  1  dollar  a-piece  and  5  dollars  for  yourself."  I  then  went 
and  got  the  six  men.  They  were  Clappa,  Chakatt,  Napoyook,  Chileta  ("  Jack  "),  Ceissamilt,  and  Imihap, 
now  present  with  me.  None  ot  them  were  Chiefs,  and  did  not  say  they  were.  I  am  not  a  Chief,  and 
never  said  I  was  one.  There  were  no  other  natives  with  us  on  the  ship  at  that  time,  and  we  were  all 
together  when  the  questions  were  asked  us,  but  only  Chileta  (or  "Jack")  spoke  besides  myself. 
Mr.  Willoughby  questioned  us.  I  told  him  that  our  tribe  and  the  Opichissets  manned  thirty  canoes  to 
hunt  seab  from  the  shore  this  last  season.  He  never  asked  me  how  many  skins  the  whole  tribe  had 
got,  but  how  many  one  canoe  would  get  from  the  shore  in  a  season,  and  I  told  him  thirty.  He  then 
asked  how  many  one  canoe  would  get  from  a  schooner  in  a  season,  and  I  said  about  forty  hunting  off 
the  coast  in  a  schooner.     (I  never  went  to  Behring  Sea.) 

:.'.  1  told  him  we  got  skins  every  season  inside  of  Village  Island,  in  Barclay  Sound.  I  could  not 
have  told  him  anything  else,  for  I  told  him  I  had  got  them  as  far  up  as  Ecool.  I  did  not  tell  him  I 
have  been  hunting  off  Cape  Flattery  this  year,  for  I  have  not  been  sealing  there  for  three  years  or 
more.  The  last  schooner  I  was  there  in  was  the  "Anna  Beck."  I  now  remember  it  was  five  years 
ago.  I  did  not  hunt  from  schooner  at  all  this  year,  but  altogether  from  the  beach.  I  did  not  tell  him 
there  were  fewer  seals,  but  that  I  thought  there  were  just  as  many  as  ever,  only  farther  offshore  from 
being  so  much  limited  by  white  men,  and  were  harder  to  get.  Two  men  on  board  the  man-of-war 
spoke  Chinook  ;  the  Captain  was  there  when  we  were,  and  heard  what  we  said. 

3.  I  am  not  a  good  shot  with  a  gun,  ami  never  use  one.  not  even  when  going  out  in  schooner; 
always  use  a  spear,  which  is  about  2  fathoms  and  two  spans  of  the  hand  long,  and  would  throw  it  from 
oh  to  0  fathoms  distance,  and  would  almost  always  get  the  seal. 

4.  Years  fish  are  most  plentiful  the  seals  come  in  greatest  numbers,  and  when  we  cut  them  open 
find  all  kinds  of  fish  in  them. 

5.  We  get  of  male  and  female  seals  about  the  same  number  along  this  coast.  Never  got  a  large 
bull  here,  all  are  half-grown  and  pups.     Of  the  females  one-half  would  have  pups  in  them,  and  the 
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rest  would  be  young  cows;  have  got  a  few  old  ones  without  having  pups  in  them  ;  all  old  cows  have 
white  whiskers.  If  the  seals  are  asleep  in  the  water  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  are  male  or  female,  hut 
if  they  raise  their  heads  out  of  the  water  1  can  always  tell,  for  the  bull  has  a  long  neck  and  very  short 
big  head,  but  the  cow  has  a  short  neck  ami  a  longer  head. 

(!.  I  have  been  hunting  seal  for  about  fifteen  years,  ami  am  about  30  years  of  age.  Cannot  say  if 
we  got  more  male  seals  this  year  than  live  or  six  years  ago.for  some  years  we  get  more  hulls  than  cows, 
an  I  some  more  cows  than  hulls. 

7.  After  we  had  got  through  talking  on  the  "Boston"  ("United  State-'?  man-of-war  last  spring,  we 
were  paid,  as  had  been  promised,  1  dollar  each  to  the  others,  and  .">  dollars  to  me.  1  think  it  was  the 
<  !aptain  who  paid  us.     We  also  gol  a  plug  of  tobacco  each. 

8.  I  have  received  no  money  or  other  thing  from  any  one  for  making  this  statement, but  have  done 
it  of  my  own  live  will. 

9.  What  I  have  here  said  has  been  read  over  to  me  and  explained  to  me  by  Andrew  Laing,  here 
pn  sent,  in  my  own  language,  and  the  same  is  true. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue, 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  <  >aths." 

(Signed)  EHEN<  IHESSUT,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  Wif.  OWEN. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me,  at  the  village  of  Alberni,  on   the  west    coast   of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  7th  day  of  November,  A..D.  L892. 
(Signed)  A.  1'.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Imihap. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  IMIHAP,  of  the  village  of  Alberni,  in  the  district  of  Nanaimo,  in  the  Province  of  British 
<  'olumbia,  do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  am  a  native  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  one  of  the  Sechart  tribe  of  Indians,  and  reside 
near  the  village  of  Alberni. 

2.  I  was  living  at  the  village  of  Aquis,  in  Toquat  Harbour,  at  the  mouth  of  Barclay  Sound,  in 
April  last,  and  was  taken  on  board  the  "Boston"  (United  States')  man-of-war  at  the  same  time  as 
Ehenchessut,  or  "  Dick,"  here  present,  and  heard  what  he  said  then  to  the  White  Chief  (Tyee),  and  it 
is  just  about  what  he  has  said  here,  as  far  as  I  can  remember.  I  have  heard  what  "  Dick  "  has  said 
about  the  seals  and  sealing,  and  I  agree  with  what  he  says,  and  it  is  what  I  think  about  it. 

3.  I  am  not  a  Chief  of  my  tribe,  and  did  not  say  so  to  any  one  ;  was  promised  1  dollar  to  go  on 
board  the  man-of-war  to  talk,  and  was  paid  it  before  leaving  the  boat. 

4.  What  I  have  here  said  and  what  "  Dick"  said  here  has  been  read  over  and  explained  to  us  in 
our  own  tongue,  and  I  understand  it,  and  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  it  is  true. 

5.  Nothing  has  been  promised  me,  nor  have  I  received  anything  whatever,  for  making  this 
declaration,  but  have  made  it  of  my  own  free  will. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  IM I  HAP,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
. —  (Signed)  Wm.  Owen. 

A.  D.  Laino. 

Declared  before  me,  at  the  village  of  Alberni.  in  the  district  of  Nanaimo,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  this  7th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892 

(Signed)  A.  P.  Siikkw i, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


declaration  of  AnnetZ'O-Cffieet,  or  "  Jack." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  <  'olumbia, 
to  wit  : 

I,  ANNETZ-A-CHEET,  or  "Jack,"  of  the  Ucluelet  tribe  of  Indians  in  Barclay  Sound,  do 
solemnly  declare :—  _ 

1.  I  am  one  of  the  Ucluelet  tribe  of  Indians,  and  live  in  Okoolah  village,  m  Barclay  bound,  on 
the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  tsland,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

•2.  Am  a  seal- hunter,  and  have  hunted  ever  since  I  was  able  to  use  a  spear,  1  have  not  hunted 
at  all  For  five  years  till  this  year,  when  I  went  out  in  my  own  little  schooner  and  hunted  off  the  coast 
about  50  miles.  I  hunted  for  about  fourteen  days  altogether,  as  it  would  come  on  blowing  Very  hard 
every  few  days,  and  my  schooner  being  very  small  1  had  to  come  into  shore.  I  hunted  the  latter  end 
Of  May  and  beginning  of  June 


157 

Z.  The  seals  appeared  to  mo  to  be  as  plentiful  as  five  years  ago  when  I  last  hunted;  I  saw  just 
Ss  many.  Some  days  a  ureal  many,  and  others  only  a  few;  they  appeared  to  be  wilder  aud  harder  to 
get  near. 

4.  I  first  took  two  cauoes  with  four  men,  and  the  next  time  I  had  four  canoes  with  eight  men,  and 
we  got  forty  skins.     We  used  the  spear  only,  and  I  have  never  used  the  gun. 

5.  The  seals  come  into  the  Sound  every  year  ;  they  come  in  in  the  night,  following  the  herring 
and  other  fish,  and  go  away  oui  again  as  soon  as  daylight  comes.  The  reason  is  they  are  afraid  to  stay 
near  the  land,  as  the  hunters  with  the  muskets  have  frightened  them.  Have  never  hunted  with  any 
white  men  or  Indians  who  used  the  gun;  on  this  coast  and  in  the  Sound  sometimes  we  get  more 
females  than  males,  but  this  year  1  get  more  males  than  females. 

(i.  I  only  hunted  in  the  Behring  Sea  one  year;  that  was  in  tiie  schooner  "  Lily"  about  six  years 
ago,  and  we  got  500  skins  with  eight  canoes  and  one  boat. 

7.  What  I  have  here  said  has  been  read  over  to  me,  and  explained  to  me  by  Andrew  Laing  in  my 
own  language,  and  1  understand  it,  and  the  same  is  true. 

8.  1  have  received  no  money  or  other  consideration  for  making  this  declaration. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  AXXETZ-A-CHEET,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  I).  Laing. 

Declared  before  me,  at  the  village  of  Okoolah,  on  the  wesl    coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in   the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  8th  day  of   November,  ad.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.   I'.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


I,  Louis  Annetz-a-Cheet,  or  "  Louis,"  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  brother  of  "  Jack  "  here  present,  and  have  heard  what  he  has  said,  and  it  has 
been  read  over  and  explained  to  him  and  me  in  my  own  language  by  Andrew  Laing,  and  I  understand 
it,  and  the  same  is  true. 

2.  I  have  received  no  money  or  other  consideration  from  any  one  for  making  this  declaration,  but 
have  done  it  of  my  own  free  will. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  LOUIS  AXXETZ-A-CHEET,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburx. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me,  at  the  village  of  Okoolah,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  8th  day  of  Xovember,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.   1'.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  Of  Hat-da-Cuntl,  or  "  Charlie!' 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  HAT-LA-CUXTL,  or  "Charlie,"  of  the  village  of  Ucluelet,  in  Barclay  Sound,  do  solemnly 
declare  : — 

1.  That  I  am  a  native  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  am  one  of  the  Ucluelet  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  am  about  30  years  of  age.  I  know  this  because  I  was  about  0  years  of  age  at  the  time 
the  Alberni  Mill  stopped  running. 

2.  Have  hunted  seals  all  my  life  since  I  could  throw  a  spear,  and  have  hunted  from  the  beach  and 
in  the  Sound,  and  also  oft"  the  coast  in  schooners,  and  also  in  Behring  Sea,  and  have  never  lost  a  year 
since  I  first  went  hunting. 

3.  I  don't  notice  any  difference  in  the  number  of  seals  I  see  now  when  out  sealing  than  I  did 
when  I  first  went  out  sealing,  and  they  come  here  in  the  Sound  as  plentiful  as  ever,  and  stay  for  a 
month  to  six  weeks,  but  this  year  they  only  staved  about  three  weeks,  as  eight  boats  with  white 
hunters  were  here  hunting  from  the  shore  with  guns,  which  scared  the  seals  and  drove  them  out.  When 
I  would  be  paddling  tip  on  a  seal  which  was  sleeping,  the  white  man  would  fire  a  gun  at  another  seal 
and  my  seal  would  wake  up  and  go  off  before  I  was  able  to  throw  my  spear.  They  are  wild  since  the 
white  man  commenced  hunting  with  the  gun.     I  have  never  used  a  gun. 

4.  In  sealing  in  Barclay  Sound  ami  from  the  beach  this  year  my  canoe  got  35  seals,  and  from  the 
schooner,  along  the  coast  and  up  north,  I  got  07.  I  went  north  and  sealed  all  ah ing  the  coast  from 
Barclay  Sound  to  Mount  Fairweatber  in  the  schooner  "Borealis."  The  number  of  skins  taken  alto- 
gether on  the  schooner  was  043.  Last  year  I  got  50  sealing  from  the  beach  and  in  the  Sound, and  did 
not  go  out  at  all  in  the  schooner. 

5.  I  got  about  the  same  number  of  males  as  females  altogether  but  as  I  went  north  I  think  I  got 
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more  males  than  down  here,  and  I  got  one  very  large  old  hull  off  Mount  Fairweather,  which  I  speared 
through  t  i"  heart,  and  it  died  at  once  and  floated  on  top  of  the  water.  1  don't  ever  remember  having 
got  an  old  cow  that  had  no  pup  in  her  and  no  milk.  Did  not  get  any  grey  pups  this  year;  they  were 
very  scarce,  and  I  onlj  gol  four  last  year,  and  one  of  these  I  caught  by  the  nipper  and  threw  it  in  the 
canoe  alive;  they  sleep  much  sounder  than  the  old  ones. 

ti.  I  have  not  been  in  Behring  Sea  since  1887,  when  I  went  there  in  the  "  Black  Diamond " 
and    gol      1  10    skins    myself.      I    don't    remember    how    many    were    got    altogether.      I    think    I 

cows    than  bulls   up   there,  but    cannot   remember  very  well      The    first    four    days   I 

was  in  the  Sea  I  killed  some  cows  with  pups  in  them,  and  for  a  week  we  got  very  few  skins,  but  the 
captain  showed  a  large  school  of  herring  and  said,  "  If  the  weather  is  fine  to-morrow  you  will  get  lots 
of  skins."  We  did  so,  and  we  got  a  lot.  We  afterwards  got  quite  a  number  of  old  cows  with  milk. 
We  got  no  ptips  there,  and  the  bulls  were  all  old  or  half-grown.  Was  never  near  the  Pribyloff  Islands 
but  once,  and  that  was  when  the  fog  was  very  thick  ;  when  it  lifted,  and  we  saw  the  shore,  we  made 
sail  and  stood  off  to  sea. 

7.  We  use  almost  every  part  of  the  seal — sell  the  skin  to  the  white  man  and  eat  the  meat  and 
save  the  oil.  I.la  the  schooners  the  white  man  takes  the  skin  off  the  seal  and  throws  the  carcass  over- 
board, except  what  is  wanted  to  eat  immediately. 

8.  I  know  of  no  place  along  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  or  in  Barclay  Sound  where  the  seals 
haul  out  and  have  their  young. 

9.  Seals  are  first  seen  along  this  coast  about  Christmas  time,  and  are  seen  till  about  the  time  the 
berries  begin  to  get  ripe,  but  we  only  hum  them  for  about  three  months  from  the  shore,  when  we  go 
away  in  the  schooners.  I  have  always  seen  the  big  ones  come  first,  and  towards  the  middle  of  the 
season  the  smaller  ones  come.  They  are  always  most  plentiful  when  the  herring  are  thickest,  and  I 
have  seen  them  following  the  herring  right  in  here,  where  we  now  are — in  Ucluelet  Harbour — in  the 
night  time,  and  have  gone  out  and  killed  them. 

10.  Ever  since  I  can  remember  we  have  been  hunting  seals  in  Barclay  Sound  and  on  this  coast  of 
Vancouver  Island,  and  generally  hunt  with  two  in  a  canoe,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  we  go  out 
sometimes  with  three  in  a  canoe,  as  the  weather  is  often  very  had.  The  how-man  uses  the  spear.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  season  we  would  not  go  out  any  farther  than  we  could  see  the  waves  breaking  on 
the  rocks,  but  as  the  weather  gets  better  we  go  out  as  far  as  I'll  miles.  Got  more  males  five  or  six  years 
ago  along  this  coast  than  we  do  now.  Don't  know  any  reason  for  this,  unless  it  is  because  they  stay  up 
in  the  Behring  Sea  ami  feed  there. 

11.  If  seals  are  not  asleep  in  the  water,  and  have  their  "  heads  "  up,  I  can  always  tell  a  hull  from 
a  cow,  as  the  bulls  have  a  very  long  neck  and  short  big  head,  and  have  black  whiskers  ;  with  the  very 
old  ones  it  may  he  turning  white  at  the  roots.  The  cows  have  short  necks  and  a  longer  head,  and  grey 
whiskers  if  very  old. 

1'2.  None  of  our  tribe  use  the  gun  hunting  from  shore,  as  the  old  men  get  very  angry  if  we  do,  but 
when  away  with  the  schooners  and  we  are  given  a  gun,  some  of  the  younger  men  use  them. 

1."..  What  has  been  said  by  me  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  and  explained  to  me  in  my 
own  language,  and  I  understand  it,  and  it  is  true,  and  I  have  received  nothing,  nor  lias  anything  been 
promised  me,  for  saying  it. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  HAT-LA-CUNTL,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  Gordon  F.  Grant. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Ucluelet,  in  Barclay  Sound,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  this  9th  day  of  November,  a.i>.  1892. 
I  M-ued)  A.    1'.    SHKRWOOD, 

_~=:  A  Corrrn     ioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  •>/  Wake-a-Nen-Nisk. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  WAKE-A-NEN-NISH,  of  the  village  of  Ucluelet,  on  Vancouver  Island,  do  solemnly  declare 

that  :— 

1.  1  am  the  Chief  of  the  Ucluelet  tribe  of  Indians.and  live  at  the  village  of  Ucluelet,  hut  am  now 
staying  at  Xahmint.  on  the  Alberni  Canal,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island. 

2.  1  was  on  board  of  the  "  Boston  '  (United  States')  man-of-war  at  Ucluelet  in  April  of  this  year. 
Secharl  Jack  (Chileta  and  a  white  man  came  after  me  and  took  me  out  to  where  she  was  am  bored  in 
il„.  harbour  in  front  <<{'  our  village.  I  was  asked  many  questions,  ami  said  there  were  ma  many  seals 
in  the  Sound  and  along  the  coast  this  year,  but  last  year  (1891)  there  were  plenty.  Said  the  reason 
was  thai  this  year  white  men  had  come  in  ami  hunted  them  away  with  guns,  and  made  them  wild. 
Told  th  it  the  seals  did  not  haul  out  and  breed  in  the  Sound  or  on  the  shore,  hut  that  a  long  time  ago 
the  als  used  to  have  their  young  in  the  water  on  this  coast.  I  only  know  this  because  my  grand- 
fathi  i  told  me.  He  told  me  that  the  Indians  formerly  hunted  the  seals  for  their  food,  hut  row  they 
hunted  them  for  their  skins.  White  man  asked  me  how  long  I  thought  it  would  he  before  there  would 
he  no  skins,  and  1  said  that  would  be  impossible;  there  would  always  be  lots  of  skins,,  hut  they  would 
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be  harder  tn  get,  because  the  seals  were  wilder,  and  did  not  come  in  so  close  to  shore  since  they  were 
hunted  by  the  white  man.  White  man  ("  Boston  "  man)  asked  me  if  the  musket  was  any  good  for  huuting 
seals.  I  said  "  No."  tie  said,  "  I  think  not  too."  The  "  Boston  "  (United  States')  man  asked  me  if 
the  white  men  hunting  from  the  schooners  with  the  musket  didn't  lose  two  out  of  five  seals  he  would 
shoot.     I  said,  "  Yes;  that  is  what  they  tell  me." 

3.  I  have  not  hunted  for  ten  years,  as  I  am  too  old  ;  do  not  know  how  old  I  am,  but  I  remember 
when  my  tribe  was  very  large,  and  now  there  are  only  300 — men,  women,  and  children  included. 
Never  hunted  with  the  musket  (gun),  and  never  was  with  any  one  who  did  so,  and  only  know  what  I 
have  been  told  about  it.  Have  always  noticed  that  some  years  the  seal  were  more  plentiful  than 
others,  and  some  years  we  would  get  more,  great  many  more,  than  others  :  years  that  herring  were 
plentiful  were  the  best  years  for  the  seal  to  come  in  shore. 

4.  Before  1  went  to  talk  with  the  white  Tyee  (Chief)  I  was  told  I  would  get  paid  for  it,  and  after 
I  was  done  talking  was  paid  2  dollars,  and  a  plug  of  tobacco  was  also  given  me.  I  think  it  was  the 
Captain  who  paid  me ;  he  had  a  blue  coat  on  with  brass  buttons,  and  peaked  cap.  There  were  six 
white  men  there  when  I  was  talking,  and  an  old  man,  not  the  Captain,  asked  me  the  questions. 

5.  What  I  have  said  here  has  been  read  over  to  me  and  explained  to  me  in  my  own  language  by 
Andrew  Laing,  an  interpreter,  and  I  understand  it,  and  the  same  is  true,  and  I  have  not  been  promised 
anything,  nor  have  I  received  anything,  in  consideration  of  making  this  declaration. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  Tiie  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WAKE-A-NEN-NISH,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  Wm.  ■  Owen. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me,  at  the  village  of  Nahmint,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  this  8th  day 
of  November,  a.h.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Cedar-Kanim,  or  "  Peter." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  CEDAE-KANIM,  or  "  Peter,"  of  the  village  of  TJcluelet,  in  Barclay  Sound,  on  the  west  coast  of 
Vancouver  Island,  do  solemnly  declare  that : — 

1.  I  live  at  the  village  of  Ucluelet,  and  am  a  native  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  and 
belong  to  the  Ucluelet  tribe  of  Indians. 

2.  I  have  been  a  seal-hunter  all  my  life  since.  I  was  aide  to  steer  a  boat  or  handle  a  spear,  but 
have  not  hunted  seals  at  all  for  the  past  three  years,  as  I  am  getting  too  old,  and  let  my  boy  hunt 
for  me. 

3.  When  I  hunted  I  always  hunted  with  a  spear,  and  never  with  a  gun.  Have  hunted  both  from 
the  beach  and  from  schooner.  The  spear  is  2  fathoms  and  a  span  long,  but  is  not  always  the  same 
length,  as  the  stronger  the  man  the  longer  the  spear  he  can  use.  I  never  lost  a  seal  when  the  spear 
fastened  ;  would  not  throw  more  than  two  lengths  of  the  spear,  and  would  very  seldom  miss  at  that 
distance,  and  it  always  fastens  when  it  hits. 

4.  In  all  my  sealing  I  have  got  about  as  many  males  as  females ;  this  is  along  the  coast  and  in 
the  Sound.  Have  never" been  to  Behring  Sea.  Not  all  the  cows  have  pups  in  them,  only  the  very  old 
ones.  Never  saw  a  cow  with  milk  along  the  coast.  Never  saw  a  white-whiskered  cow — old  cow — 
along  the  coast  that  had  not  a  pup  in  her. 

"5.  Seals  come  into  Barclay  Sound  every  year,  and  I  have  seen  them  right  in  here  where  the  boat 
is  anchored,  and  saw  them  in  here  last  spring.  Some  years  ago  they  were  very  plentiful;  years  the 
herring  are  very  plentiful  in  the  Sound  and  along  the  coast  seals  are  very  plentiful,  and  come  in  close 
to  land.  Up  to  the  time  I  gave  up  hunting  three  years  ago  I  did  not  notice  that  the  seals  were  less  in 
number  than  six  or  seven  years  ago,  and  I  don't  think  there  is  any  danger  of  their  all  being  killed  off; 
there  will  always  be  skins. 

6.  What  1  have  here  said  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  me  and  explained  in  my  own 
language,  and  is  true,  and  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  for 
saying  it. 

7.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CEDAE-KANIM,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  Gordon  F.  Grant. 

A.  D.  Laing. 


[118]  2  T 


1G0 

1,  At-Clappa,  or  "  John,"  of  the  village  of  Ucluelet  aforesaid,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  1  am  a  native  of  the  same  tribe  as  Cedar-Kanim,  and  live  close  by  him,  and  have  heard 
what  has  been  here  said  by  him,  and  it  is  true,  and  is  what  1  think.  I  have  killed  five  old  cows  with 
two  pups  in  them. 

2.  1  have  not  hunted  for  three  years  myself,  because  I  have  been  very  unlucky  in  losing  five  of 
my  children  in  the  last  three  years,  and  felt  very  down-hearted,  and  not  like  hunting. 

3.  'What  we  have  said  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  us,  and  explained  to  us  in  our  own 
language,  and  we  understand  it.  and  it  is  true.  Nothing  has  been  paid  to  me  or  promised  to  me  for 
saying  what  I  have  said. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  AT-CLAPPA,  his  x  mark. 

"Witnesses : 
(Signed)  Gordon  F.  Grant. 

A.  1>.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me,  at  the  village  of  Ucluelet,  in  Barclay  Sound,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  this  9th  day  of  November,  a.i>.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.   P.  Sur.Rv 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Atelu. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  ATELU,  of  the  Ahousat  tribe  of  Indians,  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  that : — 

1.  I  live  at  the  village  of  Ahousat,  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  and  am  the  Chief  of  the  Ahousat  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  am  about  25  years  of  age. 

2.  Ever  since  I  knew  how  to  work  I  have  been  a  sealer.  I  have  sealed  from  the  beach  and  from 
a  schooner,  and  have  used  both  the  spear  and  gun.  Prom  the  beach  I  use  a  spear,  and  from  a  schooner 
I  use  spear  and  gun  ;  the  gun  is  given  me  by  the  captain. 

3.  I  have  never  killed  any  seal  inside  Clayoquol  Sound — they  are  always  outside  the  rocks,  but 
I  have  killed  them  along  the  coast  outside,  all  the  way  up  to  Behring  Sea.  I  have  not  hunted  from 
the  beach  for  three  or  four  years,  not  since  the  schooners  commenced  coming  here  regularly  ;  I  prefer 
going  in  the  schooners  because  it  is  not  so  dangerous,  for  oi  r  hunting  from  the  beach  there  were 
more  than  forty  natives  lost  in  one  day,  of  which  number  there  were  three  of  my  tribe.  This  year  I 
was  on  the  "  Sapphire,"  and  got  117  in  my  canoe,  and  the  total  catch  of  the  schooner  was  972.  Last 
year,  1891,  I  was  also  in  the  "Sapphire,"  and  my  canoe  got  317  -kins  ;  I  cannot  tell  the  whole  number 
got  by  the  schooner ;  there  were  fourteen  canoes  on  the  schooner  each  year;  I  cannot  remember  how 
many  I  got  in  other  years,  but  think  in  1800  I  got  192. 

4.  I  do  not  think  there  are  as  many  seals  now  as  in  1886  when  I  first  went  north.  I  do  not  see 
so  many.  I  mean  fchej  are  not  so  plentiful  near  shore  on  account  of  the  shooting  by  the  white  men; 
they  are  further  out,  and  wilder  and  Larder  to  get  at,  but  I  think  there  are  just  as  many  skins. 

5.  We  first  go  out  hunting  them  about  the  1st  March,  and  they  are  seen  off  here  for  about  three 
or  four  months.  Along  here  the  pups  are  seen  first,  and  when  it  blows  hard  they  come  in  very  close 
toTtTe  rocks.  Years  the  herring  come  in  very  thickly  the  seal  are  the  most  plentiful.  1  never  heard 
of  their  hauling  out  on  this  coast. 

6.  I  think  I  get  more  cows  than  bulls  throughout  any  season's  catch.  I  know  that  off  this  coast 
we  get  more  cows,  but  as  we  get  north  we  get  more  bulls.     I  have  never  seen  a  large  bull  on  the  coast 

till  1  gel  north  as  far  as  Sitka.     Many  of  the  cows,  old  sows  along  th a  ixrying  pups,  but  I 

have  often  killed  old  white-whiskered  rows  that  have  no  pups  nor  milk;  I  have  not  got  many  grey 
pups  this  year.  In  10  killed,  about  5  would  be  cows;  and  3  of  these  would  be  large  ones  carrying 
pup,  and  the  other  2  would  be  medium-sized  cows;  the  other  5  would  be  mostly  young  bulls.  1 
just  guess  this,  for  we  are  paid  by  the  skin  and  we  never  keep  any  account  of  the  kinds. 

7  Always  try  to  be  very  careful  with  both  gun  and  -pear,  and  never  use  either  beyond  3  or 
4  fathoms ;  this  is  the  reason  1  do  not  lose  many.  When  two  are  togethi  \  1  spear  one  and  shoot  the 
other;  if  om-  is  alone,  and  I  see  lie  is  going  to  wake  up,  I  shoot  him,  and  paddle  up  quickly  and  use  a 
spear  as  a  gaff  if  he  is  sinking.  Am  just  as  ci  rtain  with  the  gun  as  with  the  spear,  and  would  not  lose 
more  t   a  i  one  in  ten  I  would  tire  at  or  at  which  I  would  throw  a  spear. 

8.  I  can  always  tell  a  cow  from  a  bull  in  the  water,  whether  it  is  sleeping  or  waking,  as  the 
female  ha-  a  white  breast,  and  the)  always  lie  so  that  one  can  see  it. 

9.  Have  sealed  in  Behring  Sea  four  years,  anil  was  last  there  in  1891.  I  cannot  tell  how  many 
skins  [got  there  in  each  year,  but  know  that  in  1K86,  my  first  year  there,  I  got  I'll'  along  the  coast 
and  in  the  sea,  and  in  1891.  my  last  year  there,  1  got  o]7  along  the  coast  and  in  the  sea;  this  is 
perhaps  because  I  am  a  better  sealer  now  than  then.  All  the  old  cows  I  got  there  had  milk.  1  never 
got  one  with  a  pup  in  her  (there). 
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10.  What  has  been  here  said  by  me  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  me,  and  explained 
to  me  in  my  own  language,  and  1  understand  it,  and  it  is  true,  and  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor 
has  anything  been  promised  me,  for  saying  it. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ATELU,  his  x  mark. 

"Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 


I,  Ah-nah-yook,  of  Eefuge  Cove,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  do  solemnly  declare 
that  :— 

1.  I  am  the  Chief  of  the  Manuawasset  Indian  tribe,  and  live  in  Eefuge  Cove,  on  the  west  coast 
of  Vancouver  Island. 

2.  I  have  been  sealing  all  my  life  along  the  coast  up  north,  and  in  Behring  Sea. 

3.  I  have  been  present  here  while  Atelu  has  told  about  the  seal,  and  have  heard  all  he  has  said, 
and  it  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  and  explained  to  him  and  me  in  our  own  language  as 
what  I  have  said,  and  I  understand  it,  and  what  he  has  said  is  what  I  think  also;  and  I  have  not  been 
paid  nor  promised  anything  for  saying  this. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  AH-NAH-YOOK  (or  "  SWAN  "),  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me  by  Atelu  and  Ah-nah-yook  afore-mentioned,  at  the  village  of  Ahousat,  in 
Clayoquot  Sound,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  this  10th  day  of  November,  a.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Qui-an-Ah,  or  "  Punch." 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  QUI-AN-AH,  or  "Punch,"  of  the  village  of  Ahousat,  on  Clayoquot  Sound,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  That  I  am  a  native  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  live  in  the  village  of  Ahousat, 
on  Clayoquot  Sound,  and  am  a  member  of  the  Ahousat  tribe  of  Indians. 

2.  I  am  a  sealer,  and  have  been  so  all  my  life  since  I  was  strong  enough  to  throw  a  spear,  and 
have  sealed  from  the  shore  in  canoes  and  also  off  the  coast  in  schooners  off  Vancouver  Island  and  all 
along  up  north  into  the  Behring  Sea.  I  always  go  hunting  every  year  for  seals  since  1  commenced 
about  eight  years  ago.  I  have  never  seen  any  seals  in  Clayoquol  Sound,  and  we  do  not  now  hunt  from 
shore,  and  have  not  done  so  for  about  three  years,  as  the  schooners  come  here  very  early  for  us  lo  take 
us  out,  and  we  would  rather  seal  from  them.  We  do  not  commence  sealing  here  for  a  mouth  and  a-half 
to  two  months  after  they  commence  at  Barclay  Sound. 

.">.  The  seals  seem  to  be  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  when  I  first  commenced  sealing.  I  use 
both  the  spear  and  the  gun,  and  I  like  one  as  well  as  the  other.  If  the  seal  is  sleeping  very  soundly  I 
use  the  spear,  but  if  I  see  he  is  waking  up  1  shoot  him  and  then  use  my  spear  as  a  gaff  to  prevent  him 
from  sinking,  and  I  very  seldom  lose  a  seal  that  I  shoot  at.  If  I  see  two  seals  sleeping  on  the  water  1 
never  use  the  gun,  as  the  noise  of  shooting  one  wakes  the  other,  but  I  use  the  spear  and  get  them  both. 
I  never  shoot  if  the  seal  is  "breeching,"  ami  never  shoot  nor  throw  the  spear  if  the  seal  is  more  than 
5  or  6  fathoms  off.  I  am  a  very  careful  hunter,  and  would  not  lose  1  in  10  with  either  spear 
or  gun. 

4.  I  was  hunting  for  three  months  this  year  in  the  schooner  "  Sapphire,"  and  went  as  far  as 
Kadiak  Island,  but  only  got  :.;i;  seals.  The  schooner's  take  was  i)72  for  the  season.  The  weather  was 
very  rough  or  we  would  have  done  better.  There  were  fourteen  canoes  on  the  schooner  and  two  boats, 
but  the  I  mats  wen'  not  used.  1  was  out  in  the  same  schooner  last  year  (1S91),  but  got  very  few,  as  an 
accident  happened  to  the  Indian  who  was  in  the  canoe  with  me,  who  was  killed,  and  I  then  went  as  a 
sailor  ami  did  not  hunt.  I  cannot  remember  how  many  I  got  any  year  but  this  year,  but  the  first  year 
I  went  to  Behring  Sea  I  got  130.  I  was  in  the  "  Grace"  that  year.  It  was  in  1886,  I  think.  I  have 
been  four  times  in  the  Behring  Sea. 

5.  Along  the  coast  I  have  got  more  cows  than  bulls,  but  as  I  have  gone  north  near  the  Behring 
Sea,  and  in  the  Sea,  1  have  got  more  bulls  than  cows.  This  has  always  happened.  I  have  never 
noticed  any  difference.  I  have  never  noticed  any  in  milk  till  I  got  to  the  Behring  Sea.  Along  the 
coast  I  have  got  a  good  many  cows  with  pup,  and  have  also  got  old  cows  not  carrying  a  pup,  but  have 
never  got  an  old  bull  until  I  got  as  far  as  Sitka.     Six  of  my  catch  this  year  were  grey  pups ;  they  are 
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nearly  always  males,  but  two  of  mine  were  females.     After  T  got  into  Behring  Sea  I  have  never  got  a 
cow  with  a  pup  in  her,  but  plenty  with  milk,  and  a  good  many  bulls,  young  and  old.     "When  we  first 
ing  bulls,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  season  we  get  the  large  ones. 

6.  It  the  seals  are  sleeping  on  the  water  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  are  cows  or  hulls,  hut  if  awake 
and  moving  tln-ir  heads  above  water  I  can  always  tell. 

7.  I  know  of  no  place  along  the  coast  where  the  seals  haul  out  and  have  their  young,  nor  have  I 
ever  seen  them  on  the  rocks  or  beach. 

8.  Years  the  herring  are  plentiful  on  the  coast  there  are  a  great  many  seals,  and  when  scarce  the 
the  seals  are  scarce. 

9.  Two  months  after  Christmas  seals  are  first  seen  off  here — a  few  at  first,  but  as  the  weather 
gets  warmer  they  increase.     I  cannot  tell  whether  the  large  or  small  come  first  ;  they  come  mixed. 

10.  There  are  just  as  many  skins  now  as  when  1  first  commenced  hunting,  but  there  are  so  many 
white  hunters  and  schooners  hunting  them  now  with  guns  that  they  are  getting  much  wilder  and  keep 
farther  off  sin 

11.  What  lias  been  here  said  by  me  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  me  and  explained  to 
me  in  my  own  language,  and  I  understand  it,  and  it  is  true,  and  I  have  not  been  paid  nor  promised 
anything  for  saying  it. 

And  1  make  tliis  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  Tiie  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  QUI-AX-AH,  his  x  mark. 

"Witnesses  : 
(Signed)  Gordon  F.  Grant. 

A.  1).  Laixg. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Ahousat,  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  10th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  1'.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  1'olicc  for  Canada. 


Dccla  ra  I  iu  n  of  En  octo. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  EXOCTO,  of  the  Ahousat  tribe  of  Indians,  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  in  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  that : — 

1.  I  live  at  the  villa,'.'  of  Ahousat,  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  on  the  west  coast  of  Van:ouver  Island, 
and  am  one  of  the  Ahousat  tribe  of  Indians. 

2.  I  am  a  seal-hunter,  and  have  always  been  one  since  I  have  been  strong  enough ;  have  sealed 
from  the  beach  and  from  schooners,  and  all  along  the  coast  into  Behring  Sea.  I  have  never  missed  a 
season  since  I  first  hunted  ;  for  the  last  few  years,  since  the  schooners  have  been  coming  here,  I  have 
not  hunted  from  the  beach,  because  I  like  the  schooner  better,  and  it  is  easier  to  get  on  board  if  the 
wind  comes  up. 

3.  I  hunted  from  the  scboonei  "  Sapphire  "  for  the  last  four  years.  I  have  always  "headed"  the 
canoe,  and  do  the  spearing  or  shooting,  as  I  use  both  the  gun  and  spear.  I  am  not  a  very  good  shot, 
and  like  the  spear  best.  The  spear  does  not  make  a  noise  the  same  as  the  gun,  and  does  not  make  the 
seals  wild  or  wake  them  up  if  sleepinc;.  I  hardly  ever  lose  one  with  the  spear,  and  I  always 
use  it  if  I  can,  but  if  the  seal  is  waking  I  use  the  gun,  and  am  careful  with  it,  and  generally 
geQBje  seal.  I  use  my  spear  as  a  gaff  after  I  shoot,  and  don't  remember  when  I  have  lost  the  seal  I 
have  hit 

4.  This  year  is  the  first  I  have  in  it  been  in  the  Behring  Sea  for  several  vears  ;  we  only  went  as 
far  as  Kadiak.  I  got  60  skins;  in  1S91  I  got  280;  iu  1890,  110;  and  in  1889,  140:  and  cannot 
remember  what  I  got  other  years.  I  think  the  seals  are  just  as  thick  now  as  some  years  ago,  but  they 
are  wilder,  and  do  net  sleep  as  they  used  to,  and  are  harder  to  get.  Some  years  there  are  more  than 
others,  and  years  the  herring  are  plentiful  along  the  coast  there  are  more  seals. 

5.  We  first  see  them  oil'  this  coast  from  a  month  and  a-half  to  two  months  after  Christmas,  and 
they  stay  for  about  two  months  and  a-half.     The  small  ones  come  first. 

6.  I  cannot  say  whether  1  get  more  cows  than  bulls,  or  bulls  than  cows,  for  we  are  paid  by  the 
skin,  and  nevi  what  they  are;  v.  dte  a  few  old  cows  not  carrying  pups  and  not  having 
milk  ;  get  quite  a  number  "f  cows  carryinp  pups  along  the  coast,  but  have  got  them  carrying  pup  and 
with  milk  after  passing  Kadiak.  Never  get  any  large  bulls  till  I  get  up  to  Behring  Sea,  when  I  get  a 
good  many  large  ones. 

7.  The  big  nias  we  gel  along  the  coast  are  generally  cows,  the  small  ones  bulls.  The  cows  have 
a  whiter  breast  and  neck  than  the  bulls. 

8.  In  hunting  from  the  schooners  we  were  paid  2  dollars  a  skin  up  to  last  year,  when  we  were 
paid  3  dollars;  and  this  year  we  were  promised  4  dollars,  but  when  we  returned  from  sealing  were 
paid  oil' with  3  dollars. 

9.  What  has  been  here  said  by  me  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  me,  and  explained  in 
my  own  language,  and  I  understand  it,  and  it  is  true,  and  I  have  not  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything 
been  promised  me,  for  saying  it. 
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And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  victor) 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ENOCTO,  his  x  mark. 

"Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 


I,  Quat-loose,  or  "Sam;  Fred;  Snit-hatehest ;  Peter;  Shooksa,  or  "Joe;"  Keelthlah;  John 
Weiqlha  ;  Yacootlish,  or  "  George  ;"  Mucklemiek  ;  Kawannass ;  and  Sheenah,  do  solemnly  declare  :— 

1.  That  we  are  natives  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  live  at  the  village  of  Ahousat, 
in  Clayoquot  Sound,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  and  are  all  members  of  the  Ahousat  tribe  of 
Indians. 

2.  We  have  heard  what  has  been  said  by  Enocto  here  present  about  the  seals  and  hunting  seals, 
and  it  is  what  we  think  and  know  about  them. 

3.  We  are  all  seal-hunters,  and  use  both  the  spear  and  the  gun,  and  would  just  as  soon  use  the 
one  as  the  other,  and  are  just  as  sure  of  getting  the  seal  with  one  as  the  other,  and  scarcely 
lose  any,  and  no  good  hunter  need  lose  many.  All  our  tribe  use  the  gun,  both  young  and  old,  and 
like  it. 

4.  What  we  have  here  said,  and  what  Enocto  has  said,  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  and 
explained  to  us  in  our  own  language,  and  we  understand  it,  and  it  is  what  we  think,  and  we  have  not 
been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  to  us,  for  saying  this. 

And  we  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  QUAT-LOOSE,  his  x  mark. 

FRED,  ditto. 

SUIT-HATOHEST,  ditto. 
PETEE,  ditto. 
KAWANNASS,  ditto. 
SHOOKSA,  ditto. 
KEELTHLAH,  ditto. 
JOHN  WE1QHLA,  ditto. 
YACOOTLISH,  ditto. 
MUCKLEMICK,  ditto. 
SHEENAH,  ditto. 


Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John 

A.  D. 


T.  Walburn. 
Laixg. 


Signed  and  declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  Ahousat,  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  on  the  west  coast 
of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  11th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Hiyh-eit-Lick-Sheel. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
to  wit : 

I,  HIGH-EIT-LICK-SHEEL,  of  the  Ahousat  tribe  of  Indians,  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly  declare  that : — 

1.  I  live  at  Ahousat,  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island. 

2.  Am  a  seal-hunter,  and  have  been  so  all  my  life  since  I  could  steer  a  boat  or  handle 
a  spear. 

3.  Seals  do  not  come  into  this  Sound,  and  we  natives  prefer  sealing  from  schooners  than  from  the 
shore. 

4.  I  use  both  the  spear  and  gun,  as  do  all  my  tribe,  and  we  like  one  as  well  as  the  other.  A  good 
hunter  with  a  gun  need  not  lose  any  more  seals  tban  with  a  spear.  I  lose  very  few  with  either,  as  I 
never  shoot  or  throw  a  spear  when  a  seal  is  beyond  3  or  4  fathoms'  distance  from  me.  After  I  shoot  I 
paddle  up  quickly  and  spear  the  seal  if  I  see  he  is  sinking. 

5.  Seals  are  more  plentiful  some  years  than  others,  just  as  with  ducks  and  other  birds  and  fish. 
Have  noticed  that  when  the  feed  is  plentiful  the  seals  are  also  plentiful,  and  I  do  not  think  they  are 
fewer  than  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  though  they  are  wilder  from  having  so  many  hunting  them  and 
using  guns. 

6.  Captains  of  schooners  pay  us  by  the  skin.  So  we  have  no  reason  to  care  whether  seals  are 
cows  or  bulls,  or  large  or  small.  Some  years  we  get  more  bulls  than  cows,  and  some  more  cows  than 
bulls.  This  year  I  get  a  good  many  pups.  Sometimes  I  have  got  old  cows  without  carrying  pups  and 
without  having  milk. 

7.  Except  the  year  1891  I  have  never  missed  a  season  from  hunting  seals,  and  now  always  hunt 
from  a  schooner  alone.    Have  been  four  times  into  Behring  Sea — first  in  1886  and  last  in  1890.    I  was 
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in  the  schooners  "Grace."  "Black  Diamond,"  "Pathfinder,"  and  "Sapphire."  I  got  96  skins  when  in 
the  "Grace,"  and  met  with  an  accident,  heing  shot  in  the  arm,  ami  had  to  stop  hunting,  I  cannot 
remember  what  I  got  on  any  of  the  other  schooners.  This  year  1  got  61  skins.  We  only  went  as  far 
as  Kadiak. 

8.  What  lias  been  here  said  by  me  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  me  and  explained  in 
my  own  language,  and  I  understand  it,  and  it  is  true,  and  1  have  not  been  given  anything,  nor  has 
any  been  promised  me,  for  saying  what  1  have  said. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  HIGH-EIT-LICK-SHEEL,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses: 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walbuiin. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Signed  and  declared  before  me  at  the  village  of  San  Juan,  on  the  west  eoast  of  Vancouver  Island, 
in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  12th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police,  for  Canada. 


Declaration  of  Charlie  Quislo, 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
tn  wit : 

I,  CHARLIE  QUISTO,  of  the  village  of  San  Juan,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  do 
solemnly  declare  that : — ' 

1.  I  am  a  native  of  the  west  eoast  of  Vancouver  Island,  am  a  Pachenah  Indian,  and  reside  in  the 
village  of  San  Juan,  and  am  the  Chief  of  my  tribe. 

1'.  I  am  a  hunter  and  fisherman,  and  have  hunted  seals  since  I  was  a  boy,  from  the  beach  and 
from  schooners.  Have  hunted  from  Columbia  River  to  Barclay  Sound,  and  from  there  to  the 
Behring  Sea. 

3.  Rtght  after  Christmas  we  move  from  here  to  Kah-light  (or  K'Lyde),  on  the  coast  where  there  is 
a  nice  beach,  and  we  stay  there  for  a  month  before  we  are  able  to  hunt,  as  the  weather  is  so  bad.  That 
is  where  I  saw  my  first  seal,  and  I  have  seen  them  up  the  Straits  as  far  as  Pace  Rocks,  about  3  miles 
from  shore.     I  hunt  from  the  shore  for  about  two  months,  and  then  go  north  in  the  schooner. 

4.  I  always  use  a  spear,  and  prefer  it  to  the  gun.  Have  never  been  with  a  white  man  or  other 
Indian  who  used  a  gun.  and  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  but  I  don't  think  it  is  any  good;  lots  of 
my  people  have  been  hurt  with  them.  When  picking  one  up  in  a  hurry,  when  seeing  a  seal,  it  is 
liable  to  go  off  and  hurt  or  kill  the  other  man  in  the  canoe.  All  my  tribe  want  to  use  the  spear  only, 
as  the  gun  makes  the  seal  wild.  When  we  are  paddling  up  on  a  seal  some  one  shoots  with  a  gun  and 
it  raises  its  head  and  looks  round  and  goes  off.  I  throw  the  spear  from  3  to  5fathoms,  and  seldom  miss 
with  it. 

.""p.  The  seals  come  to  this  coast  just  as  many  as  ever,  but  there  are  so  many  white  hunters 
now  hunting  with  the  gun  that  they  frighten  them  right  away,  and  make  them  wilder  and  harder 
to  kill. 

6.  I  did  not  hunt  from  the  shore  this  year,  but  went  out  in  the  schooner  "  Fawn,"  and  got  39  skins. 
The  catch  for  the  schooner  was  430  with  1 0  canoes  and  1  boat.  We  went  as  far  north  as  Kadiak  last 
year  (1891)  ;  I  got  100.  We  went  into  the  Behring  Sea,  and  the  schooner  "  Borealis"  got  a  little  over 
1,00^  with  12  canoes  and  1  boat.     I  do  not  remember  how  many  I  got  other  years. 

7.  Sorne  years  seals  are  more  plentiful  than  others,  and  years  the  herring  are  plentiful  the  seals  are 
always  very  plentiful. 

8.  Taking  it  altogether,  I  get  about  half  cows  and  half  bulls — young  and  old — but  never  get  any 
of  the  large  bulls  till  we  get  north  as  far  as  Sitka. 

Almost  all  the  large  cows  have  pups  in  them  that  we  get  along  the  coast,  but  we  get  some  that 

have  no  pups.     When  in  Behring  Sea  we  get  cows  with  milk  and  no  pups;  have  never  got  a  cow 

j  ing  a  pup  after  getting  into  Behring  Sea.     It  is  six  years  now  since  the  wdiite  hunters  came  to  take 

us  north  to  Behring  Sea,  but  about  twenty  years  since  they  first  came  to  take  us  hunting  off  this  coast. 

In  1886  we  got  paid  2  dollars  a  skin,  but  for  the  last  two  years  we  have  got  4  dollars. 

9.  What  has  been  here  said  by  me  has  been  written  down  and  read  over  to  me,  and  explained  in 
my  owm  language,  and  I  understand  it,  and  it  is  true  ;  and  nothing  has  been  paid  me,  or  promised  to  me, 
for  saying  what  I  have  said. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHARLIE  QUISTO,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  John  T.  Walbukn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 
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I,  See-ah-Sum,  or  "  Jimmy  Crackhorn  ;"  and  Wech-Tin,  or  "  August,"  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  we  are  natives  of  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  belong  to  the  Paeheiiah  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  live  at  the  \  illage  of  San  Juan. 

2.  We  have  heard  what  has  been  said  by  Charlie  Quisto,  our  Chief,  about  the  seals,  and  it  is 
what  we  think  and  believe,  and  it  has  been  read  over  and  explained  to  him  and  us,  and  we  under- 
stand it,  and  nothing  has  been  paid  us,  or  promised  to  us,  for  saying  what  we  have  said. 

And  we  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  SEE-AH-SUM,  his  x  mark. 

WECH-TIN,  ditto. 
Witnesses : 
Signed)  John  T.  Walburn. 

A.  D.  Laing. 

Declared  before  me   at  the  village  of  San  Juan,  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  12th  day  of  November,  A.D.  1892. 
(oignea;  A.  P.  Sherwood, 

A  Commissioner  of  Police  for  Canada. 


Dalit  ration  of  Sant-e. 

S.W'T-K,  an  Indian  hunter  from  Barclay  Sound,  now  on  steam-schooner  "  Mischief,"  declares:— 

That  he  has  for  about  fifteen  years  been  going  out  as  a  seal-hunter;  went  out  first  on  the  "  Anna 
Beck  "  or  the  "Thornton."  Does  not  think  there  is  quite  as  many  seals  now  as  there  were  at  first,  but 
they  are  not  much  scarcer,  only  thin.  Always  has  hunted  with  a  spear  ;  never  loses  a  seal  that  is 
struck. 

About  six  years  before  the  first  schooner  came  to  Barclay  Sound  he  sealed  from  the  shore,  and  has 
been  going  out  early  in  the  season  ever  since.  Sometimes  two  men  go  out  in  a  canoe,  sometimes  three, 
The  farthest  I  ever  went  from  shore  was  about  25  miles.  As  many  seals  were  got  last  year  as  in  any 
previous  year  by  the  canoe  I  hunted  with.  The  first  seals  were  seen  about  the  first  week  in  December. 
In  former  years  seals  were  got  as  late  as  duly,  but  now  never  later  than  June  off  Barclay  Sound. 
Never  beard  of  seals  hauling  out  near  Vancouver  Island.  More  males  than  females  are  taken  if  grey 
pups  are  counted,  more  females  if  the  young  ones  are  not  counted.  All  the  females  are  not  with  young  ; 
some  of  them  are  barren.  Seals  off  Barclay  Sound  eat  salmon,  herring,  codfish,  and  squid.  Have 
never  seen  a  young  pup  swimming. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  Indian  Sant-e  was  examined  by  Mr.  Macoun  in  my  presence  and  that  of 
tins,  Douglas,  Billy,  Peter,  Joe,  Dan,  Charlie,  Taylor,  and  Taylor  No.  2,  who  heard  the  questions  asked 
him  and  the  answers  given,  and  all  are  Barclay  Sound  Indians,  and  agree  that  the  evidence  given  by 
Sant-e  has  been  their  own  experience,  although  all  have  not  bunted  for  the  same  length  of  time  that 
be  has. 

(Signed)  WM.  PETIT. 

The  proportion  of  female  seals  to  males  taken  this  year  by  the  above  hunters  is  as  below ;  figures 
given  by  themselves  : — 

Sant-e,  66  seals:  nearly  all  males. 

Charlie,  80  seals;  more  males  than  females. 

(bis,  95  seals  ;  has  not  taken  many  females. 

Douglas,  73  seals ;  only  1  female. 

Billy,  in  canoe  with  Charlie. 

Peter,  in  canoe  with  Gus. 

Joe,  41  seals  ;  not  many  females. 

Taylor,  88  seals ;  more  males  than  females. 

Taylor  No.  2  was  in  canoe  with  Johnnie,  a  hunter  who  is  not  here ;  86  seals  were  taken ;  not 
more  than  11  were  females. 

Tommie,  59  seals ;  more  males  than  females. 

All  have  seen  barren  females  this  year  among  those  taken,  but  no  count  was  kept  of  them.  None 
of  the  above  hunters  have  seen  seals  of  one  age  or  sex  travelling  together  ;  all  are  mixed. 

o  DO? 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  heard  the  questions  asked  the  Indians  mentioned  above,  and  the 
answers  given  by  them,  and  certify  that  they  were  as  set  down  above. 

(Signed)  WM.  PETIT. 

Port  Etches,  June  17,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Andrew  D.  Laing. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  ANDREW  D.  LAING,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Dominion 
of  Canada,  master  mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  since  1871  I  have  been  trading  with  and  employing  Indians,  and  fully  understand 
Chinook,  the  language  used  between  the  Whites  and  Indians  all  along  the  Pacific  coast. 
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2.  That  I  acted  as  interpreter  for  Mr.  A.  F.  Sherwood  in  obtaining  the  declarations  of  the  Indians 
at  tin-  places  and  on  the  days  set  out  in  the  Schedule  hereto  annexed,  marked  (A). 

3.  Thai  I  truly  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  skill  interpreted  what  each  and  even-  of  the 
Indians  in  said  Schedule  named  said,  and  when  all  was  written  down  in  each  and  every  case  1  inter- 
preted and  explained  to  the  declarant  what  was  so  written,  and  solemnly  declare  that  each  and  every 
of  the  Indians  so  named  respectively  fully  understood  the  statements  in  the  declaration  so  made  by 
him  before  making  or  signing  the  same,  and  that  the  signature  or  mark  of  each  and  every  such  Indian 
was  made  in  the  presence  of  the  person  or  persons  who  respectively  signed  each  such  declaration  as  a 
witness. 

4.  That  each  and  every  of  the  said  declarations  were  freely  and  voluntarily  made  by  the  several 
Indians  subscribing  thereto,  and  that  no  threat,  inducement,  reward,  or  promise  of  reward  was  in  any 
case  i  held  out  to  the  said  Indians  in  order  to  obtain  the  same,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Indians  were  plainly  told  that  nothing  would  be  given  or  promised  to  them  to  make  or  sign  the  said 
declarations. 

Aisd  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  D.  LAING. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Andrew  D.  Laing  before  me,  the  Undersigned,  a  Notary 
Public  duly  commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  this  5th  day  of  December.  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  Francis  B.  Gkegoey, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  tin:  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 

Schedule  (A). 

NAMES  of  the  Indians  of  the  TTest  Coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  by  whom,  places  where,  and  dates- 
when  the  Declarations  interpreted  and  explained  by  Andrew  D.  Laing  were  made  and  declared. 


Name. 

Place. 

Date. 

Name. 

Place. 

Date. 

Hit-Hitle,  or  Peter 

Port  San  Juan  . . 

Nov  2,  1892. 

Wahka,  or  Billy., 

Alberni 

Nov.  7,  1892. 

Kasado,  or  Tom  ..              .. 

,,               . . 

,, 

Nahwyka,  or  Tom 

„ 

Higb-eit-lick-sheil 

>t               »  • 

Nov.  12,  1802. 

Clap-light-up        ..                ». 

j» 

Charlie  Quiste     .. 

,,               . . 

„ 

Tsawassup,  or  Joe 

',',                    '■'. 

** 

See-ah-Sum         ■• 

>>               • . 

,, 

Tootush                ..               ,. 

>> 

Weech-tin 

»>               •  • 

„ 

Imihip..                ..                .. 

tt 

>* 

So-y-uk 

Ohiat . . 

Nov.  4,  1892. 

Ehenchesut 

91 

Clawannack 

,,     .. 

Louis     Annetz-a-ehell    and 

Thompson 

■     •  ■               •  • 

Annetz-a-chcll,  or  Jack  . . 

Okoolah 

Nov.  8,  1892, 

Jack      .. 

99 

Wake-a-nen-nish 

Nabmint            . . 

,, 

Too-tootch 

. .               •  • 

Charles  Hayaks  .. 

Alberni 

Nov.  5,  1892. 

Jimmy.. 

•  •               •  • 

>t 

Hat-la-Cuntl 

Uchulet 

Nov.  9,  1892. 

Shoultwick 

»j     • •               •  • 

Leder-Katum 

j> 

IP 

Hanaisum 

j»     • •               ■  • 

>» 

At-Clappa 

>>                  •  • 

it 

Clahoute 

»>      •  •               •  • 

>t 

Atelu    .. 

Ahouset              . . 

Nov.  10,  1892. 

Clahapisum 

,, 

Ah-hayock 

» 

»» 

Chileta 

Alberni 

Not.  5,  1892. 

Qui-an-ah 

»i 

,, 

Charles  Hayaks 

»t                     •  • 

,, 

Fnocto 

$i 

Nov.  11,  1892. 

Oquaglui,  or  Charlie 

» 

,, 

Quat-loose 

tt 

,i 

H  arry   . . 

» 

„ 

Fred      .. 

tt                    •  • 

tt 

Charlie 

it                     •  • 

„ 

Suit-hatchest 

>t                   •  • 

„ 

Kach-kach-ah 

„ 

,, 

Peter     . . 

it 

tt 

SeeJJfish 

»»                     •  • 

i> 

Kawanness 

»i 

,» 

ClatTa-koi,  or  Billy 

,,                     . . 

>i 

Shooksa 

t>                    •  • 

„ 

Kiekiana                . .                . . 

j» 

,, 

Keel-thlah 

M 

II 

Keshuqua,  or  Jack 

»»                      •  • 

Nov.  7,  1892- 

John  Weighha 

., 

tt 

Clalchu,  or  Jinks 

>> 

„ 

Yacoottish 

tt                                       •  * 

>> 

Click-la-hooto     .. 

,, 

,, 

Mucklemick 

tt 

,, 

Clots-miek,  or  Sante 

" 

Sheenah                . .               . . 

This  is  the  Schedule  referred  to  and  marked   (A)  in  the  declaration  of  Andrew  D. 
scribed  and  declared  before  me  this  5th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  Feani  is   B.  <  rREGOKY, 

A  Notary  Public  in  ami  for  the  Produce  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Laing,  sub- 
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III.— TESTIMONY   ON   VARIOUS   POINTS   RELATING  TO   SEALS   AND 

SEALING. 


Declaration  of  T/iorwal  Mathason. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  THORWAL  MATHASON,  of  the  city  of  Victoria  and  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare: — 

1.  That  some  time  last  April  a  man  whom  I  did  not  know  met  me  on  the  street  and  asked  if  I 
had  been  sealing.  I  told  him  that  1  had.  He  invited  me  into  the  Occidental  Hotel,  where  we  had  I 
drink  together.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  make  a  couple  of  dollars,  and  as  I  was  hard  up  a 
said  "  Yes."  He  took  me  to  the  Driard  Hotel.  There  was  a  gentleman  there  who  asked  me  questions. 
I  was  asked  what  percentage  of  females  had  been  killed  the  year  before  when  I  was  out,  and  I  told  him 
about  three  out  of  five  were  females.  He  did  not  ask  me  how  many  seals  were  lost  by  sinking,  but  if 
he  had  I  would  have  told  him  very  few  were  lost.  Last  year,  out  of  243  seals  taken  by  the  boat  I  was 
in,  g  were  lost  by  sinking,  and  this  year  142  were  taken,  and  3  were  lost  by  sinking.  This  is 
about  the  usual  percentage  lost.  I  was  on  the  "  Oscar  and  Hattie  "  last  year,  1891.  The  first  shot  will 
kill  a  sleeping  seal  if  the  hunter  is  any  good. 

2.  This  year  I  was  again  out  on  the  "  Oscar  and  Hattie"  in  the  spring,  but  we  got  few  seals,  as 
our  captain  did  not  understand  about  when  the  boats  ought  to  be  lowered,  or  how  seals  ought  to  be 
hunted.  I  went  nut  late  in  the  season  on  the  "  Dora  Sieward,"  leaving  Victoria,  the  1st  May,  and  we 
made  a  poor  catch  on  the  way  north,  as  we  went  out  too  late.  The  other  hunters  told  me  that  they 
had  seen  a  very  great  many  seals,  and  I  one  day  saw  over  300  seals  when  we  were  off  Middleton 
Island  ;  they  were  travelling  to  the  westward. 

3.  I  know  a  good  many  of  the  men  that  went  to  the  Driard  Hotel  last  spring  to  give  their 
evidence,  and  several  of  them  were  men  such  as  are  always  found  around  docks  and  wharves — long- 
shoremen— who  not  only  had  never  been  sealing,  but  I  do  not  believe  they  ever  saw  a  seal.  They 
went  only  for  the  money  they  got.  Some  of  the  men  got  only  50  cents  for  going,  but  they  were  men 
whose  evidence  was  not  worth  much.  1  got  50  cents  each  for  all  the  men  I  took  to  the  room  at  the 
Driard  Hotel,  and  I  took  a  good  many  there.  I  did  not  bother  myself  as  to  whether  they  had  been 
seal-hunting  or  not,  but  left  that  to  the  man  in  the  room  at  the  Driard  Hotel. 

4.  I  am  commonly  called  "  Sailor  Jack  "  in  Victoria. 

5.  I  have  read  over  the  statements  written  down  in  this  declaration,  and  I  make  this  solemn 
declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra- 
judicial Oaths." 

(Signed)  THORWAL  MATHASON". 

Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  this  14th  day  of  October,  1892. 
(Skrned)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province 
of  British  Columbia. 


Declaration  of  Ernest  L.  Lorenz. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  ERNEST  L.  LORENZ,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows  : — ■ 

1.  That  I  have  been  three  years  out  sealing  as  master  and  mate. 

2,  I  knew  Henry  Brown.  He  was  out  with  me  in  the  "  Mascotte  "  last  year  as  a  seaman.  I  had 
an  Indian  crew,  and  he  was  never  out  sealing  at  all.  He  was  out  this  year  as  an  able  seaman  on  the 
"  May  Belle,"  a  schooner  with  an  Indian  crew.  He  got  back  from  his  cruize  on  the  "  May  Belle  " 
about  the  middle  of  *April.  He  is  the  sort  of  man  we  call  a  "  sea  lawyer ;"  he  is  not  a  man  that  is 
competent  to  form  an  intelligent  opinion  on  any  matter,  he  is,  I  consider,  light-headed.  He  was  with 
me  four  months,  and  I  had  plenty  of  chance  of  knowing  what  kind  of  man  he  was.  He  was  a  good 
sailor,  but  not  of  much  use  in  other  ways.  He  knew  nothing  of  sealing,  and  could  not  sign  his  name, 
I  believe.  Last  year  nor  this  year  he  was  not  farther  north  than  the  north  end  of  Vancouver  Island  on 
either  the  "  May  Belle  "  or  the  "  Mascotte."  I  remember  now  that  he  was  out  four  or  five  times  in  a 
boat  with  the  mate,  but  had  little  chance  of  seeing  anything  of  seals.  I  do  not  bear  him  any  ill-will, 
and  have  told  only  what  I  know  of  him  from  having  been  with  him. 

[118]  2  X 
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And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ERNEST  LOHENZ. 

- 
Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Ernest  L.  Lorenz  before  me.  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and   practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria^  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
24th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Akthur  L   Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Richard  Hall. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  RICHARD  HALL,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  ship-owner, 
do  solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  am  the  managing  agent  of  the  owner  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Mascotte." 

2.  I  know  Henry  Brown,  who  was  engaged  either  by  me  or  the  captain  to  act  as  an  able  seaman 
on  that  schooner.  He  is  a  sailor-man  of  very  ordinary  intelligence,  not  being  able  to  sign  his  own 
name. 

3.  I  never  heard  of  him  going  out  in  any  other  capacity  than  as  a  sailor ;  he  was  not  even  a 
boat-steerer  or  puller. 

4.  He  is  not  a  man  whom  I  consider  competent  to  form  an  intelligent  opinion  on  any  subject. 

5.  I  act  as  agent  for  several  sealing-schooners,  and  would  not  think  of  engaging  him,  either  as  a 
hunter  or  boat-puller. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  RICHARD  HALL. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Richard  Hall  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  24th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Akthuk  L  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  tlic  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Theodore  Magnesen. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  THEODORE  MAGNESEN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  and  Province  of  British  Columbia,  make 
oath  and  say  : — 

That  I  have  been  a  navigator  since  I  was  19  years  old  ;  I  am  now  34.  I  have  been  navigating 
sealing-schooners  for  four  years,  and  was  master  of  the  "  Sea  Lion"  in  1890.  I  went  to  San  Francisco 
for  my  boats  and  outfit  early  in  the  season,  and  there  I  shipped  Thomas  Brown  as  boat-puller.  We 
did  some  sealing  on  the  way  up,  and  got  263  seals  for  five  boats.  From  the  boat  Brown  was  in  I  got 
twenty-seven  skins.  The  hunter  complained  all  the  time  that  he  was  of  no  use,  and  I  intended  to  get 
rid  of  him  the  first  place  I  came  to,  which  was  Victoria.  Besides  being  no  good  as  a  boat-steerer,  he 
was  a  bad  man.  He  is  what  we  call  a  "  San  Francisco  bum,"  and  no  better  evidence  of  his  character 
can  be  got  than  from  the  police  at  Victoria.  He  is  a  bad  drinker,  and  bad  in  every  way.  He  knows 
nothing  of  sealing,  and,  besides,  has  not  sufficient  judgment  to  form  an  opinion  of  anything.  I  could 
not  think  of  a  more  worthless  man  to  ask  to  tell  anything  about  seals. 

Among  my  crew  when  I  went  south  was  a  man  named  Arthur  Giibn.  He  made  the  trip  to 
San  Francisco,  but  deserted  when  he  got  to  Victoria.  He  was  with  me  two  and  a-half  or  three 
months.  This  is  his  first  year  as  boat-steerer,  and  he  had  no  experience  of  sealing.  He  was  a  farmer 
boy,  from  Virginia,  I  think. 

(Signed)  THEO.  MAGNESEN. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  5th  day  of  October, 
a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Shotbolt, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Declaration  of  George  McDonald. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  GEORGE  McDONALD,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  and 
Dominion  of  Canada,  master  mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  I  personally  know  Fred.  Smith,  who  was  a  hunter  on  the  schooner  "  Mascotte  "  last  year. 
I  have  known  him  for  six  years.  He  was  "  rivet  boy  "  at  the  Albion  Iron  Works  in  this  city  until  he 
went  out  sealing.     He  is  about  18  years  old — certainly  not  over  19. 

2.  I  do  not  consider  him  competent  to  give  an  opinion  on  sealing  matters,  nor  would  I  value  his 
opinion  or  judgment  on  any  matter. 

3.  I  know  very  well  William  Parker,  who  was  one  season  a  hunter  on  the  schooner  "  Walter  L. 
Rich."  I  consider  him  a  fair  hunter,  but  I  would  not  take  his  word,  noi  do  I  think  anybody  who 
knows  him  would.     I  know  he  was  once  arrested  for  vagrancy. 

4.  Among  masters  and  mates  he  has  a  poor  reputation,  and  is  not  the  kind  of  a  man  they  care  to 
take  on  a  voyage. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  GEORGE  McDONALD. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  George  McDonald  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia.,  this 
25th  day  of  October,  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Andreiv  D.  Lamg. 


Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  ANDREW  D.  LAING,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do 
solemnly  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  I  traded  on  the  west  coast  among  the  Indians  from  1871  to  1881  for  Captain  Spring.  I 
then  left  the  employ  of  Spring  and  built  a  vessel  and  hunted  fur-seals  with  Indian  crews  up  to  1887. 
On  the  9th  day  of  July  in  that  year  was  taken  by  the  United  States'  cutter  "  Rush  "  about  49  miles 
off  the  nearest  land  in  Behring  Sea,  was  towed  into  Unalaska,  our  skins  were  taken  from  us,  a 
Quartermaster  put  on  board,  and  we  were  ordered  to  Sitka.  The  "  Rush  "  towed  us  out  into  the 
Pacific,  and  we  went  then  to  Sitka  and  delivered  the  schooner  to  the  Marshal.  In  1888  I  was  out  on 
the  "Favourite"  as  mate  on  a  sealing  voyage.  In  1889  I  was  on  the  "W.  P.  Say  ward,"  and  was  in 
that  vessel  in  1890.  I  was  out  in  the  "  W.  P.  Sayward"  in  the  spring  of  1891,  and  this  year  was  not 
out  at  all. 

2.  I  was  examined  by  Mr.  Milne  last  winter  as  to  my  knowledge  of  seals  and  their  habits,  and  he 
took  down  all  that  was  said  to  him  ;  and  last  spring  was  examined  by  Major  Williams  on  the  same 
matters.  Major  Williams  did  not  take  down  all  I  said.  When  what  I  said  did  not  agree  with  what 
he  thought,  he  would  either  not  listen  to  me,  or  would  argue  with  me,  and  then  change  the  subject. 
One  thing  I  remember  was  about  the  number  of  seals  lost  by  being  killed  and  then  sinking.  I  told 
Mr.  Milne  that  I  had  not  hunted  with  white  men,  but  I  knew  Indians  lost  very  few.  I  told  Major 
Williams  this  also,  but  I  do  not  think  lie  took  this  down.  At  the  time  my  evidence  was  given  it  was 
taken  down  in  writing,  but  I  was  not  asked  to  sign  the  paper.  The  next  evening  the  United  States' 
Consul,  Mr.  Meyers,  and  Mr.  Moss — who  was  then,  I  think,  Vice-President  of  the  Sealers'  Associa- 
tion— came  to  my  house.  They  asked  me  to  go  to  the  Driard  Hotel,  and  then,  -vhat  purported  to  be 
my  evidence,  was  read  over  to  me.  I  did  not  read  it  myself.  Everything  that  was  read  was  all  right 
and  true  enough,  but  some  things  I  had  told  them  were  left  out.  They  asked  me  to  sign  the  paper 
then,  and  I  did  so ;  it  was  type-written ;  no  improper  means  were  used  to  induce  me  to  give  my 
evidence,  A  United  States'  Treasury  Agent,  Mr.  Mackey— I  am  not  sure  how  his  name  is  spelled — 
met  me  in  the  street  and  asked  me  if  I  would  go  to  the  Driard  and  tell  Major  Williams  what  I 
knew  about  sealing.  As  I  had  already  given  my  evidence  to  Mr.  Milne,  and  wanted  both  sides  to 
know  the  truth,  I  went  willingly.  I  heard  that  others  had  received  money  from  Major  Williams,  and 
knew  that  many  of  the  men  were  not  sealers  at  all — cooks  and  sailors  on  vessels,  and  "  longshoremen." 
Ned  Useless,  one  of  these  men,  told  me  that  he  had  been  given  money  to  give  his  evidence. 
He  is  not  a  man  that  could  be  trusted,  and  is  drunk  every  chance  he  gets.  I  thought  it  very  strange 
that  such  a  man  should  be  asked  to  give  evidence,  when  men  that  knew  something  about  sealing  were 
to  be  had. 

3.  I  think  the  seals  ought  to  be  protected,  especially  on  the  islands,  and  if  there  was  no  killing  at 
sea  between  the  1st  January  and  1st  July,  there  would  not  be  the  slightest  danger  of  the  seals  becoming 
less  in  number.  Last  year  there  were,  according  to  my  knowledge,  as  many  seals  on  the  coast  as  there 
were  before,  and  in  1890,  when  I  was  out  the  whole  season,  I  saw  as  many  seals  as  I  had  seen  at  any 
time  during  the  previous  eight  years  I  had  been  out. 


170 

4.  As  far  as  I  could  see,  last  spring  the  American  Agent  wanted  only  one-sided  evidence,  and  if  I 
said  an v thing  that  did  not  suit  him  he  would  not  take  it  down,  but  would  argue  with  me,  and  try  to 
convince  me  that  I  was  wrong. 

5.  T  declare  that  I  have  made  the  above  statements  voluntarily,  and  that  they  are  all  true  ; 
that  nothing  I  said  has  been  omitted,  and  that  no  consideration  was  given  me  or  offered  for  making 

the  same. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
..f  ■'  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  D.  LAING. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Andrew  D.  Laing  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  25th  day  of  October,  a. P.  1892. 

( Signed)  AuTiin:  L.  Belyf.a, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  John  Morris. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  JOHN  MORRIS,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  Some  day  last  spring — the  exact  date  I  don't  remember — a  man  came  to  me  and  told  me  that 
if  I  would  o-o  up  to  the  Driard  Hotel  and  give  my  evidence  to  a  man  there  that  was  getting  information 
about  sealing  I  would  be  given  2  dollars.  There  were  several  sailor-men  looking  for  people  to  give 
evidence,  but  no  sealing-men,  as  far  as  I  kuow.  These  men  were  al  ;o  paid  to  entice  men  up  to  the 
room  of  Major  Williams — for  that,  I  believe,  was  the  man's  name  who  was  taking  the  evidence.  He 
did  not  pay  us  the  money  himself,  but  it  was  paid  in  his  presence  by  another  man.  I  was  told  to 
send  any  others  I  knew  there,  and  that  they  would  be  paid  for  their  evidence.  One  man  that  gave 
evidence  was  called  "  Banjo  Brown."  He  had  not  been  out  sealing.  Another  man  was  called  "  Sailor 
Jack."  He  was  a  boat-puller,  I  think.  I  am  called  "  Bonanza  Jack."  There  must  have  been 
forty  men  altogether,  many  of  them  knowing  nothing  of  sealing.  They  were  what  we  call  "  longshore- 
men." I  know  many  men  that  told  me  afterwards  that  they  knew  nothing  of  sealing,  but  had  been 
told  the  name  of  a  vessel  to  say  they  had  been  on,  and  were  then  asked  to  sign  what  the  man  wrote 
down.     They  went  only  for  the  dollar  or  so  they  got. 

For  my  part,  I  was  asked  the  names  of  the  vessels  I  had  been  on,  and  told  him  no  lies  on 
this  or  on  other  matters. 

2.  I  have  been  out  as  mate  and  master,  not  as  a  hunter  ever.  All  that  I  know  of  sealing 
is  what  I  could  see  from  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  and  from  what  the  hunters  told  me. 

3.  I  was  five  years  sealing,  and  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  with  sealers. 

4.  There  is  no  getting  out  of  the  fact  that  there  are  more  males  taken  than  females ;  if  any  one 
says  that  I  ever  told  him  that  more  females  were  taken  than  males,  he  says  what  is  not  true.  I  could 
not  have  said  that,  for  if  I  had  1  would  have  told  a  lie. 

5.  Each  year  I  have  found  the  seals  on  the  coast  about  in  the  same  numbers ;  they  are  like  the 
salmon,  some  years  there  are  irore  than  others;  but,  taking  it  oue  year  with  another,  they  don't  change 
much,  if  at  all. 

6.  He  (Williams)  asked  me  about  these  things,  but  there  was  nothing  else,  I  think. 

7.  He  (Williams)  did  not  read  to  me  what  was  taken  down  by  the  type-writer,  nor  did  I  read 
it.  I  was  simply  asked  to  sign  the  papers  ;  2  dollars  were  given  me  and  I  came  away.  This  was 
the  way  every  one  did.  There  was  a  big  crowd  of  men  outside  his  door  ;  there  must  have  been  about 
six  men  acting  as  "runners."  I  went,  just  through  foolishness,  to  see  what  was  going  on,  and  while 
there  thought  it  would  be  no  harm  to  get  2  dollars,  as  I  had  nothing  but  truth  to  tell.  I  was  doing 
nothing  then.  He  kept  me  much  longer  than  most  of  the  others.  They  wanted  me  to  go  back  the 
next  day,  but  I  did  not  go.  I  saw  how  foolish  it  was  for  a  captain  to  be  mixed  up  with  a  lot  of  men 
such  as  were  there. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOHN  MORRIS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Morris  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  27th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Authtjr  L  Bei.yea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and/or  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Declaration  of  Henry  Brovon. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  HENRY  BROWN,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seaman,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  in  sealing-vessels  on  the  North  Pacific  Coast  and  Behring  Sea  in  the  years 
1890,  1891,  and  1892.  In  189(Tl  was  a  seaman  on  the  "Minnie."  In  1891  a  seaman  on  the 
"  Mascotte."  In  1892  I  was  a  seaman  on  the  "  May  Belle"  until  the  18th  April,  when  I  left  her  and 
went  to  the  "  Ariel  "  as  boat-steerer. 

2.  That  I  never  did  any  sealing  myself. 

3.  That  I  have  never  given  any  statement  to  any  person  on  sealing  matters,  either  at  Victoria  or 
any  other  place.  I  am  positive  that  I  was  not  in  Victoria  in  the  month  of  April  last,  and  did  not  then, 
or  at  any  other  time  or  place,  make  any  statement  to  any  person  about  sealing.  I  don't  know  anything 
about  the  proportion  of  females  to  males  that  hunters  get,  or  where  the  seals  haul  out,  or  where  the 
pups  are  born.  If  my  name  appears  signed  to  any  paper  containing  anything  about  su^li  matters  it 
was  not  put  there  by  me,  and  is  a  forgery. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  HENRY  BROWN,  his  x  mark. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Henry  Brown  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  the  same 
having   been   first  carefully  read   over  and   explained   to  the  said  Henry  Brown,  who  thoroughly 
understood  the  same,  this  29th  day  of  October,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Prouincc  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  George  C.  Gerow. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 
I,  GEORGE  C.  GEROW,  of  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  seal-hunter,  do 
solemnly  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  That  I  have  known  Will.  Parker,  a  seal-hunter,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  for  about  seven  years. 

2.  In  the  year  1889  I  was  out  on  the  schooner  "  Ariel "  as  a  hunter. 

3.  The  said  Will.  Parker  was  also  on  board  as  a  hunter. 

4.  I  am  considered  a  good,  fair,  average  hunter,  and  know  a  good  hunter  when  I  see  him  work. 

5.  From  what  I  saw  of  Parker  in  the  year  1889  I  know  that  he  is  a  poor  hunter ;  frequently 
when  the  other  hunters  came  on  board  with  skins  in  plenty,  he  would  bring  in  few  or  none,  and  every 
person  on  board  considered  him  a  poor  hunter. 

6.  I  know  from  personal  experience  that  the  said  Parker  is  a  liar ;  he  has  frequently  told  me 
certain  things  that  I  know  were  untrue.  I  would  not  believe  him  on  oath  in  any  matter  where  I  knew 
he  was  interested.  He  would,  in  my  opinion,  give  evidence  in  any  way  desired  for  about  two  drinks 
of  whiskey,  and  for  money  he  would  make  any  statements.  He  is  well  known  here  as  an  idle  fellow, 
and  I  would  call  him  a  cheap  liar,  that  is,  one  who,  for  a  small  consideration,  would  make  any  state- 
ments desired  of  him. 

7.  I  have  no  personal  enmity  against  said  Parker,  and  wish  him  no  harm,  but  know  that  he  is 
unreliable  and  untvustworthy  as  a  man. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiouly  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  G.  C.  GEROW. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  G.  C.  Gerow  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  29th  day 
of  October,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Affidavit  of  J.  S.  Fanning. 

I,  J.  S.  FANNING,  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  make  oath  and 
say:— 

That  when  on  the  "  Henry  Dennis,"  a  sealing-schooner,  this  year,  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  the 
[118J  2  Y 
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steamer  "  Corwin,"  and  that  I  was  once  on  board  of  her,  and  at  that  time  I  saw  the  hunters  that  w  3re 
on  that  vessel. 

There  was  one  white  hunter  and  his  crew  of  two  men  and  a  canoe  with  two  Indians.     I  know  the 
hunt  _>■  Brown  very  well,  but  have  never  been  out  with  him.     One  of  the  men  on  the  "Henry 

Dennis  "  had  been  out  with  him  on  the  "Lily  L. "  in  1890.     He  told  me  that  Brown  was  not  a  good 

hunter,  not  even  a  fair  average  hunter,  and  I  heard  the  same  story  from  a  man  named ,  who 

was  with  him  in  1890.  Brown  was  not  out  in  1891.  We  heard  on  the  "  Corwin  "  that  he  would  have 
the  boat  lowered  when  he  saw  a  seal,  and  after  having  missed  it  he  would  say  that  he  had  hit  it  and 
that  it  sank.  This  is  the  usual  excuse  of  a  poor  hunter.  He  was,  I  believe  paid  by  the  month,  not 
by  the  skins  as  in  the  usual  way.  He  told  me  himself  that  he  got  good  pay.  I  was  told  when  I  saw 
him  that  he  had  so  far  got  one  skin.  I  had  taken  at  that  time  about  130  seals.  I  was  told  on  the 
quarter-deck  of  the  "  Corwin  "  that  he  was  a  good  shot  at  birds  on  the  wing,  but  that  he  didn't  have 
much  success  with  seals. 

The  Indian  hunter  was  a  good  hunter.     I  have  been  told  that  he  was  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
best  hunter  at  Xeah  Bay.     Neil  her  I  or  any  one  else  in  the  "  Henry  Dennis  "  considered  that  the  work 
of  the  "Corwin"  was  a  good  test  of  what  is  to  be  done  by  seders.     I  and  others  on  the  "  Henry 
-  Dennis  "  thought  it  strange  that  we  were  not  asked  to  give  evidence. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  FANNING. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  30th  day  of 
September.  \.n.  1892,  the  same  having  been  first  read  over  to  the  deponent  in  my  presence  before  me, 
tied)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  by  Royal  Authority  in  and 
for  the  Province  of  British  Columbia. 

(SeaL) 

Declaration  of  Charles  Peters. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  CHARLES  PETEES,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  do  solemnly 
declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  was  mate  of  the  "  Mascotte,"  on  a  sealing  voyage  last  year. 

2    Fred.  Smith  shipped  on  the  "  Mascotte  "  for  that  voyage  as  hunter. 

3.  The  voyage  lasted  five  months.     Smith  did  not  get  more  than  twelve  skins. 

4.  He  (Smith)  was  on  the  "  Sea  Lion  "  the  year  before  as  a  boat-puller. 

5.  I  do  not  consider  him  at  all  competent  to  form  an  opinion  about  sealing ;  he  is  simply  an  over- 
grown boy. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHAS.  PETERS. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Peters  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Cclunibia,  this  6th  day  of 
November,  ad.  1892. 

(Signed)  Atithur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(SeaL) 

Deposition  of  Frt  i It ,  u  Tc  f  V>  ii 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Franciseo. 

FREDERICK  CROCKER,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: — 

nt  of  San  Francisco,  and  1 bi  en  tl-hunter  for  eleven  years,  and  think  I  know 

almost  all  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  work,  and  a<  quainted  or  know  by  repute  all  the   men  who  have 
any  standing  as  hunters. 

1  never  knew  or  remember  hearing  of  a  [  i  died  the  "  Maggie  Ross,"  and  do  not 

believe  any  such  vessel  ever  did  any  sealing. 

heard  of  any  hunters  named   Peter  Collins,  William  Long,  Henry  Mason,  dames  Sloan, 

John   Dalton,  Richard  Dolan,  William   Mclsaac,   Patrick    Vlaroney.   Miles  Nelson,  .lames    Kennedy, 

I'h  Denis,  Andrew   Hoffman,  James    Kean,  aire1   William   Heusen,  and  I  do  not 

think  tla  '  have  been  engaged  as  seal  Inuite   ■      I  \\  sii  among  the  boat-pullers,  1  think  I  know 

the  most  of  them,  and  I  cannot  rem names  of  the  of  the  foregoing. 

1  have  not  been  paid  nor  promised  anythii  ition  of  making  the  foregoing  statement, 

which  1  have  found  correct  alter  reading. 

(Signed)  F.  J.  CROCKER. 

Subscril  i  sworn  to  before  me,  this  i  ember,  1892. 

(Si« '  Lincoln  Sonxtau,  i\ 
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Deposition  of  John  A.  Belodo. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

JOHN  A.  BELODO,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  : — 

1.  I  reside  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  and  am  foreman  in  the  manu- 
facturing department  of  C.  D.  Ladd,  merchant,  of  said  city. 

2.  C.  I).  Lack!  aforesaid  is  managing  owner  of  the  sealing-vessel  "  Emma  and  Louisa,"  of  the  port 
of  San  Francisco,  and  was  so  in  the  month  of  July  last. 

3.  Said  vessel  "  Emma  and  Louisa"  returned  to  this  port  on  or  about  the  11th  day  of  July  last, 
and  on  the  day  following  1 ,342  skins  were  delivered  from  her  at  the  place  of  business  of  the  afore- 
mentioned C.  D.  Ladd  in  this  city. 

4.  On  or  about  the  13th  day  of  July  last,  in  the  forenoon,  I  was  in  the  basement  of  the  store  of 
said  C.  I).  Ladd,  on  Kearny  Street,  in  tins  city,  when  George  B.  Barber,  book-keeper  for  C.  D.  Ladd 
aforesaid,  came  down  with  a  gentleman,  whom  I  did  not  then  know,  but  have  since  been  informed  was 
Charles  J.  Beldow,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  firm  of  H.  Liebes  and  Co.,  of  this  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

5.  Said  George  B.  Barber  showed  the  gentleman  who  accompanied  him,  and  who,  as  I  have  said,  I 
subsequently  learned  was  Charles  J.  Behlow,  the  skins  that  had  been  delivered  the  day  previous  from 
the  said  vessel  "Emma  and  Louisa,"  and  which  were  all  lying  in  one  pile  on  the  elevator  as  the/  had 
been  delivered,  when  he  (Charles  J.  Behlow)  lifted  a  few  up  from  the  pile,  not  exceeding  five  or  six, 
and  looked  at  them,  and  then  went  upstairs  again  with  said  George  B.  Barber,  and  the  time  they 
were  down  there  would  not  be  more  than  five  minutes. 

6.  My  occupation  requires  me  to  be  in  the  basement  near  the  elevator  where  the  skins  were  piled 
all  the  time,  and  this  occasion  I  have  mentioned  is  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  the  person  whom  I  was 
informed  was  Charles  J.  Behlow  on  the  premises  of  C.  D.  Ladd  aforesaid. 

•  (Signed)  J.  A.  BELODO. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  Di  "ember,  1892. 
(Signed)  Charles  A.  Duisenberg,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  George  B.  Barber. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

GEORGE  B.  BARBER,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

1.  I  live  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California.  Am  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of 
C.  D.  Ladd,  merchant,  of  the  city  aforesaid,  doing  business  at  529  and  531,  Kearny  Street,  and  have 
charge  of  and  keep  his  books,  and  have  been  continuously  in  his  employ  for  the  past  ten  years. 

2.  C.  D.  Ladd  aforesaid  is  tine  owner  of  the  sealing-vessel  "  Emma  and  Louisa,"  of  this  port,  and 
was  so  in  the  month  of  July  last  past. 

3.  Said  vessel  "Emma  and  Louisa"  returned  to  this  city  from  a  sealing  voyage  on  the  11th  day 
of  July  last,  having  on  board  1,342  skins,  and  these  skins  were  delivered  at  the  place  of  business  of  the 
afore-mentioned  C.  D.  Ladd  on  the  12th  day  of  the  same  month. 

4.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  day  following,  that  is,  on  the  13th  July,  Charles  J.  Behlow,  of  this  city, 
came  into  the  store  of  the  aforesaid  CD.  Ladd  and  asked  to  see  the  skins  which  had  been  brought  from 
the  vessel  "Emma  and  Louisa,"  and  I  took  him  to  the  basement,  where  they  were  all  lying  in  one  pile 
in  the  elevator.  I  made  no  objection  to  his  seeing  the  skins,  as  I  had  been  informed  that  all  seal-skins 
of  pelagic  catch  had  to  undergo  inspection  before  any  disposition  could  be  made  of  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  had  been  told  that  the  firm  of  H.  Liebes  and  Co.  had  been  appointed  by  the  Government 
the  Inspectors  tor  that  purpose,  and  I  knew  the  said  Charles  J.  Behlow  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
H.  Liebes  and  Co.  for  many  years. 

5.  On  being  shown  the  skins,  which,  as  I  before  stated,  were  all  in  one  pile,  the  said  Charles  J. 
Behlow  remarked  to  me  that  lie  "had  to  say  he  had  seen  them,  for  it  did  not  pay  to  inspect  them,  as 
he  was  only  paid  5  dollars  a-day  for  doing  it,"  and  on  saying  this  picked  up  and  looked  at  a  lew  skins, 
not  exceeding  five  in  all,  but  gave  even  these  no  such  scrutiny  as  would  be  required  to  determine  the 

The  whole  time  the  said  Charles  J.  Behlow  was  so  employed  did  not  exceed  five  minutes,  and  he 
did  not  again  see  the  skins.  Said  skins  were  subsequently  shipped  to  Loudon,  England,  in  two  lots, 
86  obtained  elsewhere  being  added,  making  in  the  two  shipments  1,428  skins,  1,269  being  in  one  ship- 
ment, and  L59  in  the  next.  Said  two  lots  were  consigned  to  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  ami  Co.,  of 
London  aforesaid.  About  the  end  of  October  or  beginning  of  November  last  advice  came  from 
firm,  through  their  resident  agent  in  New  Fork,  one  Alfred  Fraser,  acknowledging  receipt  of  1,428 
skins,  and  an  assortment  list  was  also  sent,  which  is  hereto  attached,  marked  (A),  accounting  for  the 
1,428  skins,  of  which  the  1,342  skins  brought  in  by  the  vessel  "Emma  and  Louisa,"  and  subsequently 
seen  by  said  Charles  J.  Behlow  on  the  premises  of  C.  D.  Ladd  afore  mentioned,  formed  part. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  B.  BARBER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Chas.  A.  C.  Duisenberg,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.^ 
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Schedule  marked  (A). 
Assortment  of  Salted  Fur-seal  Skins. 

N.  W.  C,  part  round  shaped,  mostly  well  furred  and  blubbered,  rather  stale  looking. 

2  large  wigs     ..  .. 
2  small  wigs    .. 

10  middlings      ..  ,. 
1,269            72  middling  and  smalls  . . 

220  smalls 

232  large  pups     . .  . . 

237  middling  pups  .. 

183  small  pups     . .  .. 

159  85  ex.  ditto  ditto  .. 

6  ex.  ex.  ditto  ditto  .. 
2  middling!,  cut.  ic. 

19  ditto  and  smalls,  cut,  &c, 

49  smalls,  ditto  .. 

7H  large  pups,  ditto  •• 

88  middling  ditto  ditto 

81   smalls  ditto  (4  wool),  cut,  &c, 

44  ex.  small  (9  ditto)  ditto 

11  ex.  ex.  ditto  (9  ditto)  ditto 
5  grey  pupa       . .  . . 

7  faulty  ..  .. 


Lt>s.    oz. 

..      36       0 

..25       8 

..      12     13 

..      10     14 

9     10 

..8       0 

..6       9 

..5       8 

4     10 

..4       0 

..      14       0 

..       11        0 

..9       7 

..7      6 

..6       1 

..5       1 

..4       4 

..3       3 

2     11 

..5       5 

1,428      1,428 

London,  October  15,  1892. 

(Signed)  C.  A.  C.  D. 

December  1,  1892. 


(Signed) 


GEO.  B.  BARBER. 


Dear  Sir,  Office  of  Alfred  Fraser,  50,  Wall  Street,  New  York, 

October  26,  1892. 
Inclosed  please  find  particulars  of  assortment  of  your  salted  fur-seal  skins,  which  will  be  sold  on 
the  2-itli  proximo — not  on  the  23rd,  as  previously  announced. 

Yours  very  trulv, 
(Signed)  ALFRED  FRASER. 

C.  D.  Ladd,  Esq., 

San  Francisco,  California. 


Deposition  of  J.  S.  Worth. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

J.  S.  WORTH,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

1.  I  am  a  seal-hunter,  and  master  of  the  sealing-schooner  "La  Niufa,"  and  was  so  in  the  sealing 
season  of  1891. 

2.  I  know  James  Criffin,  of  this  city.  He  was  with  me  in  the  "La  Xiufa"  in  that  year 
as  a  boat-steerer.  He  was  not  a  hunter,  and  did  not  kill  any  seals.  I  would  have  known  it  had  he 
done  so.  I  hired  him  as  a  green  hand,  and  he  acted  as  one,  and  I  do  not  think  he  was  ever  out 
scaling  as  a  hunter. 

3.  L  am  familiar  with  the  names  of  all  the  sealing- vessels,  and  I  never  heard  of  one  called  the 
"Maggie  Ross,"  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  such  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  sealing  business. 

-A.  1  have  not  been  paid  or  promised  anything  in  consideration  of  having  made  the  foregoing 
statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WORTH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Soxntag,  Notary  'Public 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  diaries  D.  Ladd. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

CHARLES  D.  LADD,  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  : — 

1.  1  live  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  am  an  American  subject,  and  am 
a  merchant,  doing  busirj  129  and  531,  Kearny  Street,  in  said  city. 

2.  .Via  managing  owner  of  the  sealing-vessel   "Emma  and  Louisa,"    and  have  so  owned  and 
managed  her  for  the  past  two  years,  and  this  year  she  was  commanded  by  Captain  George  Wester. 
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3.  I  know  George  B.  Barber  and  John  Bilodo,  and  they  are  in  my  employ,  and  have  been  for 
some  years. 

4.  On  or  about  the  11th  day  of  July  last  my  vessel,  the  "Emma  and  Louisa"  aforesaid,  came  into 
this  port  from  a  sealing  voyage,  having  on  board  1,342  seal-skins.  After  I  had  entered  her  at  the 
Custom-house  1  was  informed  by  an  official  there  that  before  they  could  be  landed  they  had  to  be 
inspected  by  the  Government  Inspector  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  on  inquiring  who  the  person 
was,  was  told  that  it  was  the  Inspector  of  H.  Liebes  and  Co.,  or  something  to  that  effect.  On  the 
following  morning  I  went  to  the  Custom-house  to  get  a  permit  to  land  the  skins,  and  was  delayed  there 
for  an  hour  or  more  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  Inspector,  who,  when  he  arrived,  I  recognized  as  an 
employe"  of  the  said  firm  of  H.  Liebes  and  Co.,  but  whose  name  I  did  not  know  and  cannot  now 
remember  ;  have  known  him  as  an  employe  of  that  firm  for  several  years.  He  is  about  6  feet  in  height, 
about  30  years  of  age.  "When  I  first  knew  him  in  their  employ  he  was  what  I  would  call  a  head 
porter,  but  of  late  years  he  has  been  grading  furs  for  them. 

5.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  individual  referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph  at  the  Custom-house,  I 
took  him  in  my  buggy,  and  we  drove  down  to  where  the  vessel  was,  and  we  arrived  there  somewhere 
between  the  hours  of  10  and  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  Customs  officer  who  was  in  charge 
cut  the  seals  that  were  on  the  hatches  and  allowed  the  skins  to  be  discharged.  The  time  occupied  in 
discharging  was  from  two  to  two  and  one-half  hours.  The  skins  were  thrown  out  of  the  hold  on  to 
the  deck  of  the  vessel ;  there  the  Inspector  sorted  the  skins  as  to  sizes,  and  as  soon  as  there  was  a  pile 
of  from  thirty  to  forty,  it  was  checked  off  and  then  removed  to  the  dray  for  delivery  at  my  store.  In 
order  to  facilitate  the  work,  I  personally  helped  by  handing  the  skins  to  the  Inspector.  He  made  no 
examination  to  determine  the  sex  from  which  the  skins  had  been  taken,  but  sorted  them  as  is  ordi- 
narily done  for  the  purpose  of  purchase,  when  it  is  necessary  to  arrive  at  the  different  sizes  and 
grades 

6.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  inspection  I  asked  him  how  many  grey  pups  he  made  out  there  was, 
and  his  reply  was  that  there  were  thirty-seven.  The  other  grades  I  did  not  ask  about,  as  the  average 
of  the  seals  ran  well,  but  I  do  remember  there  were  four  old  "  wigs,"  as  they  were  thrown  out  to  one 
side.  This  is  the  only  inspection  the  skins  referred  to  underwent  in  this  city,  though  I  learned  from 
my  book-keeper,  George  B.  Barber,  that  Charles  J.  Behlow,  of  the  firm  of  H.  Liebes  and  Co.,  subse- 
quently came  and  looked  at  the  pile  in  my  cellar. 

7.  I  know  the  said  Charles  J.  Behlow.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  H.  Liebes  and  Co.,  of 
this  city,  and  has  been  so  to  my  knowledge  for  many  years,  and  he  was  not  the  party  who  inspected  the 
seals  on  my  vessel,  the  "  Emma  and  Louisa,"  nor  was  he  present  during  any  portion  of  the  time  they 
were  so  inspected.  The  captain  of  the  said  vessel,  George  Wester,  before  mentioned,  was  one  of  those 
present  during  the  inspection. 

8.  After  the  inspection  I  have  referred  to,  the  skins  were  immediately  removed  to  the  basement 
of  my  ware-rooms  on  Kearny  Street,  and  were  all  stored  therein  not  later  than  thirty  minutes  past  2  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  (the  12th  July). 

9.  I  have  been  constantly  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins  since  the  year  1885,  and  consider  it  is  most 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  determine  the  sex  of  the  animal  from  which  undressed  skins  in  the  raw- 
state  have  been  taken,  and  in  my  opinion,  to  arrive  at  anything  like  an  accurate  conclusion,  it  would 
take  at  least  two  days  to  examine  the  number  of  skins  (1,342)  which  comprised  the  cargo  of  the  vessel 
"  Emma  and  Louisa  "  before  mentioned. 

10.  It  is  a  fact  well  known  in  this  city  that  the  members  of  the  firm  of  H.  Liebes  and  Co.,  of  this 
city,  are  largely  interested  financially  in  the  North  American  Commercial  Company,  who  are  the 
lessees  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands. 

11.  Nothing  has  been  paid  me,  nor  have  I  been  promised  anything,  for  making  the  statement, 
which  I  have  read  over  and  find  correct. 

(Signed)  CHAELES  D.  LADD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  2nd  clay  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 
(Signed)  John  Coffee, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  City  and  County  of 
San  irancisco,  State  of  California. 
(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  George  Wester. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

GEORGE  WESTER,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

1.  I  am  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  and  have  been  so  for  the  past  thirteen  years,  seven  of  which 
I  have  devoted  exclusively  to  sealing. 

1  was  captain  of  the  sealing-vessel  "Emma  and  Louisa"  this  year,  1892,  said  vessel  being  owned 
and  managed  by  C.  D.  Ladd,  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  merchant,  and  doing  business  at  529  and 
531,  Kearny  Street,  in  said  city. 

2.  I  arrived  back  from  my  sealing  voyage  on  or  about  the  11th  day  of  July  last  past,  and  had  on 
board  1,342  skins.  On  entering  my  vessel  that  day  I  was  told  by  the  Collector  of  Customs  that  before 
landing  my  cargo  my  skins  would  have  to  be  inspected  by  an  expert  appointed  by  the  Government  fcr 
that  purpose 

3.  On  or  about  the  12th  of  that  month  I  came  on  board  my  vessel  about  11  A.M.,  and  found  th  ■ 
hatches  open  and  men  engaged  throwing  the  skins  on  deck.     I  asked  the  man  standing  at  the  hatch 
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by  whose  authority  this  was  being  done.  He  replied  that  it  was  by  Mr.  Ladd's  orders.  I  noticed  a 
stranger  there  about  6  feet  in  height,  fair  complexion,  sandy  moustache,  and  about  30  years  of  age,  but 
whose  name  I  did  not  learn,  apparently  counting  and  sorting  the  skins  as  to  sizes.  I  asked  him  who 
he  was,  i.i  which  he  replied  that  lie  was  the  expert  appointed  by  the  <  lustoms  to  examine  the  skins.  I 
then  asked  him  if  he  was  competent  to  do  so,  and  he  replied  that  he  thought  so.  I  again  asked  him  if 
he  could  tell  a  fur-seal  skin  from  a  sea-lion  skin,  whereat  he  smiled.  The  examination  given  was  very 
superficial,  attention  occupied  not  exceeding  three  hours  and  a-half,  no  more  than  was  required  to 
count  and  sort  the  skins  as  to  sizes.  The  skins  were  immediately  trucked  up  to  the  place  of  business 
of  C.  1>.  Ladd,  on  Kearny  Street,  in  this  city. 

4.  Skins  that  are  in  the  rough  and  just  taken  out  of  the  salt  require  the  most  critical  scrutiny  to 
tell  whether  they  are  males  or  females,  and  in  niy  opinion  it  can  then  be  only  a  matter  of  guess-work, 
except  in  the  case  of  an  old  bull.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  matter  of  impossibility,  even  with  the  closest 
scrutiny,  for  any  expert  to  say  that  any  skin  was  the  skin  of  a  female  that  had  been  large  with  pup, 
and  from  which  such  pup  had  been  cut. 

(Signed)  GEOEGE  WESTEB, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Arthur  Louis  Belyea. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

1,  AETHUE  LOUIS  BELYEA,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
Dominion  of  Canada,  barrister-at-law,  do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  on  the  29tb  day  of  November  last  I  went  to  the  Indian  village  of  Neah  Bay,  in  the  State 
of  Washington,  United  States  of  America,  on  the  Dominion  of  Canada  steamer  "  Quadra,"  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  evidence  of  the  Indians  there  for  use  before  the  Arbitration  on  the  Behring  Sea 
Fur-seal  question. 

2.  That  I  took  with  me  as  an  interpreter  one  Andrew  Laing,  and  immediately  upon  arrival  at 
Neah  Bay  I  sent  Laing  on  shore  to  inquire  of  the  Indians  whether  they  were  willing  to  give  the 
evidence.  On  his  return  to  the  "  Quadra"  he  informed  me  that  the  Indian  Agent  there  had  forbidden 
the  Indians  to  give  any  evidence  to  the  Britisli  side  without  his  permission,  and  that  the  Indians  were 
willing  to  give  evidence  if  the  agent  would  permit  them. 

3.  That  I  immediately  went  onshore  and  called  upon  the  Indian  Agent,  one  John  P.  McGlynn.  I 
told  him  what  I  wanted.  His  reply  in  effect  was  that  the  Indians  had  an  idea  that  the  sealing  on  the 
coast  would  be  stopped,  and  would  not  say  anything  to  me,  as  it  might  injure  them.  I  told  him  I 
understood  that  to  lie  one  of  the  objects  of  the  American  Government,  and  if  the  Indians  wished  to 
prevent  it  they  would  be  acting  in  their  own  interest,  to  give  me  their  views.  He  then  said  the 
Indians  had  already  given  evidence  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States'  Government  for  use  on  the 
Arbitration,  and  he  did  not  consider  it  fair  to  either  the  Indians  or  the  United  States'  Government  to 
have  them  examined  by  tin-  British.  I  told  him  I  was  willing  to  take  the  statements  of  the  Indians 
in  his  presence,  and  lie  then  said  he  refused  under  any  circumstances  to  allow  the  Indians  of  his 
Agency  to  give  me  any  evidence  about  seals  or  seal-hunting.  He  further  said  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  subject  the  Indians  to  an  examination  by  the  British  side,  as  they  might  stultify  themselves.  He 
sail  the  Indians  were  easily  misunderstood,  and  quite  as  easily  induced  to  say  things  that  were  not 
true.     Finding  it  useless  to  prolong  the  interview,  I  left  him,  and  went  up  to  the  Indian  village. 

4.  That  at  the  village  I  had  a  conversation  with  one  Chestoqua  Peterson,  who  spoke  English 
fluently,  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  intelligent  half-breed.  He  told  me  that  the  Indians  were  under 
strict  orders  from  the  Agent  not  to  talk  about  seals  to  any  stranger  who  came  there  without  the 
permission  of  the  Agent,  Mr.  McGlynn.  He  said  the  Indians  were  quite  willing  to  state  what  they 
knew  to  me,  but  that  the}"  dare  not  disobey  the  Agent. 

5.  That  while  I  was  on  shore  at  Neah  Bay  as  aforesaid  an  Indian  policeman,  under  orders  of  the 
Indian  Agent,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed,  and  do  believe,  followed  me  about  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  any  of  the  [ndians  talking  to  me.  He  followed  me  into  the  store  where  Peterson  was,  and 
as  soon  as  he  entered  said  something  in  a  threatening  manner  and  in  his  own  language,  and  Peterson 

aton id  talking  tome.     I  was  informed  afterwards,  and  believe,  that  had  I  attempted  to  talk 

with  any  of  the  Indians  the  policeman  would  have  arrested  any  such  Indian  and  myself. 

in  my  return  to  the  "  Quadra  "  I  found  on  board  an  old  Indian  from  the  village  sidling  baskets 
and  other  articles.  1  directed  my  interpreter  to  ask  the  Indian  his  name,  age,  and  occupation. 
Finding  that  he  had  been  a  raiding  voyage  to  Behring  Sea  in  an  American  schooner.  I  wrote 

down  what  he  said  as   int.  rpreted   by  the  said  Andrew  Laing,  who,  after  it  was  all  written,  explained 
it  to  him  in  Chinook.     The  Indian  fully  understood  what  he  signed  by  his  mark. 

7.  No  inducement  was  held  out  to  the  Indian,  nor  was  anything  given  or  promised  to  him  for 
makiipj.  the  statement  he  signed.     1!  tedly  stated  that  McGlynn  had  told  Peter  (the  policeman) 

to  tell  the  Indians  th.it,  if  t  lay  gave  evidence  to  the  British,  they  would  be  sent  to  gaol,  and  that  Peter 
had  often  so  threatened  the  Indians  if  they  did  SO. 
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And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  L.  BELYEA. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Arthur  Louis  Belyea  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
2nd  day  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Francis  B.  Gregory, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  Andrew  D.  Laing. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  ANDREW  D.  LAING,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  Dominion 
of  Canada,  master  mariner,  do  solemnly  declare: — 

1.  That  on  the  29th  day  of  November  last  I  went  on  shore  from  the  Government  steamer 
"  Quadra  "  at  Neah  Bay,  near  Cape  Flattery,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  the  Indians  living  there 
were  willing  to  tell  what  they  knew  about  fur-seals  and  fur-seal  hunting  to  Mr.  Belyea,  who  was  on 
the  "  Quadra  "  taking  evidence  on  the  sealing  question,  and  for  whom  I  was  interpreter. 

2.  That  I  went  to  a  trader's  store  and  saw  one  Chestoqua  Peterson,  sou  of  the  Chief  of  the  Makah 
Indians,  the  tribe  living  there.  Peterson  talks  good  English,  and  I  asked  him  if  the  Indians  there 
would  give  the  British  side  evidence  on  the  sealing  question,  and  told  him  if  they  would  a  gentleman 
on  the  "  Quadra "  would  take  down  what  they  had  to  say.  He  told  me  the  Indian  Agent  had 
forbidden  the  Indians  to  give  evidence  to  the  British,  and  the  best  thing  I  could  do  was  to  go  on  board 
and  tell  the  gentleman  to  see  the  Indian  Agent  and  get  his  permission  to  talk  with  the  Indians.  He 
also  said  that,  if  the  Agent  would  consent,  the  Indians  were  willing  to  give  all  the  information  they 
could. 

3.  That  I  went  back  to  the  "  Quadra "  and  told  Mr.  Belyea  what  Peterson  said.  Mr.  Belyea 
at  once  went  on  shore  and  saw  the  Indian  Agent,  one  John  P.  McGlynn.  I  went  with  him,  and  was 
present  and  heard  all  that  passed  between  him  and  the  Agent,  except  for  a  few  minutes  at  the  close 
of  their  conversation.  I  have  read  what  Mr.  Belyea  says  took  place  then,  and  it  is  true.  I  remember 
distinctly  the  Agent  telling  Mr.  Belyea  that  he  would  not  allow  the  Indians  under  any  circumstances 
to  give  evidence  to  the  English.  This  was  in  reply  to  an  offer  of  Mr.  Belyea  to  take  the  evidence  in 
the  Agent's  presence. 

4.  That  we  went  from  the  Agent's  office  to  the  village,  and  into  the  store  where  Chestoqua 
Peterson  was.  Mr.  Belyea  began  talking  to  Peterson,  and  asked  him,  if  the  Agent  had  given 
permission,  whether  the  Indians  would  give  evidence.  Peterson  replied  that  he  thought  the  most  of 
them  would,  but  they  were  afraid  of  the  Agent.  He  also  said  that  Indians  believed  that  the  English 
wanted  to  stop  the  coast  sealing.  A  few  minutes  after  we  went  into  the  store  an  Indian  policeman 
and  three  other  Indians  came  hurriedly  into  the  store.  Peterson  at  once  ceased  talking  to  Mr.  Belyea, 
and  we  left. 

5.  That  when  we  got  back  to  the  "Quadra"  an  Indian  was  on  board  selling  baskets  and  other 
Indian  articles.  At  Mr.  Belyea's  request,  I  began  to  talk  with  him  in  Chinook,  which  he  understood 
perfectly.  After  talking  awhile  with  him  I  reported  what  he  said  to  Mr.  Belyea,  who  told  me  to  ask 
the  Indian  if  he  was  willing  to  have  taken  down  in  writing  what  he  had  told  me,  and  sign  it.  The 
Indian  said  he  was,  and  we  then  went  to  the  chart-room,  where  I  interpreted  what  the  Indian  then 
said  to  Mr.  Belyea,  who  wrote  it  down.  After  it  was  all  written,  I  explained  fully  in  Chinook  to  the 
Indian,  who  called  himself  General  Jackson,  what  was  written,  and  he  clearly  understood  every- 
thing before  he  made  his  mark.  Mr.  Belyea  and  William  Owens,  first  officer  of  the  "  Quadra," 
who  understands  Chinook,  were  present  when  the  statement  was  read  over  and  explained  to  the 
Indian,  and  he  made  his  mark  to  it  in  the  presence  of  all  of  us,  I  and  Owens  signing  it  as 
witnesses. 

6.  That  I  knew  the  American  schooner  "Signet"  mentioned  by  the  Indian  in  question,  and  was 
personally  acquainted  with  Captain  Kimberly,  her  owner  and  master.  He  came  to  this  coast  sealing 
about  1872,  and  followed  it  until,  I  think,  1876,  when  the  "Signet"  was  lost,  and  he  and  all  the  crew 
perished. 

7.  That  it  was  a  notorious  fact— known  among  all  sealing  men  at  that  time — that  the  "Signet" 
Trent  into  Behring  Sea  every  summer  and  raided  the  islands.  I  remember  the  time  distinctly 
Boscowitz  bought  the  catch  of  the  "Signet"  from  Kimberly  at  Neah  Bay.  It  was  in  1874  or  1875, 
I  am  not  certain  which,  but  at  the  time  it  was  generally  known  among  sealing  men  that  the  catch 
had  come  off  the  Pribyloff  Islands  by  raiding. 

8.  That  the  lirst  time  I  was  at  Neah  Bay  was  in  18G6.  There  were  four  or  five  times  as  many 
Indians  there  then  as  now.  I  began  trading  with  the  Indians  for  furs  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island  at  Barclay  Sound  in  1871.  At  that  time  the  hunters  in  a  tribe  of  400  or  500  Indians,  all  told, 
would  get  500  or  700  skins  in  a  season.     Now  the  same  number  of  hunters  get  from  1,000  to  2,000 
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skins  in  a  season.  The  seals  are  just  as  plentiful  as  ever  on  the  coast,  but  most  years  keep  a  little 
farther  off  shore,  coming  in  close  only  when  the  fish  they  live  on  run  in  close.  The  reason  the  Xeah 
Bay  tribe  don't  get  as  many  seals  as  formerly  is  because  there  are  so  many  less  hunters  to  catch  them. 
And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  A.  D.  LAIXG. 

Subscribed  and  declared  before  me,  the  Undersigned,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned,  and 
ling  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  3rd  day  of 
December,  a.k  1892. 

(Signed)  Francis  B.  Gregory, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  tin  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Declaration  of  General  Jackson. 

On  board  Canadian  Government  Steam-ship  "  Quadra,"  at  Xeah  Bay, 
Slate  of  Washington,  United  States  of  America. 

1.  GENERAL  JACKSON,  of  Xeah  Bay,  in  the  county  of  Clallam,  in  the  State  of  Washington, 
United  States  of  America,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  am  a  Makah  Indian,  and  live  at  Xeah  Bay.  I  am  more  than  50  years  old.  I  was 
never  out  sealing  in  canoes. 

2.  That  I  was  up  in  Behring  Sea  one  year  in  the  Boston  (American)  schooner  "  Signet,"  CaptaiD 
Kimberly.  We  went  ashore  twice  on  the  Seal  Islands — I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  island.  There 
was  no  cutter  there  then.  We  got  "hiyou"  (great  many)  seals.  We  got  thousands — don't  know  how 
many  thousands.  We  went  ashore  in  the  daytime  soon  as  we  got  our  breakfast.  Did  not  see  any 
policemen  there.  We  got  to  Alaska  about  the  middle  of  June,  and  on  the  4th  July  we  went  ashore 
on  the  island.     I  got  back  to  Xeah  Bay  when  the  Indians  were  digging  new  potatoes.     Boscowitz  had 

m  at  Neah  Bay  then.  Kimberly  sold  seal-skins  to  Boscowitz.  Mr.  Landes  and  another  man  were 
in  the  Boscowitz  store  then.     Was  never  in  Behring  Sea  afterwards. 

3.  That  a  Boston  "  Tyhee "  (Headman)  last  spring  took  Peter,  the  Indian  policeman  here,  and 
Peter  got  the  rest  of  the  Indians  here  to  give  evidence.  I  did  not  give  any.  John  McGlynn  is  the 
Indian  Agent  here.  The  Indian  policeman  here — Peter — told  the  other  Indians  here  that  if  they  told 
the  King  George  (British)  men  anything  about  seals  they  would  be  put  in  gaol.  He  told  them  that 
when  the  "  Boston "  (United  States')  man-of-war  was  here  taking  the  Indians'  evidence.  Peter  is 
always  telling  them  that.  Peter  has  often  told  me  that  McGlynn  knows  Peter  tells  the  Indians  this. 
McGlynn  makes  him  do  it — they  are  just  the  same  as  one. 

4.  That  there  are  nothing  like  so  many  Indians  here  now  as  there  used  to  lie.  When  I  was 
young  there  was  8,000,  now  there  are  only  900  here — Ohsett,  Quiuelth,  and  Waachset, 

5.  Very  few  Indians  here  go  out  sealing  now  like  there  used  to  be.  Great  many  seals  here  now. 
Indians  go  off  Cape  Flattery  in  canoes  about  4  miles  to  catch  them.  One  man  gets  80  seals  in  season, 
another  man  70,  some  40,  some  as  many  as  100.  They  get  as  many  now  as  they  used  to — it  was 
always  like  that. 

6.  That  all  what  is  written  down  here  has  been  read  over  and  explained  to  me  in  Chinook,  which 
I  understand.  I  know  what  is  written  here,  and  it  is  all  true.  I  am  afraid  Peter  will  put  me  in  gaol 
for  coming  here. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

— ^  (Signed)  GENERAL  JACKSOX,  his  x  mark. 

Witnesses : 
(Signed)  A.  D.  Laixg. 

Wm.  Owex. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  General  Jackson,  the  same  having  been  first  read  over  and 
fully  explained  to  him  in  the  Chinook  tongue,  and  he  fully  understanding  the  same,  before  me,  a 
Notary  Public  duly  commissioned  in  and  for  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  on   board  the  said 
Canadian  Government  steamer  "  Quadra,"  at  Xeah  Bay,  this  29th  day  of  Xovember,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  George  Wester. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

GEOlMfE  WESTER,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: — 

1.  I  am  an   American   subject,  and   a  resident  of   San  Francisco.     Have   been  engaged  in  seal- 
hunting  for  the  past  seven  years. 
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2.  This  year  (1892)  I  was  captain  of  the  "Emma  and  Louisa,"  and  reached  this  port  on  or  about 
the  11th  July  with  1,342  skins  on  board,  which  was  the  season's  catch  for  the  said  vessel. 

On  the  12th  July,  or  next  day  after  our  arrival,  I  went  on  board  the  vessel  in  order  to  discharge  my 
skins,  when  I  found  the  hatches  up,  and  a  stranger  engaged  in  sorting  the  skins  out,  which  were  being 
thrown  up  from  below.  1  asked  the  man  at  the  hatch  by  whose  authority  this  was  being  done  ;  he 
replied  by  Mr.  Ladd's.  I  then  asked  the  stranger  what  he  was  doing,  and  he  answered  he  was 
inspecting  the  skins,  and  was  appointed  by  the  Customs  to  do  so. 

3.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  an  expert,  and  he  said-  he  was.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  knew  the 
difference  between  a  sea-lion's  skin  and  that  of  a  fur-seal.  He  made  no  reply,  but  smiled  con- 
temptuously. 

4.  The  inspection  commenced  about  11  a.m.,  and  was  finished  before  2-30  p.m.  of  the  same  day, 
and  was  that  usually  made  by  a  prospective  purchaser,  for  he  appeared  to  throw  them  into  piles 
according  to  sizes,  feeling  the  fur  and  glancing  at  the  iuside  of  the  skin  for  the  evident  purpose  of 
seeing  whether  any  were  "  punky." 

5.  The  said  vessel  "  Emma  and  Louisa  "  is  owned  and  managed  by  C.  D.  Ladd,  merchant,  of  this 
city,  who  was  present  at  the  inspection  referred  to,  and  remained  during  the  whole  time  it  lasted 
superintending  and  assisting  in  the  work. 

6.  I  do  not  know  the  party  referred  to  who  inspected  the  skins,  but  would  describe  him  as  from 
30  to  35  years  of  age,  •">  ft.  10  in.  or  5  ft.  11  in.  in  height,  fair  complexion,  and  light  moustache. 

7.  In  my  experience  of  seven  years'  seal-hunting  I  have  handled  a  large  number  of  skins,  and  I 
consider  it  impossible  for  any  expert  to  determine  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  sex  of  the  seal  from 
which  the  skins  have  been  taken  (except  in  the  case  of  an  old  "  wig  ")  after  they  have  lain  for  any  time 
in  salt,  and  altogether  impossible  to  distinguish  those  of  the  females  which  have  been  carrying  pup  at 
time  of  death,  as  the  skins  shrink  to  their  ordinary  size. 

8.  I  have  not  been  paid  or  promised  anything  for  making  the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have 

read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  GEO.  WESTER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  December.  1892 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  of  George  B.  Barber. 


State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

GEOEGE  B.  BARBER,  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

1.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  book-keeper  for  C.  D.  Ladd,  merchant,  of  said  city,  doing 
business  at  Nos.  529  and  531,  on  Kearny  Street. 

2.  Said  C.  D.  Ladd  is  engaged  in  the  sealing  business  as  owner  and  manager  of  the  vessels 
"  Emma  and  Louisa  "  and  "  Lily  L." 

3.  Previous  to  the  departure  of  the  vessel  "  Emma  and  Louisa  "  this  year  (1892)  I  measured  the 
ammunition  that  was  supplied  to  her  for  the  use  of  the  seal-hunters,  and  charged  her  for  the  same  in  a 
book  kept  for  the  purpose,  and  on  her  return  I  measured  up  and  credited  her  in  the  same  book  what 
she  had  left  over  and  returned. 

4.  On  calculating  what  was  used,  I  found  that  the  amount  did  not  reach  quite  four  shots  for  each 
skin  that  comprised  her  cargo  on  return  ;  this  allowed  for  all  ammunition  used  in  practice,  hunting 
game,  signalling,  and  other  purposes. 

5.  Nothing  has  been  paid  or  promised  me  for  making  this  statement,  which  T  have  read  over  and 
found  correct. 

(Signed)  GEO.  B    BARBER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  9th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  John  Coffee, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco,  State  of  California. 

(Seal.) 


[Note. — Affidavits  of  Frank  W.  Adams,  p.  94,  and  Jim  Narwassan,  p.  140.  belong  here.] 
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Statement  by  August  Tychson. 

AUGUST  TYCHSON,  seal-hunter,  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  makes  the  following  state- 
ment : — 

On  or  about  the  22ml  day  of  April,  1892,  a  gentleman  met  me  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and 
asked  me  to  go  to  the  Driard  Hotel,  View  Street,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  give  evidence  before 
Major  Williams,  said  to  lie  acting  for  the  United  States'  Government,  on  sealing  and  seal  life. 

I  went  to  the  Driard  Hotel,  saw  Major  Williams.  He  asked  me  several  leading  qnestions,  to 
which  I  replied. 

Major  Williams  asked  me,  "New  ('green')  hunters  destroy  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  seals  they 
shot  al  '" 

1  answered," I  do  not  believe  they  do;  in  fact  I  do  not  know  how  many  seals  any  hunter 
destroys ;  so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  never  destroyed  1  per  cent,  of  the  seals  I  shot  at." 

From  the  way  Major  Williams  used  the  word  "  destroyed,"  I  understood  it  to  mean  that  to 
"  destroy  "  a  seal  was  to  wound  it  so  that  the  seal  would  escape  from  the  hunter  and  die  afterwards. 

Major  Williams  wrote  a  number  of  questions  and  answers,  and  requested  me  to  sign  them.  The 
answers  not  being  correct  and  in  accordance  with  facts,  I  positively  refused  to  sign  them.  I  have 
been  out  sealing  seven  seasons,  and  have  closely  studied  seals  and  their  habits.  I  have  not  seen  many 
wounded  seals.  When  I  hit  a  seal  1  nearly  always  get  the  seal.  On  the  average  not  over  2  per  cent, 
of  the  seals  shot  get  away  after  being  shot.  Seals  are  not  decreasing  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  Behring 
Sea.     I  saw  more  seals  last  year  (1891 )  than  any  former  year  since  I  have  been  sealing. 

In  1886  when  sealing  I  opened  a  female  seal  and  removed  the  pup  out  of  the  female  seal.  The 
pup  lived,  and  I  believe  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  any  pup  seal,  when  pupped,  will  live 
without  care  from  the  mother  seal. 

(Signed)  AUGUST  TYCHSON. 

Sworn  to  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  this  6th  dav  of  May,  1892. 
(Signed)  E.  P.  Marvin,  J.P. 


Statement  by  James  Robert  Jamicson. 


JAMES  ROBERT  JAMIESON,  sealer,  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  makes  the  following 
statement : — 

A  young  man,  a  stranger  to  me,  met  me  on  or  about  the  20th  April,  1892,  and  told  me  that 
Major  Williams,  Representative  of  the  United  States'  Government,  was  at  the  Driard  Hotel,  View 
Street,  Victoria,  and  that  he  (Major  Williams)  wanted  sealers  to  go  to  the  Driard  and  tell  what  they 
knew  about  sealing. 

I  went  to  the  Driard  Hotel,  and  met  the  gentleman  called  Major  Williams,  who  questioned  me 
about  sealing. 

Major  Williams  asked  me  the  following  questions,  to  which  I  gave  the  following  replies  as  near  as 
I  can  remember:— 

"  How  many  schooners  had  you  been  in  ?" 

I  told  him*  I  had  been  in  the  "Mary  Taylor,"  "Mountain  Chief."  "  Adele,"  "  Teresa,"  "  Molly 
Adams  "  (now  called  the  "  E.  B.  Marvin"),  "  Mascotte,"  "  Venture,"  and  "  Minnie." 

"  What  was  the  catch  of  each  schooner  ?" 

I  told  him  "  Mary  Taylor,"  about  800  seals ;  "  Mountain  Chief,"  about  70  seals ;  "  Adele,"  about 
800  ;  "  Teresa,"  about  400  ;  "  Molly  Adams  "  (now  the  "  E  B.  Marvin  "),  about  2,000 ;  "  Venture,"  about 
675 ;  "  Minnie,"  about  5 ;  "  Mascotte,"  about  4,  during  the  time  I  was  aboard  of  them.  And  Major 
Williams  asked  me  several  other  questions,  and  gave  me  2  dollars  for  my  evidence. 

I  consider  I  have  had  as  much  experience  as  most  sealers  out  of  this  port.  I  have  studied  the 
habits  of  seals  closely  during  the  six  seasons  I  have  been  sealing.  I  do  not  believe  the  seals  are 
decreasing.  I  think  the  average  hunter  would  miss  one-third  the  seals  shot  at.  I  never  saw  seals  on 
the  way  to  Behring  Sea  that  had  given  birth  to  young.  Not  over  one  in  forty  of  the  females  caught 
on  the  coast  en  route  to  Behring  Sea  were  with  pup  inside,  or  accompanied  by  pup.  The  Indians  use 
spears,  and  white  hunters  use  shot-guns  and  rifles  to  kill  the  seals.  Not  over  one  seal  in  twenty 
escapes  after  being  shot  by  the  hunter. 

During  the  time  I  have  been  sealing  I  have  always  seen  three  or  four  seals  caught  in  Behring  Sea 
to  one  caught  on  the  coast.  In  all  the  time  I  have  been  sealing  I  never  knew  the  sealers  to  go  within 
In  miles  of  the  land  after  seals. 

(feigned)  JAMES  ROBERT  JAMIESON 

Sworn  to  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  by  the  said  James  Robert  Jamieson,  this  29th  April 
L892. 

(Signed)  E.  B.  Marvin,  J.P. 
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Statement  by  Alfred  Dearelen. 

ALFRED  DEARDEN",  porter,  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  being  sworn,  makes  the  following 
statement,  viz.  : — 

That  ow  or  about  the  20th  April,  1892,  George  Dillon,  of  Victoria,  met  me  and  told  me  he  would  like 
me  to  go  to  the  Driard  Hotel,  View  Street,  Victoria,  and  see  Major  'Williams,  who  was  collecting  evidence 
regarding  sealing  for  the  United  States'  Government,  and  tell  Major  Williams  what  I  knew  about  sealing, 
and  George  Dillon  also  told  me  I  would  get  something  from  Major  Williams  for  my  trouble.  I  went  to 
the  Driard  Hotel  on  or  about  the  20th  April,  and  was  questioned  by  the  gentleman  called  Major 
Williams. 

Major  Williams  asked  me  : — 

Q.  Have  you  been  out  sealing  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  What  schooner  were  you  aboard  of  ? — A.  The  "  Mollie  Adams ;"  her  name  was  afterwards 
changed  to  the  "  E.  B.  Marvin." 

Q.  What  did  you  ship  as  ? — A.  As  boat-puller,  but  during  the  voyage  I  acted  as  ship-keeper  or 
deck-hand. 

Q.  How  many  skins  did  the  "  E.  B.  Marvin  "  have  before  reaching  Behring  Sea  ? — A.  Over  900. 

Q.  What  Pass  did  you  go  through  in  entering  Behring  Sea  ? — A.  Ounamack  Pass. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  Victoria  for,  and  when  did  you  return  from,  Behring  Sea? — A.  Left  the 
27th  April,  1890,  returned  September  1890. 

Q.  How  many  seals  did  the  "  E.  B.  Marvin  "  get  ? — A.  2,159. 

Those  were  about  all  the  questions  Major  Williams  asked  me  so  far  as  I  can  remember.  I 
consider  I  know  as  much  about  sealing  as  any  of  the  sealers  out  of  this  port.  I  studied  the  habits  of 
sealers  closely  while  on  my  sealing  voyage.  I  consider  half  the  seals  caught  by  the  schooner 
"  E.  B.  Marvin  "  during  the  time  I  was  aboard  of  her  were  female  seals,  and  a  large  portion  of  those 
female  seals  were  barren.  Major  Williams'  clerk  or  Secretary  gave  me  2  dollars  for  the  replies  I  gave 
to  questions  asked  me  by  the  Major  at  the  Driard  Hotel.  I  did  not  read  the  evidence  which  I  signed 
for  Major  Williams  at  the  Driard  Hotel. 

I  have  read  the  above,  and  conscientiously  believe  the  same  to  be  true. 

(Signed)  ALFRED  DEARDEN,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  to  signature : 

(Signed)  W.  R.  Brown. 

Sworn  to  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  before  me,  this  20th  day  of  April,  1892. 
(Signed)  E.  B.  Marvin,  J.P. 


Affidavit  of  Edward  Eustace. 

EDWARD  EUSTACE  makes  oath,  and  says  :— 

On  Thursday  last  I  was  stopped  in  the  street  by  a  man  whose  name  I  don't  know,  who  cold  me 
that  if  I  went  up  and  gave  evidence  about  the  sealing  business  I  would  get  2  dollars.  He  asked  me  to 
meet  him  at  the  corner  of  Johnson  Street,  at  2  o'clock  that  afternoon.  1  did  so,  and  he  took  me  up  to 
the  Lh'iard  Hotel.  He  did  not  tell  me  whom  he  was  taking  me  to  see.  I  was  taken  into  a  room 
before  a  gentleman  who  asked  me  to  give  him  all  the  information  I  could  about  sealing.  1  did  so,  and 
he  told  me  to  return  the  next  day  at  10  o'clock  and  sign  it.  I  did  go  the  next  day,  when  a  person  met 
me  at  the  door  of  the  hotel  and  postponed  me  until  the  following  day,  when  the  same  person  whom  I 
had  met  on  the  previous  day  told  me  that  they  did  not  like  my  evidence.  I  asked  for  the  pay  I  had  been 
promised,  which  he  would  not  give,  but  offered  me  half-a-dollar,  which  I  would  not  accept.  I  told  him 
he  ought  to  pay  me  for  my  time  and  he  said:  "  You  don't  do  much  here  anyway."  He  did  not  ask  me 
to  sign  my  evidence,  as  he  said  it  was  no  use  to  them.  He  asked  me  whether  there  were  more  male 
than  female  seals  killed,  and  I  told  him,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  most  males.  He  asked  me  if  we 
went  near  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and  I  said  no,  we  never  sighted  land  after  we  got  into  the  sea.  He 
asked  if  the  Indians  used  guns.  I  said  sometimes.  He  asked  me  if  the  Indians  lost  many  seals  by 
spearing  them.  I  said  no,  I  thought  not.  My  experience  of  sealing  is  one  season  in  Behring  Sea  in 
1890,  and  one  season  on  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  about  ten  years  ago.  I  did  not  at  the  time 
study  the  habits  of  seals  closely. 

(Signed)  E.  EUSTACE. 

Sworn  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  this  28th  day  of  April,  1892,  before  me. 
(Signed)  E.  B.  Marvin,  J.P. 


Affidavit  of  William  Albert  Slwrt. 


WILLIAM  ALBERT  SHORT  makes  oath  and  says:— 

I  am  a  painter,  and  reside  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia.  In  1890  I  was  out  sealing  in  the 
schooner  "  Maggie  Mac."  I  was  a  boat-puller.  I  never  made  it  my  business  to  study  the  habits  of 
seals  closely,  but  did  so  as  much  as  any  other  sealer.  On  or  about  the  20th  of  this  month  a  man  whom 
I  know  by  sight  about  town,  but  do  not  know  his  name,  called  at  my  shop  and  said  that  there  was  a 
man  at  the  Driard  who  wanted  to  get  information  about  sealing.    He  did  not  say  who  the  man  was, 
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and  T  did  not  know.  I  went  there,  and  a  gentleman,  who,  1  was  told  afterwards,  was  Major  "Williams, 
asked  me  questions  about  the  sealing  business.  He  asked  me  whether  we  got  most  male  or  female 
seals.  1  told  him  that  in  some  places  we  got  most  males  and  in  others  most  females.  He  asked  in 
what  portions  of  Behring  Sea  we  caughl  seals,  and  how  far  from  land.  He  named  certain  places  alone 
the  coast,  and  1  told  bim  whether  we  had  oi  no!  been  there.  The  man  who  told  me  to  go  there 
informed  me  that  I  would  get  2  dollars  for  going,  and  he  was  to  have  50  cents  for  each  person  he 
brought  in  to  give  evidence.  When  1  had  finished  my  evidence  I  signed  it,  and  was  paid  2  dollars.  I 
was  i  ir  to  it. 

(Signed  W.   A.  SHORT. 

Sworn  to  before  me  ai  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  this  28th  day  of  April.  1S92. 
E    B.  Marvin,  J.P. 


Declaration  of  Adolpk  Bida 


City  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  to  wit, 

1.  ADOLPH  R1DDERBJELKE,  of  the  city  of  New  Whatcom,  in  the  State  of  Washington    do 
solemnly  declare  and  say  : — 

1.  That  on  the  11th  or  12th  day  of  November,  1891,  I  entered  the  Behring  Sea  through  the  1 
Pass,  "i-  Issanacks  Straits,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  and  set  course  for  St.  George  Island,  and  having 
been  compelled  to  heave-to  on  account  of  contrary  winds,  did  not  reach  the  vicinity  of  the  island  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  16th.     A;  about  '6  o'clock  in  that  afternoon  we  were  close  enough  to  the  island 
have  been  seen  from  it  had  a  loo  en  kept — the  afternoon  was  bright  and  clear.     We  were  i 

enough  to  see  the  outline  of  the  bay  on  the  south  side  of  the  island.  We  passed  the  island  and  returned 
between  midnight  and  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.  close  enough  to  sight  North-East  Point, 
and  kept  on  towards  the  Island.  When  move  than  a  mile  away  from  the  island  a  boat  was  lowered  It 
returned  to  the  schooner  ah  mt  half-an-hour  afterwards.  The  boat  was  sent  out  to  see  that  all  was  well, 
and  returned  with  the  report  that  they  had  seen  nothing.  I  then  lowered  all  our  boats  (three)  at  115  ; 
ten  men  went  ashore.  They  remained  ashore  until  nearly  7  o'clock ;  it  was  then  daylight.  After  the 
boatsleft,  I  steamed  in  so  close  to  the  shore  that  I  could  see  the  rocks  on  the  bottom.  Frequent 
attempts  were  made  to  get  the  seals  on  board,  but  the  swell  was  so  heavy  that  there  was  great  trouble 
with  the  boats,  and  only  thirty-seven  seals  were  got  on  board.  I  could  see  the  guard-house  plainly,  but 
no  one  appeared,  though  a  tremendous  noise  was  made.  The  men  were  continually  calling  out  and 
shouting  ;  all  the  vessel's  lights  were  lit  during  the  whole  time.  No  lights  were  taken  ashore,  as  the 
night  was  clear,  the  moon  shining  during  the  early  part  of  the  evening.  We  then  steamed  round  to 
Garden  Cove,  where  the  vessel  was  anchored.  At  about  ?<  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  people  on  the 
island  seemed  to  have  awoke,  for  two  men  were  seen  walking  on  the  hill  behind  Garden  Cove.  "We  were 
about  a  mile  from  shore  at  the  time.  I  at  once  got  up  the  anchor  and  steamed  away.  I  went  to  Maku- 
shin  then,  and  afterwards  to  Vnalaska.  I  started  for  Macushin  again  after  having  been  several  days 
at  Unalaska,  but  on  account  of  heavy  weather  had  to  return  to  the  latter  place.  While  there  the  first 
time  my  papers  were  sealed  up,  and  I  was  ordered  by  the  Custom-house  officer  to  proceed  to  Sitka. 
From  one  or  more  of  my  men  the  Deputy  Marshal  learned  where  we  had  been,  and  after  we  had  been 
in  Unalaska  several  days  he  took  charge  of  the  vessel.  We  were  kept  there  until  the  steamer  "  Elsie  " 
arrived  from  Sitka,  about  the  loth  April.  We  were  then  taken  to  Sitka,  reaching  there  the  28th  April, 
I  think.  While  at  Sitka,  Captain  Lavender,  whom  I  was  told  was  an  Agent  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, examined  me  as  to  my  belief  as  to  what  would  be  the  best  means  by  which  the  seal?  might  be 
protected.  I  told  him  that,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  matter,  1  thought  that  to  protect  the 
properly  there  should  be  years  when  no  -  mid  be  taken,  either  on  the  islands  or  at  sea.    He  took 

down  my  evidence  and  asked  me  to  swear  to  it.  which  I  did.     1  know  that  he  also  examined  som>   oi 
m\  men  ;  none  of  them  were  good  hunters,  as  they  lacked  experience. 

««Z3hd  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ADOLPH  RIDDERBJELKE. 

Taken  and  declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  this  29th  day  of  September,  1892. 
ned)  D.  M.  Eberxs,  A  Notary  Pvbk 

for  the  Province  oj  /•' 
and  a  i  'on,  m  'or  taking 

ts   to   be  i   the  & 


1  John  Kraft. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia. 
City  of  Victoria, 

I,  J(  >1I\   KRAFT,  .if  the  city  of  Victoria,  make  oath  and  say  : — 

That  I  have  been  sealing  eight  years — three  as  a  hunter— one  year  on  the  ';  Adele,"  and  two  years 
on  the  "Vancouver  Belle."  Three  years  ago  1  got  213  seal>.  but  did  not  count  those  that  sank;  there 
were  very  few. 
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I  did  not  seal  on  the  coast  last  year,  but  went  straight  to  Behring  Sea ;  we  were  soon  ordered 
away,  and  I  got  only  28  seals.  I  did  not  lose  one.  This  year  I  got  219,  and  not  more  than  4  or  5  were 
killed  by  me  that  sank.  When  seals  are  badly  wounded,  severely  enough  to  die  afterwards,  we 
generally  get  them — nearly  always.  I  saw  more  seals  on  the  coast  this  year  than  ever  before,  and  that 
is  what  the  other  hunters  say  too. 

I  have  seen  seals  in  schools  both  south  along  the  Washington  coast  and  north  on  Fairweather 
Grounds.  They  are  harder  to  get  when  in  schools.  I  went  over  to  Copper  Island  side  this  year  ;  saw 
no  difference  in  the  seals  there,  unless  it  is  that  they  are  a  little  darker. 

It  is  hard  to  tell  how  many  males  I  get  and  how  many  females,  as  I  never  kept  count,  but  I  think 
about  half  are  females ;  cows  with  young  in  them  are  more  on  the  look-out  than  others,  and  all  seals 
on  the  coast  were  wilder  than  I  saw  them  before,  and  on  the  Copper  Island  side  they  were  not  so  wild. 
I  account  for  this  by  the  fact  that  seals  are  more  hunted  on  this  side. 

I  have  seen  males  and  females  cohabiting  in  the  water.  I  have  seen  seals  with  shot  in  them,  and 
believe  even  with  shot  in  they  will  live  all  right, 

I  was  last  year  on  the  "  Borealis,"  and  we  were  over  on  the  Copper  Island  side,  and  landed  there 
in  November — at  least  we  tried  to  land,  but  the  weather  was  too  bad.  We  then  came  over  to  the 
Pribyloff  Islands,  and  tried  to  land  on  St.  George,  but  did  not  succeed.  We  then  went  to  the  south- 
west side  of  St.  Paul  Island,  and  landed  there.  We  got  400  skins ;  we  saw  no  one  ashore,  but  saw  a 
cutter  while  we  were  anchored  under  a  high  bluff.  It  was  about  2  miles  off.  anchored  near  the  village 
We  went  right  into  the  bay  there,  though  we  saw  the  cutter,  for  we  were  bound  to  get  seals.  We 
anchored  about  10  o'clock,  and  lowered  boats  and  went  ashore.  We  left  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  We  clubbed  the  seals,  and  brought  them  on  board  without  skinning  them.  We  got  away 
■without  being  seen,  and  were  out  of  sight  of  the  island  before  daylight.  We  then  came  straight 
home. 

Two  years  ago  this  coming  winter  we  raided  the  same  rookery  in  the  "  Adele,"  and  got  400  ;  we 
saw  neither  cutter  nor  people ;  we  anchored  about  9  o'clock,  and  went  away  about  6  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  No  one  saw  us.  We  then  came  back  ;  400  is  a  fair  night's  work.  The  seals  are  easily  got ; 
we  drive  them  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  kill  them  there  ;  the  tide  and  canoes  wash  the  blood  away 
then.  I  do  not  think  the  United  States'  Government  has  the  right  to  allow  a  Company  to  kill  all  the 
seals,  and  I  and  my  companions,  since  we  have  been  prevented  from  taking  seals  in  Behring  Sea, 
thought  it  was  not  wrong  to  take  them  ashore.  Among  the  seals  we  got  were  three  or  four  with  shot 
in  them ;  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  them. 

The  above  statements  are  all  true,  and  I  have  read  them  over  carefully.  No  consideration  was 
given  me  for  having  made  them. 

(Signed)  JOHN  KRAFT. 

Sworn  to  before  me  at  Victoria,  this  5th  day  of  October,  1892. 
(Signed)  Thomas  Shotbolt,  J.I'. 

(Seal.) 


Deposition  oj  S.  L.  Bcckwith. 

State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

S.  L.  BECKWITH,  of  San  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

1.  I  live  in  San  Francisco,  and  came  here  in  1848,  and  have  lived  on  the  coast  ever  since.  Am 
aged  72  years,  and  follow  boat-building.  Was  a  hunter  for  about  eight  years,  both  for  sea-otter  and 
fur-seal. 

2.  I  was  mate  on  the  vessel  "Alexander,"  belonging  to  Hermann  Liebes,  of  which  Captain  Carlson 
was  master.  In  1880,  or  thereabouts,  I  went  up  in  her  to  Behring  Sea,  and  was  one  of  these  who 
went  ashore  from  her  on  Otter  Island — one  of  the  Pribyloff  group — for  the  purpose  of  making  a  raid, 
and  got  over  300  skins.  I  do  not  remember  how  many  exactly,  but  all  we  could  find — all  there  were 
there.  At  that  time  the  lease  of  the  islands  was  held  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  of  San 
Francisco.  In  the  same  year,  and  on  the  same  voyage,  I  went  ashore  and  raided  Copper  Island,  and 
got  about  100  seals,  and  we  would  have  got  a  great  many  more,  for  we  had  about  1,200  killed,  when 
we  were  fired  upon.  A  Japanese  vessel  was  there  the  day  before  raiding,  and  several  of  the  raiders 
were  shot.     The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  were  the  lessees  of  the  island  at  that  time. 

3.  I  have  hunted  otter  on  the  Japanese  coast,  but  did  not  do  any  seal-hunting  there.  I  remember 
that  there  was  a  seal  rookery  on  Ketoy  Island,  one  of  the  Kurile  group — that  was  about  1873  or  1874. 
I  have  been  there  since,  and  they  are  all  destroyed. 

4.  I  never  heard  of  a  sealing- vessel  named  the  "  Maggie  Ross,"  and  I  do  not  believe  there  ever 
was  one,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of  the  "  Charles  D.  Wilson." 

5.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  has  anything  been  promised  me,  in  consideration  of  making 
the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  S.  L.  BECKWITH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  November,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 
[118J  3  13 
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Declaration  of  John  Coles. 

T,  JOHN  COLES,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  make  oath  and  say  :— - 

1.  That  I  sailed  from  this  place  on  the  sealing-schooner  "Mascotte"  on  the  25th  June  last  on  a 
voya«e  to  Behring  Sea.  On  the  24lh  Octoher  I  was  transferred  to  the  schooner  "  Challenge,"  an 
American  vessel  registered  at  Sea-home  or  Whatcom,  Washington.  We  entered  Behring  Sea  about 
the  10th  November  ^the  object  being  to  raid  the  rookeries  on  St.  George  Island.  We  landed  on  the 
north-east  rookery  on  that  island  about  1  a.m.  We  found  the  seals  in  great  numbers;  they  were  so 
thick  that  they  tumbled  down  the  cliffs  and  killed  one  another.  The  night  was  clear  and  bright, 
although  there  was  a  heavy  sea  raging.  I  don't  know  whether  there  was  any  one  on  guard  or  not,  but 
I  didn't  see  any  one,  and  we  were  not  interfered  with.  Had  the  sea  been  calm  we  would  have  got 
from  T.r)()  to  1.000  seals.  As  it  was,  we  had  to  leave  most  of  those  we  killed,  and  get  on  board  our 
vessel  and  steam  away.  The  "  Challenge  "  is  a  small  steam-schooner  of  37  tons.  We  saw  some  seals 
while  crossing  Behring" Sea,  and  others  again  on  the  20th  November  at  Makushin  Bay.  We  spent  the 
day  after  the  raid  in  Garden  Cove,  but  at  5  P.M.  we  saw  a  man  on  shore,  and  made  off.  The  vessel  was 
seized  in  January  at  Ounalaska,  and  on  the  18th  April  we  were  sent  to  Sitka,  reaching  there  on  the 

28th  April. 

2.  That  while  we  were  in  gaol  at  Sitka  we  were  sent  for  to  give  evidence  before  a  gentleman  who 
was  takin"  evidence  for  the  United  States'  Government — Captain  Lavender,  I  think  his  name  was.  I 
did  not  ga  The  other  men,  when  they  returned,  were  laughing  at  the  stories  they  had  told — "fairy 
tales"  they  culled  them.  He  seemed  anxious  to  prove  that  not  more  than  one  seal  out  of  fifteen  shot 
is  secured,  and  asked  them  if  this  were  not  the  case.  There  were  no  regular  seal-hunters  among  the 
men  and  if  they  had  all  told  the  truth  they  could  not  have  given  information  of  much  value. 

(Signed)  JOHN  COLES. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  2nd  day  of 

June,  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  R.  Milne,  Collector  of  Customs. 

Victoria,  B.C.,  June  2,  1892. 


Declaration  of  Eobert  Hope. 

I,  ROBERT  HOPE,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  sailor,  make  oath  and  say : — 

That  in  the  year  1891  I  went  on  a  sealing  voyage  in  the  schooner  "Mascotte."  I  was  engaged 
as  boat-steerer  when  on  her  until  the  24th  October,  when  I  engaged  as  hunter  on  the  "Challenge." 

As  steerer,  I  could  see  the  seals  plainly  when  they  were  shot,  and  the  boat  I  was  in  lost  only  one 
in  the  entire  season. 

We  took  more  cows  than  bulls,  I  think,  but  no  record  was  kept. 

The  boat  went  up  to  from  10  to  30  feet  of  a  sleeping  seal  before  it  was  shot  at.  I  kept  no  record 
of  things  when  on  the  schooner,  and  can  tell  no  more  than  this. 

I  was  one  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  raid  on  St.  George  Island  last  November.  We  went  close 
in  to  the  shore  with  our  steam  schooner,  and  the  boats  were  then  sent  ashore.  There  were  a  great 
many  seals  there,  and  had  the  sea  been  smooth,  so  that  the  seals  could  have  been  taken  to  the  vessel, 
we  could  have  killed  700  or  800.  The  sea  grew  so  rough  that  we  had  to  hurry  away,  leaving  about 
100  there  besides  those  we  took.  We  did  not  see  any  watchman  on  shore,  and  we  were  not  interfered 
with  by  any  one.  We  went  around  to  Garden  Cove  for  shelter,  intending  to  return  to  the  rookeries  the 
next  night ;  but  about  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  one  man  on  shore,  and  we  steamed  away. 
We  spent  some  weeks  among  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  were  in  January  seized  by  the  Custom-house 
offieesjit  Unalaska,  and  in  April  were  sent  down  to  Sitka,  where  we  were  sentenced  to  one  month  in 

gaol. 

While  there  we  were  sent  for  by  an  Agent  of  the  United  States'  Government — Captain  Lavender, 
I  think  his  name  was.  He  asked  me  how  far  seals  were  away  when  shot  at,  and  I  told  him  just  what 
I  have  said  above. 

I  told  him  too  that  we  lost  only  one  seal  during  the  season  in  our  boat.  He  asked  also  if  rifles 
were  not  better  than  shot-guns,  but  1  told  him  no. 

I  told  him  also  that  if  a  seal  is  not  too  badly  wounded  to  be  caught,  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
them  dying  afterwards.  If  a  seal  is  badly  wounded  we  are  surer  of  getting  it  than  if  it  is  killed 
at  once. 

Most  of  those  examined  had  never  been  sealing  before. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  HOPE,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  3rd  day  of 
June,  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  It.  Milne. 

Victoria,  June  3,  1892. 
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Declaration  of  Robert  John  Horton. 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Victoria. 

I,  EOBEET  JOHN  HOETON,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  cf  British  Columbia, 
furrier,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  in  the  employment  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  Victoria  for  the  last 
thirty-two  years. 

2.  That  since  1886  I  have  had  the  charge  of  the  purchasing  and  packing  of  furs  of  all  kinds  for 
the  Company,  and  since  1871  had  full  charge  of  the  fur  department. 

3.  That  every  year  I  have  handled  fur-seal  skins  brought  in  by  Indians  from  the  west  coast  and 
from  points  as  far  north  as  Wrangel,  in  Alaska.  In  some  years — especially  between  1870  and 
1875 — I  bought  quantities  from  sealing-schooners  caught  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island. 

4.  That  I  have  never  seen  the  seals  before  skinning,  and  I  cannot  tell  the  skin  of.  a  male  from 
that  of  a  female  for  that  reason.  I  think  it  almost  impossible  for  any  one  to  do  so,  especially  when  the 
skins  are  about  the  same  average  size.  Of  course,  old  bulls  and  grey  pups  can  be  distinguished  from 
the  others,  but  the  sex  of  a  grey  pup  cannot  be  told  from  the  skin. 

5.  That  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  since  the  schooners  began  sealing,  the  average  size  of  the 
seal-skins  I  have  bought  has  been  larger  than  in  former  years,  and  of  better  quality. 

6.  That  the  fur-seal  skins  taken  from  Queen  Charlotte  Island  northward,  both  along  the  coast  and 
in  Behring  Sea,  are  of  better  quality  than  those  of  the  west  cofist.  The  finest  quality  of  seal-skins  we 
get  come  from  the  coast  about  the  north  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Island  and  Fort  Simpson,  in  British 
Columbia. 

7.  That  all  the  seals  belong  to  the  same  herd,  and  the  difference  in  the  fur  is  due  to  the  season, 
quantity  and  quality  of  food,  and  temperature  of  the  water. 

8.  That  the  whiskers  of  a  seal  when  young  are  black  and  short,  but  when  the  seal  arrives  at 
maturity,  whether  male  or  female,  the  colour  of  the  whiskers  changes  to  grey  or  white.  The  sex  of  the 
mature  seal  cannot  be  told  by  the  colour  or  length  of  its  whiskers. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  E.  J.  HOETON. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  E.  J.  Horton  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned* 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  this  23rd  day  of  November 
A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.)  

Deposition  of  Archibald  Cook  Sutherland. 
State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

AECHIBALD  COOK  SUTHEELAND,  of  Oakland,  in  Alameda  County,  in  the  State  of 
California,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  : — 

1.  I,  to-day,  the  8th  December,  a.d.  1892,  went  to  the  store  of  Liebes  and  Co.,  and  in  one  of  the 
private  offices  of  that  firm  met  Mr.  C.  J.  Behlow,  one  of  the  firm,  and  he  is  not  the  party  who  made 
the  inspection  of  the  seal-skins  of  the  "  Sophia  Sutherland,"  referred  to  in  paragraph  No.  4  of  my 
deposition  of  the  6th  of  this  month,  which  is  annexed  hereto. 

2.  The  firm  of  Liebes  and  Co.  are  furriers  in  this  city,  and  their  place  of  business  is  on  Post 
Street  in  this  city,  and  that  is  where  I  saw  Mr.  C.  J.  Behlow  to-day. 

3.  Mr.  Behlow  referred  to  acknowledged  that  he  did  not  inspect  the  skins  of  the  said  vessel,  the 
"  Sophia  Sutherland,"  this  year,  but  said  he  had  done  so  two  years  ago,  and  I  now  remember  that  he 
did  so,  for  on  that  occasion  I  had  offered  my  skins  to  the  firm  of  Liebes  and  Co.  for  sale. 

4.  Said  Mr.  Behlow  further  informed  me  that  the  party  who  made  the  inspection  referred  to  in 
my  affidavit  hereto  annexed,  marked  (A),  dated  the  6th  December,  1892,  was  one  Price,  a  man  in  the 
employ  of  the  said  firm  of  Liebes  and  Co. 

5.  Nothing  has  been  paid  to  me  or  promised  to  me  in  consideration  of  my  making  the  foregoing 
statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)  A.  C.  SUTHERLAND. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  December,  1S92. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


(A.) 
State  of  California,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  S.S. 

AKCHIBALD  COOK  SUTHERLAND,  of  Oakland,  in  Alameda  County,  in  the  State  of  California, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : — 

1.  I  am  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Oakland,  in  the  State  of  California,  and  am  master  and  owner  of 
the  sealing-schconer  "  Sophia  Sutherland." 
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2.  I  sealed  this  year  I L892)  on  the  Japanese  coast,  and  returned  to  the  port  of  San  Francisco  on 
lbs  6th  day  of  August,  and  on  the  following  day  entered  at  the  Custom-house. 

3.  Several  days  afterwards  I  went  to  the  Custom-house  to  clear,  so  that  I  might  discharge  my 
:a:go,  when  I  was  there  informed  that  1  must  have  my  skins  inspected  before  I  could  do  so,  as  the 
: .  vernmenl  bad  appointed  a  man  for  that  purpose.  I  had  had  my  skins  all  baled  up,  and  was  much 
annoyed  al  the  idea  of  having  to  open  them. 

4.  In  the  evening  of  the  day  I  speak  of  a  man  came  on  board  of  my  vessel,  and  said  he  was  the 
Inspector  appointed  by  the  <  lovernment  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  seal-skins  corning  into  the  port 
of  San  Francisco,  and  produced  a  letter  or  something  cf  that  sort,  which  I  did  not  look  at,  but  asked  him 
Ins  name,  when  he  said  lVlow,  or  Below, — 1  cannot  say  which.  1  refused  at  first  to  allow  it,  after- 
wards consented  thai  he  could  come  on  the  following  morning  and  proceed  with  the  work.  This  he 
did,  and  the  inspection  lasted  several  hours.  I  cannot  say  how  long,  but  he  proceeded  in  the  same 
manner  that  a  buyer  does,  and  just  as  I  would  were  1  about  to  purchase. 

5.  1  had  1,603  skins,  and  they  had  lain  a  long  time  in  the  salt. 

ti.  In  the  state  my  skins  were  in  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  impossible  for  any  one  to  say  to  what  sex 
they  had  belonged,  unless  in  the  case  of  old  "  wigs  "  (old  bulls). 

7.  The  person  who  inspected  them  was  about  35  years  of  age,  5  ft.  10  in.  in  height,  sandy 
complexion  and  light  moustache  only,  his  face  being  what  I  would  call  a  Scandinavian  one. 

8.  Alter  he  had  completed  his  inspection  and  gone  away,  I  wished  to  ask  him  something  about 
what  he  thought  of  them,  and  asked  one  of  the  Customs  officials  where  1  would  find  him,  and  was  told 
that  his  office  was  at  Liebes'  store. 

9.  I  have  been  in  the  sealing  busimess  for  the  past  live  or  six  years,  and  am  09  years  of  age,  and 
am  an  American  subject.  During  the  years  I  have  been  in  the  sealing  business,  in  addition  to  hunting 
them,  I  have  purchased  large  quantities  for  shipment  to  the  London  market,  and  1  consider  I  am  a 
good  judge  of  seal-skins,  for  I  have  made  it  a  study. 

10.  The  Inspector  who  conducted  the  examination  I  have  referred  to  informed  me  at  the  con- 
clusion of  said  inspection  that  I  had  somewhere  between  40  and  50  grey  pups — I  cannot  recall  the 
exact  number — and  that  my  skins  were  in  perfect  order. 

11.  This  was  the  only  inspection  to  which  my  skins  were  subjected  in  San  Francisco,  and  they 
were  continuously  in  my  possession  till  I  shipped  them  to  London,  England,  for  sale,  through  Alfred 
Fraser,  representative  in  New  York  of  Lampson  and  Co. 

12.  There  was  only  one  person  present  at  the  inspection,  and  that  one  was  the  person  whom  I 
have  before  described  in  paragraph  No.  7. 

13.  I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  nor  have  I  been  promised  anything,  in  consideration  of  making 
the  foregoing  statement,  which  I  have  read  over  and  have  found  correct. 

(Signed)  A.  C.  SUTHERLAND. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public 

(Seal.) 


JDepo&ition  of  William,  Benclt. 


State  of  <  !alifornia,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

WILLIAM  BENDT,  of  Sun  Francisco,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: — 

1.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  by  occupation  a  boarding-house  and  saloon  keeper.  Live  on 
Clay  Street,  near  East  Street. 

2.  Have  been  engaged  in  managing  and  fitting  out  sealing-vessels  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  am 
now  the  owner  and  manager  of  the  schooner  "  Bowhead." 

■*""o.  Have  never  been  out  seal-hunting  myself,  and  personally  know  nothing  whatever  about  the 
loss  through  sinkage  of  seals  that  are  shot,  nor  have  I  any  knowledge  personally  as  to  whether  the 
seals  are  decreasing,  cr  where  they  are  caught. 

4.  This  year  T  sent  my  vessel,  the  "  Bowhead,"  to  the  Japanese  coast,  and  she  returned  on  or  about 
the  16th  August,  and  within  twenty-four  hours  after  her  arrival  back  in  port  I  sold  her  cargo  of  seal- 
skins, numbering  1,830,  to  the  firm  of  Liebes  and  Co.,  of  this  city,  who  do  business  as  merchant  furriers 
on  Post  Street,  in  this  city. 

5.  The  cargo  was  immediately  removed  to  their  place  of  business  without  any  inspection  whatever 
having  taken  place  on  board  Said  vessel  the  "Bowhead."  The  skins  were  taken  from  the  hold  of  the 
vessel,  and  immediately  piled  on  drays  and  removed  to  the  warehouse  of  said  firrn  of  Liebes  and  Co., 
and  no  person  was  present  tor  the  tan-pose  of  inspecting  them  during  such  removal,  as  I  was  there  and 
would  have  seen  any  one  had  it  been  done,  but  I  was  told  afterwards  that  the  lot  had  only  30  pups  in 
the  whole  1,830  skins. 

6.  I  think  that,  in  order  to  protect  the  seals,  a  close  season  should  be  established,  and  perhaps  it 
would  be  well  to  close  theBehringSea  altogether;  but  should  this  be  done,  killing  should  be  prohibited 
at  the  rookeries  on  the  islands,  and  any  close  season  should  apply  to  those  islands. 

(Signed)  W.  BENDT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  8th  day  of  December,  1892. 
(Signed)  Lincoln  Sonntag,  Notary  Public 

(Seal.) 
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Dear  Sir,  322,  Washington  Street,  San  Francisco,  December  7,  1892. 

We  have  examined  the  records  in  the  Custom-house,  and  find  that  the  schooner  "  Alexander  "  was 
owned  from  1879  to  1891  hy  Herman  Liebes,  as  sole  owner. 

That  she  cleared  from  this  port  on  the  16th  February,  1880,  in  charge  of  G.  W.  Littlejohn,  as 
master,  and  returned  to  this  port  from  Yokohama  on  the  8th  November,  1883,  in  charge  of 
A.  F.  Carlson,  as  master. 

The  schooner  "Otter"  was  documented  on  the  21st  March,  1881,  with  the  following  ownerhsip 
viz.:  H.  Liebes,  one-third  ;  Charles  J.  Belilow,  one-third;  and  G.  W.  Littlejohn,  one-third;  and  G.  W. 
Littlejohn  appears  as  master.* 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  GARDNER  and  THORNLEY, 

Ship  and  Custom-house  Brokers. 
To  C.  D.  Ladd,  Esq., 

529,  Kearney  Street.  City. 


IY.  LOGS  OF  SEALING  VESSELS. 

(1.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  CHARLES  CAMPBELL,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  was  the  master  of  and  kept  the  log  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Umbrina  "  for  and  during 
the  year  1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"Latitude,"  and  "Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed,  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries 
in  the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same 
are  a  full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHARLES  CAMPBELL. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Campbell  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
9th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  ami  for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


(A.) 

Catch  of  Seal-skins  on  board  British  Schooner  "Umbrina,"  1892. 


Date. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Remarks. 

Daily  Catch. 

Total. 

1892 

o          / 

o           / 

February    4 

48  10     N. 

125  30    W. 

..               .. 

5 

, . 

G     .. 

47  55     N. 

125  30    W. 

..               .- 

6 

11 

7     .. 

47  45     N. 

125  30    W. 

.  ■               . .               . .               *  ■               * . 

2 

13 

11     •• 

46  35     N. 

121   40    W. 

. .               .  •               . .               . .               . . 

14 

27 

13     .. 

46   15     N. 

124  45    W. 

*  •               •  •               • .               • . 

3 

30 

14     .. 

46  18     N. 

124  40    W. 

•  *               .  •               * .               . .               • . 

3 

33 

15     .. 

46  00     N. 

124  30    W. 

. .               . .               • . 

G 

39 

16      .. 

46  30     N. 

124   30    W. 

. . 

22 

61 

17      .. 

46  30     N. 

124  25    W. 

Killed  from  schooner 

2 

63 

18     .. 

46  45     N. 

124  30   "\V. 

Had  boats  out  forenoon  only 

11 

74 

19     .. 

46  20     N. 

124  30    W. 

. .               . .               . .               * .               •  * 

2 

76 

22     .. 

46  55     N. 

124  40    W. 

Had  boats  out  afternoon  only 

3 

79 

24     .. 

46  50     N. 

124   35    W. 

. .               . .               . .               .. 

24 

103 

25     .. 

46  48     N. 

124  30   W. 

. .               .  •               •  • 

10 

113 

26     .. 

46  45     N. 

124  40    W. 

Had  boats  out  forenoon  only 

2 

115 

March        1 

48  (15     N. 

125  30    W. 

•  •               ••               ••               ..               .. 

7 

122 

o 

48  06     N. 

126  03    W. 

• .               ■  *               * . 

21 

143 

15     .. 

48  30     N. 

127  05    W. 

. .               • «               . .               * .               .  • 

8 

151 

16     .. 

4S  30     N. 

127  05   W. 

Killed  from  schooner 

1 

152 

17     .. 

49  22     N. 

127  45   W. 

Ditto  . . 

1 

153 

19     .. 

49   28     N. 

128   12    W. 

. .               . .               * .               • .               •  ■ 

11 

164 

21      .. 

49  34     N". 

127  55    W. 

. . 

9 

173 

22     .. 

49  50     N. 

128  55    W. 

Killed  from  schooner 

1 

174 

23      .. 

50  02     N. 

129   25    W. 

Boats  out  forenoon  only 

4 

178 

25     .. 

49  29     N. 

128   13    W. 

Ditto  . . 

2 

180 

27     .. 

50  30     N. 

129  34   W. 

.  ■              . .              •  •              * . 

4 

184 

29     . . 

50  50     N. 

129  40    W. 

*  •              * .              ■  •              •  • 

27 

211 

30 

50  50     N. 

129  45   W. 

..              ..              ..              .. 

10 

221 

[118] 


ittlejohu  was  lost  in  "Otter"  in  1888. 


3  C 
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Date. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Remarks. 

Daily  Catch. 

Total. 

1892 

O           1 

=      - 

April           1     .. 

51   18     N. 

130    to    W. 

.. 

38 

259 

6     .. 

6rt  40     N. 

130  05    W. 

.  •              . .               .  •              • .              • . 

14 

273 

„              7 

50  43     N. 

3    W. 

Boats  out  forenoon  only 

2 

275 

16     .. 

52   15     N. 

132  22    \\. 

Boats  out  afternoon  only  . . 

6 

281 

17     .. 

52  27     N. 

132  4  2    W. 

.  ■              ••              ..              •  •              .. 

15 

296 

May             4      . . 

57   10     N. 

136  33    W. 

Killed  from  schooner 

1 

297 

5     .. 

57  40     N. 

137  00    W. 

Small  bulls 

36 

333 

6     .. 

57  50     N. 

137  10   W. 

Ditto.. 

49 

382 

ii            7     . . 

57  50     N. 

137    10    W. 

Ditto.. 

21 

403 

10     .. 

59  20     N. 

142  30    W. 

Killed  from  schooner        ., 

2 

405 

11.. 

59  3(1     N. 

142  40    W. 

Boats  out  forenoon  only  .. 

6 

411 

13     .. 

59  30     N. 

144    10    W. 

11 

422 

14     .. 

59  30     N. 

145  411    W. 

Boats  out  afternoon  only  . . 

11 

433 

15     .. 

59  20     N. 

145  40    W. 

Boats  out  forenoon  only  . . 

23 

456 

16     .. 

59   IS     X. 

145  35    W. 

■  •              .  •              • .              • . 

19 

475 

18     .. 

59   15     N. 

145  35    \V. 

Small  bulls  and  cows  mixed 

9S 

573 

21      .. 

59   10     N. 

Its  00   W. 

Killed  from  schooner 

1 

574 

22     .. 

59  05     N. 

147   10    W. 

• .              *  •               • .              •  • 

22 

596 

27     .. 

59  Oil      \. 

14G  50    W. 

Small  and  medium  sized  seal 

109 

705 

28     .. 

59  05     N. 

147   10   W. 

13 

718 

29     .. 

58   55     N. 

146  55    W. 

Large  and  small  seal 

49 

767 

30     .. 

58  50      \. 

147  20    W. 

Ditto.. 

46 

813 

June           3     . . 

58   55     N. 

US  00  w. 

0 

819 

.,             4     .. 

>    55     N. 

148  40    W. 

3 

S22 

6     .. 

57  25     N. 

150   10    W. 

Killed  from  ship 

1 

823 

8     .. 

57  00     N. 

L52  00    \\  . 

. .               ■  •               .  •               •  • 

24 

847 

15     .. 

57  30     N. 

150  50    TV. 

2 

819 

16     .. 

57  50     N. 

151   15    \\. 

Killed  from  ship                 ..               ••               .. 

1 

S50 

July          5    . . 

50  3?,     N. 

170  45   W. 

Killed  from  schooner        . .              . .              . . 

1 

851 

9    .. 

50  40     N. 

177  15    \V. 

Ditto.. 

1 

852 

13     .. 

50  40     N. 

177  00     E. 

Ditto  .. 

1 

853 

20     .. 

53  50     N. 

167  30     E. 

Ditto.. 

2 

855 

22     . . 

53  50     N. 

167  30     E. 

Ditto.. 

1 

S56 

23     .. 

53  40    N. 

167   10     K. 

Ditto.. 

1 

857 

24     .. 

53  40     N. 

166  40     E. 

Boats  out  all  day               . .              . . 

17 

874 

25     .. 

53  50     N. 

167  00     E. 

■ •              ..              ..              .. 

12 

886 

26     .. 

53  40     N. 

166  30     E. 

.. 

65 

951 

>.           27     .. 

53  30     N. 

166  25     E. 

*  *               .  ■               •  •              •  • 

68 

1,019 

28     .. 

53  40     N. 

166  50     E. 

•  •              ..              .*              .. 

27 

1,046 

iugust       1     , . 

53  30     N. 

166  50     E. 

3 

1,049 

2     .. 

53  40     N. 

166  55     E. 

■ .              •  •              • .              . . 

10 

1,059 

3     .. 

53  34      N. 

166  40     E. 

..              ..              ..              ..              .. 

8 

1,097 

„             4     .. 

53  40     N. 

165  30     E. 

••              .,              . .              .. 

65 

1,132 

5     .. 

53  45     N. 

165  10     E. 

..              ..              ••              ■■ 

72 

1,204 

6     .. 

53  55     N. 

165   10     E. 

. .              * .              •  •              • . 

56 

1,260 

•i            7     .. 

54    10     N. 

165  30     E. 

10 

1,270 

10     .. 

53  40     N. 

166  30     E. 

Killed  from  schooner        . .               . .               . . 

1 

1,071 

11     .. 

53  47     N. 

166  40     E. 

. .                . .               .  •               * . 

5 

1,276 

,,           12     .. 

53  40     N. 

166  50     E. 

Killed  from  schooner 

1 

1.277 

16     .. 

53  55     N. 

167  00     E. 

• .              .  •              . .              . . 

8. 

1,285 

17     .. 

55  55     N. 

166  50     E. 

21 

1,306 

18     .. 

53  30     N. 

166  45     E. 

i.                                    ..                                   ■■                                   ..                                   .* 

25 

1,331 

19     .. 

53  40     N. 

166  40     E. 

Killed  from  schooner 

1 

1,332 

21     .. 

53  35     N. 

166  35     E. 

15 

1,347 

22     .. 

53  35     N. 

166   45     E. 

••               ••               ..               ••               •• 

55 

1,402 

23     .. 

53  50     N. 

166  35      E. 

Killed  from  schooner        . .               . . 

2 

1,404 

>,           24     .. 

54  00     N. 

166  35     E. 

..                          ..                          ..                          .  a                          ■  . 

62 

1,466 

25     .. 

53  50     N. 

166  30     E. 

Killed  from  schooner 

1 

1,467 

26     .. 

5  1    ml      N. 

166  35     E. 

Ditto.. 

1 

1,468 

30     .. 

53  35     N. 

166  30     E. 

Ditto.. 

2 

1,470 

„           31     .. 

53  30     N. 

166  40     E. 

Ditto.. 

Total  for  season  . .              . . 

3 

1,473 

^ 

1,473 

Above  certified  to  be  correct. 


I  Signed)  CHAKLES  I IAMPBELL,  Master, 

British  Sclwoner  "  Vmbrina." 


This  is  the  .Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Charles  Campbell,  hereto  annexed. 
^Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 
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(2.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  John  Graham  Cox,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  agent  of  the  owners,  and  have  the  custody  of  the  log-books  of  the  sealing- 
schooner  "  W.  P.  Hall "  for  and  during  the  year  1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "Date,"  "Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"  Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed,  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same 
are  a  full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Eeturn 
set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  J.  G.  COX. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the   said   John   Graham   Cox  before   me,  a   Notary   Public   duly 
commissioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  9th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


(A.) 

Return  showing  the  Dates  on  whicli  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "W.  P.  Hall"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the 
Season  1892. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seal9 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892 

o   / 

O      1 

June    1 

5 

50  50  N. 

137  10  W. 

2 

2 

57  50  N. 

138  20  W. 

',',            4       .'. 

1 

58  10  N. 

139  03  W. 

7 

8 

58  50  N. 

139  30  W. 

8 

10 

59  20  N. 

140  00  W. 

9 

5 

59  30  N. 

141  02  W. 

10 

4 

59  35  N. 

141  25  W. 

11 

5 

59  40  N. 

141  35  W. 

12 

7 

59  35  N. 

Ml  45  W. 

13 

3 

59  30  N. 

141  55  W. 

July   21 

6 

54  25  N. 

170  00   E. 

24 

5 

54  35  N. 

169  10   E. 

27 

59 

54  30  N. 

168  50   E. 

August  2      . .      . . 

19 

54  20  N. 

168  40  E. 

„    3 

15 

54  03  N. 

168  55  E. 

4 

40 

53  35  N. 

168  40   K. 

5 

49 

53  30  N. 

169  00   E. 

6 

36 

54  05  N. 

168  30  E. 

8 

20 

54  35  N. 

168  55   E. 

9 

40 

54  25  N. 

169  00   E. 

„   10 

10 

54  05  N. 

168  35  E. 

„   11 

27 

54  10  N. 

168  55   E. 

„   21 

8 

53  00  N. 

109  55  E. 

„   22 

30 

52  55  N. 

169  00  E. 

„   27 

2 

52  20  N. 

168  30  E. 

416 

This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  hereunto  annexed. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 


(3.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  Robert  E.  McKiel,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner, 
do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  was  the  master  of  and  kept  the  log-books  of  the  sealiug-schooner  "  Maud  S."  for  and 
during  the  year  1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "Date,"  "Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"  Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed,  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries 
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in  the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same 
are  a  full,  true  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Eeturn 
set  out. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  EOBT.  E.  McKIEL. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Robert  E.  McKiel  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 

(A.) 

IfETtTvN  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "  Maud  S."  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season 
1892. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 

February 

4 

7 

Cape  Flattery  N.N.E.  mag.  dist. 
65  miles 

7 

<> 

6 

6 

Same  position 

13 

'i 

7 

6 

Ditto 

19 

,, 

8 

2 

Ditto 

21 

" 

11 

11 

Cape  Disappointment  E.  mag.  dist. 
47  miles 

32 

,, 

13 

7 

Cape  Flattery  N.  mug.  dist.  35  miles 

39 

„ 

16 

20 

Cape  Flattery  E.  mag.  dist.  30  miles 

59 

,, 

17 

7 

Same  position 

66 

,, 

IS 

11 

Ditto 

77 

,, 

19 

1 

Ditto 

73 

» 

23 

1 

Cape  Cook,  Vancouver  Island,  N.E. 
mag.  dist.  15  miles 

79 

,, 

25 

1 

50°  28'   N.             130°  4  6'  W. 

80 

„ 

26 

2 

50    50    N.             130    5'J    W. 

82 

March 

1 

1 

Keeper's  Inlet,  Queen  Charlotte 
Island,  N.E.  dist.  38  miles 

83 

>» 

2 

3 

Same  position 

86 

,, 

8 

3 

51  27    N.              133  46    W. 

89 

,, 

11 

8 

49  47    N.       1       127  55   W. 

97 

»i 

14 

13 

Cape  Cook,  Vancouver  Island,  N. 
dist.  40  miles 

110 

n 

15 

61 

49  30    N.       |      128  10  W. 

171 

,, 

16 

3 

Same  position 

174 

,, 

19 

11 

49  38    N.       |       128  16    N. 

185 

April 

14 

6 

Keeper's  Inlet,  Queen  Charlotte  Island, 
N.E.  by  N.  mag.  dist.  40  milts. 

191 

„ 

16 

4 

52  20    N. 

133  51    W. 

195 

»t 

22 

61 

57  08    N. 

138  05   W. 

256 

„ 

23 

2 

57  02    N. 

137  38   W. 

258 

,, 

26 

2 

57  00    N. 

137  41    W. 

260 

"— 

„ 

27 

17 

57  07    N. 

138  22    W. 

277 

„ 

28 

6 

57  02    N. 

138  30    W. 

ii 

29 

16 

57  21    N. 

136  43   W. 

., 

30 

20 

57  24    N. 

137  56   W. 

May 

1 

15 

57  01     N. 

138  43    VV. 

,, 

2 

36 

57  34    N. 

138  43   W. 

a 

3 

17 

58  00    N. 

138   15    \V. 

»> 

4 

33 

58  12    N. 

138  49    W. 

»» 

5 

31 

58   14     N. 

138  54    W. 

i» 

6 

14 

58  13    N. 

139  11    W. 

u 

7 

6 

58  35    N. 

140  00    W. 

>> 

8 

33 

58  55    N. 

140  40    W. 

it 

9 

2 

58  49    N. 

140  58    W. 

»• 

10 

18 

58  25     N. 

141  03    W. 

„ 

11 

15 

58  35    N. 

140  54    W. 

*i 

13 

65 

5S  09    N. 

139  30   W. 

,, 

14 

69 

58  18    N. 

140  14   W. 

,, 

15 

30 

58  30    N. 

140   15    W. 

»» 

17 

4 

5S   18    N. 

141    14    W. 

>» 

19 

7 

59  23    N. 

142  48    W. 

>> 

21 

2 

59  29    N. 

143  57   W. 

»i 

26 

4 

59  11    N. 

143   13    W. 

»> 

27 

120 

59  09    N. 

143  00    W. 

)» 

28 

18 

59  26    N. 

143  05    W. 

>> 

29 

18 

59  34    N. 

142  4  5    W. 

>> 

30 

66 

59  24    N. 

143   10    W. 

„ 

31 

4 

59  03    N. 

143  29    W. 

Junr 

3 

5 

59  19    N. 

145  08    W. 

„ 

7 

3 

58  42    N. 

146  59    W. 

ii 

10 

1 

57  07    N. 

150  42    \V. 

»i 

U 

3 

57  08    N. 

150  30   W. 
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Dete. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 

o        / 

.       , 

June            13           .. 

1 

Maimot  Island  \\  .  by  N.  mag.  dist. 

25  miles 

29 

2 

50  28    N. 

105   00    W. 

July               1 

1 

48  02    N. 

169  4  5   W. 

14 

11 

53  10    N. 

166   10     E. 

15 

10 

53  33    N. 

166  55     E. 

21 

10 

53  33    N. 

165  29     E. 

22 

12 

53   12    N. 

165  46     E. 

23 

7 

52  49    N. 

107  22     E. 

26 

1 

53  24     N. 

166  30     E. 

27 

57 

53  24     N. 

108  01      E. 

28 

99 

53  21     N. 

168  08     E. 

28 

1  1 

53  33    N. 

Ids  09     E. 

August          2           . . 

3 

54   10    N. 

167   11     E. 

3 

S 

53  55    N. 

166  45     E. 

4 

12 

53  50    N. 

106  5y    E. 

5 

40 

53  44    N. 

167   04     E. 

fi 

41 

53  35    N. 

166  01     E. 

„             7 

71 

53  33    N. 

165  51     E. 

8 

3 

53  35    N. 

105  4 9     E. 

10 

24 

54   11     N. 

107  00     E. 

11 

12 

53  04     N. 

100  40     E. 

13 

5 

53  53     N. 

105   14     E. 

14 

0 

54   43     N. 

104  58     E. 

17 

15 

56  4S     N. 

166    15     E. 

18 

8 

56  35     N. 

107   25     E. 

19 

2 

55  39    N. 

167  57     E. 

21 

1 

53  48    N. 

ion  io    e. 

22 

7 

53  22     N. 

108  02     E. 

j,            2.J           •  •               >  • 

114 

52   51     N. 

107  4  5     E. 

25 

16 

52  46     N. 

107  35     P.. 

26           

10 

52  44     N. 

107  58     E. 

27 

7 

52  55     N. 

107  34     E. 

31 

31 

52  52    N. 

107  38     E. 

September     4           . .               • . 

12 

53  15     N. 

167   26     E. 

5 

30 

53   14    N. 

107  38     E. 

G 

1 

53  01    N. 

167  08     E. 

„            7 

34 

53  06    N. 

167  08     E. 

10 

9 

52  31    N. 

167   19     E. 

(Signed) 


POBT.  E.  McKEIL, 


This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Bobert  E.  McKiel,  hereunto 
annexed. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  Melville  F.  Cutlen,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner, 
do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  was  the  master  of  and  have  the  custody  of  the  log  of  the  sealing-schooner  "Agnes 
McDonald"  for  and  during  the  year  1892, 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "Date,"  "Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"Latitude,"  and  "Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries 
in  the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same 
are  a  full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said 
Eeturn  set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  M.  F.  CUTLEN. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Melville  F.  Cutlen  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  15th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Provina 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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(A.) 


Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 

Po  ition  "ii  eacb  such  Dates,  of  the  Sch ier  "  Agnes  McDonald"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the 

m  LS92. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
tuken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total. Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 

u      / 

-       > 

April      IS 

18 

48  28    N. 

126  34    \V. 

18 

19 

43 

48  37     X. 

126  22    W. 

61 

21 

1 

48  53    N. 

126    12    W. 

62 

22 

7 

19  02    N. 

127   13    W. 

69 

26 

7 

411  31     N. 

127  53    W. 

76 

27 

5 

4  9  52    N. 

128  44    W. 

81 

30 

4 

5(1  43    N. 

129  49    W. 

85 

May         2 

3 

51   25    N. 

132   11    W. 

88 

4 

1 

54   10    N. 

134   52    W. 

89 

5 

15 

54  43    N. 

134    !4    W. 

1114 

6 

18 

54  47    N. 

134  05    W. 

122 

„            7 

25 

56  05    N\ 

135  53    W. 

147 

8 

11 

57  39    N. 

138  37    W. 

158 

111 

8 

57  4  7     N. 

138  00    W. 

166 

13 

53 

58  H7     N. 

138    16    W. 

219 

14 

46 

58   17     N. 

138  H7    W. 

265 

15 

20 

58  20    N. 

138  16   W, 

285 

18 

1 

58  26     N. 

138  14    W. 

288 

25 

13 

58  23     N. 

139  05    W. 

299 

26 

23 

58  30     N. 

138  26    W. 

322 

27 

66 

58  37     N. 

138   45    W. 

388 

„                 -3                         ..                        .. 

6 

58  40     N. 

140  -IS    W. 

394 

2!> 

70 

59  22    N, 

141   31    W. 

464 

30 

61 

59  20     N. 

1-11  39    W. 

525 

June          1 

IS- 

59  33    N. 

142  05    \V. 

543 

7 

5 

59  32    N. 

143   14    W. 

518 

8 

20 

59   14    N. 

144    in    W. 

568 

9 

6 

58  38     N. 

146  25    W. 

574 

„        11 

6 

59  09    N. 

14  6  oil    W. 

580 

15 

10 

59   18    N. 

117   51    W. 

590 

Jnlv        26 

18 

52  38    N. 

168  02    E. 

608 

27 

97 

52  48    N. 

168  08     E. 

705 

28 

26 

52  49    N. 

168  00     E. 

731 

August     1 

12 

53  30     N.. 

167  3b     E. 

743 

2 

54 

53  52     N. 

10  7  05     E. 

797 

,.         3 

17 

53    19    N. 

167  02     E. 

814 

4 

24 

54(03    N. 

166   17     E. 

838 

„        5 

0 

54  07    N. 

165  05     E. 

844 

„        6 

4 

54  18     N. 

165  45      1'". 

MS 

>»        i               ••             •• 

4 

54   05     N. 

)6li  :;.-)    B. 

852 

„     a 

5 

54   07     N. 

167   15     E. 

857 

„    in 

3 

1  1    02      N. 

10."    12     B. 

860 

„    n 

11 

53  42     N. 

165  37      K. 

871 

„       17 

11 

53   43     N. 

168  02     E. 

882 

„       18 

18 

55   12     N. 

165  25     E. 

900 

„       20 

3 

53  05     N. 

166  10     E. 

903 

„       21 

8 

52  45     N. 

100  58     E. 

911 

,.       22 

52 

53  20     V 

107  42     E. 

963 

,.       25 

1 

52   2S     N-. 

1C6  41     E. 

964 

(Signed) 


M.  F.  CUTLEN,  Master. 


This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Melville  F.  Cutlen,  hereunto 
annexed. 

(Signed)  A.  1..   Beltea,  Notary  PiMm. 


(5.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  city  of  Victoria. 

I,  Abel  Douglass,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  1  am  the  managing  owner  of  and  have  the  custody  of  the  log-books  of  the  scaling- 
schooner  "  Arietis"  for  and  during  the  year  1802. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "Number  of  Seals  taken," 
-  Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
t lie  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  are  a 
full,  true,  and  correct  abstract,  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 
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And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  eoncientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 


(Signed) 


ABEL  DOUGLASS. 


Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Abel  Douglass  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
]  Jih  day  of  November,  a.d.  L892. 

(Signed)  A    L  J'.ki.vka. 

A  Notary  Public  in  and 'for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.)  

(A.) 

RETURN  showing  the  Dates  on  winch  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 

Positii n  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "Arietis"  on  her  Scaling  Voyage  for  the  Season 

1802. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 

taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892 

o         / 

O               f 

May       17 

28 

58  00     N. 

143  no   w. 

28 

20 

30 

58  30     N. 

140  30    VV. 

58 

2  7 

61 

58  00    N. 

146  30    W. 

119 

2S 

02 

58  30     N. 

140  00    \V. 

181 

,',          29 

:>:s 

58  30    N. 

140  45    W. 

234 

39 

93 

58   15     N. 

147  00    W. 

327 

June         2 

5 

58  30     N. 

140  :-so   W. 

332 

3 

10 

58   15     N. 

140   15    W. 

342 

5 

14 

58   45     N. 

1  19  30   W. 

350 

„           0 

19 

58  30     N. 

150  30   W. 

375 

,,         7 

4 

58  00     N. 

151   00    W. 

37J 

„          8 

17 

57  45     N. 

150  45    \V. 

390 

12 

15 

58  05     N. 

150  30    W. 

411 

21 

4 

55  fill     N. 

150  30    \V. 

415 

27 

10 

55   05     N. 

15?  30    \V. 

425 

29 

33 

5_)  00     N. 

157   00    W. 

458 

, ,              3  \i                        .  .                       .  . 

10 

55  00     N. 

157  45    W. 

474 

July         4 

5 

53   00     N. 

163  00    W. 

47.9 

21 

1 

54  08     N. 

109  00      E. 

480 

„.         22 

25 

53  -18     N. 

109  30      E. 

505 

5>5 

21 

5330     N. 

169  00-   E. 

520 

26 

10 

bZ  00     N. 

10S  45     E. 

542 

27 

100 

53  20     N. 

169   00     E. 

702 

£8 

17 

54  00     N. 

10S  45     E. 

719 

29 

1 

54  00    N. 

16S  55     E. 

720 

31 

5 

54   10     N. 

168  30     E. 

725 

August     1 

3 

54   00     N. 

109  00     E. 

728 

2 

5 

53   45     N. 

168   45      E. 

733 

3 

13 

53  40     N. 

108  30      E. 

740 

„         4 

US 

53  20     N. 

10S    15      K. 

864 

5 

154 

53  20     N. 

108  20     E. 

1,038 

,,7 

10 

53  40     N. 

10S    15      E. 

l,ii5i 

8 

3 

54  00     X. 

108  00     E. 

1.057 

9 

4 

54   00     N. 

168  30     E. 

1.0,1 

,,       10 

3 

53  45     N, 

108  0  1     E. 

1,00  t 

18 

14 

53  00     N. 

169  00     E. 

1,078 

22              ..             .. 

25 

52  30     N. 

107  40     E. 

1,103 

„      24 

40 

53  00     X. 

108  00     K. 

1,143 

,.29 

6 

53  00     N. 

109  00     E. 

1,149 

(Signed) 


ABEL  DOUGLASS. 


This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Abel  Douglass,  hereto  annexed. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  P.ki.yea,  Notary  P-u&lic. 


(6.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria.. 

I,  August  Jorgensen  Bjertie,  of  the  city  of  Vancouver,  in  the 
solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That   I   have  been  master  and   have   kept  the  log  on  and 
schooner  "  Beatrice"  (Vancouver),  for  and  dining  the  year  18!)2. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  tin-  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "Number of  Seals  taken.'' 
"  Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  are 


Province  of  British  Columbia,  do 
during  the  voyage  of  the  sealing- 
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a  full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  <>f  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 

.ut. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  couscientioiislj  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Ai  Extra-judicial  Oatb 

(Signed)  AUGUST  JORGENSEN  BJERNE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Angust  Jorgensni   njenie  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly 
comi,  i   and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

this  22nd  day  of  November,  \.i>.  L892. 

ued)  .1.  M.  Whitehead, 

A  Ni  tat,  ■  Put  Iv  ■    '  th   Prm 

of  BrilLsh  Colu m I ia. 
.Seal.) 


(A.) 

Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Pay,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  eai  h  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "  Beatrice"  (Vancouver)  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for 
the  Season  1892. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

La1  itud 

1  i  n  :  itU'Jc . 

Total  Seals  to 

Date 

1892. 

o    / 

0     / 

January   9      . .      .. 

1 

48  00  N. 

125  .Ml  W. 

11 

4 

46  36  N. 

125  45  W. 

IS 

2 

42  48  N. 

125  15  W. 

20 

5 

43  04  N. 

125  00  W. 

22 

10 

42  53  N. 

125  53  W. 

22 

February  19 

14 

47  36  N. 

126  11  W. 

„   '  22 

11 

4  s  12  N. 

126  00  W. 

23 

5 

48  07  N. 

126  40  W. 

24 

1 

18  ni  N. 

125  55  W. 

"    2C 

3 

4  0  38  N. 

125  32  \V. 

29 

1 

4  7  02  N. 

124  59  W, 

57 

March    1 

5 

46  37  X. 

12  1  27  \V. 

2 

3 

46  14  N. 

124  30  W. 

3 

6 

46  15  N. 

125  19  \V. 

8 

2 

48  14  N. 

125  24  W. 

9 

1 

4S  05  N. 

125  4'i  W. 

10 

5 

48  28  N. 

125  43  W. 

11 

2 

18  30  N. 

125  20  W. 

12 

2 

4S  22  N. 

125  11  \V. 

15 

10 

48  30  N. 

125  20  \V. 

16 

2 

48  35  N. 

127  C7  W. 

19 

3 

48  49  N. 

127  00  W. 

24 

1 

I.i  H7  N. 

127  33  W. 

25 

3 

48  37  N. 

126  32  \V. 

27 

5 

50  12  N. 

128  00  W. 

30 

3 

50  17  N. 

128  40  W. 

110 

April     2 

17 

50  29  N. 

12S  45  W. 

3 

7 

50  2n  N. 

128  28  W. 

6 

4 

49  58  N. 

129  25  W. 

9 

1 

50  .'in  N. 

128  5S  \\  . 

11 

3 

4  8  20  N. 

127  00  W. 

16 

11 

49  01  X. 

127  12  W. 

Is 

27 

48  25  N. 

12  7  10  W. 

19 

16 

4S  27  N. 

127  00  W. 

25 

4 

49  38  N. 

129  is  W. 

•^    ,.     26 

29 

49  35  N. 

129  30  Vt . 

27      ..      *. 

18 

49  5  1  N. 

128  52  \V. 

219 

May     1      .. 

2 

52  28  N. 

133  52  W. 

„             5 

1 

54  0  7  X. 

134  30  W. 

,',            6 

12 

54  30  N. 

135  i'7  W. 

7 

s 

55  10  N. 

134  50  W. 

8 

7 

56  10  N. 

135  :in  W. 

10 

13 

56  43  N. 

136  si  W. 

11 

8 

56  56  X. 

136  20  \V. 

13 

65 

56  49  N. 

137  53  '*". 

14 

51 

51  4  5  X. 

137  21  W. 

15 

11 

57  H7  X. 

1  ,  50  W. 

„     17 

4 

57  25  N. 

138  55  W. 

25 

33 

59  34  N. 

142  58  W  . 

26 

35 

59  40  N. 

143  11  W. 

27 

101 

59  16  N. 

143  36  W. 

28 

9 

58  59  N. 

143  30  \Y. 

29 

28 

59  14  N. 

144  00  W. 

30 

22 

59  22  X. 

1  15  00  w. 

659 

Jane     1 

1 

58  44  N. 

147  29  W. 

2      ..      , . 

3 

59  15  N. 

148  34  W. 

'/,     3 

2 

59  11  N. 

147  46  W. 

4 

s 

57  56  X. 

118  20  W. 

6 

14 

58  21  N. 

149  41  W. 

7 

1 

58  20  N. 

150  06  \V. 

„      8 

9 

58  00  N. 

151  34  W. 

11 

3 

5S  04  X. 

150  40  W. 

15 

2 

58  22  N. 

149  35  \Y. 

701 

195 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals. 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longiiuil  ■. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 

July 

1 

1 

:>7   58     N. 

1-19   49    W. 

,, 

2 

1 

.",  .  34     N. 

152    111    W. 

24 

1 

51  54     N. 

10H  50     E. 

25             '. '.              ! ' 

3 

53   17     N. 

107  48     E. 

26 

63 

54    17     X. 

107  40     !■:. 

(, 

27             ..         •     .. 

112 

53  51     N". 

10  7   56      B. 

„ 

•2-i 

13 

53  38     X. 

107  3  i     !.. 

907 

.\ugu 

rt        1 

4 

53  28     X. 

107  hi     E. 

_ 

15 

53  29     X. 

168   15     15. 

„ 

3 

28 

53   50     X. 

167   13     E. 

.1 

2S 

53   2.i     X. 

10-1  15     E. 

,. 

17 

53  30     X. 

107  34     E. 

0 

75 

53  26     X. 

107  33     i:. 

7 

8 

53  22     N. 

100  07     E. 

9 

12 

53  45     X. 

166  2  i     E. 

10 

5 

53  24     X. 

105   52      E. 

11 

7 

54  07     N. 

165  31     E. 

j, 

16 

1J 

53  21      N. 

100  37      E. 

(1 

17 

15 

53   IS     X. 

107   04     E. 

IS 

14 

53    10     X. 

107   21      E, 

. 

21 

9 

53  30     X. 

109  29     \i. 

tl 

22 

27 

53   19     N. 

169  ml     E. 

)t 

23 

5 

53  29     X. 

169  0  1     E. 

,. 

21 

21 

54  06     X. 

168   17     E 

•> 

23 

1 

53  32     X. 

168   12     E. 

Total  for  the  season    . . 

1 

1,240 

(Signed) 


A.  BJERNE,  Master 


(7.) 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  John  Graham  Cox,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  managing  owner  and  have  the  custody  of  the  log-books  of  the  sealing-schooner 
"Sapphire  "  for  and  during  the  year  1892. 

'2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"Latitude,"  and  "Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  are  a 
full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 


(Signed) 


J.  G.  COX. 


Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Graham  Cox  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  9th 
day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.   Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  iv  a  ail  fur  the  Province 
of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


[118] 
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(A.) 

Reti  i:\  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  mi  each  such  Dates,  on  the  Schooner  "Sapphire"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season 
1892. 


Date 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892 

0    / 

:    , 

April 

7 

1 

50  10  N. 

129  57  W. 

10 

6 

51  36  N. 

131  51  W. 

17 

17 

51  55  N. 

132  4  1  W. 

26 

16 

54  20   V. 

134  17  W. 

27 

27 

54  23  N. 

134  25  W. 

28 

1 

54  23  N. 

134  25  W. 

29 

24 

55  (12  N. 

135  18  W. 

30 

29 

55  21  N. 

135  50  W. 

May 

1 

107 

55  06  N. 

135  41  W. 

2 

3 

55  24  N. 

135  44  W. 

4 

55 

55  30  N. 

156  15  W. 

5 

100 

55  33  X. 

136  47  W. 

., 

6 

B2 

55  58  N. 

137  05  W. 

7 

23 

56  01  N. 

136  44  W. 

8 

3 

56  01  N. 

136  44  W. 

9 

Ih 

56  06  N. 

130  32  W. 

10 

13 

56  06  N. 

136  45  \V. 

13 

40 

56  36  N. 

137  18  W. 

14 

11 

56  36  N. 

137  IS  W. 

17 

111 

58  24  N. 

139  58  W. 

" 

IS 

3 

58  34  N. 

139  50  W. 

>» 

22 

2 

59  12  N. 

113  45  W. 

ty 

26 

63 

59  20  N. 

145  39  W. 

»> 

27 

83 

59  28  N. 

145  51  W. 

>j 

28 

9 

59  14  N. 

140  11  W. 

»» 

29 

33 

59  20  N. 

145  30  W. 

30 

77 

59  22  N. 

140  05  W. 

June 

1 

3 

59  22  N. 

140  05  W. 

2 

12 

59  15  N. 

140  or,  W. 

3 

2 

58  44  N. 

14  7  27  W. 

.. 

11 

21 

59  IS  N. 

140  32  W. 

983 

This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  hereunto  annexed. 
(Signed)  A.   L.   Belyea,  Notary  Public. 


(8.) 

( lanada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  John  Graham  Cox,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 
solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  1  am  the  managing  owner  and  have  custody  of  the  log-books  of  the  sealmg-schooner 
"E.  B.  Marvin"  for  and  during  the  year  1892. 

*^  2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"Latitude,"  and  "Longitude/'  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
tlf  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  are  a 
full,  true,  and  cornet  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declar: n  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 

of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  J.  G.  COX. 

Subscribed  and  det  lared  by  the  said  John  Giaham  Cox  before  me,  a  Notaiy  Public  duly  cenrmis- 
sioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  9th 
.l.i \  of  November,  a.k  L892, 

Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  arid  for  the  ./',  i  . 
oj  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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(A.) 


Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Numher  taken  each  Day.  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "E.  B.  Marvin"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the 

Spntrai    18l)'>  ° 


Season  1S1J 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 

o    , 

o     , 

January  28      . .      , . 

6 

•18  24  N. 

125  48  W. 

February  I 

4 

48  54  N. 

126  27  W. 

,i    3 

6 

4S  06  N. 

124  57  W. 

4 

17 

47  55  N. 

125  18  W. 

6 

17 

47  49  N. 

125  23  W. 

8 

15 

47  00  N. 

125  06  W. 

„   10 

8 

16  5fl  N. 

124  52  W. 

11 

16 

46  43  N. 

124  42  W. 

15 

20 

46  57  N. 

124  44  W. 

16 

10 

47  02  N. 

125  21  W. 

„   17 

5 

47  12  N. 

125  07  W. 

.,   18 

4 

46  29  N. 

124  51  W. 

19 

16 

46  19  N. 

124  32  W. 

„   23 

8 

46  35  N. 

121  40  W. 

24 

13 

46  25  N. 

124  19  W. 

„   25 

10 

46  34  N. 

124  28  W. 

..   26 

5 

46  58  N. 

124  34  W. 

March    2 

7 

48  44  N. 

126  05  \Y. 

10 

44 

48  35  N. 

126  f'O  W. 

12 

11 

48  24  N. 

125  24  W. 

14 

5 

50  03  N. 

128  08  W. 

15 

29 

49  49  N. 

128  28  W. 

16 

6 

50  09  N. 

128  51  W. 

18 

9 

50  IS  N. 

129  20  W. 

„     20 

14 

50  05  N. 

128  36  W. 

21 

2 

50  05  N. 

129  31  W. 

23 

6 

50  22  N. 

128  36  W. 

27 

14 

51  01  N. 

128  38  W. 

29 

2 

50  10  N. 

12!)  36  W. 

30 

2 

50  25  N. 

129  30  W. 

April     1 

15 

50  32  N. 

129  51  W. 

2 

30 

51  36  N. 

130  57  W. 

5 

1 

52  14  N. 

131  48  W. 

6 

22 

51  04  N. 

130  59  W. 

..     7 

H 

51  11  N. 

130  31  W. 

16 

7 

51  13  X. 

130  4  6  \V. 

18 

1 

51  34  N. 

133  11  \V. 

22 

44 

52  20  N. 

133  32  W. 

°3 

20 

52  47  N. 

133  46  W. 

26 

37 

53  04  N. 

133  43  W. 

27 

22 

51  53  N. 

135  00  W. 

28 

7 

56  27  N. 

136  34  W. 

29 

18 

50  32  N. 

135  13  W. 

30 

17 

50  29  N. 

135  37  W. 

May     1 

87 

50  -13  N. 

136  49  W. 

2 

11 

56  26  N. 

136  22  W. 

3 

4 

56  38  N. 

136  50  W. 

5 

61 

56  21    N. 

135  59  W. 

6 

84 

56  IS  N. 

136  43  W. 

7 

5 

56  17  N. 

136  16  W. 

8 

31 

56  35  N. 

136  01  W. 

10 

17 

56  59  N. 

137  54  W. 

11 

35 

57  13  N. 

138  22  W. 

12 

10 

57  19  N. 

138  23  W. 

13 

195 

57  27  N. 

138  12  W. 

14 

82 

57  50  N. 

138  45  W, 

15 

14 

58  31  N. 

139  48  W. 

17 

78 

58  18  N. 

139  49  W. 

18 

44 

58  42  N. 

139  52  W. 

19 

2 

58  29  N. 

140  29  W. 

.j     22 

35 

58  29  N. 

140  21  \V. 

26 

15 

58  30  N. 

140  33  W. 

27 

17 

58  20  N. 

1-1 0  56  W. 

28 

30 

58  40  N. 

140  53  W. 

29 

44 

5S  44  N. 

1411  43  W. 

30 

57 

58  47  N. 

141  00  \V. 

June     2 

il 

58  53  N. 

141  16  W. 

3 

1 

58  46  N. 

147  34  W. 

4 

3 

58  47  N. 

147  38  W. 

6 

•1 

5S  46  N. 

147  17  W. 

».     7 

15 

58  53  N. 

146  56  W. 

8 

IS 

58  45  N. 

146  44  W. 

9 

2 

58  38  N. 

147  53  W. 

1,623 

This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  hereunto  annexed. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 
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(9.) 

< ' cm  la.  Province  of  British  i  A  Victoria. 

1  William   Munsie,  of  the  city  of  Vi  in  the   Province  of   British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 

solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  managing  owner  and  have  m  of  the  log  for  1802  of  the  sealing-schooner 
'•  Vi-. 

2.  That  1  have  i  i  unpare  I  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "Numberof  Seals  taken," 
'■  Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  .said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same,  are 
a  full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

And  I  make  thissolemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  byvirtue  of 
"The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  MUNSIE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  Munsie  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  8th  day 
of  November,  a.d.  1892 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  !'•  id  far  the  Prov 

of  British  Columbia, 
I  Seal:) 


(A.) 

RETURN  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals   were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Po  ition  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "  Viva,"  cleared  at  Victoria  Customs  February  8 
.    sailed  on  February  11.  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season  1892. 


Date. 


March 


1S92. 


February    15 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
'-'1 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28" 
29 
1 
2 
3 
4 


9 
10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
92 
23 
21 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 


Number  of  Seals 
taken. 


2S 

11 


11 

1 
1 
4 


38 
58 


1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
4 
10 


3 

1 

11 
8 


46  34 
46  13 
46  04 


33 

41 


49  05 

)<  ;,n 


N. 
N. 
N. 


45  56  N. 


N. 
X. 

N. 

N. 


47  43  N. 


48  00 
4  7  55 
47  45 

47  33 

47  30 
4-  ill 

47  58 

48  00 
4  7  57 

4  6  52 
48  00 


N. 

N. 
N. 

N. 

N. 

X. 
N. 
N. 

X. 
X. 


4S  37  N. 

40  5*7  X- 

52  37  N. 

52  58  X. 


126  00  W. 

125  4  5  W. 
125  56  W. 

12  4  30  W. 


127  07 
127  00 


W. 

w. 


126  30  W. 

127  (15  W. 

127  43  W. 

126  (JO  W. 
126  01  W. 

125  50  W 

126  20  W. 

126  00  W. 

126  50  W. 

127  00  W. 
L26  20  W. 
125  30  \\  . 

125  25  W. 

125  25  W. 


127  50  W. 
131  30  W. 


133  29  W. 
1  J  45  W. 


28 
39 
44 
47 
58 
59 
60 
64 


67 
74 


113 
171 


172 
173 
174 
176 
178 
179 
183 
U3 


196 

197 

2  OS 
216 


199 


Date. 


April 


Mi 


■■'V 


July 


1892. 


.1 
4 
5 

G 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 
13 

11 

15 
16 
17 
18 
10 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 
fi 

7 
8 
9 
1(1 
11 
12 
13 
14 
1.1 
16 
17 
18 
19 
2(1 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
56 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
1 
2 

3 
4 
5 


8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
1  I 
15 
16 
17 
IS 
19 
20 
21 


Number  of  Seals 
taken. 


Latitude. 


22 
3 


33 

1 

61 


24 

7 

4 

1 

87 

149 

13H 

82 

48 


48 
21 


20 


32 

169 


21 
24 
61 
69 


17 


1 
14 

61 

48 
34 
16 

1 

17 
40 
4fl 
11 
11 
1 


50 

3 
23 

38 


10 

1 


5a  00  N. 

55  29  N. 

55  30  N. 

55  50  N. 


54  47 
5fi  13 
56  40 
56  31 
56  13 
56  18 


N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 


57  17  N. 


57  19  N. 
57  15  N. 


Longitude. 


58  17 
58  25 
58  30 
58  38 
58  40 

58  52 

59  10 
59  04 
58  56 


58  39  N. 

58  30  N. 

58  20  N. 


58  53 
57  02 

57  10 

58  55 

58  43 
58  42 


N. 

N. 
N. 
N. 

N. 

N. 


58  51  N. 


57  30  N. 


59  06 

N 

58  4  6 

N 

43  35 

N 

58  50 

N 

58  47 

N 

57  00 

N 

58  55 

N 

58  59 

N 

58  30  N. 

58  3.1  N. 

59  01  N. 
59  10  N. 


58  85  N. 


134  00  W. 

134  30  W. 

135  00  W. 

136  16  W. 


135  56  W. 

134  10  W. 

136  00  W. 

135  45  W. 

136  54  W. 

137  20  W. 


136  16  W. 

13G  34  W. 

141  28  W. 

141  01  W. 

Ill  50  W. 

Ill  16  W. 

141  28  W. 

141  01 
14  1  20  \V 

142  50  \V 

143  20  W 


W. 


146  56  \V. 


119  20  W. 


141  16  W. 

144  49  W. 
lit  fit  W. 

145  00  W. 

145  20  W. 
144  54  W. 


116  59  \V. 


147  48  \V. 


145  12  W. 

114  27  W. 

114  21  W. 

141  00  W. 

1 12  40  W. 


14D  05  W. 
140  10  W. 
140  2(1  \V. 


140  20  \Y. 

140  25  W. 

143  01  W. 

114  00  W. 


145  49    W. 


Total  Seals  to 
Date. 


224 

227 


249 
252 


285 
286 
347 
319 


373 
380 
384 
38.1 
472 
621 
751 
833 
881 
886 


931 
950 

'975 
977 


1,009 
1,178 
1,195 
1,222 
1,243 
1,267 
1,331 
1,400 


1,402 
1,119 


1,420 
1.134 
1,49.1 
1.543 
1.577 
1,593 
1,594 

1.611 
1,651 

1,700 
1,711 

1.722 
1,723 


1,773 

1,776 

1,799 

1.837 


1.817 
1,818 


Certified  correct,  as  copied  from  log-book,  this  7th  day  of  November,  L892. 

(Signed)  WM.  MUNSIE,  Manar/ing  Owner, 

British  Schooner  "  Viva." 

This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the   declaration   of  William  Munsie,  hereunto 
attached. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 


[11SJ 


3  F 


200 

(Hi.) 

nada,    Province  of  British  ( lolumbia,  ( lity  of  Victoi  ta 

I,  Alfred  E.  Bissett.  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner, 
do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  was  the  master  of  the  sealing-schooner "  Annie  E.  Paint  "for  and  during  the  year 
1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  " Date,"  "Number  of  Seals 
taken,"  "Latitude."  and  "Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original 
entries  in  the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say 
the  same  are  a  full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in 
said  Return  set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ALFRED  R.  BISSETT. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Alfred  II.  Bissett  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
8th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal ) 


SOL 


(A.) 


Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  (in  each  such   Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "Annie  1*1.  Paint"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the 


Season  L892. 


I  late. 


1892 


•"ebruary 

7 

}t 

13 

.•»-» 

1  1 

" 

in 

rj 

17 

n 

18 

,, 

l!l 

Man  li 


April 


May 


June 


August 


September 


23 

25 

1 

3 

9 

12 

la 

16 

20 

4 

1''. 

18 

22 

25 

26 

27 

1 

5 

7 

12 

15 

25 

26 

28 

29 

30 

1 

4 

7 

12 

16 

17 

3 

4 

5 

6 

» 

12 

17 

19 

21 

22 

23 

27 

31 

5 

12 

13 

20 


Number  ol 
taken. 


1 

6 
5 
3 
1  I 
7 
3 
7 
o 

7 
4 
7 
9 

57 
4 

15 
3 
5 


12 

13 

20 

2 

4 

11 

15 

24 

18 

46 

57 

38 

5'-: 

11 

8 

10 

19 

8 

1 

5 

•y 
<j 

24 
46 
53 
15 

8 
33 

8 
26 
48 
32 
13 
16 
28 
19 
44 


Latitude. 


dtiule. 


Trial  Seals  to 
Date. 


48  44 

N. 

125  .".5 

W. 

48  41 

N. 

125  30 

w. 

48  38 

N. 

125  22 

\Y. 

48  40 

N. 

125  20 

w. 

48  10 

N. 

125  25 

\v. 

47  20 

N. 

125  05 

w. 

47  40 

N. 

125  12 

W. 

47  47 

N. 

125  06 

w. 

47  25 

N. 

125  12 

w. 

47  20 

N. 

125  20 

w. 

47  54 

N. 

124  55 

w. 

46  16 

N. 

124  4(1 

w. 

46  06 

N. 

12  1  2  1 

w. 

47  45 

N. 

125  05 

w. 

49  32 

N. 

127  09 

w. 

49  25 

N. 

126  50 

w. 

49  07 

N. 

12  7  00 

w. 

49  31 

N. 

127  52 

\v. 

48  55 

N. 

127  16 

w. 

51  26 

N. 

132  06 

w. 

51  06 

N. 

130  30 

w. 

51  30 

N. 

133  53 

w. 

5122 

N. 

130  06 

w. 

51  05 

N. 

130  08 

w. 

51  10 

N. 

130  21 

w. 

51  09 

N. 

131  58 

w. 

51  J  7 

N. 

132  48 

w. 

52  57 

N. 

133  IS 

w. 

55  42 

N. 

136  22 

w. 

57  05 

N. 

138  00 

w. 

59  06 

N. 

141  03 

w. 

59  14 

N. 

141  40 

w. 

59  14 

N. 

143  10 

w. 

59  20 

N. 

111  oS 

\v. 

59  2  1 

N. 

111  41 

\v. 

59  24 

N. 

in  16 

\v. 

59  24 

N. 

115  53 

w. 

59  13 

N. 

1  15  03 

w. 

59  11 

N. 

149  45 

w. 

59  20 

N. 

149  45 

w. 

58  45 

N. 

148  55 

w. 

52  55 

N. 

166  40 

E. 

52  32 

N. 

166  01 

E. 

53  04 

N. 

165  21 

E. 

52  30 

N 

165  30 

E. 

52  4  7 

N. 

165  37 

E. 

53  00 

N. 

166  40 

E. 

53  02 

N. 

166  46 

E. 

52  .V.I 

N. 

lo6  31 

E. 

52  IS 

N. 

166  12 

E. 

52  58 

N. 

166  14 

E 

52  59 

N. 

166  25 

E. 

52  58 

N. 

166  35 

E. 

52  01 

N. 

167  00 

E. 

53  00 

N. 

167  30 

E. 

53  00 

N. 

165  58 

E. 

52  59 

N. 

165  40 

E. 

52  00 

N. 

169  11 

E. 

11 

16 
19 
30 
37 
40 
47 
49 
56 
00 
67 
76 
133 
137 
152 
155 
160 
187 
194 
206 
219 
239 
211 
245 
256 
271 
295 
313 
359 
416 
454 
506 
51/ 
525 
536 
555 
563 
564 
569 
572 
596 
642 
695 
710 
718 
751 
759- 
781 
832 
864 
878 
894 
922 
941 
985 


(Signed)  ALFRED  R.  BISSETT,  Master, 

ScJwoner  "Annie  E.  Paint.' 


This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Alfred  R.  Bissett,  hereunt 
annexed. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 


202 
(11.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  I  lolumbia,  <  ity  of  Victoria. 

I.  Charli  -  Hack  stt,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner, 
do  3olemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  1  was  the  master  of  the  sealing-sehooner  "Annie  C.  Moore  "for  and  during  tin' 
year  L892. 

2.  That  1  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Eeturn  liereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  -aid  schooner  fur  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  an-  a 
full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CIIAS.  HACKETT. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Hackett  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residiiiii  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  15th  day 
©f  November,  A..D.  L892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  P.elyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province 
of  British  Columbia. 

(Seal.) 


(A.) 

RETURN  showing  the  Pates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  tic  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "Annie  C.  Moore"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the 
Sea?on  L892. 


Dat'. 

Number  of  Seals 

Latitude. 

1  .ongitude. 

Total  Srals  to 

takjn. 

Date. 

1892 

O            ' 

M 

irch        1 

57 

49  30    X. 

129  00    W. 

57 

•J 

5 

49   12     N. 

129  00    W. 

62 

HI 

11! 

49  20    N. 

129  "0   W. 

72 

11 

9 

49   19     N. 

128  00   Vv\ 

SI 

12 

6 

i"J   19     N. 

127    10     W. 

S7 

15 

62 

49   19     N. 

12;  4  7    W. 

1411 

16 

12 

49    19     N. 

127  47    W. 

Kit 

M 

1 

24 

54  36     X. 

134  55    W. 

185 

r> 

39 

55  37     X. 

135  35    W. 

221 

G 

31 

55  50    N. 

136  10   W. 

255 

j.              7 

8 

5(3  10     N. 

135  .Ml    \V. 

203 

8 

8 

50   10     X. 

135  50    W. 

271 

10 

29 

56  37    N. 

136   11    W. 

300 

13 

17 

57  «0    N. 

137  OS    W. 

:j,i7 

II 

15 

57   00    X. 

1.",;   08    W. 

332 

15 

15 

5  7  00    X. 

137  OS    \V. 

317 

!- 

20 

59  00    N. 

145   40    W. 

367 

2  5 

21 

59  00    X. 

145  40    W. 

3S8 

27 

39 

;.^  .).')    N. 

1  15  50    W  . 

427 

'***- 

,. 

17 

5S  55    N. 

145   50    \V. 

414 

29 

59 

;>s  50    N. 

117    1"    U  . 

503 

June                           .. 

9 

57   50     X. 

1-17   10  W. 

512 

C 

7 

57   50    N. 

1  is  r.o  w. 

519 

8 

8 

57  50    N. 

1  1 1   50    W. 

527 

(Signed) 


CIIAS.  HACKETT. 


Tins  i>  the  l.'<  turn  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Charles  Hackett,  hereto  annexed. 
(Signed)  A.  1..   Belyea,  Notary  Public. 


(12.) 

Canada;  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I    Thomas   Earle,  el   the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the   Province  of  British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 

!  iiiidy  dee'  .re  : — 

1.  Thai  J  am  the  managing  owner  of  and  have  the  custody  of  the  logs  of  the  sealing-sehooner 
fa  a  n  "  for  and  during  the  year  1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  th.;  headings  "  Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 


203 

"  Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed,  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  are  a 
full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  THOMAS  EARLE. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  tin1  said  Thomas  Earle  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  15th  day 
of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  PiMic  in  and  for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 

(A.) 

Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "Pawn"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season 
1S92. 


Vat,: 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 

Z       ~ 

„       , 

April 

22 

4 

50  02    N. 

128  49    W. 

4 

>> 

23 

7 

50  38     N. 

129  10   W. 

11 

>> 

25 

8 

Cape  St.  James  bearing  N.E.  by  E. 
25  miles  off 

19 

ii 

26 

2 

50  00    N.       i       130  50    W. 

21 

27 

12 

52  06    N. 

33 

May 

1 

52 

Forster  Island  bearing  N.E.  by 
N.  i  N.  35  miles  off 

85 

yt 

2 

6 

54  18    N. 

, . 

91 

13 

28 

54  15    N. 

, . 

119 

14 

15 

54  58    N. 

134  40    W. 

134 

f] 

15 

5 

56   12    N. 

135  47    W. 

139 

18 

5 

57  18     N. 

136  56    W. 

144 

>t 

22 

7 

58  23    N. 

138  33    W. 

151 

25 

1C 

58  41     N. 

HO   19    W. 

161 

26 

49 

58  58    N. 

140  37   W. 

210 

27 

32 

59  05    N. 

110   10   W. 

242 

tl 

28 

13 

59  02    N. 

140  39    W. 

255 

29 

49 

58  56    N. 

141    15    W. 

304 

tl 

30 

39 

59  03     N. 

141   16    W. 

343 

June 

1 

4 

59  11     N. 

142  32    W. 

347 

2 

7 

59  13    N. 

142  35    W. 

354 

3 

16 

59  01     N. 

142  20    W. 

370 

4 

9 

58  50    N. 

142  35    W. 

379 

,, 

5 

7 

58  58    N. 

142  04    W. 

386 

6 

18 

59  02    N. 

141  56    W. 

404 

M 

7 

8 

59   12    N. 

141   36    W. 

112 

8 

5 

59  12    N. 

141  36    W. 

417 

11 

12 

59  22    N. 

147  39    W. 

429 

12 

34 

58  58    N. 

147  53   W. 

403 

j, 

16 

8 

58  44     N. 

148  04    W. 

471 

20 

1 

58  41     N. 

147   04    W. 

472 

» 

28 

8 

57  47    N. 

148  27    W. 

480 

(Signed) 


THOMAS  EARLE. 


This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Thomas  Earle,  hereunto  annexed. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 


(13.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  George  Heater,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner, 
do  solemnly  declare : — ■ 

1.  That  I  was  the  master  of  and  kept  a  log  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Ainoko"  for  and  during  the 
year  1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  are  a 

[lis]  a  G 
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full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

;  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of"T';  3  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

:ied)     GEORGE  HEATER 

scribed  and  declared  by  the  said  George  Heater  before  me.  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  I    Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
b  day  .if  \              -. .  a.d.  189 

ted)  A.  L.  Beli 

.-  Public  in  and  fur  the  Province 
of  British  Columbia, 

3 

(A.) 

Return  showing  the  l>ates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
V  sition  <>n  i  of  the  Schooner  "Ainoko"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season 

18 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

0    , 

o     / 

Febrr.  a 

24 

4S  20  N. 

125  20  W. 

24 

(In  port.) 

April    27 

17 

50  00  N. 

12S  35  \Y. 

41 

28 

16 

51  46  N. 

131  20  W. 

57 

6 

20 

52  50  N. 

133  00  W. 

77 

7     . .      .  • 

17 

54  00  N. 

134  00  W. 

94 

■J 

9 

54  28  N. 

134  14  W. 

103 

14 

8 

54  36  N. 

134  34  W. 

111 

15 

6 

56  15  N. 

136  30  W. 

117 

17 

12 

£6  45  N. 

136  55  W. 

129 

IS 

17 

::   n  n. 

13S  23  W. 

146 

25 

60 

59  20  N. 

143  07  W. 

206 

26 

114 

59  00  N. 

14.;  oo  w. 

320 

27 

166 

59  20  N. 

142  17  W. 

4  SO 

28 

16 

59  17  N. 

142  55  W. 

5H2 

29 

57 

59  14  N. 

143  20  W\ 

559 

30 

£1 

59  20  N. 

143  36  W. 

640 

June     3 

8 

59  01  N. 

144  0G  V. 

bis 

4 

In 

59  17  N. 

145  29  W . 

658 

„      5 

6 

.V.i  16  N. 

14  6  II"  Y\  . 

664 

6 

25 

59  04  N. 

1 47  24  W. 

6-0 

.,     7 

8 

J  N. 

147  30  W. 

697 

12 

24 

58  40  N. 

150  20  \Y. 

721 

15 

4 

58  12  N. 

150  25  \Y. 

725 

19 

8 

ii  N. 

150  13  W. 

733 

20 

17 

5S  52  N. 

150  us  W. 

750 

(Signed) 


GEORGE  HEATER  Master,. 


_  (14.) 

Canada.  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I.  William  Henry  Whiteley,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Proviuce  of  British  Columbia, 
merchant,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  was  tlit-  master  and  kept  the  log-books  of  the  sealing-schooner  "Mermaid"  for  and 
during  the  year  1 8    2. 

2.  That  1  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Hate."  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
••  Latitude.'''  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  th.  aer  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  are  a 
full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Pieturn 
set  out. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  n  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  W.  H.  WHITELEY, 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  Henry  Whiteley  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly 
commissioned,  and  residing  tng  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 

this  9th  day  of  November,  a.o.  I 

■ted)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Pull  if  in  and  for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia 
Seal.) 
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(A.) 


Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "Mermaid"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season 
1892. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 
May    1   .. 
„      2  .. 
„      3  .. 
„       4   .. 
„       5   .. 
„      6  .. 
„     7  .. 
„       8   .. 

„    y  .. 

„    10  .. 
„    13  .. 
„     14  .. 
„    26  .. 

• 

5 
2 
2 

2 
10 
10 

2 

2 

1 
11 
22 
31 
17 

o        / 

54  30    N. 

55  05    N. 
55  30    N. 

55  50    N. 

56  20    N. 

57  15    N. 
56  30    N. 

56  30    N. 

57  10    N. 
57  30    N. 
57  40    N. 
57  45    N. 
59  40    N. 

o          / 

135  00   W. 
135  00   W. 
135  00   W. 
137  00   W. 

135  30   W. 

137  00   W. 
130  20   W. 

136  20   W. 
130  40    W. 

137  40   W. 

138  20   W. 

138  50   W. 
145  00    \V. 

1S7 

This  is  the  Return  marked  (A)  referred   to   in  the  declaration  of  William   Henry  Whiteley, 
hereunto  annexed. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  BELYEA,  Notary  Public. 


(15.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  John  Graham  Cox,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  managing  owner  and  have  the  custody  of  the  log-books  of  the  sealing-schooner 
"Triumph"  for  and  during  the  year  1802. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  181)2,  and  say  the  same  are  a 
full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  aud  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  J.  G.  COX. 


Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Graham  Cox  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  thi. 
9th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  mid  for  the  Province 

of  British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


206 

(A.; 

Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "  Triumph  "  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season 
1892. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 
May  27  .. 

„  2S  .. 

>■  29  .. 

„  30  .. 

„  31  .. 
June  3  . . 

„   4  .. 

„   5  .. 

„   6  .. 

„   7  .. 

„   8  .. 

„      9  .. 

„  11  .. 

„  12  .. 

„  16  .. 

. 

10 

28 
27 
32 

CO 
4 

13 
6 

13 
8 
9 
6 

19 

18 
9 

59  06  N. 
59  00  X. 
59  06  N. 
5S  54  N. 
58  52  N. 
58  50  N. 
58  46  N. 
58  48  N. 
58  37  N. 
58  52  N. 
58  41  N. 
58  42  N. 
58  24  N. 
58  23  N. 
58  48  N. 

o    / 

146  00  W. 
148  37  W. 
146  57  W. 
146  45  W. 

146  30  W. 

147  39  W. 
147  40  W. 

147  3S  W. 

148  02  W. 
148  00  W. 

148  32  W. 

149  24  \V. 
149  06  W. 
14S  48  W. 
148  34  W. 

262 

This  is  the  Eeturn  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  hereunto  annexed. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyka,  Notary  Public. 


(16.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  Alonzo  Nickerson,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner, 
do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  was  the  master  of  and  have  the  custody  of  the  log-books  of  the  sealing-steamer 
"Thistle"  for  and  during  the  year  1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"  Latitude,"  and  "  Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries 
in  the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1S92,  and  say  the  same 
are.  a  full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Eeturn 
set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  ALONZO  NICKEESON. 


Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Alonzo  Nickerson  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioner, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  24th  day  of  November,  A  D.  1892. 
(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province 

of  British  Coin  m  bia. 
(Seal.) 
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(A.) 

KBruBN  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Steamer  "  Thistle "  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season 
1892. 


Date. 

|  Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892 

*   ' 

o    / 

February  27 

3 

37  30  N. 

123  55  W. 

3 

„   28 

1 

37  45  N. 

123  35  W. 

4 

29 

37 

38  00  N. 

123  15  W. 

41 

March  .  1 

2 

37  20  N. 

123  40  W. 

43 

„      9 

6 

38  12  N. 

123  20  W. 

49 

10 

3 

38  20  N. 

123  45  W. 

52 

„     11 

4 

40  22  N. 

125  00  W. 

56 

12 

1 

42  15  N. 

125  25  W. 

57 

„     14 

8 

44  20  N. 

125  00  W. 

65 

„     15 

8 

44  50  N. 

124  50  W. 

73 

„     16 

4 

45  00  N. 

124  40  W. 

77 

17 

2 

46  30  N. 

12!  40  W. 

79 

April     2 

3 

46  25  N. 

125  00  W. 

82 

4 

1 

45  58  N. 

124  30  W. 

S3 

„     6 

1 

45  05  N. 

125  10  W. 

84 

„     "' 

6 

44  50  N. 

125  15  W. 

90 

9 

1 

44  46  N. 

126  05  W. 

91 

10 

1 

44  29  N. 

124  50  W. 

92 

„     11 

3 

44  33  N. 

125  02  W. 

95 

13 

1 

46  10  N. 

125  00  W. 

96 

16 

14 

46  39  N. 

124  30  W. 

110 

17 

4 

46  28  N. 

124  30  W. 

114 

18 

1 

46  20  N. 

124  20  W. 

115 

19 

1 

46  36  N. 

124  00  W. 

116 

21 

7 

47  37  N. 

124  00  W. 

123 

23 

10 

48  20  N. 

126  00  W. 

133 

28 

15 

48  25  N. 

126  10  W. 

148 

May     1 

20 

48  52  N. 

126  20  W. 

168 

2 

17 

48  53  N. 

126  20  W. 

185 

',',             3 

14 

49  20  N. 

127  00  W. 

199 

13 

16 

51  31  N. 

132  10  W. 

215 

26 

1 

58  19  N. 

142  55  W. 

216 

27 

53 

58  42  N. 

142  30  W. 

269 

28 

5 

58  56  N. 

142  20  W. 

274 

29 

31 

58  56  N. 

112  38  W. 

305 

30 

52 

59  19  N. 

142  55  W. 

357 

31 

, , 

June     1 

q 

59  08  N. 

143  21  W. 

359 

>,      2 

14 

59  10  N. 

143  35  W. 

373 

3 

5 

59  13  N. 

144  30  W. 

378 

4 

10 

59  40  N. 

144  40  W. 

388 

5 

3 

.  , 

,  , 

391 

6 

7 

.  . 

,  . 

398 

7 

3 

57  20  N. 

14G  20  W. 

401 

„     8 

13 

57  30  N. 

146  15  W. 

414 

9 

1 

,. 

, , 

415 

„     11 

2 

57  20  N. 

146  30  W. 

417 

12 

2 

57  30  N. 

146  25  W. 

419 

14 

4 

57  27  N. 

146  42  W. 

423 

26 

8 

56  10  N. 

146  50  W. 

431 

27 

7 

56  15  N. 

146  42  W. 

438 

„     28 

3 

•• 

146  30  W. 

441 

(Signed) 


ALONZO  NICKEESON. 


This   is  the  Return  referred  to  as  marked  (A)  in  the  declaration  of  Alonzo  Nickerson,  hereto 
annexed. 

(Signed)  A  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 


[H8] 
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(17.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  Wentworth  E.  Baker,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master 
mariner,  do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  was  the  master  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  C.  H.  Tapper"  for  and  during  the  year  1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "  Xumber  of  Seals 
taken,"  "  Latitude,"  and  Longitude,"  in  the  Beturn  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original 
entries  in  the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the 
same  are  a  full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said 
Beturn  set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  W.  E.  BAKER. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Wentworth  E.  Baker  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
28th  day  of  November,  a.d.  1892. 

(-luiied)  P.  yE.  Irving, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and/or  /In'  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


(A) 

Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  Noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "  C.  H.  Tupper"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the 
Season  1892  on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 

•   ' 

o    / 

February  1      ..      ,. 

1 

46  57  N. 

125  30  W. 

1 

o 
,,    —      ■  •      ■  ■ 

7 

46  23  N. 

125  27  W. 

8 

3 

,  . 

46  50  N. 

125  31  W. 

.  , 

„          4 

10 

46  10  N. 

125  35  W. 

IS 

5 

46  02  N. 

125  29  W. 

. . 

6 

14 

44  51  N. 

125  26  W. 

32 

„          7 

3 

13  48  N. 

125  30  W. 

35 

8 

4 

43  47  N. 

125  33  W. 

39 

„    9 

,, 

43  50  N. 

125  31  W. 

. . 

10 

3 

43  22  N. 

125  15  W. 

42 

„   11 

.  , 

43  20  K. 

125  10  W. 

, , 

„   12 

15 

43  23  N. 

125  19  W. 

57 

„   13 

,  . 

43  38  N. 

125  24  W. 

,  . 

„   14 

.  . 

43  45  N. 

125  21  W. 

,  . 

„   1» 

41 

43  46  N. 

125  18  W. 

98 

„   16 

13 

43  48  N. 

125  20  W. 

111 

„   17 

13 

43  50  N. 

125  27  W. 

124 

„   18 

4 

43  46  N. 

125  20  W. 

128 

„   19 

, . 

43  58  N. 

125  12  W. 

,  . 

*~— 

„   20 

4 

44  30  N. 

125  00  W. 

132 

„   21 

,. 

44  33  N. 

125  10  W. 

. . 

„   22 

11 

44  30  N. 

125  12  W. 

143 

„   23 

23 

45  20  N. 

125  30  W. 

100 

„   24 

29 

46  03  N. 

125  05  W. 

195 

„   25 

12 

.. 

.  , 

207 

„   20 

3 

46  15  N. 

125  13  W. 

210 

„   27 

lb  13  N. 

125  10  W. 

. . 

„   28 

.  , 

46  20  N. 

125  11  W. 

,,   29 

,  , 

47  23  N. 

126  15  W. 

March    1 

24 

48  05  N. 

126  16  \V. 

234 

2 

24" 

.  , 

,  , 

258 

3 

l" 

,  , 

259 

4 

4S  09  N. 

126  11  W. 

5 

., 

48  03  N. 

126  10  W, 

.  . 

C 

. . 

48  10  N. 

120  18  \V. 

7 

2 

.  , 

.  . 

261 

8 

4 

48  00  N. 

120  07  W. 

,  . 

9 

4 

47  53  N. 

,  , 

2C9 

10 

3 

4  7  35  N. 

126  00  W. 

272 

11 

. . 

.  , 

,  , 

, . 

12 

4 

47  21  N. 

125  36  W. 

13 

. . 

47  00  N. 

125  40  W. 

276 

14 

8 

47  16  N. 

126  18  W. 

284 

15 

10 

,  . 

.  . 

294 

16 

3 

46  45  N. 

125  20  W. 

297 

17 

. . 

46  52  N. 

126  13  W. 

.  . 

18 

4 

,  , 

19 

6 

46  5*8  N. 

120  06  "'. 

307 

'-"i 

1 

47  10  N. 

125  50  VV. 

.. 

21 

•  • 

47  30  N. 

125  36  W. 

308 
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Date. 


1892. 


March 


April 


22 
23 
24 
25 

20 

:i0 

31 
1 


9 
10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
10 


Number  of  Seals 
taken. 


Latitude. 


4S  05    N. 


48  14    N.  126  23    W. 

48  35    N.  12G  00   W. 

Went  in  port  for  water  and  supplies. 


Longitude. 


126   17    W. 


Total  Seals  to 
Date. 


50  00  N. 

49  57  N. 

49  30  N. 

50  03  N. 
50  10  N. 
50  08  N. 

50  42  N. 

51  36  N. 

52  00  N. 

52  10  N. 

52  34  N. 

52  40  N. 


128  50  W. 
128  54  W. 
128  20  W. 

128  21  W. 
128  23  W. 

128  49  W. 

129  10  W. 

130  31  W. 

131  54  W. 

132  06  W. 
132  41  W. 


54  40    N.  133  55 

Went  in  port  for  water 


5    W. 


(Signed) 


309 
309 


313 
315 

3*16 


317 
320 

322 


,» 

22 

9 

54  16  N. 

135  00  W. 

331 

it 

23 

19 

55  07  N. 

135  20  W. 

350 

11 

24 

2 

56  09  N. 

135  36  W. 

352 

It 

25 

1 

56  55  N. 

136  58  W. 

353 

,» 

26 

13 

, . 

.  . 

366 

11 

27 

18 

56  59  N. 

136  59  W. 

384 

11 

28 

18 

56  58  N. 

137  08  W. 

402 

„ 

29 

62 

56  56  N. 

137  15  W. 

464 

,, 

30 

20 

57  05  N. 

137  18  W. 

484 

May 

1 

35 

57  20  N. 

137  35  W. 

519 

„ 

2 

11 

57  20  N. 

137  35  W. 

530 

,. 

3     .'.             .. 

2 

57  24  N. 

137  40  W. 

532 

,, 

4 

57 

57  26  N. 

137  42  W. 

589 

31 

5 

60 

57  30  N. 

137  50  W. 

649 

11 

6 

35 

57  28  N. 

138  49  W. 

684 

11 

7 

.  . 

58  20  N. 

140  36  W. 

.  . 

11 

8 

23 

59  00  N. 

142  40  W. 

707 

11 

9 

1 

59  00  N. 

142  30  W. 

708 

11 

10 

2 

. . 

710 

,, 

11 

41 

58  56  N. 

143  20  W. 

751 

„ 

12 

113 

58  48  N. 

143  42  W. 

864 

11 

13 

17 

59  00  N. 

144  06  W. 

881 

31 

14 

24 

,  , 

905 

)l 

15 

5 

58  43  N. 

144  2*3  W. 

910 

,, 

16 

1 

58  59  N. 

146  00  W. 

911 

11 

17 

20 

5S  59  K. 

146  00  W. 

931 

i} 

18 

41 

58  sy  N. 

146  00  W. 

972 

33 

19 

1 

58  59  N. 

146  20  W. 

973 

„ 

20 

t  m 

58  59  N. 

146  20  W. 

11 

21 

,  , 

59  08  N. 

146  00  W. 

,  . 

t> 

22 

5 

59  00  N. 

146  23  W. 

,  . 

fl 

23 

1 

58  52  N. 

146  42  W. 

979 

31 

24 

.. 

59  01  N. 

147  06  W. 

.  . 

13 

25 

,  , 

58  50  N. 

148  00  W. 

.  . 

13 

26 

30 

58  41  N. 

148  02  W. 

1,009 

1) 

27 

73 

58  41  N. 

148  02  W. 

1,082 

33 

28 

41 

59  03  N. 

147  20  W. 

1,123 

,, 

29 

14 

58  56  N. 

146  30  W. 

1,137 

31 

30 

60 

58  43  N. 

146  08  W. 

1,197 

33 

31 

,. 

58  45  N. 

146  00  W. 

.  , 

June 

1 

4 

.. 

. . 

1,201 

!> 

2 

6 

58  51  N. 

145  52  W. 

1,207 

»> 

3 

9 

59  03  N. 

146  07  W. 

1,216 

11 

4 

17 

59  20  N. 

140  02  W. 

1,233 

11 

5 

1 

59  18  N. 

146  00  W. 

1,234 

11 

6 

5 

. . 

1,239 

,, 

7 

6 

59  02  N. 

147  50  W. 

1,245 

„ 

8 

•  • 

58  02  N. 

148  46  W. 

,  . 

13 

9 

1 

58  02  N. 

148  46  W. 

1,246 

33 

10 

5S  31  N. 

149  10  W. 

, . 

11 

*8 

58  13  N. 

149  22  W. 

1,254 

,. 

12 

13 

5S  40  N. 

149  30  W. 

1,267 

11 

13 

1 

5S  40  N. 

149  30  W. 

1,268 

13 

14 

58  32  N. 

149  18  W. 

,  , 

„ 

15 

,  . 

58  41  N. 

149  05  W. 

,  . 

" 

16 

5 

59  01  N. 

149  35  W. 

1,273 

W.  E.  BAKER. 


This  is  the  Exhibit  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Wentworth  E.  Baker,  taken  before  me 
this  28th  day  of  November,  1892. 

(Signed)  P.  M.  Irving, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
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(18.) 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  Olaf  J.  Westerlund,  of  the  city  of  Vancouver,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  mate,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I,  Olaf  Westerlund,  have  been  mate  of  the  sealing-schooner  "C.  D.  Band"  for  and  during 
the  year  1892. 

2.  That  1  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Date,"  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"Latitude,"  and  "Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  original  entries  in 
the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her  sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1892,  and  say  the  same  are  a 
full,  true,  and  correct  abstract  of  the  entries  therein  made  referring  to  the  matters  in  said  Return 
set  out. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Olaf  Westerlund,  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  City  of  Vancouver,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  on 
this  19th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  OLAF  WESTERLUND. 

(Signed)  R,  W.  Harris, 

A  Notary  Public  in  awl  far  /la:  Province  of 
British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 


Return  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day,  and  the  noon 
Position  on  each  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "C.  D.  Rand,"  on  her  Sealing  Voyage  for  the  Season 
1892. 


Date. 

Number  of  Seals 
taken. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Total  Seals  to 
Date. 

1892. 

o    / 

.   - 

February  25 

4 

48  23  N. 

125  44  \V. 

„   26 

3 

48  18  N. 

126  91  W. 

March   10 

2 

47  58  N. 

125  22  W. 

12 

5 

48  38  N. 

125  59  W. 

14 

5 

48  04  N. 

125  48  W. 

15 

8 

47  48  N. 

125  21  W. 

17 

1 

47  00  N. 

125  00  W. 

April    27 

9 

49  12  N. 

125  17  W. 

28 

5 

49  15  N. 

126  52  W. 

May     6 

8 

51  39  N. 

130  39  W. 

„     7      •■      •• 

17 

131  40  W. 

S 

2 

52  10  N. 

132  45  W". 

9 

7 

,  . 

13 

25 

55  40  N. 

135  32  W. 

14 

20 

50  21  N. 

135  36  W. 

15 

27 

56  21  N. 

135  12  W. 

17 

5 

56  32  N. 

135  31  W. 

, ..     22 

3 

58  27  N. 

138  44  W. 

23 

1 

58  40  N. 

140  23  W. 

25 

86 

58  58  N. 

140  53  W. 

26 

43 

59  02  N. 

140  58  W. 

27 

63 

58  49  N. 

140  51  W. 

28 

17 

58  59  N. 

141  10  W. 

29 

44 

59  24  N, 

141  32  W. 

30 

46 

59  22  N. 

142  04  W. 

June     1 

9 

59  14  N. 

142  55  \\. 

2 

8 

, . 

3 

20 

59  19  N. 

143  13  W. 

4 

34 

59  23  N. 

143  32  W. 

5 

33 

59  29  N. 

143  36  W. 

6 

5 

59  38  N. 

144  02  W. 

7 

7 

59  16  N. 

145  10  W. 

9 

5 

59  54  N. 

146  38  W. 

15 

3 

58  08  N. 

149  10  W. 

580 

(A.) 

This  is  the  paper-writing  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Olaf  Westerlund,  made 
before  me  this  19th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  R.  W.  Harris,  Notary  Public. 
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(19.) 

Dominion  of  Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
City  of  Vancouver. 

T,  W.  II.  Copp,  of  the  city  of  Vancouver,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner,  do 
solemnly  declare  :  — 

1.  That  I  was  master  of  the  sealing-schooner  "Vancouver  Belle"  for  and  (luring  the  year  of 
1892. 

2.  That  I  have  carefully  compared  the  entries  under  the  headings  "  Kale,''  "  Number  of  Seals  taken," 
"Latitude,"  and  "Longitude,"  in  the  Return  hereto  annexed  marked  (A),  with  the  entries  in  a  diary 
kept  by  me,  and  extracted  from  the  original  entries  in  the  log  of  the  said  schooner  for  and  upon  her 
sealing  voyage  in  the  year  1893,  and  say  the  same  are,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  a  full, 
true,  and    correct   abstract   of   the    entries    therein    made    referring    to    the    matters   in   said  Return 

set   OUfe 

3.  That  I  have  been  unable  to  compare  the  said  entries  with  the  original  entries  in  the  log  of  the 
said  schooner,  for  the  reason  that  the  said  schooner,  while  upon  her  sealing  voyage  aforesaid,  was 
seized  by  the  Russian  Government,  and  the  said  log  passed  out  of  my  possession  along  with  the  said 
schooner,  and  I  have  not  since  obtained  possession  of  the  same. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  W.  H.,  CO  IT. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  W.  H.  Copp  before  me.  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residing  and  practising  at  the.  city  of  Vancouver,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  24th 
day  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  E.  Y.  Davis, 

A  Notary  Public  i.n  a  nil  fir  the  Pruriace  of 
Rritiik  Vuhunbit'. 
(Seal.) 


[us] 
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(A.) 

|;,:n  kn  showing  the  Dates  on  which  Seals  were  taken,  the  Number  taken  each  Day  and  the  noon 
Position  on  eacb  such  Dates,  of  the  Schooner  "Vancouver  Belle,'  on  her  Sealing  A  oyage  for  the 
Season  1892. 


Date. 


1892. 


March 


April 


Mar 


February  16 
,.  17 
,.  18 
„  19 
„  22 
„  25 
I 


9 
11 
12 
15 
16 
19 
IS 
19 
24 
26 
28 
29 
30 
1 

4 
5 
6 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

22 

27 

28 

29 

30 
o 

3 

4 

5 
8 
9 
10 
13 
14 
16 
17 
20 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 


Jane 


July 


Number  of  Seals 
taken. 


August 


10 
11 


Total  catch 


14 
4 
2 

2 

26 

6 

24 

5 

5 

6 

19 

6 

3 

7 

19 

57 

5 

16 

14 

17 

27 

10 


3 
22 
1 
1 
1 
8 


103 

11 

1 

1 

13 

1 

13 

5 

14 

24 

31 

1 

3 

3 


Latitude. 


N. 
N. 

N. 


47  50  N. 
47  55  N. 
47  40  N. 
47  30 
47  51 

47  27 

48  40  N. 
48  20  N. 
48  20  N. 
48  30  N. 
48  30  N. 
48  10  N. 
48  17  N. 
48  30  N. 
48  32  N. 
48  20  N. 

51  50  N. 

52  13  N. 

54  30  N. 

55  20  N. 
55  40  N. 

55  45  N. 

56  00  N. 

57  40  N. 
57  40  N. 

57  40  N. 
59  32  N. 
59  06  N. 
59  06  N. 
59  10  N. 
59  00  N. 
59  30  N. 

58  53  N. 

59  03  N. 
57  35  N. 
59  16  N. 
57  29  N. 
57  35  N. 

57  47  N. 

58  30  N. 
58  40  N. 


54  11  N. 

54  05  N. 

54  04  N. 

54  12  N. 

54  16  N. 

54  13  N. 

54  10  N. 

55  25  N. 
55  40  N. 
55  16  N. 
55  28  N. 
=5  09  N. 

53  56  N. 

54  05  N. 
54  05  N. 
54  07  N. 
54  15  N. 


N. 
N. 
N. 


54  04 
54  10 
54  2D 
54  12  N 

53  54  N 

54  10 
54  13 
54  20  N 
54  20  N 
54  15 


N. 
N. 


N. 


(Signed) 


Vancouver,  December  20,  1892. 

(Signed)  E.  P.  Davis,  Notary  Public, 


Longitude 


125  25  \V. 
125  08  W. 
125  10  W. 
125  20  W. 
125  25  W. 
125  30  W. 
125  52  W. 
125  50  W. 
125  30  W. 
125  35  W. 

125  50  W. 

126  08  W. 

127  45  W. 
127  50  W. 

126  38  W. 

127  50  W. 

132  00  W. 

133  IS  W. 

133  30  W. 

134  15  W. 
134  40  W. 
134  50  W. 
134  56  W. 
136  50  W. 
136  45  W. 
136  49  W. 

142  32  W. 

143  30  W. 

142  40  W. 

143  50  W. 
146  00  W. 
145  56 


W, 


w, 

w. 


116  30  W. 
14  7  45 

147  33 

148  44  W. 

149  43  W. 
149  40  W. 

149  40  W. 

150  00  W. 

151  30  W. 


168  52 
167  15 

167  00 

169  03 
169  32 

169  30  E 

168  30  E 
107  20 

166  10 

168  24 

170  24 

169  08 
169  OS 

167  35 
167  35 
167  m;i 


E. 
E. 

E. 
K. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 


167  01  E. 


167  10 
167  10 
167  33 
167  26 
167  35 
167  38 
167  20 
167  01 
166  06 
166  30 


E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
K. 
E. 
E. 


Total  Seals  to 
Date. 


335  on  the  coast. 


296 


631 


W.  A.  COPP,  Ex-Master, 

Schooner  "  Vancouver  Belle 
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Notes  made  on  Voyages  between  Yokohama  and  Vancouver  by  the  Commanders  of  Stea/m-ships  of 
"Empress"  Line,  ('"urn/inn  Pacific  Railway. 

MR.  W.  C.  VAN  HOENE,  President  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  kindly  instructed  the 
Captains  of  the  mail  steam-ships  of  the  "  Empress"  Lino,  running  between  Vancouver  and  Japan,  to 
report  any  fur-seals  observed  during  their  voyages.     The  reports  so  far  received  are  quoted  below. 

I  >ear  Sir,  Canadian  Pacific  Raihoay  Company,  Montreal,  April  11,  1892. 

Captain  Marshall,  of  the  "Empress  of  India,"  reports  that,  mi  his  last  voyage  out  (13th  to  17th 
January),  "although  only  15  miles  off  some  of  the  islands  (Aleutians),  no  seals  were  seen,  but  one  was 
seen  on  the  Japan  coast  between  Kirkasan  and  Iuaboye." 

Tins  may  interest  Mr.  Dawson. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  A.   PIEES 

YV~.  ('.  Van  Home,  Esq.,  President. 


1  'ear  Sir,  Yokohama,  May  12,  1892. 

I  wish  to  report  that  on  the  10th  instant,  from  4--20  a.m.  to  5'20  A.M.,  off  the  roast  of  Japan  in 
latitude  38°  20'  north,  longitude  143°  20'  east,  we  passed  through  a  continuous  shoal  of  seals  playin" 
about.  There  were  a  few  large  ones,  but  most  of  them  were  very  small.  1  can  conscientiously  say 
that  we  saw  over  200  before  the  wash  from  the  ship  frightened  them  away.  The  morning  was  verv 
gloomy  and  calm,  the  sea  calm,  with  a  peculiar  smell  off  it ;  small  clumps  of  see-weed,  and  several  birds 
hovering  about;  evidently  plenty  of  fish  about.     The  sea  temperature  at  the  time  was  66  decrees. 

Yours  respectfully. 


A  Piers,  Esq., 

( 'anadian  Pacific  Railway,  Montreal. 


.(Signed)  GEOEGE  A  LEE,  Com  maw!, 


er. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Captain  Marshedl. 

At  Sea,  May  22,  1892. 
This  passage  (19th  and  20th  May)  we  have  again  seen  numerous  seals  between  latitudes  38J  and 
40°  north,  and  longitudes  140°  and  169°  east;  at  times  they  were  present  in  goodly  numbers,  but 
generally  only  a  few  were  seen  at  a  time.  They  appeared  to  be  travelling  in  a  north-westerly  direction, 
but  Lhis  is,  of  course,  very  hard  to  determine,  going  at  our  speed;  these  seals  this  passage  have  not 
been  seen  playing  about,  but  they  did  not  look  like  sleeping;  the  seals  we  passed  on  this  voyage 
outwards  were  particularly  lively,  and  were  jumping  clean  out  of  the  water. 


Dear  Sir,  Canadian  Pacific  Baiiway  Company,  Montreal,  May  13,  1892. 

Captain  Marshall,  of  the  "Empress  of  India,"  reports  that,  on  the  18th  April,  on  his  out  waul 
voyage  No.  0,  he  saw  "  any  number  of  seals,  all  fur-seals,  latitude  40°  41'  north,  longitude  143°  to  14,V 
west,  apparently  going  north.     We  passed  one  sealer  with  three  boats  down,  following  them  up." 


W.  I '.  Van  Home,  Esq.,  President. 


up. 

lours  truly, 
(Signed)  A.  PIEPS. 


Dear  Sir,  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Monlteal,  August  5,  1892. 

Captain  Lee,  of  the  "Empress  of  Japan,"  reports  having  observed  two  seals  close  alongside, 
apparently  playing,  on  the  5th  July,  1  p.m.,  latitude  49°  25'  north,  longitude  171"  30'  east.  At  the 
time  the  weather  was  fine,  calm,  and  overcast ;  sea  temperature,  12  degrees  Fahrenheit, 

Captain  Marshall  reports  having  seen  one  seal  on  the  20th  July,  latitude  49°  4.""/  north,  longitude 
140°  west.     Captain  Marshall  is  the  commander  of  the  "  Empress  of  India." 

Yours  trulv, 


W.  C.  Van  Home  Esq.,  President. 


(Signed)  A.  PIEES. 


I  'ear  Sir,  Montreal.  Octobi  r  1 1 ,  1 892. 

The  following  is  an  entry  in  the  log  of  the  "Empress  of  India,"  Commander  O.  P.  Marshall, 
voyage  No.  X  home,  dated  the  27th  September,  1892 : — ■ 
"  10  A.M.     Passed  some  kelp,     Observed  a  seal." 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  A,   PIEES. 

W.  ( '.  Van  Home,  Esq.,  President. 


■211 

Deal  Sii  Canadian  Faci,ii  Ra  itptmif,  Mont)        •       W 17, 1892. 

I  return  Dr.  Dawson's  letter  of  the  13th,  with  referen  se  to  the  one  seal  which  I  reported  from  the 
"  Empress  of  India,"  voyage  No.  8. 

This  seal  was  observed  at  10  a.m.  of  the  27th  September;  1892,  ships  course  X.  58  K.,  position  at 
noon  by  account  (sua  obscured)  50'  26"  north,  14s'  54"  west,  speed  in  the  interval  155  knots 
per  hour. 

No  si  I  of  any  kind  having  been  reported  since  the  5th  August,  Dr.  Dawson  may  take  it  that 
none  have  been  observed  by  our  shi]  -. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  A.    l'lKIIS. 

\V.  C.  \ 'an  limine    Esq.,  President. 
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The  preceeding  Tables  have  been  compiled  from  the  sworn  statements  of  the  persons  named  in  the  second 
column.  As  the  affidavits  are  all  in  the  same  form,  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  set  them  out  at  length.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  Form  used  : — 


Dominion  of  Canada, 

Peovikce  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria. 


I, 


British  Columbia,  and  Dominion  of  Canada 


1 .  That  I  am  the 


of  the  City  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of 
do  solemnly  declare  : — 


of  the  sealing  schooner 


registered  at  the  Port  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 


and  mentioned  and  referred  to  in  the  statement  hereunder  written. 

2.  That    I    have    full    knowledge    of    all    the    facts    connected    with    said    schooner   set   out   in   the    said 
statement,  for  and  in  respect  of  the  staling  season  of  189     ,  and  say  that  the  same  are  true  and  correct. 

And  I  make    this    solemn    declaration    conscientiously  believing    the   same  to  be  true,  and    by  virtue  of 
"The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 


Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said 


before  me,  a 


Notary  Public    duly  commissioned   and  lesiding   and    practising  at  the  City  of   Victoria,  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  this  day  of a.d.   1892. 


A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of  British  Columbia. 


This  is  the  Statement  referred  to  in  the  above  solemn  Declaration  of 


1.  Name  of  Vessel 

2.  Tonnage 

3.  Value 

4.  Value  of  Outfit 

5.  No.  of  Boats 

6.  No.  of  Cannes 

7.  No.  white  men  employod 

8.  No   Indians  employed 

9.  Estimated  loss  to  vessel  by  closing  of  Bering  Sea 


Declarant. 


(Seal.) 


[118] 


Notary  Public. 

3  L 
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VI. — Evidence  as  lo  Value  of  Scaling  Schooners. 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I.  JOHN  STEAVENSON",  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  ship-owner, 
do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  1  am  the  managing  owner  of  the  British  schooner  "Labrador."  The  "Labrador"  was 
built  for  me  directly  under  my  own  supervision,  and  attached  hereto,  marked  (A.),  is  a  true  and  accu- 
rate statement  of  the  cost  of  the  "  Labrador,"  and  in  another  column  a  true  and  accurate  statement  of 
-the  outfit  and  wages  paid  for  the  first  sealing  voyage  made  by  the  "  Labrador." 

2.  'I  he  "  Labrador  "  is  25"3 1  ions  register,  built  of  I  >ouglas  pine,  iron  fasten  id,  and  uncoppered. 

. Vinl  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
nf  "The  Acl  respecting  Extra-judicial  Oaths." 

3i;  i-  id)  JOHN  STEAVENSON.    j 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Steavenson  before  me.  a  Notary  Public  duly  comiuis^ 
sioned,  and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
24th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  Akthtjk  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal .  I 
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(A.) 


Schooner  "  Labrad 


or,     2.r.'ll  tons,  built  al  Vai liver,  British  Columbia,  expressly 

Fur-Seal  Fishery,  1890-91. 


the  Behring  Sea 


Date. 


1S90. 

Oct. 

27 

to  29 
1891. 

Jan. 

21 
16 

Feb. 

1 

Jan. 

20 
30 

Feb. 

25 

Mar. 

4 

1  to  31 

,, 

1 

to  31 

2.5 

,, 

20 

, . 

,, 

2(5 

. , 

,, 

27 

, . 

,, 

28 

. . 

,, 

28 

. 

28 

, . 

28 

f  , 

28 

, 

28 

if 

28 

*t 

28 
30 
30 
30 

April 

2 
2 

July 

0 
0 

Aug. 

29 

s^t. 

12 
1!) 

10 

•• 

Oct. 

14 

Nov. 

2 

2 

•• 

20 

26 
L)tc.    12 


Telegrams 


Insurance  against  fire  whilst  building  to  30tli  April 

First  instalment  on  bull 

Account  books,  &c. 

Sbip  chandler's  account 

l>nll  ng  for  boat-sails  ..  .. 

Freight  of  windlass       .. 

Sails,  cordage,  oais,  &c. 

Powder 

Sundry  freight,  ballast,  stores,  &c. 

Insurance  ft  it  voyage     ,,  ..  ., 

20  water-casks 

Freight  on  stores  from  Halifax  per  C.  P.  R. 

Pump 

7  "  Parker'1  10-bore  guns  at  GO  dollars  each 

On  account  of  bull.  as  per  contract 

Fees  of  Registrar  of  Shipping      . ,  , . 

Gray  and  Co  ,  account  tor  provisions 

Chandlery      ..  ..  , . 

Smithy  work  . . 

Towage  and  wharfage  .. 

Ringing 

Painting  name  on  schooner 

Hardware  (on  account)..  ,. 

Ditto,  ditto    .. 

I  wo  "  mast-coal  s  "       . .  . .  , . 

On  account  of  cbronon  eter 
,,  five  bouts 

,,  charter  of  steamer  "  Danube  "' 

Balance  of  ditto 
Wharfage  and  stores      ..  ..  .. 

Wages  ol  captain  and  crew  for  the  voyage.. 
Fees  of  Regis  Ira  i  of  Shipping  on  discharge 
Coal  account . .  ■ ,  . .  . . 

Wages  of  painter 

Balance  of  account  for  hardware. . 

,,  ,,  live  boats 

hull 

,,  ,,       of  chronometer 

Petty  cash      .. 
Insurance  (reimbursement  to  Me  Alpine  of  prem 

paid  by  them) 
Scalers' Association 
Law  costs 

Account  for  ship  chandlery 
Salt 

Provisions,  &c. 
Labour 
Insurance 
Casks 

Express  hire 
Insurance 

Cartage  and  tries  ram    .. 
Sundry  insurances  (premiums)    .. 
Repairing  sails 
Blacksmith's  account    .. 
Interest  charged  in  agent's  account 
Anchor,  to  teplace  one  lost 

Total 


C  ost  of 

,.        ,    .     .    ..  Outfit, 

\  esse),  including   I  .     ,    ,.       ... 

.  °      including  \\  ages. 

I  nsurance. 


I)ul. 


5  05 


7 

20 

GOO 

no 

3 

50 

2 

10 

9 

Ol 

0 

35 

2SS 

23 

278 

50 

7(1 

00 

20 

50 

34 

13 

17 

15 

900 

00 

15 

00 

10 

90 

12 

20 

27 

50 

2  1 

uo 

4 

00 

•1 

00 

92 

51 

305 

00 

20  00 

52   50 

500   00 

57   00 

0  50 

S5   00 


331  00 


17  20 


23  87 


Uol. 


176 

77 

35 

50 

18 

25 

19 

25 

4,074 

41 

42.)   00 


CSO  50 


ioo  no 

00    00 


29  92 

50  00 

33  84 

2,707  75 

3  30 

24  75 

120'  50 


i:> 

no 

12 

50 

57 

00 

130 

30 

10 

40 

13 

i  0 

2 

50 

2  95 


108   01 


4,700  32 


(Signed)  JOHN   STFAVKNKOX, 

Managing  Oaiu  r. 


This  is  the  statement  marked  (A;  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  John  Steavenson,  de  lared  before 
me  the  24tli  day  of  December,  A-D,  L892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Pitblic. 
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Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

1.  Richard  Hall,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  ship  owner,  do 
Bolemnl)  declare : — 

!.  Thai  1  am  the  managing  owner  of  the  hereinafter  named  vessels, "  Geneva "  and  "Ocean 
Belle,"  and  have  in  my  possession  all  the  accounts,  vouchers,  and  books  of  the  said  vessels  since  the 
purchase  oi  them  as  hereinafter  set  out. 

2.  That  myself  and  two  others  bought  the  said  "  Ocean  Belle"  at  Lunenburg,  in  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  in  October  1889,  for  the  sum  of  2,475  dollars.  The  actual  cost  of  fitting  out,  provisioning, 
insuring,  wag<  s,  and  all  other  charges  and  expenses  in  bringing  the  "Ocean  Belle"  from  Lunenburg  to 
Victoria  was  5,892  dol.  G4  c,  making  a  total  cost  of  the  vessel  at  Victoria  of  8,3'  7  dol.  64  c. 

.".  That. the  "Ocean  Belle"  was.  on  arrival  at  Victoria,  thoroughly  refitted  and  repaired,  and 
equipped  for  a  sealing  voyage,  at  a  cost  of  4,450  dollars.  The  voyage  lasted  six  months,  and  oust  a 
total  of  9,556  dol.  69  c.  for  wages  of  master  and  crew,  lav  or  share  paid  to  the  hunters,  insurance,  and 
incid  ratal  charges  and  expenses,  m  iking  a  total  outlay  of  23,074  dol.  33  e.  lor  the  \  essel  for  the  year, 
including  her  purchase  price. 

4.  The  "  ( tcean  Belle "  was  built  at  Lunenburg  in  the  year  1883,  and  is  83  tons  register.  She  has 
always  been  kept  in  first-class  repair,  and  is  to-day  a  strong  sound  vessel,  worth  at  current  trices  in 
Victoria  for  sealing- vessels  of  her  class  8,200  dollars. 

o.  The  "Geneva"  was  purchased  by  myself  and  associates  at  Lunenburg  aforesaid,  in  October, 
\.\>.  ]890,for  the  sum  of  2,900  dollars.  It  cost  an  additional  sum  of  5,250  dol.  12  c.  to  bring  this 
vessel  round  Cape  Horn  to  Victoria,  making  the  cost  at  Victoria  8,150  dol.  12  e.  The  "Geneva"  was 
built  at  said  Lunenburg  in  1884,  and  is  98  tons  register. 

(i.  That  alter  arrival  at  Victoria  the  "  Geneva"  was  repaired,  put  in  first-class  order,  and  outfitted 
Eor  a  sealing  voyage  in  L891.     This  cost   for  all  purposes  the  sum  of  4,600  dol.  <;:;  c.  making  a  total 

r  expenditure,  for  and  upon  the  "  Geneva "  as  she  lay  ready  for  her  voyage,  12,750  dol.  75  & 

On  the  completion  of  the  voyage,  the  sums  paid  for  insurance,  wages,  lay  of  hunters,  and  incidentals 
amounted  to  5,324  dol.  88  c,  a  total  expenditure  for  and  on  account  of  the  "  Geneva  "  and  her  season's 
sealing  voyage  of  18,075  dol.  63  c. 

7.  The  guns  on  both  vessels  were  the  Smith  and  Greener  manufactures,  the  former  American, 
the  latter  English,  and  cost  something  over  50  dollars  each  on  the  average. 

5.  Included  in  the  cost  of  bringing  the  said  vessels  from  Lunenburg  to  Victoria  is  the  cost  of 
coppering,  both  done  at  Lunenburg. 

9.  I  am  the  Secretary  of  the  Sealers  Association  of  Victoria,  and  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
sealing  business  carried  on  from  this  port.  In  1892  the  hunters  were  paid  from  a  one-fifth  lay  on 
Victoria  prices  to  4  dollars  per  skin.  In  1891  and  1800  the  hunters  were  paid  from  a  one-fifth  lay  to 
3  dol.  50  e.  pet  skin.  In  1889  hunters  were  paid  from  2  to  :'.  dollars  per  skin.  Previous  to  1889  the 
general  rate  paid  to  hunters  was  about  -\  dollars  per  skin.  The  above  juices  wee  tor  white  hunters. 
Indian  hunters  are  paid  on  a  different  plan.  Indians  hunt  in  canoes,  two  men  to  each  canoe.  The 
general  rule  is  to  allow  -1  dol.  50  c.  for  each  skin  the  canoe  brings  to  the  vessel.  One-third  of  this 
goes  to  the  vessel,  and  the  remainder  goes  to  the  canoes,  or  lh  dollars  to  each  Indian  employed.  In 
addition,  a  bonus  of  in  to  20  dollars  per  canoe  is  paid  by  the  vessel  for  the  season,  and  a  donation  of 
provisions  to  the  families  of  In. Hans  employed,  from  100  to  200  dollars  in  value  for  all.  This  donation 
is  called  in  Chinook  "  <  'ultns  Pottach." 

in.  That  in  the  last  two  years  a  higher  figure  has  been  paid  to  Indians  than  the  above,  as  well  as 
to  white  hunters.  As  high  as  6  dollars  per  skin  has  been  allowed,  one-third  to  vessel,  and  remainder 
to  the  canoe,  or  2  dollars  per  man. 

LI.  That  sealing  with  Indian  hunters  is  about  one-third  cheaper  than  with  white  hunters,  hut  a 
much  less  number  pi  seals  is  taken  by  Indian  hunters  than  white  hunters.  As  a  rule,  sealing  men 
allow  that  one  boat. (white  hunters  is  equal  to  two  canoes  (Indian  hunters).  The  great  objection  to 
Indians  i-  their  superstition.     Often  some  trivial  occurrence  will  he  construed  by  them  to  presage 

disa  ter,  and  they  will  abandon  the  voyage.  Once  they  make  up  their  minds  to  this  they  will 
v,omo_;  in  fact,  in  some  instances  they  have  destroyed  spears  and  canoes  rather  than  continue 
the  voyage.  The  seizures  in  Behring  Sea  have  gieatly  interfered  with  the  employment  of  Indians  in 
tin-  seaUns  -  I ters. 

12.  That  sin  e  the  year  1888,  when  I  first  went  into  the  sealing  business,  I  have  known  of  only 
two  cases  of  i  ding-schooners  being  employed  in  any  other  pursuit  except  sealing.  One  ease  was  that 
of  the  "  C.  H.  Tupper,"  that  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1889  went  to  the  sandwich  islands  with  a 
submarine  cable  outfit.     I  do  not  think  the  "  C.  11.  Tupper"  did  any  sealing  that  year  at  all. 

This  year  the  steam-schooner  "Mischief"  ha  been  employed  in  the  halibut  fishery  simply  as  an 
experiment.     These  are  the  only  vessels  since   1888  that   have  been  out  of  berth  from  the  time  of 

arrival  at  the  clos o        pening  of  the  next.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  nothing  else  for 

the  sealing-schooners  excepl  sealing.  There  is  no  coast  trade  they  can  engage  in.  and  deep-sea  fishing 
is  so  far  a  failure,  owing  to  the  goat  distance  from  markets  and  great  COSl  of  i i  a 'asportation. 

L3.  Thiii.  if  the  sealing  business  wen  I  from  any  cause,  the  entire  Meet  now-  engaged  in  that 

pursuil  would  be  practically  valueless.  h  would  cost  more  to  take  any  one  of  the  fleet  to  the  North 
Atlantic  coast  than  such  schooner  would  be  worth  when  there. 

14.  The  cost  of  building  the  hull  and  spars  of  a  fair-class  sealing-schooner  at  Victoria  is  not  less 
than  125  dollars  per  ton.     Many  of  those  built  here  cost  over  that 

S  h  bought  in  the  east  and  brought  here  eosl   nearlj  as  much,  if  no  accident  happen  them 

en  route  The  class  of  both  vessels  and  outfits  have  been  greatly  improved  since  L888,  and  the  capital 
per  vessel  when  ready  for  sea  is  now  double  what  it  was  in  1887.  The  latest  and  best  fire- 
are  used,  and  the  ammunition  used  i  -t  in  the  market. 

.Most  of  the  sealing-boats  are  copper  fastened,  strongly  built,  and  first  class  in  every  detail. 


o 
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15.  That,  in  1892,  sixty-three  schooners  cleared  from  British  Columbia  ports  for  sealing  voyages, 
exclusive  of  small  schooners  owned  by  Indians.  Ten  of  these  were  seized,  and  two  wrecked  and  lost. 
One  of  the  ten  seized  was  an  Indian  schooner.  This  year  the  fleet  will  number  not  over  fifty- six, 
including  new  vessels. 

1G.  That  the  sealing  season  for  Victoria  vessels  lasts  about  eight  months,  four  of  which  are  spent 
on  the  coast,  and  four  on  the  Behring  Sea  cruize.  It  takes  from  forty  to  fifty  days'  actual  sailing  to 
make  the  trip  from  the  point  where  the  coast  sealing  closes  into  Behring  Sea  and  return  to  Victoria. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  '■  The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  EICHAED  HALL. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Richard  Hall  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commissioned, 
and  residiii"  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  22nd  day 
of  December,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Bel  yea,  Notary  PiCblic. 

(Seal.) 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  Charles  Hackett,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  managing  owner  of  the  British  schooner  "  Annie  C.  Moore,"  engaged  in  the  fur- 
sealing  business  out  of  the  port  of  Victoria  aforesaid. 

2.  That  hereunto  annexed,  marked  (A),  and  certified  correct  by  me,  is  a  true  statement  of  the 
expenditures  and  receipts  of  the  voyage  of  the  "  Annie  C.  Moore"  for  the  sealing  season  of  1891.  The 
gross  expenditure  was  17,085  dol.  89  c,  the  gross  receipts  31,919  dol.  99  c. 

3  That,  in  the  years  1889  and  1890  the  expenditures  and  receipts  were  about  the  same  as  for 
the  year  1891. 

4.  That  the  item  "  Wages,"  8,734  dol.  65  c,  includes  amounts  to  hunters  for  lay. 

5.  That,  in  the  month  of  October  1891,  I  purchased  at  the  port  of  Shelbourne,  in  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  British  schooner  "  Lihbie,"  92  tons  register,  one  year  old,  for  the  sum  of  3,175  dollars. 
After  purchase  1  had  the  "  Libbie  "  coppered,  and  put  in  first  class  repair  and  order  for  the  voyage  to 
Victoria,  This,  together  with  the  provisioning  and  ship  supplies  for  the  voyage,  cost  a  toial  of 
4,118  dol.  69  c. ;  a  total  cost  of  7,293  dol.  69  c.  when  the  vessel  was  ready  to  sail  for  Victoria. 

Tire  voyage  out  cost  as  follows : — 

Dol.    c. 
Insurance         ..  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         292  00 

Wages  of  crew  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ».  ..         421  25 

Wages  of  captain  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         400  00 

1,113  25 

making  a  total  cost  on  arrival  at  Victoria  of  8,406  dol.  94  c. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  CHAS.  HACKETT. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Charles  Hackett  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
23rd  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Province  of   _ 

British  Columbia,. 
(Seal.) 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

1.  John  Clark,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  ship-builder,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  in  the  years  1S91  and  1892  I  built  the  sealing-schooner  "Enterprise,"  69  tons,  registered 
at  the  port  of  Victoria  aforesaid. 

2.  That  the  cost  of  the  "  Enterprise,"  when  completed  and  ready  for  her  sealing  outfit,  was  9,500 
dollars,  or  over.  I  also  built  in  the  same  years  the  sealing-schooner  "  Victoria,"  for  9,000  dollars.  The 
"Enterprise"  is  larger  and  in  every  way  a  better  built  and  stronger  vessel,  and  worth  more  than  the 
difference  in  cost  between  her  and  the  "  Victoria."  The  "  Enterprise"  is  copper-fastened,  coppered,  and 
in  every  respect  a  first-class  vessel  for  the  purpose  she  was  intended.  Her  market  value  at  Victoria  is 
not  less  than  10,000  dollars.  An  ordinary  sealing-schooner,  uucoppered,  can  be  built  at  Victoria  for 
from  100  to  120  dollars  per  ton  carpenters'  measurement,  and  when  copper-fastened  and  coppered,  and 
built  generally  of  better  material  and  workmanship,  at  from  125  to  150  dollars  per  ton,  same  measure- 
ment, exclusive  in  both  cases  of  rigging  and  sails. 

[118]  3  M 
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V d  I   make  thi    solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,- anil  by  virtue 
I  i    -\  •  res]  ecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOHN  CLAK'K. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Clark  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  commissioned,  and 
residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  23rd  day  of 
I  >eceml    r,  \.\>.  L892. 

Arthtje  L.  Belyea, 
A  Notary  Public  in  andforthe  Provina  of 
Brit'i  i  nbia, 

(Seal.) 

1     nada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria, 

I,  Victor  Jacobson,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner 
and  ship- owner,  do  solemnly  declare  :  — 

1.  That  I  am  the  owner  of  the  schooner  "  Minnie,  49  tons,  registered  a1  the  port  of  Victoria  afore- 
said. I  had  the  hull  of  the  "  Minnie "  built  by  contract  for  3,000  dollars.  1  sparred,  rigged,  and 
furnished  the  vessel  myself,  and  when  completed  she  had  cost  me  a  little  over  6,000  dollars.  This  was 
in  1888  and  1889.  I  fitted  and  equipped  the  "Minnie"  for  sealing  in  1889,  at  an  additional  cost  of 
about  4,500  dollars. 

1'.  That  neither  the  "  Minnie  "  nor  the  "  Mary  Ellen,"  both  owned  by  me,  have  ever  been  in  any 
other  trade  except  sealing,  nor  do  1  know  of  any  other  sealing-schooner  that  has  been.  If  the  sealing 
trade  were  to  collapse  the  Victoria  fleet  would  be  worth  little  or  nothing.  There  is  nothing  on  the 
Pacific  coast  such  a  class  of  vessels  can  do  except  sealing. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Acb  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Sigma)  VICTOE  JACOBSON. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Victor  Jacobson  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
23rd  day  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 

I  Seal.) 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  John  Lambert  Penney,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  trader,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  Managing  Director  of  the  Pacific  Sealing  Company  (Limited),  of  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  and  have  full  knowledge  of  all  the  matters  hereinafter  stated  ami  referred  to. 

2.  That  the  said  Company  are  the  owners  of  the  schooner  "Victoria,"  built  lor  said  Company  at 
Victoria  in  the  early  part  of  1892. 

3.  That  the  contract  price  for  the  ''Victoria,"  including  hull,  spars,  sails,  and  rigging,  was 
8,550  dollars.  That,  in  addition,  there  was  paid  to  the  builders  for  extras,  cost  of  model  and 
inspection,  the  sum  of  45d  dollars,  and  for  slap  furniture  the  sum  of  500  dollars,  making  a  total 
cost  of  9,500  dollars. 

4.  That  the  "Victoria"  was  fitted  out  in  1892  for  a  sealing  voyage  at  a  cost  of  5,000  dollars 
round  numbers),  made  up  as  follows: — 

Dol.    c. 
6  sealing-boats,  at  100  dollars    ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         600  00 

1   ship's  boat..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  85  00 

«_^        14  guns,  at  60  dollars     ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  840  00 

1  rifle  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15  00 

Provisions  and  other  supplies. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..      3.460  00 

Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..      5,000  00 

5.  That  the  said  Company  are  the  owners  of  the  sealing-schooner  "  Oscar  and  Hattie,"  bought  in 
San  Francisco  by  me  in  1890  for  the  sum  of  7,500  dollars. 

The.  total  cost  of  the  "  Oscar  and  Hattie  "  at  Victoria  was  9,500  dollars,  made  up  as  follows : — 

Dol.  e. 

Purchase  price. .  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  ••      7,500  00 

Expenses  and  commission  of  purchase  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         500  00 

Alterations,  repairs,  and  fittings  for  sealing  purposes  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         750  00 

Canada  customs  duty  10  per  cent...  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         750  00 


Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .-  ..      9,950  00 

In  addition  there  was  put  on  the  "  Oscar  and  Hattie  "  for  sealing  purposes  the  following  : — 

Dol.    c. 
Water-tanks  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  570  00 

1  boats  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         085  00 

14  guns,  at  60  dollars  each  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .         840  00 

making  a  total  cost  fur  the  "Oscar  and   Hattie,"  when  ready  for  receiving  provisions  and  stores  for 
sealinc,  the  sum  of  11,595  dollars. 
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6.  That  neither  of  the  said  vessels  have  ever  been  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  sealing,  and, in 
fact,  there  is  no  other  trade  or  use  they  can  be  put  to  on  this  coast.  They  are  too  small  for  either  the 
coal  or  lumber  trade,  and  there  is  no  fishing  trade  worthy  of  mention  in  which  these  vessels  could 
engage.  Without  the  sealing,  the  sealing  fleet  of  British  Columbia  would  be  on  the  owners' hands 
almost  worthless.  Already  the  values  of  sealing-vessels  at  Victoria  are  somewhat  depreciated  by  the 
closing  of  Behring  Sea  under  the  modus  vivendi,  and  the  course  pursued  by  the  Russian  Government 
last  season  (1892)  on  the  Copper  Island  grounds. 

7.  That,  for  a  catch  of  2,000  seal-skins  per  season  of  eight  months,  it  will  cost  to  pay  the  crew 
and  hunters  of  either  the  "Victoria"  or  "Oscar  and  Hattie"  13,000  dollars  at  least,  made  up  as 
follows : — 

Dol.  c. 

Captain,  at  50  dollars  per  month  . .  . .  . .  . .  ■ .  . .  400  00 

50  cents  per  skin  on  2,000  skins  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,000  00 

6  hunters,  at  3  dol.  50  c.  per  skin  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7,000  00 

Mate,  at  45  dollars  per  month..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  360  00 

13  seamen,  at  30  dollars  per  month  ..  ,.  ..  ..  ,.  ..  3,120  00 

1  boy,  at  15  dollars  per  month    ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  120  00 

Cook,  at  65  dollars  per  month..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .,  520  00 

The  cost  of  provisions  for  such  a  vovage  would  be  about  3,500  dollars,  the  ammunition  included. 
The  annual  cost  of  repairs  to  vessel,  boats,  and  guns  runs  from  800  to  1,000  dollars.  Sealing-boats 
last  from  three  to  four  years,  and  guns  are  generally  sold  at  from  a  quarter  to  one-third  of  original  cost 
at  the  end  of  four  or  five  years,  and  replaced  by  new  ones.  Insurance  on  vessel- and  cargo  costs  at  the 
rate  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  delieving  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra- Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JNO.  L.  PENNEY. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Lambert  Penny  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  24th  day  of  December,  a.h.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthuk  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  George  Henry  Brown,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 
solemnly  declare  : — ■ 

1.  That  1  am  the  managing  owner  of  the  hereinafter-mentioned  sealing-schooners  "  Maud  S."  and 
"  Agnes  McDonald,"  both  registered  at  the  port  of  Victoria. 

2.  That  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brown  Brothers,  who  purchased  the  said  vessels  at  Halifax, 
in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  have  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  hereinafter  set  forth. 

3.  That  the  said  schooner  "Maud  S."  was  purchased  at  Halifax,  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
in  October  a.d.  1890,  for  the  sum  of  3,200  dollars.  After  purchase  there  was  spent  upon  the  hull  and 
for  the  proper  and  necessary  equipment  of  the  said  schooner  for  a  voyage  from  Halifax,  via  Cape  Hum, 
to  Victoria,  the  sum  of  2,530  dollars. 

4.  That  the  actual  expenditure  for  the  voyage,  which  occupied  about  five  and  one-half  months,  in 
addition  to  the  above  sum,  was  made  up  as  follows,  namely : — 

Dol.     c. 
Insurance         ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  210  00 

Provisions        ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  721  00 

Wages  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  985  00 

Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..       1,916  00 

making  the  total  coast  of  the  "Maud  S.,'"  on  arrival  at  Victoria,  7,040  dollars. 

5.  That  to  this  must  be  added  the  allowance  for  wear  and  tear,  which  in  ordinary  cases  is  put  at 
10  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  hull  and  equipment. 

0.  That  the  "  Maud  S."  is  five  years  old,  97  tons,  and  is  the  cheapest  vessel  of  her  class  and 
tonnage  in  the  sealing  fleet  of  Victoria. 

7.  That  the  said  schooner  "  Agnes  McDonald  "  was  purchased  at  Halifax  aforesaid,  in  October  A.D. 
1891,  for  the  sum  of  6,200  dollars.  To  prepare  this  vessel  for  the  voyage  to  Victoria  there  was  spent 
upon  hull  and  equipment  the  sum  of  2,607  dol.  11  c.  The  actual  expenses  of  the  voyage,  which  lasted 
about  five  months,  were  as  follows,  namely  : — 

Dol.  c. 

Insurance          ..               ..               ■«               ..               ••               ••               ••               ••               ••           400  00 

Provisions        ..              ..              ..              . .              ..              ••              ..              ••              ••          918  35 

Wages              ..              ..              ..              ..              ..              ..              ..              ..              ..       1,169  25 

Making  a  total  of        ..  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..       2,487  60 

and  bringing  up  the  total  cost  of  the  "  Agnes  McDonald,"  exclusive  of  wear  and  tear,  to  the  sum  of 
11,294  dol.  71  c. 

8.  The  "Agnes  McDonald"  is  less  than  two  years  old,  107-09  tons,  built  for  a  Government  fishery 
cruizer  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  ami  cost,  when  first  ready  for  service,  about  9,000  dollars. 

9.  That  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  "  Maud  S."  at  Victoria  in  1891,  she  was  fitted  up  and 
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equipped  for  a  sailing  voyage.     The  total  sum  expended  in  such  fitting  up  and  equipment  amounted  to 
I  653  dol.  82  c.  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Dol.     o. 

On  hull  and  equipment  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,137   So 

Insurance        ..             ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  210  00 

Provisions        ..              ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,2-42  16 

Ammunition     ..             ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  374  80 

Guns                 ..               ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  773  25 

Boats                ..              ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  916  U6 

Making,  as  the  cost  of  outfitting  for  the  scaling  voyage,  a  total  sum  of..       4,653  82 

10.  Thai  the  "  Maud  S."  sealing  voyage  in  1891  lasted  five  months,  and  upon  her  return  to  port 
there  was  paid  to  the  master  and  crew  in  cash, for  wages,  the  sum  of  3,250  dollars.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  hunters,  six  in  number,  were  paid  for. their  services  at  an  average  rate  of  2  dol.  90  c.  per  skin  for 
the  number  of  skin-  caught,  and  the  master,  in  addition  to  his  monthly  wages,  was  paid  50  cents  per 
skin  on  the  total  catch  of  the  vessel. 

11.  That  the  cost  of  fitting  out  the  "Agnes  McDonald"  for  the  sealing  season  of  1892,  after  her 
arrival  at  Victoria,  amounted  to  5,448  dol.  25  c,  made  up  as  follows,  namely  : — 

Dol.    c. 

On  hull  and  equipment  ..  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,240  13 

Insurance         ..               ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  742  85 

Provisions         ..              ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,233  72 

Ammunition     ..               ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  555  40 

Guns                 ..               ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  800  50 

Boats                 ..               ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  875  65 

Making  a  total  of        ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..      5,448  25 

The  wages  paid  in  cash  to  the  master  and  crew  on  the  return  of  the  "  Agnes  McDonald  "  from  her 
sealing  voyage  amounted  to  3,226  dol.  41  c.,  and  the  amount  paid  to  the  hunters  for  their  "lay,"  or 
share,  was  3,852  dollars  ;  this  included  50  cents  per  skin  to  the  captain.  The  actual  running  expenses 
nl  the  "Amu-  McDonald"  on  her  sealing  voyage  aforesaid,  exclusive  of  ammunition,  cost  of  guns  or 
boats,  averaged  the  sum  of  1,278  dol.  22  c.  per  month. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  GEO.  HENEY  BEOWN. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  George  Henry  Brown  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
20th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthuk  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Puhlic. 

(Seal.) 


Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I.  George  Collins,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  ship-owner,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  I  am  the  owner  of  the  British  vessel  "  Sea  Lion,"  registered  at  the  poit  of  Victoria  afore- 
said. 

2.  That  1  had  the  "  Sea  Lion  "  built  under  my  own  supervision,  in  the  fall  of  1889.  The  total 
cost  of  the  "  Sea  Lion,"  when  ready  for  sea,  without  sealing  outfit,  was  6,500  dollars,  exclusive  of  my 
own  services.  In  the  fall  of  189(1  I  had  the  "Sea  Lion"  put  upon  the  ways,  recaulked  and  coppered, 
at  a  cost  of  1,000  dollars.     This  vessel  is  copper-fastened  throughout,  strongly  built,  and  is  fast-class 

ill  I'Vi-jy  rpspprr. 

3.  That  I  sent  the  "  Sea  Lion  "to  San  Francisco  in  January  1890  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  her 
out  at  that  port  for  a  sealing  voyage.  At  that  time  I  could  not  get  either  boats  or  guns  of  the  kind  I 
wanted  at  Victoria.  At  San  Francisco  I  got  a  complete  sealing  outfit,  and  provisioned  the  "  Sea  Lion" 
for  the  season  at  a  cost  of  4,300  dollars.  When  the  "  Sea  Lion'"  sailed  out  of  San  Francisco  about  the 
1st  February,  she  had  cost  me  in  cash  over  1 1 ,000  dollars.  She  carried  five  boats  and  nineteen  men,  and 
brought  to  Victoria  in  October,  about  the  10th,  L,815  seal-skins.  The  voyage  yielded  me  a  net  profit 
of  14,000  dollars. 

4.  The  "Sea  Lion"  is  built  expressly  for  sealing,  and  would  be  practically  valueless  for  any 
other  purpose.  There  is  no  business  on  the  Pacific  coast  for  which  any  of  the  sealing  vessels  are 
suitable,  and  the  closing  of  the  business  would  render  the  whole  fleet  about  worthless. 

An  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths.'' 

(Signed i  CEO.  COLLINS. 

Subscribed   and  declared   by  the  said  George  Collins  before  me,  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  this  22nd  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 
;    (Signed)  Arthue  L.  Belyea, 

.1  Notary  Puhlic  in  and  for  the  Province  of 

British  Columbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  John  Graham  Cox,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  merchant,  do 
solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  1  am  a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  E.  B.  Marvin  and  Company,  the  owners  of  the 
hereinafter  named  sealing-schooner  "  Carlotta  G.  Cox,"  and  I  am  the  managing  owner  thereof. 

2.  The  said  "  ( !arlotta  G-.  Cox  "  was  built  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1890,  and  completed  in  the 
early  part  of  1891,  at  the  ship-yard  of  (J.  R.  Marner,  in  this  city. 

3.  That  the  contract  price  for  the  hull  and  spars  of  the  said  schooner  was  ."1,000  dollars.  The  cost 
of  rigging,  sails,  and  general  equipment,  exclusive  of  the  special  requirements  for  sealing  purposes,  was 
2,882  dol.  87  c,  and  the  cost  of  coppering  to  load-Hne  mark  was  1,020  dol.  7  c.,  making  a  total  cost  of 
the  "  Carlotta  <  r.  <  !ox,"  when  ready  for  her  sealing  outfit,  of  9,502  dol.  94  c. 

4.  The  said  schooner  carried  on  her  sealing  voyage  for  1892  six  boats,  which  cost  581  dollars,  nine 
shot-guns  (Parker's),  costing  617  dol.  50  c,  and  one  rifle  costing  18  dollars.  The  ammunition  put  en 
hoard  cost  406  dol.  Go  c,  and  the  provisions  2,579  dol.  1  e.  Insurance  for  the  voyage  cost  986  dol.  80  e. 
—a  total  for  these  items  of  5,188  dol.  94  c.  The  "  Carlotta  G  <  'ox  "  thus  cost,  when  ready  for  sea  on 
her  sealing  voyage  Cor  1892,  the  sum  of  14,091  dol.  88  c. 

5.  That  on  the  return  of  this  vessel  to  port  at  the  close  of  the  season  1892  there  was  paid  to  the 
crew  and  hunters — twenty-three  men  all  told — the  sum  of  14,814  dol.  13  c. 

6.  That  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1887  1  purchased  at  Halifax,  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the 
schooner  "  Sapphire,"  two  years  old,  and  108  tons  net,  now  registered  at  Victoria  aforesaid.  That 
appended  hereto,  marked  (A),  is  a  true  statement  of  the  cost  of  this  vessel  when  ready  for  sea  at 
Victoria,  and  also  of  the  expenditure  I'm- and  upon  her  first  sealing  voyage  in  18S9. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientious])' believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  JOHN  G.  COX 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Graham  Cox  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria.,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
24th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  Aethue  L.  Belyea,  Notary  Public. 

(Seal.) 


(A.) 
Cost  of  Schooner  "  Sapphire,"  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 


Cash  paid  at  HHlifax. .  ..  ..  .. 

Disbursements  at  Halifax 

Outfitting,  sails,  gear,  copper,  &c.,  at  Halifax — 
Stnces,  Son,  and  Co.  .. 

Provisions,  Muir  and  Co. 

Rio  de  Janeiro  disbursements  ..  .. 

San  Diego  disbursements  ..  ., 

Victoria,  British  Columbia — 

Including  crew's  wages     ..  ., 

Including  captain's  wages 
Insurance,  Halifax  to  Victoria,  3J  on  0,000  dollars 
Repairs — 

Cost  of  repairs  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia 

Less  received  from  Insurance  Company 

Loss       ..  .. 

Total  tost,  ready  for  sea        .. 


(Signed) 


Dol.     c. 

Dol. 

3,800 

380 

c. 
00 
49 

2,564  08 
451  73 

3,015 
111 
733 

81 
83 
98 

•• 

1,025 
925 
210 

99 
32 
00 

1,878  16 
1,318  89 

•  • 

559 

37 

•  • 

10,762 

69 

L) 

JOHN   G.    COX, 

[118] 
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s.  hooxeb  "  Sapphire,"  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  one  Season's  Disbursements. 

Wages  paid  Indians..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

,,  crew 

Insurance . . 

Port  expenses*  watchman,  &c. 

Labour 

Ship  chandlery 

Provisions, . 

Hardware,, 

Sundries    . .  . .  - .  . . 

(Inns 

Ammunition  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  > . 

Towage     . .  . .  * .  > •  • • 

Freight      .. 

Sailmakeis 

Shipwrights 

Slop  account,  clothes,  boots.  \c. 

Lumber     .,  ..  . .  . .  . . 

boats 

Total  expenditure  ..  ••  .. 

(Signed) 

This  is  tin-  statement  marked  (A)  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  John  Graham  Cox,  declared 
before  me  this  24th  day  of  December,  a.d.  1892. 

(Signed)  A.  L.  BELYEA,  Notary  Pullie. 


Dol. 

c. 

Dol.  c. 

13,696 

20 

3,666 

87 

1,393 

41 

■.'in 

85 

224 

25 

1,583 

28 

2,132 

62 

124 

12 

313 

33 

114 

75 

112 

47 

118 

50 

214 

42 

<;;.i 

112 

211 

00 

C23 

45 

39 

45 

80 

00 

25.542  99 

,  . 

■d) 

JOHN  <;. 

cox. 

Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  William  Tnrpel,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  ship-builder, 
do  solemnly  declare  : — 

1.  That  I  have  been  in  the  business  of  ship-building  for  fourteen  years  at  the  city  of  Victoria, 
British  Columbia. 

2.  That  during  the  List  ten  years  I  have  been  almost  wholly  engaged  in  repairing,  rebuilding,  and 
building  sealing-schooners  belonging  to  the  Victoria  fleet.  The  first  sealer  I  built  was  the  "May 
Belle,"  58  tons  register.  I  launched  the  "May  Belle"  from  my  yard  in  March  1891.  I  built 
the  hull  and  furnished  spars,  rigging,  and  sails  for  7,000  dollars.  1  lost  money  on  her,  about  600 
dollars,  on  my  contract  to  build  her. 

.'!.  That  in  the  year  1891  I  built  for  myself  the  sealer  "  Sadie  Turpel,"  56  tons  register.  The 
"  Sadie  Turpel"  cost,  when  ready  to  receive  her  scaling  outfit,  the  sum  of  10,500  dollars.  The  "  Sadie 
Tui  pel  "  cost  a  trifle  more  than  other  vesselsl  have  built  of  the  same  tonnage,  for  the  reason  that  she  is 
a  stronger  built  vessel,  and  nothing  but  first-class  material  went  into  her  construction. 

4.  The  sealing  outfit  of  the  "  Sadie  Turpel"  for  1892  cost  a  little  over  4,000  dollars,  and  the  wages 
of  crew  and  hunters'  share,  4,558  dol.  08  c.  Other  charges  and  supplies  brought  the  cost  of  the 
voyage  up  to  X,7.S2  dol.  87  c. 

5.  That  during  the  last  ten  years  I  have  not  known  any  sealing-vessels,  except  one  or  two,  as 
hereafter  stated,  to  engage  in  any  other  kind  of  business  or  trade  than  sealing.  In  fact,  there  is 
nothing  else  for  them  to  do.  and  without  the  sealing  the  fleet  would  lie  mostly  useless  and  valueless. 
The  sealers  I  have  known  to  engage  in  other  work  than  sealing  are  the  "  .Mischief,"  a  small  steam- 
schooner,  this  year  engaged  in  halibut  fishing  as  an  experiment,  and  a  trip  the  "C.  H.  Tupper"  made 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands  with  "a  submarine  cable  outfit.  The  whole  fleet  remains  in  Victoria  Harbour 
from  the  close  of  one  sealing  season  to  the  opening  of  the  next. 

(i.  That  no  vessel  suitable  for  the  North  Pacific  sealing  business,  of  good  average  strength  and 
workimwiship,  can  he  built  at  Victoria  or  any  other  place  in  British  Columbia  for  less  than  150  dollars 
pel  ton.  Wages  are  fully  three  times  as  high  as  in  eastern  ship-yards,  and  all  kinds  of  materials  cost 
from  two  to  three  tone-;  as  much  as  in  the  east.  But  for  the  great  cost  and  risk  of  bringing  vessels 
from  the  east  around  Cape  Horn  to  Victoria,  we  could  not  at  all  compete  with  eastern-built  vessels  in 
the  sealing  business. 

7.  That  I  have  repaired  on  arrival  here  nearly  all  the  eastern  schooners  brought  here  for  sealing, 
and  have  a  good  knowledge  of  what  they  are  worth  in  this  market  on  arrival  here.  The  average 
eastern  schooner  at  Victoria  is  worth  about  10  dollars  per  ton  less  than  the  same  class  of  vessel  built 
ai  Victoria  is. 

8.  That  the  class  of  vessels  used  for  sealing  has  been  improving  every  year  of  the  last  ten  years, 
and  is  still  improving.  To  have  first-class  vessels,  with  first-class  outfits,  is  now  the  aim  of  all  sealing 
men. 

And  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  "The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  WM.  TUPPEL. 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  William  Turpel  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  commis- 
sioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  cit\  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  this 
2;Jrd  day  of  December,  A.D.  1892. 

(Signed)  .U-turn  1..   Belyea, 

.1  Notary  Public  in  and/or  the  Province  of 

J:  itish  ( 'olumbia. 
(Seal.) 
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Canada,  Province  of  British  Columbia,  City  of  Victoria. 

I,  Thomas  Harrold,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  master  mariner 
and  ship-owner,  do  solemnly  declare : — 

1.  That  1  am  the  owner  of  the  sealing-schooner  "Aurora,"  41  tons,  registered  at  the  port  of 
Victoria  aforesaid. 

2.  That  I  and  another  man  named  Adolph  Wassburg  built  the  "Aurora"  in  1887  and  188s  at 
Plumper's  Pass,  in  British  Columbia.  She  cost  us  when  completed  6,000  dollars — a  few  dollars  more 
or  less.  She  is  built  of  Oregon  pine,  galvanized  iron  fastenings,  but  not  coppered.  I  have  kept  the 
"  Aurora  "  in  good  repair,  and  expended  considerable  money  in  strengthening  and  improving  both  hull 
and  equipment. 

:!.  That  I  have  never  used  her  for  any  purpose  except  fur-seal  hunting,  for  the  reason  there  is 
nothing  else  on  this  coast  for  vessels  of  her  size  and  class  to  do.  Except  for  sealing  the  "  Aurora," 
like  the  rest  of  the  fleet  of  sealers,  is  next  to  worthless. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
"I      The  Act  respecting  Extra-Judicial  Oaths." 

(Signed)  THOMAS  HAPEOLK 

Subscribed  and  declared  by  the  said  Thomas  Harrold  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  duly  com- 
missioned, and  residing  and  practising  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia, 
this  23rd  day  of  December,  AD.  1892. 

(Signed)  Arthur  L.  Belyea, 

A  Notary  Public  in.  run/  for  the  Province  of 

British  Columbia. 
( Seal.) 
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VII. — Declarations  by  Members  of  the  Fur  Trade. 


No.  1. 
Declaration  of  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Toland. 

I,  RICHAED  HKXI;Y  POLAND,  of  No.  110,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur 
merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  was  formerly  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  P.  P.  Poland  and  Son,  of  110,  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  aforesaid,  which  has  been  established  since  1784.  I  have  lately  retired  from  business  ;  prior  to 
my  retirement  I  had  been  engaged  in  business  for  fifty-four  years. 

-.  My  house  in  the  course  of  their  business  have  dealt  in  very  large  quantities  of  seal-skins,  and 
I  am,  therefore,  1  may  say.  very  familiar  with  these  skins.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  seal-skins 
dealt  with  in  the  London  market,  viz.,  Alaskan  skins.  Copper  Island  skins,  and  what  is  known  as  the 
north-west  catch. 

'■'>.  As  regards  the  difference  between  Copper  and  Alaskan  skins,  I  have  always  considered  that 
the  chief  difference  was  that  Alaskan  fur  was  a  better  quality,  that  is  to  say.  denser  than  the  fur  of 
the  Copper  [sland  seals.  Tins  is  the  difference  which  makes  the  Alaskan  skins  fetch  more  in  the 
market  than  Copper  skins.  The  difference  in  price  is  also,  I  think,  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
people  responsible  for  slaughtering  the  animals  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  are  more  successful  and  skilled 
in  flaying,  curing,  and  selecting  than  the  Copper  Island  people. 

4.  There  are  also  other  differences  between  the  Coppers  and  Alaskans,  viz.,  the  difference  in 
colour  of  fur,  the  fur  of  the  Coppers  being  on  the  whole  of  a  more  bronzey-yellow  colour  than  the 
Alaskan. 

5.  Any  other  differences  besides  those  I  have  mentioned,  such  as  length  of  the  fur  and  shape  of 
the  skni,  are  very  trivial,  and  hardly  noticeable.  In  fact,  I  do  not  consider  there  is  any  difference  in 
point  of  shape  at  all. 

6.  In  inspecting  tin-  shipments  made  through  Messrs.  Lampson  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands.  I  have 
from  time  to  time  noticed  the  presence  amongst  them  of  skins  which  were  un distinguishable  from 
Copper  Island  skins,  and  also  in  the  same  way  1  have  noticed  amongst  Copper  Island  consignments 
skins  which  arc  evidently  of  the  Alaskan  description.  I  have  also  noticed  skins  in  both  classes  which 
in  a  lesser  degree  resemble  the  other  class. 

7.  I  have  never  considered  at  all  the  question  of  what  regulations  are  necessary.  I  have  not 
sufficient  information  to  enable  me  to  form  any  judgment  on  the  subject,  but  1  should  not  approve  of 
any  regulations  which  would  totally  put  an  end  to  the  north-west  catch.  This  would,  in  fail,  lie 
creatine;  a  monopoly  in  the  lessees  of  the  islands,  and  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  injurious  to  the  fur 
trade  business.  The  natural  tendency  of  all  monopolists  is  to  lessen  the  output,  and  so  raise  the 
price  in  the  market. 

(Signed)  P.  H.  POLAND. 

Declared  by  the  within-named   Richard  Henry  Poland,  at  No.  110,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  in  the 
City  of  London',  this  29th  day  cf  November.  1892. 
Before  me: 
(Signed)  Henry  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  2. 

'Examination  of  IAon  Bivillon,  on  his  Deposition  sworn  on  the  2&th  June,  1892,  and  appearing  >ii  p.  589, 

United  States'  Case,  Appendix,  vol.  ii 

1.  Q.  I  desire  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Revillon,  for  an  explanation  of  certain  points  which  arise  on  your 
deposition  made  in  dune  last,  Have  you  any  objection  to  my  doing  so  ? — A.  Certainly  not ;  I  have 
no  interest  or  bias  either  way,  and  1  desire  to  put  at  the  disposal  of  both  parties  any  information  I  have. 

2.  Q.  The  first  point  on  which  [desire  an  explanation  is  as  to  the  statement  in  your  deposition 
iliai  -you  have  often  heard,  and  from  different  sources,  thai  bhe  majority  of  the  north-west  skins  are 
the  skins  of  the  female  seal."  Asa  matter  of  fact,  Mi.  Revillon,  have  you.  in  the  course  of  your 
business,  to  consider  the  question  of  sex  at  all? — A.  No;  we  never  buyorsell  by  sex.  It  is  never 
mentioned  in  am' sale  catalogue.  We  buy  in  lots,  which  are  made  up  according  to  sizes,  such  as 
middlings  and  smalls,  large  pups,  small  pups,  &c. 

3.  Q.   Any  oi  these  lots,  then,  may  contain  both  male  and  female  skins  ? — A.  Yes. 

4.  Q.  The  question  of  sex.  therefore,  is  not  an  element  which  you  consider  in  the  price,  and  is  one 
which  you  never  have  to  consider? — A.  That  is  so. 

5.  Q.  The  next  point,  .Mi.  Revillon,  is  as  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  deposition,  of  which  the 
marginal  note  reads :  "  If  pelagic  sealing  is  not  stopped  Alaska  fur-seals  will  disappear."  Does  that 
marginal  note  fairly  represent  what  you  meant  to  convey7 — A.  No.Ido  not  think  it  does.  1  did 
not  intend  to  convey  that  \  was  in  favour  of  any  particular  way  of  regulating  the  question.  All  that  I 
meant  to  say  was,  that  if  what  I  In  aid  was  true  1  thought  some  sort  of  Regulation  was  n  icessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  seals. 
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6.  Would  not  the  total  suppression  of  all  the  pelagic  sealing  have  the  effect  of  giving  the  Company 
leasing  the  islands  an  absolute  monopoly  of  the  business  in  this  class  of  seals  ? — A.  This  might  be  so 
I  do  not  know. 

7.  Q.  Well,  assuming  that  that  would  be  so,  do  you  think  it  would  be  a  result  that  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  fur-seal  business  ? — A.  It  depends  how  the  monopoly  is  managed,  but  speaking  gene- 
rally, I  am  against  monopolies,  and  in  favour  cf  a  free  market  I  think  monopolies  injure  the  progress 
of  business. 


We,  Leon  Revillon,  of  No.  135,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  in  the  I  'ity  of  London,  and  of  No.  79,Ruede 
Rivoli,  in  the  City  of  Paris,  and  Charles  Russell,  of  No  37,  Norfolk  Street,  in  the  County  of  London, 
Solicitor,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

Tire  above  is  a  correct  report  of  the  interrogatories  addressed  by  the  said  Charles  Russell  to  the 
said  Leon  lli'villon,  and  of  the  answer  of  the  said  Leon  Revillon  to  such  interrogatories. 

And  I,  the  said  Leon  Revillon,  for  myself,  say  that  I  am  the  same  person  as  Leon  Revillon  a  copy 
of  whose  deposition  made  on  the  26th  June,  1892,  appears  at  p.  589  Appendix  of  United  States'  Case, 
vol.  ii;  and  I  further  say  that  the  statements  contained  in  my  answers  to  the  above  interrogatories  are 
true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information,  and  belief. 

And  we,  the  sail  Leon  Revillon  and  Charles  Russell,  make  this  declaration,  conscientiously 
believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  "  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act  1835." 

(Signed)  LEON  REVILLON. 

CHARLES  RUSSELL. 

Declared  by  both  the  above-named  declarants  at  De  Keyser's  Royal  Hotel,  in  the  City  of  London, 
this  24th  day  of  November,  1892. 
Before  me: 
(Signed)  Henry  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths, 


No.  3. 

Declaration  of  M.  Lion  Ee'villon. 


JE,  soussigne,  Leon  Revillon,  negociant  en  fourrures,  demeurant  &  No.  77,  Rue  de  Rivoli,  Paris, 
declare  solennellement  et  sincerement  ce  qui  suit: — 

1.  C'est  moi,  le  susdit  Leon  Revillon,  qui  ai  signe"  la  declaration  portant  la  date  du  26  Juin,  1892, 
mentionnee  dans  le  compte  rendu  de,  cette  affaire  aux  pages  589  et  suivantes  du  livre  intitule, 
"  Appendix  to  the  Case  of  the  United  States,"  vol.  ii. 

2.  En  ce  qui  conccri  e  la  difference  entreles  peaux  de  phoques  ou  loutres  dites  "  Coppers,"  et  celles 
dites  "  d'Alaska  "  j'ai  toujours  etc  d'avis  que  la  difference  principale  consistait  en  ceci,  que  la  fourrure  dite 
"  d'Alaska "  eta  it  d'une  qualite"  superieure,  e'est-a-dire,  plus  epaisse  que  celle  des  phoques  dite  de 
"Copper."  C'est  a  cause  de  cette  difference  que  les  peaux  dites  "d'Alaska"  se  vendent  plus  cher  sur 
le  marche  que  celles  dites  de  "  Copper."  Cette  difference  de  prix  est  aussi  inrlueneee.  je  crois,  par  le 
fait  que  ceux  qui  font  abattre  les  animaux  aux  lies  Pribyloff  ont  plus  de  sucees  et  d'habilite  dans  le 
depouillenient,  la  salaisou,  et  le  choix  des  animaux  que  leurs  confreres  de"  Copper  Island."  Ilya 
aussi  d'autres  differences  entre  les  "  Copper  "  et  les  "  Alaska,"  savoir,  la  difference  de  couleur  de  la 
fourrure,  celle  des  "  Coppers  "  etant  generalement  d'une  couleur  un  peu  plus  bronze-jaunatre  que  les 
"  Alaska." 

3.  Toutes  autres  differences  que  celles  indiquees  ci-dessus,  telles  que  la  longueur  de  la  fourrure  et 
la  forme  des  peaux  sont  tres  insignifiantes,  et  a  peine  a  remarquer.  En  effet,  je  ne  suis  pas  d'avis  qu'il 
y  ait  une  difference  de  forme  appreciable. 

4.  En  examinant  les  peaux  envoyees  des  Ties  Pribyloff  par  l'intermediaire  de  MM.  Lampson  de 
Londres,  j'ai  remarque  de  temps  a  autre  qu'il  se  trouvait  parmi  elles  des  peaux  qu'on  ne  pouvait  pas 
distinguer  de  celles  venant  de  "  Copper  Island,"  et  j'ai  egalement  observe  dans  les  envois  provenant  de 

'Copper  Island"  des  peaux  qui  sont  en  toute  apparence  de  la  description  de  celles  dites  "  d'Alaska." 
J'ai  remarque  aussi  que  dans  chaque  classe  des  peaux  il  y  en  avaient  qui  ressemblaient  dans  un 
moindre  degre1  a  l'autre  classe. 

(Signe)  LEON  REVILLON. 

Signe*  et  declare  par-devant  moi,  a  Paris,  le  28  Decembre,  1892. 
(Sign^)  G.  Austin  Taylor, 

Pro-Consul  Britannique. 
(Cachet.) 


No.  4. 
Declaration  of  M.  Stanislas  Revillon. 


JE,  soussigne^  Stanislas  Revillon,  etabli  fabricant  de  fourrures  a  Paris,  89,  Rue  des  Petits-Champs, 
depuis  1857,  expert  pres  des  Douanes  Francaises  depuis  de  longues  annees,  et  visitant  assidument  les 
marches  de  Londres  et  les  foires  Russes  et  Asiatiques,  declare  avoir  remarque  dans  les  lots  de  loutres 
(en  Anglais  "  fur-seals")  exposes  et  vendus  sur  le  marche  Anglais,  que  tr6s  souvent  parmi  les  diverses 
especes,  soit  de  "  Copper  Island  "  ou  "  d'Alaska,"  il  y  avaient  des  types  qui  differaient  de  la  sorte 
annoncee. 

| 118 J  3  O 
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<  <  .!.   dii    "  ace  doit  provenir  des  melanges  produits  par  les  migrations  de  ces  animaux  d'un  point 
a  1'au  tie. 

!   i  resume,  je  crois  que  les  phoques  ou  loutres  sont  comme  bien  d'autres  especes  d'animaux  qui 
emigrenl  parfois,  soil  pour  leur  nourriture  ou  pour  Unite  autre  cause  que  j'ignore. 

(Siguej  S.  REVILLON. 

Iar6  a  Paris,  ce  28  Decembre,  1892. 
Par-devant  moi : 
(Signd)  G.  Austin  Taylor, 

Pro-Consul  Britannique. 
(Cachet.) 


No.  5. 
Declaration  of  Mr.  William  Henry  Smith. 


I,  WILLIAM  HENRY  SMITH,  of  No.  10,  Watling  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm,  of  George  Smith  and  Suns,  wholesale  furriers.  The  firm  has  heen 
in  existence  fur  ninety-two  years,  and  I  have  heen  a  partner  of  the  firm  for  upwards  of  thirty-five 
years.  My  firm,  as  wholesale  furriers,  buy  every  year  a  large  number  of  seal-skins.  We  purchase 
them  in  the  raw  state  in  which  they  came  from  the  place  where  they  are  caught.  We  have  tnom 
dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London  dresser,  and  we  then  convert  them  iuto  articles  for  sale  to  the 
public.  Having  been  engaged  in  this  business  fur  the  number  of  years  above  mentioned,  I  am  familiar 
with  the  different  kinds  of  seal-skins  sold.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  skins — Alaskas,  Coppers, 
and  north-west  catch.  The  difference  between  the  Coppers  and  Alaska  skins,  in  my  opinion,  lies 
mainly  in  the  length  and  quality  of  the  fur,  the  Alaska  fur  being  somewhat  longer  and  somewhat 
denser  than  the  Coppers.  The  sizes  of  the  Alaska  seals,  in  my  opinion,  run  a  little  larger  than  the 
Copper.  Other  differences,  if  any,  such  as  colour  and  shape,  are  trivial,  and,  in  fact,  I  have  not 
observed  them. 

2.  As  regards  the  sex  of  the  seal,  I  have  never  considered  this  matter  at  all,  and  I  could  not  give 
any  estimate  as  to  the  proportion  of  females  and  males  in  the  north-west  catch.  The  question  of  sex 
does  not  enter  into  business  calculations  in  any  way.  We  buy  uecording  to  the  usual  sizes  given  in 
the  catalogue,  and  commonly  known  as  "middlings"  and  "  smalls."  "  large  pups,"  "  small  pups,"  &c. 

3.  I  am  of  opinion,  if  the  reports  I  hear  and  read  are  correct,  that  some  regulations  are  necessary 
for  preserving  the  seals.  What  those  regulations  should  be  f  have  no:  got  sufficient  information  to 
justify  me  in  giving  any  opinion.  I  should  not,  however,  be  in  favour  of  any  regulations  which  would 
altogether  put  an  end  to  the  north-west  catch,  and  which  would  confine  the  taking  of  seals  to  the 
islands  owned  by  the  Companies,  as  this,  it  seems  to  me,  would  place  the  control  of  the  fur  seal  trade 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  those  Companies.  I  think  that  the  existence  of  a  monopoly  such  as  would 
thus  he  created  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  fur-seal  trade. 

And  1  make  this  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  HENRY  SMITH 

Declared  by  the  above-mentioned  William  Henry  Smith  at  the  Foreign  Office,  London,  this 
26th  day  of  Noveu, her,  1S'J2. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  HENKY   T».   PRIEST, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  6. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Henry  Moxon,  of  the  Firm  of  Culverwell,  Brooks,  and  Co.,  oi>  his  Deposition  sirorn 
in  June  1802  for  the  United  States,  but   which  has  not  been  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the  United 

States'  Case. 

ii.  T  believe,  Mr.  Moxon,  that  you  made  a  deposition  at  the  request  of  the  gentlemen  representing 
the  United  Suites  in  June  last  ', — A.   Yes;   1  did. 

Q.  Is  this  a  copy  of  the  Declaration  you  then  made? — A.  It  is. 
Q.  Will  you  please  sign  it  fur  the  purposes  of # identification  ? 

(Mr.  Moxon  signed  the  document.) 

Q.  Who  supplied  you  with  that  copy  ?— A.  The  gentleman  who  took  my  deposition.  I  forget  his 
name. 

i.j.  You  are  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Culverwell,  Brooks,  and  Co?— J.  Yes;  I  am. 

Q.  That  firm  has  been  established  upwards  of  seventy  years? — A.  Yes. 

ij.  They  are  brokers  in  hides,  furs,  and  skins  of  various  sorts  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.   How  long  have  you  been  personally  in  business  '—.I.  About  thirty-three  years. 

Q.  How  long  has  your  firm  heen  connected  particularly  with  the  seal-skin  business? — A.  More  or 
less,  of  '"i:  <  ,  since  its  establishment,  but  particularly  in  the  case  of  north-west  seals  during  the  last 
eight  years. 

V-  That  would  be   from  about  1SS4.     You  do  not  do  any  business  in  Commander  Islands  or 
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Pribyloff  skins  ? — A.  No,  except  that  I  sold  the  whole  of  the  island  catch  of  1870  for  Messrs.  Roths- 
child, to  whom  it  was  consigned. 

Q.   Four  business  is  now  entirely  confined  to  what  is  called  the  north-west  catch  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  the  north-west  catch  first  assume  any  important  dimensions  \—A.  In  1886. 

Q.  Will  you  explain  to  me,  please,  what,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  cause  of  the  sudden  growth  of 
this  catch  ' — J.  Mainly  the  opening  of  the  London  market  by  the  facility  fur  transit  of  the'goods  by 
tie  Canadian  Pacific. 

Q.  How  did  the  opening  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  ^pen  the  London  market? — A.  It  enabled  them 
to  consign  the  catches  to  brokers  direct  lor  sale  instead  of,  as  they  were  formerly  compelled  to  do,  sell 
on  the  spot  to  dealers  who  of  course  only  gave  ruinous  prices,  which  did  not  yield  a  large  enough  profit 
to  encourage  pelagic  sealing. 

Q.  Then  since  1886  it  has  been  the  habit  of  the  majority  of  schooner  owners  to  consign  direct  to  a 
London  broker  ? — A.  The  majority,  yes. 

Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  brokers  to  whom  they  chiefly  consign  ? — A.  My  firm  have  had 
the  bulk-  of  the  consignments.  Messrs.  Lampson  have  also  had  a  certain  proportion,  but  Messrs. 
Lampson's  consignments  are  not  from  the  sealers  direct,  but  from  dealers  who  have  bought  them  on 
the  spot  from  the  schooners. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  to  consider  the  proportion  of  females  in  the  north-west  catch  ? — A.  Not 
until  this  question  arose,  because  prior  to  that  no  distinction  was  ever  made,  either  in  buying  skins  or 
in  selling  them.     They  are  simply  soiled  in  quality  and  size,  and  not  for  the  question  of  sex. 

Q  Have  you,  with  the  view  to  informing  yourself  on  the  question,  lately  examined  any  consign- 
ments of  north-west  seal-skins? — A.  Yes,  last  week;  I  went  carefully  through  a  parcel  of  2,000,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  percentage  of  females  did  not  exceed  75  per  cent,  at  the  most. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  , had  to  consider  the' question  of  what  regulations  would  be  advisable? — 
A.  Yes;  I  have  considered  the  matter  a  good  deal,  and  recently  this  year  on  visiting  the  Columbian 
coast  I  made  special  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  the  conclusion  I  have  arrived  at  is  "that  seal  killing 
on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  should  be  absolutely  stopped,  and  sealing  confined  to  the  sea. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  reasons  why  you  come  to  that  conclusion  ? — A.  I  think  that  the  seals  on 
their  breeding  grounds  should  lie  undisturbed,  and  that  the  grounds  themselves  should  be  protected 
from  disturbance  of  any  kind  either  on  shore,  or  by  raiding.  The  one  thing  essential  is  to  have  an 
absolutely  quiet  and  isolated  breeding  ground. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  it  alleged  that  pelagic  sealing  is  a  wasteful  method  because  of  the  number 
of  seals  that  are  wounded  and  sink  before  they  can  be  picked  up  > — A.  I  have  heard  that  reported,  but 
the  result  of  my  conversation  with  a  large  number  of  old  sealers  and  experienced  men  in  Victoria  is 
quite  contrary,  and  I  am  convinced  that  not  more  than  one  in  seven  is  lost.  Certainly,  a  skilled 
hunter  would  not  lose  more. 

Q.  You  have  also  no  doubt  heard,  Mr.  Moxon,  that  pelagic  sealing  is  alleged  to  be  a  wasteful 
method,  on  the  ground  that  a  great  number  of  gravid  females  are  killed  ? — A.  Yes,  I  have.  Any 
regulation  which  would  stop  this  would  have  my  approval,  provided  there  was  a  corresponding 
regulation  to  limit  the  excessive  killing  of  males  on  the  islands.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  number 
of  gravid  females  killed  is  grossly  exaggerated.  In  the  fall-catch,  that  is,  the  catch  in  July  to  August, 
1  have  examined  the  skins,  and  am  prepared  to  say  there  are  none  at  all.  As  regards  the  spring  catch, 
the  percentage  given  includes  female  pups  too  young  to  bear. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  whole  year's  catch  does  the  fall-catch  represent ? — A.  About 
one-half. 

Q  As  regards  the  trade  generally,  Mr.  Moxon,  do  you  think  they  would  view  with  approval  the 
total  suppression  of  pelagic  sealing  ? — A.  Certainly  not. 

Q.  Why  would  they  not  ? — A.  Because  by  that  means  a  complete  monopoly  in  the  article  would 
be  established. 

Q.  What  are  the  objections  to  such  a  monopoly  ? — A.  That  the  Company  would  then  have  the 
sole  control  of  the  supply  of  these  seals  to  the  world,  and  could  force  up  and  maintain  prices  to  any 
level  they  wished  by  regulating  the  supply  to  suit  themselves. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  an  instance  of  the  prices  being  raised  in  this  way  ? — A.  There  is  an 
example  in  1 883  before  pelagic  sealing  was  an  important  factor.  Messrs.  Lampson,  on  the  Catalogue 
of  March  188:-),  placed  a  notice  in  red  ink  to  the  effect  that  catch  would  in  the  coming  season  be 
reduced  by  40,000  skins  ;  prices,  of  course,  thereupon  promptly  rose,  and  also  one  can  see  what  can  be 
done  in  this  direction  by  comparing  the  prices  in  1880,  when  the  supply  was  100,000,  viz.,  67s.  per 
skin,  and  1890  when  there  were  only  20,000,  and  the  price  went  up  to  146*.  per  skin. 

Q.  In  whose  hands  is  the  sale  and  disposal  of  the  Pribyloff  and  Copper  Island  catches  in  this 
country  ? — A.  Entirely  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Lampson.  They  have  the  monopoly  of  it  and  not  only 
the  sale  and  disposal  of  them,  but  also  practically  the  dressing  and  dyeing  carried  on  by  Messrs. 
Martin  and  Co. 

Q.  Are  Messrs.  Martin  and  Co.  any  connections  of  Messrs.  Lampson  and  Co.? — A.  Yes;  Messrs. 
Martin  ami  Co.  were  established  in  business  by  Messrs.  Lampson's  capital.  Mr.  Tiechman,  now  a 
partner  in  Lampson's,  was  formerly  a  partner  in  Martin's,  and  in  point  of  fact  Messrs.  Lampson  now 
make  no  secret  of  the  connection,  and  in  their  conditions  of  sale  they  state  as  follows: — 

"That  CM.  Lampson  and  Co.,  being  partners  in  the  firm  of  C.W.Martin  and  Sons,  agree  to 
consider  any  skins  placed  in  the  hands  of  that  firm  for  manufacturing  purposes  ae  being  still  in  their 
own  custody,  on  condition,  however,  that  the  skins  shall  not  be  drawn  away  from  the  Cold  Store 
to  tin-  Alaska  factory  until  Messrs.  C.W.Martin  and  Sons  are  ready  to  commence .  manufacturing 
them." 

Q.  Do  they  in  any  way  compel  purchasers,  then,  to  send  their  skins  to  Martin's  ] — A.  Practically 
they  do  ;  that  is,  they  offer  special  inducements,  as  you  see,  to  people  to  do  so ;  and  they  often  sell  lots 
subject  to  being  dressed  by  Martin's. 
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Q.  They  appi  efore  to  have  a  con  hold  over  the  market? — A.  They  have ;  hut,  of 

course,  the  north-\y<    I   catch   ki  the  balance  somewhat,  and  that  is  why  I  think  the  trade  would 

seriously  object  to  its  disappearance. 


We,  Henry  Moxon,  of  No.  27.  St.  Mary  Axe.  in  the  City  of  London,  and  Charles  Russell,  of  No.  37. 
Norfolk  Street,  in  the  county  of  London,  Solicitor,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

The  above  is  a  eorrecl  report  of  the  interrogatories  addressed  by  the  said  Charles  Russell  to  the 
said  Henry  Mbxon,  and  of  the  answers  of  the  said  Henry  Moxon  to  such  interrogatories. 

Ami  I.  the  said  Henry  Moxon,  fur  myself,  say,  that  I  am  the  same  person  as  Henry  Moxon  who 
made  a  deposition  in  June  1892  for  the  United  States,  but  which  has  not  heen  printed  in  the  Appendix 
to  tli.'  United  States'  <  lase.a  copy  whereof,  supplied  me  by  the  United  States'  Agent,  is  now  produced  as 
an  Exhibit,  marked  (A).  And  I  further  say  that  the  statements  contained  in  my  answers  to  the  above 
interrogatories  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information,  and  belief. 

Ai\ii  we,  the  said  Henry  Moxon  and  Charles  Russell,  make  this  declaration  conscientiously 
believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  "The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  183:»." 

(Signed;  H.  MOXON. 

Declared  by  the  above-named  Henry  Moxon,  at  No.  27,  St.  Mary  Axe,  in  the  City  of  London  this 
30th  day  of  November,  1892. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Henry  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 

(Signed)  C.  RUSSELL. 

Declared  by  the  above-named  Charles  Russell,  at  the  Foreign  Office,  London,  this  30th  day  of 
November,  1892. 

Before  me : 
(Signed)  Henry  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


Deposition  of  Mr.  Henri/  Macon. 

MR.  HENRY  MOXON,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say: — 

That  he  is  51  years  of  age,  and  a  subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty.  That  he  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Culverwell,  Brooks,  and  Co.,  which  has  been  established  upwards  of  seventy  years  in 
business  as  brokers  in  hides,  furs,  and  skins  of  various  kinds,  and  is  still  engaged  in  the  transaction  of 
same  business. 

That  deponent  has  been  engaged  in  that  business  personally  thirty-two  years,  and  during  the 
whole  of  that  period  has  been  in  the  habit,  of  dealing  in  skins  of  the  fur-seals  as  broker.  That  by 
reason  of  that  fact,  he  has  a  general  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  business  and  character  of  the 
skins  coming  to  market. 

That  for  many  years  last  past  it  is  a  fact  that  skins  of  the  fur-seal  coming  to  the  London  market 
have  been  described  under  the  following  main  heads: — 

Firstly.  What  is  known  as  the  Alaska  catch,  which  deponent  understands  are  the  skins  of  seals 
caught  on  the  Prihylofi   Islands  in  the  Behring  Sea. 

The  Copper  Island  skins,  as  deponent  understands,  are  the  skins  of  seals  killed  upon  the  Russian 
island;. 

What  are  called  the  north-west  cavdi  are  the  skius  of  seals  killed,  for  the  most  part  in  the  open 
Northern  Pacific,  including  the  Behring  Sea. 

Tkatthere  are  also  a  small  number  of  skins  coming  from  southern  waters  which  are  described  as 
Lobos  Island  skins,  Shetland  Island  skins.  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Australian  skins.  That,  however, 
the  principal  sources  of  supply  are  the  first  three  classes  above  mentioned. 

That  the  skins  of  these  three  several  classes  are  distinguished  from  each  other  in  the  trade,  are  of 
different  values,  and  command  different  prices  in  the  market. 

That  deponent,  by  reason  of  his  personal  handling  of  the  skins  and  knowledge  of  the  business, 
would  be  able  to  distinguish  the  skins  of  the  several  catches  from  each  other,  and  deponent  says  that 
the  skins  of  the  Copper  Island  catch  are  distinctly  of  a  different  character  from  the  s*ins  of  the 
Alaska  and  north-west  catches,  which  last  two  mentioned  are  of  the  same  general  character,  but  may 
be  again  distinguished  from  each  other  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  north-west  skins  are  pierced 
with  marks  of  the  spear  or  shot  holes,  and  are  also  prepared  with  less  care  than  the  Alaska  skins  by 
reason  of  the  fact,  as  deponent  understands,  of  their  being  flayed  and  cured  on  vessels  instead,  of,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Alaska  skins,  being  flayed  and  cured  on  the  islands,  where  naturally  greater 
facilities  exist  for  flaying  and  curing  than  upon  the  small  vessels  engaged  in  catching  the  north-west 
seal  - 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  his  business  it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  distinguish  the  sexes  of  the 
skins,  and  that,  in  his  judgment,  it  would  be  difficult  so  to  do  until  after  the  skins  come  from  the  hands 
of  the  dressers. 

That    last    year    nearly  the    whole  of    the    skins  of    the    north-west   catch  were    sold  through 

deponent's  firm,  being  consigned  to  his  said  firm  directly  by  the  owners  of  the  schooners  engaged  in 

from   Victoria.     The   total   number  <>!'   skins  of   the  last  year's   catch  so  consigned  to 

deponent's  firm,  and  sold  through  it,  is  about  50,000.     Last  year  was  the  largest  collection  of  skins 
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which  passed  through  the  hands  of  deponent's  firm,  but  prior  to  last  year  a  smaller  number  of  the 
north-west  skins  had  been  sold  through  his  firm.  t 

That  the  business  of  dealing  in  fur  seal-skin  has  become  an  important  and  well-established 
industry  in  the  City  of  London.  That  the  manner  in  which  the  business  is  done  is,  briefly,  as 
follows : — 

The  skins  are  consigned  to  deponent's  firm  and  others,  the  principal  of  which  is  the  firm  of 
( '.  M.  Larnpson  and  Co.,  and  are  catalogued  and  sold  at  two  principal  sales  in  each  year  in  the  months 
of  January  and  October,  and  practically  all  these  sales  are  attended  either  by  deponent's  firm  or  by 
the  firm  of  Goades,  Rigg,  and  i  !o. 

That  the  last-mentioned  firm  sell  all  the  skins  consigned  to  C.  M.  Larnpson  and  Co.  At  the  sale 
the  principal  firms  and  dealers  from  all  the  markets  of  the  world  are  present,  either  in  person  or  by 
their  agents;  sales  arc  made  to  them,  and  being  thus  purchased  the  skins  are  then  transferred  to 
dressers  and  dyers,  the  principal  of  whom  are  the  firms  of  C.  W.  Martin  and  Sons,  George  Eice,  and 
George  Smith. 

That  after  being  dressed  and  dyed,  the  skins  pass  into  the  hands  of  manufacturers  of  garments 
made  from  skins,  and  from  them  again  into  the  hands  of,  for  the  most  part,  dressers  and  retail 
merchants. 

(Signed)  H.  MOXON. 

This  is  tin-  Exhibit  marked  (A),  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Henry  Moxon,  declared  before 
me,  this  30th  day  of  November,  1892. 

(Signed)  Hexky  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  7. 

Declaration  of  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Ince. 

T,  THOMAS  HENEY  INCE,  of  No.  15G,  Oxford  Street,  in  the  county  of  London,  furrier, 
solemnTy  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  carry  on  business  under  the  name  of  James  Ince.  My  business,  which  I  inherited  from  my 
father,  James  Ince,  lias  been  established  upwards  of  eighty  years.  I  have  been  myself  in  the  business 
!'"i  forty  years.  I  am  a  wholesale  and  retail  furrier.  I  am  my  own  merchant,  and  I  do  quite  as  much 
wholesale  business  as  retail. 

2.  In  the  course  of  my  business  I  have  annually  to  purchase  a  considerable  number  of  seal-skins, 
amounting  on  an  average  about  2,000  a-year,  and  I  am  therefore  familiar  with  the  London  seal-skm 
market.  I  buy  the  skins  in  their  wet  or  salted  state.  I  then  have  them  dressed,  dyed,  and  finished, 
and  eventually  have  them  worked  up  in  my  own  workshops,  and  dispose  of  them  to  the  public  ami 
trade. 

3.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  skins  dealt  Avith  in  the  London  market,  viz.:  the  Copper  Island 
skins,  the  Pribyloff  Island  skins,  and  what  is  generally  called  the  north-west  catch. 

4.  The  differences  which  exist  between  the  Coppers  and  the  Alaskas  are,  in  my  opinion,  the 
following : — 

(«.)  There  is  a  slight  difference  in  the  colour,  but  what  that  difference  is  it  would  be  difficult 
precisely  to  define.     1  have  never  had  to  concern  myself  about  it  for  business  purposes. 

(b.)  The  hair  of  the  Copper  skin  is  somewliat  harder  and  more  difficult  to  remove.  The  dressers, 
however,  do  not  make  any  higher  charge  for  removing  it,  charging  the  same  for  all  three  sorts 
of  skins. 

(c.)  The  fur  of  the  Alaska  seal  is  of  better  quality,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  closer  than  the  Copper. 

(d.)  The  sizes  of  the  Alaska  skins,  in  my  opinion,  run  a  little  larger  than  the  Copper  skins.  This 
is  probably  due  to  the  flaying  and  selecting. 

The  above  differences  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  ones  whieh  exist  between  Copper  and  Alaska 
skins.     I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  any  difference  of  shape. 

The  differences  above  referred  to  vary  considerably  in  different  years,  and  in  the  trade  we  account 
for  these  differences  and  variations  by  the  fact  that  seals  on  the  Commander  Islands  are  killed  at 
different  and  varying  times  of  the  year  from  the  seals  on  the  Pribyloffs. 

5.  The  elements  whieh  influence  price  in  favour  of  Alaskas  is,  first  of  all,  that  they  run  larger.  In 
the  second  place,  there  often  remains  a  few  silver  hairs,  even  in  carefully  dressed  Coppers,  which  the 
machine  does  not  always  remove,  and  this  being  hard,  they  are  not  so  workable.  In  the  third  place, 
the  quality  of  the  Alaska  fur  is  better,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  closer ;  and,  fourthly,  the  Alaskas  are  better 
flayed  and  salted.  These  are  the  only  four  considerations  which,  in  my  opinion,  influence 
the  price. 

ij.  In  inspecting  parcels  of  skins  from  Pribyloff  Islands  sold  from  time  to  time  by  Messrs. 
Larnpson,  I  have  noticed  amongst  them  skins  of  seals  which  I  should  have  thought,  had  they  not  been 
there,  were  from  the  Commander  Island  skins,  and,  in  the  same  way,  in  inspecting  skins  of  Commander 
Island  seals,  I  have  noticed  amongst  them  skins  just  like  Alaskas,  and,  of  course,  in  each  class  1  have 
noted  skins  of  the  other  class,  but  of  a  less  marked  degree  of  similarity. 

7.  I  have  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  question  of  the  preservation  of  seal  life  and  regula- 
tions, and  although  I  have  not  got  definite  information  on  the  matter,  I  have  long  believed  that  some 
regulations  are  absolutely  necessary.  What  those  regulations  should  be  I  do  not  consider  myself  com- 
petent exactly  to  say,  but  I  would  not  approve  of  any  regulations  which  would  affect  the  north-west 
catch.  It  is  apparent  to  me  that  the  abolition  of  this  catch  would  leave  the  whole  of  the  business  in 
the  control  of  the  persons  owning  the  islands,  and  this,  to  my  mind,  would  be  injurious  to  the  fur  trade 
generally. 

[118|  3  V 
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And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  18a 

(Signed)  THOS.  H.  JNCE. 

Declared  at  the  Foreign  Office,  London,  this  3rd  day  of  December,  1892. 

"Walter  B.  Pkd 

A  Con  t  for  Oaths. 


No.  8. 
n  of  Mr.  6 


I,  SYDNEY  POLAND,  of  No.  170,  Oxford  Strei  i.  in  the  county  of  London,  furrier,  solemnly  and 

sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  carry  on  business  under  the  name  of  "Nicholayand  Son."  I  inherited  the  business  from  my 
father.  The  business  has  been  carried  on  for  upwards  of  a  century.  1  buy  the  skins  in  the  raw  state 
at  the  London  sales,  and  have  them  dyed  and  dressed,  and  then  manufactured  into  articles  in  my  work- 
shops for  sale  to  the  public.     I  have  had  twenty-four  years'  experience  in  the  busini  ss. 

2.  I  personally  attend  to  the  buying  of  the  seal-skins  requin  d  for  my  business,  and  I  am,  there- 
fore, familiar  with  the  London  seal-skin  market. 

3.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  seal-skins  sold  in  the  market,  viz.,  Coppers,  or  skins  coming 
from  the  Commander  islands;  Alaskas,  or  skins  coming  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands ;  and,  thirdly,  what 
are  known  as  the  north-west  catch. 

4.  As  regards  the  difference  between  Alaskas  and  Coppers,  in  my  opinion  they  are  cf  an 
exceedingly  trivial  nature,  and  consist  of  the  following: — 

(a.)  The  fur  of  the  Alaska  skins  is  a  closer,  denser,  and  harder  fur,  and  in  our  business  is  found  to 
wear  better  than  the  Coppers. 

(b.)  Alaska  skins  are,  in  my  opinion,  a  little  broader  than  the  Copper  Island  skins. 

5.  These  are  the  chief  differences.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  was  a  difference  in  colour,  but 
I  have  not  to  consider  this  in  my  business,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  have  really  not  noticed  it.  The 
differences  I  have  detailed  above  are  the  differences  which  make  the  difference  m  price. 

6.  In  examining  Alaska  consignments  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  sold  by  Messrs.  Lampson,  I  have 
noticed  among  these  skins  which,  in  my  opinii  n,  were  absolutely  undistinguishable  from  Copper  Island 
skins,  and  in  the  same  way  I  have  found  among  skins  consigned  from  the  Copper  Islands  skins  which 
were  undistinguishable  fri  m  Alaskas.  and  of  course  also  many  skins  in  each  class  which  in  a  less 
degree  resembled  the  other  class. 

7.  In  their  dressed  and  finished  condition  it  is  exceedingly  difficult,  and  to  my  mind  impossible, 
to  distinguish  an  Alaska  from  a  Copper,  and  I  assert  that  if  half-a-dozen  of  each  description 
manufactured  into  jackets  were  put  before  any  dealer,  however  experienced,  he  would  find  it  impossible 
to  tell  one  from  the  other. 

8.  I  have  never  considered  the  question  of  regulations  at  all.  but  I  should  not  like  to  see  any 
regulations  enforced  which  would  have  the  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  the  north-west  catch.  I  think 
if  there  are  any  regulations  at  all  they  should  be  all-round  regulations  applied  to  both  sets  of  islands 
as  well  as  the  north-west  catch.  I  think  that  at  the  present  moment  the  north-west  catch  helps  to 
balance  the  market,  and  if  it  were  put  an  end  to  it  would  create  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the 
owners  of  the  islands,  and  this,  I  think,  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  fur  trade  generally. 

9.  And  1  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  SYDNEY  POLAND. 

L>e#lared  at  No.  170,  Oxford  Street,  in  the  county  of  London,  this  5th  day  of  December,  1892. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  9. 

Declaration  of  Mr.  Francis  Arthur  Lansdeil. 


I,  FBAN(  IIS  A11THLP  LANSDELL,  of  No.  190,  Oxford  Street,  in  the  county  of  London,  furrier, 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  the  manager  of  the  firm  of  George  Poland  and  Son,  of  190,  Oxford  Street,  in  the  county 
of  London,  furriers.  This  business  has  been  established  over  a  century.  The  firm  buy  at  the  annual 
sales  in  London  such  seal-skins  as  they  require  for  their  business,  and  then  manufacture  them  into 
articles  which  are  disposed  of  to  the  public.  In  the  course  of  business  Messrs.  George  Poland  and  Son 
have  to  purchase  a  considerable  number  of  seal-skins  every  year.  I  purchase  on  their  behalf,  and  I 
am,  therefore,  familiar  with  the  London  seal-skin  market. 

2.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  seal-skins  sold  in  the  market,  viz.,  Copper  Island  skins, 
Pribyloff  Island  skins,  and  what  is  commonly  called  the  north-west  catch. 

3.  I  have  carefully  considered  the  question  of  what  differences  exist  between  Pribyloff  Island 
skins,  generally  known  as  Alaskas,  and  Commander  Island  skins,  generally  known  as  Coppers,  and  in 
my  opinion  the  differences  are  as  follows: — 
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(a.)  That  the  fur  of  Alaska  skins  is  closer  and  denser  than  the  fur  of  the  Commander  Islands 
skins. 

(6.)  The  sizes  of  the  Alaska  skins  run  somewhat  larger  than  Coppers. 

4.  The  above  two  differences  are  to  my  mind  the  only  differences  that  exist,  and  they  are  the 
differences  which  affect  the  commercial  price,  for  we  consider  in  the  trade  that  Alaskas  are  better  on 
account  of  the  greater  closeness  of  the  fur. 

5.  I  have  found  among  tlw.  Alaska  consignments  sold  by  Messrs.  Lampson  skins  which  it  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  distinguish  from  Copper  Island  skins  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  they  were  in 
the  Alaska  catalogue,  and  also  among  Copper  Island  consignments  I  have  found  in  the  same  way 
Alaskas. 

6.  I  have  often  considered  the  question  of  regulations,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  regulations 
should  be  introduced  for  the  preservation  of  seal  life,  and  for  the  regulation  of  the  north-west  catch, 
such  as  a  close  season,  or  some  such  arrangement,  if  satisfactory  and  efficient  regulations  of  this  nature 
should  be  introduced  which  would  carry  out  the  object  in  view.  I  should  not  be  in  favour  of  the 
suppression  of  the  north-west  catch,  as  the  result  of  this  must,  of  course,  be  to  create  a  monopoly  in  the 
lessees  of  the  islands,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  not  be  beneficial  to  our  business  generally,  or  which, 
as  a  business  man,  I  would  oppose. 

7.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  F.  A.  LANSDELL. 

Declared  at  No.  190,  Oxford  Street,  in  the  county  of  London,  this  5th  day  of  December,  1892. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  10. 
Declaration  of  Mr.-  Tom  Simpson  Jay. 


I,  TOM  SIMPSON  JAY,  of  Nos.  163,  165,  and  198,  Eegent  Street,  in  the  county  of  London, 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  carry  on  business,  and  have  done  for  the  last  twelve  years,  under  the  name  of  the 
International  Fur  Store.  My  business  consists  in  buying  the  skins  in  their  raw  salted  condition  at  the 
annual  sales  held  by  Mr.  Lampson  and  others  in  the  City,  and  when  these  skins  have  been  dyed  and 
dressed  I  have  them  worked  up  in  my  workshops  into  articles  which  are  disposed  of  in  due  course  to 
the  public.  I  personally  conduct  the  purchase  of  skins  needed  for  my  business,  and  I  am  therefore 
acquainted  with  the  seal-skin  market. 

2.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  skins  sold  in  the  London  market :  Commander  Island  skins, 
Pribyloff  Island  skins  (generally  known  as  Alaskas),  and  what  is  commonly  called  the  north-west 
catch. 

3.  Alaska  skins  are  undoubtedly  the  most  valuable,  and  fetch  the  highest  price.  In  my  opinion 
the  reason  of  Alaskas  fetching  a  higher  price  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  name  is  known  by  the 
public.  The  public  have  got  it  into  their  heads  that  Alaskas  are  the  best  description  of  seal-skin  furs. 
They  do  not  know  seal-skins  of  other  names.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  chief  cause  of  their 
commanding  a  better  price.  The  difference  of  price  is  also  to  some  extent  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  fur  of  the  Alaska  seals  is  on  the  average  of  better  quality.  By  better  quality  I  mean  that  the 
fur  is  denser  and  closer.  There  is  nothing  else  which  I  am  aware  of  to  make  the  Alaskas  more 
valuable  than  the  Coppers. 

4.  There  are  also  other  differences  which  exist,  but  which  to  my  mind  do  not  affect  the  price,  as, 
for  instance,  the  difference  of  colour,  the  Copper  skins  on  the  whole  presenting  a  slightly  more  tan-like 
appearance  than  the  Alaskas. 

5.  In  inspecting  consignments  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  sold  by  Messrs.  Lampson  I  have 
repeatedly  observed  amongst  them  skins  which  were  to  my  mind  undistinguishable  from  skins  from 
the  Copper  Islands ;  and  in  the  same  way,  in  inspecting  consignments  from  the  Copper  Islands,  I  have 
noticed  amongst  them  a  considerable  quantity  of  skins  which  I  could  not  have  distinguished  from 
Alaska  skins.  I  should  not  like  to  say  what  the  percentage  of  these  skins  would  be,^but  I  should 
think  that  25  to  30  per  cent,  was  probably  a  fair  average. 

6.  I  have  never  considered  what  would  be  the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  to  preserve  seal  life, 
and  I  have  no  suggestions  to  offer  on  the  point,  but  I  certainly  would  be  much  opposed  to  any  scheme 
which  would  put  an  end  to  the  north-west  catch.  In  my  opinion  this  catch  is  a  very  important 
element  in  keeping  the  balance  of  the  market,  and  its  suppression  would  result  in  serious  injury  to  the 
fur  trade  generally,  and  to  the  public. 

7.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  "  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  TOM  SIMPSON  JAY. 

Declared  at  No.  223,  Eegent  Street,  in  the  county  of  London,  this  7th  day  of  December,  1892. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 
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No.  U. 

Declaration  of  Mr.  George  Boulter. 

I.  GEOEGE  BOULTEE,  of  Montreal,  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  temporarily  of  35,  Queen 
Street,  in  I     tdon,  England,  fur  manufacturer  and  merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare 

as  foil  iws: — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Silverman,  Boulter,  and  Co.,  of  Montreal,  Canada,  fur  manufac- 
turers and  present  visiting  England  in  connection  with  my  business.     The  firm 

lished  L872.     I  have  had  personal  experience  in  the  fur  business  for  twenty-eight 

years,      fn   the  course  of  business  my  house  have  to  purchase  annually  a  considerable  number  of  seal- 
skins, and  !  am  therefore  familiar  with  the  seal-skin  business. 

2.  Thr  three  best  known  descriptions  of  seal-skins  are  (a)  the  Alaskas,  which  come  from  the 
Pril  y]  Is :  (h)  the  Coppers,  which  come  from  the  Commander  Islands  ;  and  (c)  what  is  known  as 
the  north-west  catch. 

'.',.  I   have  carefully  considered  what  difference  there  is  between  Alaskas  and  Coppers.     In  my 
.>n  the  only  diflerence  is  that  the  wool  of  the  Alaskas  is  slightly  denser,  and  therefore  we  find  in 
practi  longer  than  Coppers.     This  statement  is  only  true  speaking  of  Alaskas  on  the  whole, 

becai    i    I  have  found  in  the  manufacturing  that  at  least  35  per  cent.,  if  not  more,  of  Copper  furs  are 
al  in  density  to  the  best  Alaskas;  in  fact,  I  will  undertake  to  say  that   no  man  in  the  trade, 
no  matter  how  long  his  experience,  could  honestly  say  that  he  could  distinguish,  when  they  have  been 
dressed  and  dyed,  between  a  first-class  Alaska  skin  and  a  first-class  Copper  skin. 

4.  The  difference  in  value  between  the  two  skins  depends  very  largely  upon  the  fact  that  Alaskas 
have  -i.t  a  name  in  the  market,  and  have  been  the  standard  skin  for  many  years,  and  the  public  have 
got  to  know  thr  term  "Alaska"  just  as  they  know  the  brand  of  manufactured  articles,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  pay  for  the  name  just  as  in  other  articles. 

5.  I  cannot  speak  with  authority  on  any  difference  there  may  be  in  colour,  because  my  experience 
is  chieflv  confined  to  skins  in  the  dressed  and  dyed  state,  but  from  what  I  have  seen  I  consider, 
although  there  may  be  a  difference  taking  the  average  of  a  large  number,  that  the  difference  is  trivial. 
I  feel  sure  that  if  any  skin  was  selected  from  an  Alaska  consignment  I  could  match  it  from  a 
Commander  consignment,  and  vice  rcrsd. 

6.  In  my  opinion,  for  the  preservation  and  regulation  of  the  catch  some  regulations  should  be 
introduced,  such  as  a  close  season  or  some  suchlike  plan,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  offer  any  definite 
suggestion  irr  the  matter.  I  should,  however,  strenuously  object  to  any  regulations  which  would  put 
an  end  to  the  north-west  catch.  In  my  opinion  its  suppression  would  lead  to  a  monopoly,  and  the 
entire  seal-skin  trade  of  the  world  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  lessees  of  the  islands,  and  the  tendency 
of  all  monopolists  is  in  their  own  interests  to  lessen  the  output,  and  raise  the  price  against  retail 
dealers  and  the  public. 

7.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  GEOEGE  BOULTEE. 

Declared  at  No.  35,  Queen  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  12th  day  of  December,  1892. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Piuest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Outlis. 


No  12. 
Declaration  of  Joseph  Politzer. 


I,  JOSEPH  POLITZEE,  of  No.  35,  Queen  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  merchant,  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  1  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Phillips,  Politzer,  and  Co.  The  firm  has  been  established 
since  1874.  I  have  personally  had  an  experience  of  twenty-six  years  in  the  fur  business.  In  the 
course  of  my  business  I  have  annually  to  purchase  for  my  firm  a  very  large  quantity  of  seal-skins, 
and  I  am,  therefore,  acquainted  with  the  seal-skin  market. 

2.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  skins  dealt  with  in  the  market,  viz.,  (1)  Alaskas,  or  skins  which 
come  from  the-  Pribyloff  Islands  ;  (2)  Coppers,  or  skins  which  come  from  the  Commander  Islands;  and 
(3)  north-west  catch.  The  Alaska  skins  always  fetch  considerably  more  in  the  market  than  either  of 
the  other  two  skins.  The  reason,  in  my  opinion,  for  this  is  that  the  name  of  the  "Alaskas"  is  so  much 
better  known  to  the  public  than  any  other  kind,  and  also  the  quality  of  the  Alaskan  fur  is  better  on 

average  than  that  of  the  Coppers.  By  quality  I  mean  the  fur  on  the  Alaskan  seals  is  denser  and 
closer,  and,  therefore,  is  found  to  wear  better.  It  is  what  I  would  describe  as  a  stronger  wool.  These 
are  tin-  matters  which  influence  the  price,  but  the  price  is  also,  1  think,  influenced  in  favour  of  the 

kan  skins  by  the  fact  that  the  sizes  run  somewhat  larger  in  Alaskas,  and  the  handling  appears  to 
he  much  more  carefully  done  than  in  the  case  of  Coppers.  I  think,  however,  that  the  fact  which  I 
have  mentioned  of  the  name  being  better  known  affects  the  price  more  than  anything  else,  because,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  distinguish  a  high-class  Copper  from  an  Alaska  when  made 
into  a  garment.     The  cleverest  expert  in  the  trade  would  not  attempt  to  do  so. 

3.  There  is  also  a  slight  difference  of  colour,  but  this  is  very  trivial,  and  in  no  way  enters  into  the 
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question  of  price.  The  colour  also  to  a  great  extent  varies  in  different  years.  T  have  noticed  in 
inspecting  the  consignments  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  skins  (sometimes  as  many  as  30  or  40  per  cent.) 
which  were  perfectly  undistinguishable  from  Copper  Island  skins,  and  in  the  same  way  in  inspecting 
consignments  of  skins  from  the  Commander  Islands  I  have  noticed  skins  which  were  similar  to 
Alaskas,  and  of  course  in  both  classes  I  have  found  skins  which  in  a  lesser  degree  resemble  the  other 
class. 

4.  Although  not  a  naturalist,  I  have  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  seal  question,  and  have 
read  everything  I  could  upon  the  matter  so  as  to  inform  myself,  and  I  have  always  held  th?  opinion  that 
the  seals  frequenting  botli  sets  of  islands  interbreed  with  each  other. 

5.  The  differences  which  I  have  mentioned  above  I  have  always  considered  arose  either  from  a 
difference  of  temperature  or  from  the  handling  on  the  respective  islands.  I  am  confirmed  in  the 
opinion  that  the  density  of  the  fur  is  due  to  the  climate  by  the  fact  that  I  have  observed  in  certain 
.seasons  the  fur  of  Coppers  and  Alaskns  to  vary,  and  to  be  much  denser  than  in  others,  and  this  I 
attribute  to  the  fact  thai  the  weather  in  that  particular  season  had  been  more  severe.  It  is  well  known 
to  furriers  that  the  furs  of  the  same  animal  killed  at  different  times  of  the  year  or  at  different  places  in 
the  same  country  differ  somewhat  in  the  density  of  their  fur. 

6.  I  have  considered  the  question  to  some  extent  of  regulations,  and  I  certainly  think  that  some 
regulations  of  pelagic  sealing  are  absolutely  necessary.  What  they  exactly  should  be  I  have  not 
precise  enough  information  to  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion,  but  1  certainly  would  not  be  in  favour  of 
the  total  suppression  of  pelagic  sealing.  The  north-west  catch  forms  a  most  important  element  in  the 
preservation  of  the  seal  industry  in  this  country,  and  in  the  balance  of  the  market.  Should  this  be 
put  an  end  to  it  would  leave  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  persons  for  the  time  being  leasing  the 
islands,  who  would  have  it  in  their  power  not  only  to  control  the  markets  at  their  will,  but,  if  they  so 
desired  it,  to  remove  the  entire  industry  away  from  England  elsewhere.  This,  I  think,  would  be  a 
dangerous  thing  to  the  fur  trade  generally. 

7.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Statutory  Declarations  Act,  1835." 

(Signed;  JOSEPH  POLLTZEE. 

Declared  at  No.  35,  Queen  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  12th  December,  1892. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  13. 

Declaration  of  Mr.  William  Halsey,  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

I,  WILLIAM  HALSEY,  of  No.  1,  Lime  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  broker,  solemnly  and 
sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  act  as  broker  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  As  such  broker,  it  is  my  duty  to  receive  and 
catalogue  all  furs  sent  from  Canada  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territories  by  the  ageuts  of  the  Company 
there,  and,  in  due  course,  to  sell  them  in  the  London  market  by  public  auction.  The  average  annual 
value  of  the  skins  and  furs  which  the  Company  dispose  of  in  this  manner  amounts  to  about  250,000/. 
Among  the  skins  shipped  to  the  Company  are  comprised  every  year  a  certain  number  of  seal-skins,  but 
not  nearly  to  the  same  extent  as  in  former  years,  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years  being  about 
750  skins. 

2.  By  reason  of  my  dealing  with  so  many  skins  and  furs  as  aforesaid,  I  am  familiar  with  the  skin 
and  fur  market  in  London. 

3.  The  seal-skins  sent  home  by  the  agents  of  the  Company  are  part  of  what  is  commonly  known 
as  the  North-west  catch.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  never  had  to  consider  what  percentage 
of  this  catch  was  composed  of  female  seals.  The  question  of  sex  is  one  that  never  arises  in  dealing 
with  the  skin"  on  the  London  market.  Seal-skins  are  never  classified  for  sales  or  any  other  purposes, 
so  far  as  I  know,  by  sex.  The  usual  mode  adopted  is  that  of  standard  sizes,  commonly  known  as 
"  Middlings,"  "  Middlings  and  Smalls,"  "  Large  Pups,"  "  Middling  Pups,"  "  Small  Pups,"  &c.  I  am  not 
aware  that  sex  in  any  way  enters  into  the  question  of  price. 

4.  Speaking  generally,  it  is  a  fact  well  known  to  those  engaged  in  the  fur  business,  that  skins  of 
the  same  animals  taken  in  different  localities,  under  different  conditions  of  climate,  are  valued 
differently  for  commercial  purposes. 

5.  As  an  example  of  this,  I  may  mention  that  at  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  last  fur  sales, 
marten  skins  from  eastern  districts  of  Hudson's  Bay  were  sold  at  40.s.  and  43s.,  whereas  those  from 
more  western  districts  realized  but  17s.  6d.  and  18s.,  and  those  from  MeKenzie  Eiver  in  the  far  north 
14s.  6d.  per  skin.  Beaver  also  from  the  same  districts  reabzed  62s.,  45s.  6d.,  47s.,  and  33s.  6d. 
respectively. 

6.  The  above  comparisons  of  price  have  been  made  between  No.  1  skins  from  each  district  in  all 
cases.     Such  differences  of  value  depend  on  differences  of  size,  quality,  and  colour. 

7.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  "  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  WM.  HALSEY. 

Declared  at  No.  1,  Lime  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  15th  day  of  December,  1892. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 

[118]  3  Q 
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No.  14. 

Declaration  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Franks  Slater. 

I,  BENJAMIN  FRANKS    si. ATI',]:,  of   No.  4::.   Newgate   Street,   in  the  City  of  London,  fur 
liiint,  solemnly  ami  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  lam  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Slater  and  Co.  My  firm  are  successors  to  Messrs.  Flanders 
and  Co.,  and  the  business  has  been  established  for  twenty-eight  or  twenty-nine  years.     Onr  business 

ists  in  purchasing  seal-skins  in  the  raw  state,  and  having  them  dressed  and  dyed  at  one  of  the 
London  dressers  and  dyers,  and  subsequently  worked  up  iu  our  workshops  into  articles  with  which 
we  supply  the  trade  in  this  country  and  in  America.  I  personally  superintend  the  purchasing  of 
the  seal-skins  on  behalf  of  my  firm,  and  I,  therefore,  am  familiar  with  the  seal-skin  trade  in 
London. 

2.  There  are  three  classes  of  skins  chiefly  sold,  viz.,  Alaska  skins  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands, 
Copper  skins  from  the  Commander  Islands,  and  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  North-west 
ea  i  h 

:'■.  I  have  carefully  considered  the  question  of  the  differences  between  Coppers  and  Alaskas.  In 
my  opinion,  the  chief  difference  is  that  the  Alaskas  produce  a  fur  which  is  somewhat  denser  than 
the  Coppers — or,  rather,  I  should  say,  that  the  Alaska  furs,  on  an  average,  are  denser  than  the 
Coppers,  because  we  frequently  find  Coppers  which  are  quite  equal  in  density  to  Alaskas.  Another 
difference  is  that  we  find  amongst  Coppers  a  certain  percentage  of  skins  upon  which  the  hair  is 
somewhat  hard  and  difficult  to  remove,  and  the  removal  of  which  leaves  the  fur  in  a  somewhat 
.veaker  condition. 

I  also  in  my  experience  have  found  that  the  Alaska  skins  are  better  handled  than  the  Copper 
skins,  that  is  to  say,  that  we  do  not  find  amongst  them  so  many  cut  or  hacked  skins  as  we  do  in 
the  Coppers. 

4.  The  above  are  the  chief  elements  which  affect  the  question  of  price. 

I  also  think  that  the  fact  <'f  the  name  of  "  Alaska"  being  well  known  to  the  public  has  an  influence 
on  the  price.  The  public  know  the  name,  and  ask  for  it  just  as  for  the  brands  of  manufactured 
goods. 

5.  In  examining  consignments  of  skins  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  at  Messrs.  Lampson's  ware- 
house, 1  have  often  found  a  considerable  percentage  of  skins  which  were  quite  undistinguishable  from 
Coppers;  and  in  the  same  way,  in  inspecting  the  Coppers  I  have  noticed  a  considerable  percentage 
which  I  could  not  distinguish  from  Alaskas,  and,  of  course,  a  certain  number  in  each  class  which,  in  a 
lesser  degree,  resemble  the  other  class. 

6.  It  is  always  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty  even  for  an  expert  to  distinguish  Alaskas  from 
Coppers,  and  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  if  100  raw  skins,  composed  of  50  of  Alaskas  and  50  of 
Copper.-  were  put  together,  there  is  not  an  expert  in  the  trade  that  could  separate  them  correctly. 

7.  1  have  not  considered  the  question  of  regulations,  and  do  not  desire  to  offer  any  opinion  upon 
it,  but  I  certainly  would  not  approve  of  any  regulations  which  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  the  lessees 
of  the  islands  the  monopoly  of  the  business.  This,  1  think,  would  be  extremely  injurious  to  the  fur  trade. 

8.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  "  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

Declared  at  4:!.  Newgate  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  15th  day  of  December,  1802. 

(Signed)  B.  F.  SLATEB. 

Before  me : 
(Signed)  Waltfr  B.  Priest, 

A  Comin  issioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  15. 
Declaration  of  Friedrich  August  Gustav  Weber. 


I,  FBIEDBICH  AUGUST  GUSTAV  WEBER,  of  No.  G,  Newgate  Street,  in  the  City  of  London, 
fur  merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of   Ensor,  Weber,  and  Co.,  wholesale  furriers.     The  firm  has  been 
Mi  shed  for  twelve  years.     I  have  personally  had  an  experience  in  the  fur  trade   of  about  twenty 

years.  My  firm  in  the  course  of  their  business  annually  purchase  at  public  sales  and  elsewhere  about 
5,000  seal-skins,  most  of  which  we  have  dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London  dyer  and  dresser,  and  have 
them  subsequently  manufactured  in  our  workshops  into  articles  which  we  dispose  of  to  the  trade. 
I  conduct,  on  behalf  of  my  firm,  the  purchasing  of  the  skin-,  ami  therefore  I  am  very  familiar  with  the 
seal-skin  market. 

2.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  skins,  viz.,  the  Alaskas  which  come  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands, 
the  Coppers  which  come  from  the  Commander  Islands,  and  what  is  commonly  called  the  North-west 
catch. 

:'..  As  regards  any  difference  between  the  Coppers  and  Alaskas  I  have  carefully  considered  this 
question,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  chief  difference  is  that  the  fur  of  the  Alaskas  is  on  an  average  denser 
than  the  <  lopper  Island  skins.     This  is  the  difference  which,  in  my  opinion,  chiefly  makes  Alaskas  fetch 

re  than  Coppers.     There  is  no  doubt  also  that  the  price  is  somewhat  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the 

name  of  the  Alaska-  is  better  known  to  the  public  than  any  other  kind  of  seal-skin. 

4.  The  differences  I  have  mentioned  above  are  the  chief  differences.     I  have  heard  it  alleged  that 
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there  is  a  difference  of  colour,  but  it  is  very  slight,  and  in  some  years  the  Coppers  have  actually  been 
lighter  than  the  Alaskas.     I  am  aware  of  no  other  differences. 

5.  In  inspecting  consignments  of  Alaskas  I  have  frequently  observed  a  considerable  percentage  of 
skins  which  were  undistinguishable  from  Commanders,  and  in  the  same  way  in  inspecting  Commander 
skins  I  have  observed  a  large  percentage  of  skins  which  were  undistinguishable  from  Alaskas, 
and,  of  course,  also  a  large  number  of  skins  in  each  class  which  in  a  lesser  degree  resemble  the  other 
class. 

6.  The  difference  between  the  two  skins  is  very  difficult  to  distinguish  except  to  one  skilled  in 
the  business,  and  1  venture  to  say  that  even  an  experienced  expert  would  have  great  difficulty  in 
separating  correctly,  say,  a  package  of  100  skins  made  up  in  equal  proportions  of  dressed  and  dyed 
Coppers  and  Alaskas.     In  fact,  in  my  opinion,  he  could  not  do  so. 

7.  I  should  be  very  strongly  opposed  to  any  arrangement  which  would  leave  the  monopoly  of  the 
seal-skin  business  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  lessees  of  the  islands.  I  think  that  this  would  be 
interfering  with  the  trade,  and  exceedingly  injurious  to  it;  but  I  also  am  of  opinion  that  some 
regulations  are  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  the  North-west  catch.  In  fact,  if  it  came  to  be  a  choice 
between  a  monopoly  and  an  unregulated  North-west  catch,  I  should  be  in  favour  of  the  monopoly  in 
spite  of  its  great  disadvantages. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  "The  Statutory  Declarations  Act,  1835." 

Declared  at  No.  6,  Newgate  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  loth  day  of  December,  1892. 

(Signed)  F.  A.  G.  WEBER. 

Before  me : 
Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  1G. 
Declaration  of  M.  Filix  Jungmann. 


JE,  soussigne,  Felix  Jungmann,  negociant  en  fourrures  et  pelleteries,  demeurant  aux  Nos.  106-108, 
Rue Montmartre, et  auNo.  1,  Rue  de  Ck-iy,  a  Paris,  declare  solennellement  et  sincerement ce  qui  suit: — 

1.  Ma  maison  est  etablie  depuis  plus  de  seize  ans.  J'exerce  la  profession  de  fourreur  en  gros  et 
en  detail.  Dans  le  cours  de  ses  affaires  ma  maison  s'est  occupe  du  commerce  de  peaux  de  phoques  ou 
loutres  en  des  quantites  considerables  ;  je  connais  done  bien  cette  espece  de  marchandises.  J'achete 
sut  la  place  de  Londres  les  peaux  dans  l'etat  vert  ou  sale.  Je  les  fais  teindre  et  appreter,  et  enfin  je 
les  fais  dresser  dans  les  ateliers  dependant  de  ma  maison,  et  les  vends  ensuite  aux  particuliers  et  dans  le 
commerce. 

2.  II  y  a  trois  categories  prineipales  de  ces  peaux,  savoir:  eel  les  elites  "Coppers,"  pro  venant  de 
"  Copper  Island,"  las  "  Alaskas,"  pro veuant  des  lies  Pribyloff,  et  celles  ordinairement  connues  comme 
"  la  prise  du  Nord-Ouest. 

3.  Quant  aux  differences  qui  existent  eutre  les  "  Coppers"  et  les  "Alaskas  "  elles  sont,  selon  mon. 
avis,  les  suivantes  : — 

(«.)  H  y  a  une  petite  difference  de  couleur,  mais  je  n'ai  jamais  eu  a  m'en  occuper. 

(Jb.)  La  seconde  et  principale  difference  consiste  en  ce  epie  la  fourrure  des  "  Alaskas  "  est  d'une 
meilleure  qualite,  ou  plus  dpaisse  que  les  "  Coppers."  C'est  cette  difference  qui  porte  sur  le  prix  en 
faveur  des  "  Alaskas." 

(c.)  Toutes  autres  differences  que  celles  ci-dessus  mentionnees,telles  que  la  longueur  de  la  fourrure 
et  la  forme  des  peaux,  sont  tres  insignifiantes  et  a  peine  a  remarquer.  Je  ne  crois  pas,  en  effet,  que  la 
forme  varie. 

4.  En  visitant  les  envois  de  peaux  des  lies  Pribyloff  vendues  de  temps  a  autre  par  la  maison 
Lampson,  j'ai  remarqu^  des  peaux  de  phoques  que  j'aurais  cru  de  provenance  du  "  Copper  Island,"  sl 
je  les  avais  vu  ailleurs,  et  de  meme  parrni  les  peaux  venant  de  "  Copper  Island,"  j'ai  observe  quelques- 
unes  qui  ressemblaient  exactement  a  celles  elites  "  d' Alaska." 

En  outre,  j'ai  remarcjue;  elans  chaepie  categorie  eles  peaux  epie  ressemblaient  a  l'autre  espece,  mais 
d'une  maniere  moins  frappante. 

(Signe)  FELIX  JUNGMANN. 

Signe"  et  declare  par-devant  moi,  a  Paris,  ce  28  Decembre,  1S92. 
(Signe)  G.  Austin  Taylor, 

Pro-Consul  Britanniqv.e. 
(Cachet.) 


No.  17. 
Declaration  of  M.  fJmile  Hertz. 


I,  EMILE  HERTZ,  fur  and  skin  merchant,  of  11,  Rue  Dieu,  Paris,  in  the  French  Republic, 
declare  as  follows  : — ■ 

1.  I  am  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Emile  Hertz  and  Co.,  and  the  same  person  who  signed  the 
declaration  dated  23rd  June,  1892,  reprinted  at  page  587  and  following  of  the  "  Appendix  to  the  Case 
of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii,"  and  therein  called  in  error  "  Emin  "  Hertz. 

2.  In  my  deposition  before  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States'  Legation  at  Paris,  above  mentioned, 
I  declared  as  follows  : — 
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'•That  I  can  distinguish  readily  the  source  of  production  of  the  skins  when  the  latter  are  in 
their  undres >ed  slate." 

At  III'-  request  of  the  Representative  of  Great  Britain  I  declare  in  addition  thereto  that  I 
have  from  time  to  time  seen  among  the  consignments  of  Alaska  seals  offered  for  public  sale 
by  Messrs.  Lampson  and  Co.,  of  London,  skins  resembling  Copper  Island  skins,  and  among  the 
consignments  of  this  latter  sort  skins  resembling  the  Alaska  kind,  but  1  believe  it  to  be  impossible 
tn  affirm  absolutely  that  these  doubtful  skins  belong  to  one  or  other  of  these  two  localities. 

(Signed)  jlMILE  HERTZ. 

Signed  and  declared  at  Paris  aforesaid,  this  29th  day  of  December,  1892. 
Before  me  : 
(Signed)  G.  Austin  Taylor, 

British  Pro-Consul  at  /'/iris. 
(Seal.) 


No.  18. 

Declaration  of  Emile  Grebert. 

JE,  soussigne,  Emile  Grebert,  negociant  en  fourrures,  demeurant  a  Paris,  et  y  exercant  au 
No.  48,  Rue  de  PArbre-Sec,  declare  ce  qui  suit : — 

1.  Je  suis  associe"  de  la  maison  E.  Grebert  et  Grison,  successeurs  de  l'ancienne  maison 
"  J.  I!.  ( (rebel  t  l'.iiignis  "  etablie  a  Paris  depuis  le  1"  Mars,  1890,  et  fondee  depuis  1818. 

2.  Dans  le  cours  de  son  commerce  ma  maison  achete  chaque  annfe  un  grand  nombre  de  peaux 
de  phoques  ou  loutres  (en  Anglais  "fur-seals").  Je  connais  done  bien  cette  espece  de  peaux.  Je 
men  approvisionne  aux  ventes  annuelles,  qui  ont  lieu  a  Londres  ehez  MM.  Lampson  et  Cie.,  soit  a  l'etat 
vert  ou  sale\  Je  les  fais  preparer  dans  mes  ateliers  pour  les  vendre  ensuite  au  public  et  dans  le 
commerce. 

3.  Quant  a  la  question  de  la  difference  entre  les  peaux  dites  "  Copper  "  et  celles  dites  "  d' Alaska," 
je  suis  d  avis  que  la  difference  principale  consiste  en  ce  que  la  fourrure  d' Alaska  est  d'une  qualite 
superieure,  e'est-a-dire  qu'elle  est  plus  epaisse  que  celle  des  phoques  des  '■  Copper  Islands."  L'abatage, 
le  depouillement,  et  la  salaison  sont  beaucoup  mieux  fait  et  le  choix  est  plus  soigne  aux  lies  de 
Pribyloff  qu'aux  Copper  Islands. 

Les  details  que  je  viens  de  signaler  ont  pour  effet  de  faire  vendre  les  "  Alaskas  "  a  des  prix  plus 
('•li\'('s  que  les  "Coppers."  Toutes  autres  differences,  qu'elles  soient  de  la  couleur,  ou  de  la  hauteur  de 
la  fourrure,  et  la  forme  de  la  peau,  ne  sont  qu'inappr^ciables.  En  me  rendant  compte  des  peaux 
d'Alaska  mises  en  vente  par  la  maison  Lampson  j'ai  souvent  renvarque  parmi  ces  peaux  un  prorata 
considerable  que,  si  je  les  avais  vu  ailleurs  j'aurais  pris  pour  des  "Coppers,"  et  de  la  nieme  faqon  j'ai 
trouve  dans  les  lots  de  "  Coppers  "  un  certain  nombre  de  peaux  se  ressemblant  beaucoup  a  des  "  Alaskas:" 
aussi,  dans  les  deux  categories  de  peaux  j'ai  souvent  trouve  quelques-unes  qui  se  rapprochaient,  mais 
dans  un  moindre  degre,  a  celles  de  l'autre  categorie. 

(Signe)  E.  GREBERT. 

Signe  et  declare  a  Paris,  ce  29  Decembre,  1892. 
Par-devant  moi: 
(Sign4)  G.  Austin  Taylor, 

Pro-Consul  Britannique. 
(Cachet.) 


No.  19. 
Declaration  of  M.  Adolphe  Haendler. 


I,  ADOLPHE  HAENDLER,  of  No.  35,  Rue  de  Lanery,  Paris,  in  the  French  Republic,  fur 
merchant,  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  "N.  Haendler  et  Eils,"  which  has  been  established  for  twenty 
years.  The  said  firm  succeeded  to  that  of  Moritz,  which  had  previously  existed  for  many  years  at 
Leipzig. 

2.  In  the  course  of  business  my  said  firm  purchases  annually  large  quantities  of  seal-skins 
varying  in  number  from  5,000  to  10,000  every  year.  These  skins  are  purchased  by  my  said  firm  in 
the  raw  state  at  the  public  sales  in  London  by  Messrs.  Lampson  and  Co.  "We  then  have  the  skins 
dressed  in  London  and  dyed  either  there  or  in  Paris.  The  dressed  skins  are  subsequently  sold  to  the 
trade. 

3.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  skins  dealt  with  in  the  trade :  1st,  Alaskas  from  the  Pribyloff 
Islands;  2nd, "  Coppers "  from  the  Commander  Islands;  and  3rd,  those  commonly  called  the  North- 
West  catch. 

4.  The  chief  differences,  in  my  opinion,  between  "  Coppers"  and  "Alaskas  "  is  the  quality  or  the 
thickness  of  the  fur.  The  Alaska  fur  is  on  the  average  denser  than  the  Coppers.  The  selection  of  the 
animals  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands  is  better  and  the  sizes  run  larger.  The  above-mentioned  differences 
are  the  cause  of  the  Alaskas  fetching  a  higher  price  than  Coppers. 

5.  In  examining  consignments  of  Alaskas  sold  by  Messrs.  Lampson  and  Co.,  I  have  frequently 
notieeii  among  them  a  considerable  percentage  of  skins  which  had  I  seen  them  elsewhere  I  should  have 
taken  for  <  toppers  :  and  in  the  same  way  on  inspecting  consignments  of  Coppers  I  have  found  a  certain 
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percentage  of  skins  resembling  Alaskas,  and  in  both  classes  skins  which  in  a  lesser  degree  resembled 
the  other  class. 

(Signed)  ADOLPHE  HAENDLEK. 

Signed  and  declared  at  Paris  aforesaid,  this  29th  day  of  December,  1892. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  G.  Austin  Taylor, 

British  Pro-Consul  at  Paris. 
(Seal.) 


No.  20. 

I,  OSWALD  EYSOLDT,  of  No.  12,  College  Hill,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  merchant,  solemnly 
nnil  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Eysoldt  and  Co.,  fur  merchants,  carrying  on  business  at 
No.  12,  College  Hill,  in  the  City  of  London.  My  firm  commenced  business  seven  years  ago,  and  cany 
on  the  same  business  that  was  previously  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Marcus  and  Co.,  a  firm  which  had  been 
established  for  about  twenty-five  years. 

2.  I  have  had  personal  experience  in  the  seal-skin  business  for  seventeen  years.  In  the  course  of 
business  I  purchase  seal-skins  at  Messrs.  Lampson's  and  other  sales.  These  skins  I  have  dressed  and 
dyed,  and  I  dispose  of  them  to  the  English  trade.  In  addition  to  this,  as  agent  for  foreign  houses,  I 
purchase  and  have  dressed  and  dyed  a  large  quantity  of  seal-skins  every  year. 

3.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  seal-skins  dealt  with  in  the  London  market,  viz.  (1)  Alaskas, 
which  come  from  the  Pribylof  Islands ;  (2)  Coppers,  which  come  from  the  Commander  Islands  ;  and 
(3)  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  North-west  Catch. 

4.  Of  these  three,  the  Alaskas  are  the  most  valuable,  and  command  considerably  higher  prices. 
There  are  several  reasons  for  Alaskas  fetching  a  higher  price  than  the  others,  the  following  being  the 
principal  ones,  viz.  (1)  the  quality  of  the  Alaska  fur  is  superior  to  the  quality  of  the  Copper  fur,  that  is 
to  say,  that  it  is  denser  and  closer;  this  circumstance  I  have  always  attributed  to  the  difference  of 
climate  and  food  ;  (2)  the  Alaska  skins  run  larger  than  the  Copper  skins,  which  I  always  considered 
resulted  from  the  Alaska  seals,  as  a  rule,  being  better  fed,  and  therefore  fatter  or  larger  than  the  Copper 
seals. 

The  above  differences  are  the  only  differences  which  affect  price,  and  are  due,  in  my  opinion,  to 
difference  of  climate  and  food.  There  is  also  (3),  taking  the  average  of  skins,  a  slight  difference  of 
colour,  the  Coppers  being  more  brownish  than  the  Alaskas  ;  but  this  is  not  always  the  case,  as  I  have 
seen  Alaskas  which  were  as  brown  as  Coppers,  but  this,  of  course,  has  no  influence  upon  the  question 
of  price. 

5.  In  consignments  that  I  have  inspected  from  the  Copper  Islands,  sold  by  Messrs.  Lampson 
and  Co.,  I  have  noticed  a  certain  percentage  of  skins  which,  had  I  seen  them  elsewhere,  I  should  have 
considered  them  Alaskas,  and  in  the  same  way  I  have  found  skins  amongst  Alaska  consignments  that  I 
have  inspected  which  resembled  the  Coppor  description. 

It  is  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty  to  say  what  is  the  exact  percentage  I  have,  so  noticed,  but 
I  think  it  would  be  a  safe  estimate  to  say  that,  in  the  Copper  consignments,  I  have  found  from  25  to 
30  per  cent,  which  resembled  Alaskas,  and  in  inspecting  Alaska  consignments  about  the  same  percentage 
of  skins  which  resembled  Coppers. 

6.  I  have  to  some  extent  considered  the  question  of  regulations,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  sufficient 
regulations  should  be  introduced  upon  the  islands  and  at  sea  to  insure  the  preservation  of  seal  life  as  a 
whole,  but  I  should  strongly  oppose  any  regulations  which  would  have  the  effect  of  absolutely  sup- 
pressing the  North-west  Catch.  The  North-west  Catch  forms  a  most  important  factor  in  the  market, 
and  tends  to  regulate  the  price.  Were  the  North-west  Catch  suppressed,  it  would  place  the  monopoly 
in  the  hands  of  the  persons  leasing  the  islands,  who  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  control  the  market, 
and,  if  they  wished,  remove  the  trade  from  Great  Britain.  This,  I  think,  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
fur  trade  generally,  and  principally  to  the  London  fur  merchants. 

7.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  "The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835. 

(Signed)  OSW.  EYSOLDT. 

Declared  at  No.  12,  College  Hill,  in  the  City  of  London,  the  4th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Henry  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  to  administer  Oaths. 


No.  21. 

I,  HENEY  FEIEDEBEEG,  of  No.  96,  Watling  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  and  skin 
merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  the  sole  partner  in  the  firm  of  H.  Friedeberg  and  Co.  My  firm  was  established  in  the 
year  1873.  Prior  to  that  time  I  had  previous  experience  in  the  fur  trade  in  the  office  of  my  father, 
the  late  Mr.  A.  Friedeberg.  My  business  consists  in  purchasing  skins  in  their  salted  and  raw 
condition.  I  then  have  them  dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London  dresser  and  dyer,  and  subsequently 
worked  up  in  my  workshops  into  garments,  which  I  dispose  of  to  the  trade.  I  also  annually  sell  to 
the  trade  a  considerable  number  of  dressed  and  dyed  skins. 

2.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  seal-skin," :  (1)  the  Alaskas,  which  come  from  the  Prihyloff  Island  ? ; 
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(2)  the  Coppers,  •which  come  from  the  Commander  Islands;  and  (3)  what  is  known  as  the  North-west 
ii.     Of  these,  Alaskas  are  the  most  valuable. 

As  regards  the  difference  between  Copper  and  Alaska  skins,  I  consider  that  the  chief  differences 
1)  the  denseness  of  the  wool ;  (2)  that  the  Alaska  wool  is  slightly  higher  than  the  wool  of  the 
Copper  seals ;  and  (3)  the  sides  of  the  Alaska  skins  are,  in  my  opinion,  on  the  average,  richer  in  fur 
thai  s  of  the  Copper  Island  skins.     I  do  not  call  to  mind  any  other  differences  between  the 

two  classes.  The  differences  which  I  have  mentioned  are  the  differences  which  influence  the  juice  in 
the  market  in  favour  of  Alaskas.  I  also  think  that  in  some  degree  the  price  is  influenced  by  the  fact, 
that  the  name  of  the  Alaskan  seals  is  much  better  known  to  the  public  than  any  other  seals. 

3.  In  the  course  of  my  business,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  consider  the  question  of  sex  in  any 
way.  The  ^kins  are  never  bought  or  sold  by  sex,  nor  is  it  mentioned  in  the  catalogue;  but  speaking 
generally,  I  think  if  I  were  given,  say,  100  skins,  I  could,  as  to  the  larger  sizes,  distinguish  with  more 
or  less  accuracy  between  males  and  females,  but  in  the  smaller  sizes  I  would  not  be  able  to  distinguish 
the  sex. 

4.  In  inspecting  shipments  made  through  Messrs.  Lampson  and  Co.  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  I 
-have  always  noticed  a  considerable  percentage  of  skins  which,  had  I  seen  them  elsewhere,  I  should 

have  considered  were  Copper  Island  skins,  and  in  the  same  way,  in  inspecting  consignments  of  skins 
from  the  Copper  Islands,  E  have  noticed  a  certain  percentage  of  skins  which  resembled  the  Alaska 
description.  It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  say  definitely  what  this  percentage  would  be,  but, 
speaking  roughly,  I  should  say  from  20  to  40  per  cent. 

5.  I  have  never  given  much  attention  to  the  question  of  regulations,  and  I  do  not  feel  myself 
competent  to  offer  an  opinion  on  the  subject ;  hut  I  should  not  be  in  favour  of  any  regulations  which 
would  totally  suppress  the  North-west  Catch.  In  my  opinion  this  forms  a  very  useful  and  important 
factor  in  the  London  market,  and  its  disappearance  would  be  decidedly  an  injury  to  the  trade.  Its 
disappearance,  I  think,  would  result  in  the  price  of  seal-skins  being  so  high  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
el'  the  ordinary  consumer. 

7.  And  I  make  this  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  H.  EEIEDEBEEG. 

Declared  at  No.  96,  Watling  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  5th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  22. 

I,  HOEATIO  CEEAMEE,  of  No.  40,  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  and  No.  9,  Old  Change,  in  the 
<  ity  of  London,  fur  manufacturer,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  J.  and  H.  Creamer,  fur  manufacturers.  I  have  been 
l  rsonally  engaged  in  the  fur-seal  business  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  In  the  course  of  our  business 
my  firm  purchase  large  quantities  of  seal-skins  in  their  raw  or  salted  condition  at  the  sales  of  Messrs. 
Lampson  and  Co.  and  others  in  London,  and  these  skins  we  have  dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London 
dresser  and  dyer,  and  we  then  manufacture  them  in  our  workshops  into  articles  which  we  dispose  of 
to  the  trade.  "We  also  sell  to  the  trade  annually  a  certain  quantity  of  seal-skins  which  are  merely 
dressed  and  dyed. 

2.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  seal-skins  :  — 

(1.)  The  Alaskas,  which  come  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  ; 

( 2.)  The  Coppers,  which  come  from  the  Commander  Islands ;  and 

(3.)  What  is  known  as  the  North-west  Catch. 

Of  these,  Alaskas  are  the  most  valuable. 

The  chief  reasons  which  influence  the  price  in  favour  of  Alaskas  are  the  following: — 

(IsJEThe  quality  of  the  Alaskan  fur  is  much  superior  on  the  average  to  the  quality  of  the  Copper 
fur,  that  is  to  say,  it  is,  as  a  rule,  denser  and  thicker,  and  it  has  been  found  by  experience  to  wear 
better. 

(2.)  The  size  of  the  Alaskan  skin  is,  on  an  average,  also  larger  than  the  size  of  the  Copper  skin. 
This  is  probably  due  to  some  extent  to  the  selection  and  handling  on  the  islands. 

3.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  differences  between  the  two  classes  of  skins.  If  there  are  any, 
the)"  are  of  a  very  trivial  nature.     I  do  not  consider  there  is  any  material  difference  in  shape. 

4.  In  inspecting  all  the  consignments  made  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  of  Alaska  seals  through 
Messrs.  Lampson,  I  have  always  noticed  a  certain  percentage  of  skins  which,  had  I  seen  them  amongst 
the  Coppers,  I  should  certainly  have  taken  them  for  Coppers,  and  in  the  same  way  in  inspecting  skins 
from  the  Copper  Islands,  I  have  noticed  a  certain  percentage  which  resembled  the  Alaskan  description. 
It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  estimate  what  this  percentage  would  be,  but,  in  my  judgment,  it  would  be 
from  15  to  20  per  cent,  certainly  not  more.  In  the  dressed  and  dyed  state  the  percentage  would  be 
increased  to  more  like  40  per  cent,  or  more. 

5.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  100  raw  skins — 50  Alaskas  and  50  Coppers — were  put  together,  there  is 
not  a  man  in  the  trade  who  could  accurately  separate  them. 

6.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  some  regulations  should  be  made  applicable  to  the  islands  and 
the  sea  with  the  view  to  preserving  the  seal  industry,  such  as  a  close  season,  or  some  kindred  scheme. 
I  should  be  opposed  to  any  scheme  which  would  have  the  effect  of  entirely  putting  an  end  to  the 
North-west  Catch.  It  appears  to  me  that  if  a  certain  number  of  male  seals  can  be  killed  on  the 
islands  without  risking  the  future  supply,  a  proportionate  number  of  females  could  be  killed  without 
risk,  and,  to  my  mind,  this  could  be  done  with  perfect  safety. 
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I  am  also  opposed  to  the  enth-e  suppression  of  the  North-west  Catch,  because  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  placing  the  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  lessees  for  the  time  being  of  the  islands,  who  could, 
if  they  wished,  remove  the  whole  of  the  seal-skin  industry  away  from  this  country. 

7.  And  I  make  this  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  H.  CREAMER 

Declared  at  No.  40,  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  6th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  23. 

I,  WILLIAM  CHARLES  BLATSPIEL  STAMP,  of  No.  38,  Knightrider  Street,  in  the  City  of 
London,  fur  and  skin  merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows : — 

I  am  the  same  person  as  William  Charles  Blatspiel  Stamp  who  made  the  declaration  dated  the 
14th  day  of  June,  1892,  and  which  is  printed  at  p.  574  of  vol.  ii  of  the  Appendix  of  the  United  States' 
Case. 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Blatspiel  Stamp  and  Heacock,  and  carry  on  business  as  fur  and 
skin  merchants  at  the  above-named  address.  My  firm  has  been  established  since  the  year  1818.  I 
have  personally  had  an  experience  of  upwards  of  thirty  years  in  the  fur  and  skin  business.  In  the 
course  of  their  business  my  firm  purchase  annually  very  large  quantities  of  seal-skins,  so  that  I  am 
familiar  with  these  skins. 

2.  As  regards  the  difference  between  Alaskas  and  Coppers,  in  my  opinion  they  are  the 
following : — 

(i.)  The  fur  of  the  Alaskas  is,  on  the  average,  closer  and  denser  than  the  fur  of  the  Coppers. 

(ii.)  There  is  a  difference  of  colour  between  the  fur,  but  this  is  only  very  slight,  and  varies  in 
different  years,  sometimes  the  Coppers  being  lighter,  sometimes  the  Alaskas. 

(iii.)  The  skins  of  the  Alaskas,  on  the  whole,  run  larger  than  the  skins  of  the  Coppers,  probably 
through  being  better  handled  and  selected. 

(iv.)  There  is  a  larger  quantity  of  undergrowth  of  the  hair  in  Coppers,  which  is  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  skins  are  taken  more  or  less  out  of  season,  when  they  are  beginning  to  approach  the 
stagey  condition. 

(v.)  The  above  differences  are  the  only  differences  which  I  can  recall.  They  are  the  differences 
which  affect  the  question  of  price,  particularly  the  last-mentioned  feature  as  to  the  presence  of  the 
undergrowth  of  hair.  This  hair  is  troublesome  to  remove,  and  some  particles  of  it  must  remain,  and 
causes  the  fur  to  feel  harder. 

3.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  absolute  line  of  demarcation  between  the  Copper  Island  skins  and 
Alaskas,  and  in  inspecting  the  consignments  made  each  year  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  through 
Messrs.  Lampson  and  Co.,  I  have  found  a  certain  percentage  of  skins  which  were  fac-similes  of  Copper 
Island  skins,  and  in  the  same  way,  in  inspecting  consignments  of  Copper  Island  skins,  I  have  seen 
skins  which,  had  I  seen  them  elsewhere,  I  should  have  classed  them  as  Alaskas,  and  also  a  certain 
number  of  the  intermediate  degrees  of  similarity.  The  qualities  of  the  skins  vary  greatly  in  different 
years ;  some  years  the  Coppers  approach  in  quality  very  closely  to  the  Alaskas. 

4.  Referring  to  the  statement  made  in  my  said  former  declaration,  that  "  I  should  not  be  surprised 
nor  feel  inclined  to  contradict  an  estimate  of  upwards  of  90  per  cent,  of  female  skins  in  the  North-west 
Catch,"  I  say  that  whilst  it  is  possible  with  tolerable  accuracy  to  separate  female  from  male  skins  in 
the  larger  sizes,  as  regards  the  smaller  sizes  of  seals  under  the  age  of  2  years  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
difficulty,  and  often  of  impossibility,  to  determine  sex.  In  the  course  of  our  business  it  is  never 
necessary  for  us  to  consider  this  question. 

5.  A  noticeable  feature  about  the  consignments  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  has  been  that,  while 
formerly  the  consignments  were  entirely  composed  of  male  skins,  of  late  years  from  1883  up  to  1890 
female  skins  have  appeared  among  them  each  year  in  increasing  numbers. 

6.  I  have  frequently  considered  the  question  of  regulations,  and  my  opinion  is  that  a  close  season 
or  some  such  like  arrangement  should  be  introduced,  both  on  the  islands  and  at  sea,  and  I  think  also 
that  some  sanctuary  or  isolated  breeding-ground  should  be  established  which  should  at  all  times  be  free 
from  disturbance.  I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  suppression  of  the  North-west  Catch.  In  my  opinion,  this 
would  neither  be  just  nor  practicable.  It  would  not  be  just,  because  I  consider  that  the  Canadians 
have  got  a  right  to  catch  the  seals  frequenting  the  sea  adjoining  their  own  shores,  and  which  feed  to  a 
large  extent  on  the  food-fishes  there  found,  provided  they  do  so  in  a  proper  manner.  I  think  it  would 
be  impracticable,  because  the  only  effect  of  entire  prohibition  would  probably  be  to  cause  the  Canadian 
schooners  to  register  under  the  flags  of  other  nations. 

7.  I  am  of  opinion  also  that  the  North-west  Catch  is  a  very  important  element  in  the  market  in 
keeping  the  price  of  the  articles  within  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  consumer. 

8.  And  I  make  this  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  W.  C.  BLATSPIEL  STAMP. 

Declared  at  No.  8,  Dowgate  Hill,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  10th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Henry  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 
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No.  24. 

I.  SIGMUND  APFEL,  of  No.  7,  Aldermanbury  Avenue,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  and  skia 
merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Apfel  Brothers.  My  firm  are  merchants  in  furs  of  all 
descriptions.  My  house  has  been  established  for  upwards  of  fifty  years  at  Leipsic  and  Mannheim,  and 
during  the  last  twenty-three  years  we  have  bad  a  branch  house  in  London. 

2.  My  firm  in  the  course  of  their  business  annually  purchase  large  quantities  of  seal-skins,  and 
I  am  therefore  familiar  with  the  seal-skin  market  in  this  country. 

3.  There  are  three  chief  classes  of  seal-skins  dealt  with  in  the  London  market:  (1)  the  Alaskas, 
which  come  from  the  PribylofF  Islands  ;  (2)  the  Coppers,  which  come  from  the  Commander  Islands  ; 
and  (3)  what  is  known  as  the  North-west  Catch.  As  regards  the  difference  between  Alaskas  and 
Coppers,  in  my  judgment  the  only  differences  are  that  the  Alaska  fur  is  closer  and  denser  than  the 
Copper  fur,  and  the  skins  are  better  handled  on  the  PribylofF  Islands  than  on  the  Commander  Islands. 
There  are  no  other  differences  that  I  am  aware  of,  and  these  are  the  differences  which  make  the 

"commercial  difference  in  price.  The  question  of  price  is  also  greatly  influenced,  by  the  following 
circumstance,  viz.,  that  the  name  of  the  Alaskas  is  so  much  better  known  than  the  name  of  the 
Coppers,  not  onky  to  the  public,  but  to  the  trade.  The  result  of  this  is,  that  foreign  houses  who  cannot 
send  a  personal  representative  to  attend  the  sales,  instruct  agents,  and  as  they  cannot  personally 
inspect  the  skins  they  give  orders  to  their  agents  to  purchase  Alaskas  in  preference  to  Coppers. 
English  houses  on  the  spot  buy  more  usually  Coppers,  because  they  know  by  selecting  certain  lots  they 
get  just  as  good  value  and  at  a  cheaper  rate  owing  to  the  absence  of  foreign  competition  for  them. 

4.  In  inspecting  the  Copper  consignments  made  each  year  to  Messrs.  Lampson,  I  have  found  in 
some  years  as  much  as  33  per  cent,  of  the  skins  which  were  quite  as  good  in  quality,  and  were  quite 
undistmguishable  from  Alaska  seal-skins,  and  which,  had  I  seen  them  elsewhere,  I  should  have  classed 
as  Alaskas,  and  in  the  same  way  in  inspecting  Alaska  consignments,  I  found  an  equal  percentage  of 
skins  which  in  the  same  way  resembled  Coppers. 

5.  I  should  be  very  much  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  the  North-west  Catch.  I  have  always  held 
the  opinion  that  the  reports  as  to  the  diminution  in  the  seal  herds  was  greatly  exaggerated.  I  also 
object  to  the  abolition  of  the  North-west  Catch,  because  I  consider  it  would  practically,  if  abolished, 
ruin  our  trade.  It  would  throw  us  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  persons,  for  the  time  being,  leasing 
the  islands,  who  could  control  the  trade  in  the  market  just  as  they  liked.  This,  I  think,  would  be 
very  disadv  autageous. 

(J.  In  inspecting  consignments  of  Alaska  skins  in  recent  years,  I  have  from  time  to  time  noticed 
that  the  number  of  female  skins  had  very  much  increased,  and  in  the  last  few  years  in  which  the 
100,000  skins  were  taken,  I  personally  noticed  a  very  considerable  percentage  of  female  skins. 
Female  skins  began  to  make  their  appearance  about  1883  in  this  catch,  and  have  increased  in  numbers 
each  year  since  reaching,  as  I  have  said,  a  very  considerable  percentage  in  1S84. 

7.  In  examining  the  consignments  of  the  North-west  Catch,  I  have  always  noticed,  and  during  the 
past  two  years  especially,  an  increasing  number  of  skins  which  showed  neither  spear  nor  shot  marks, 
and  which  appear  to  be  identical  with  Alaskas.  These  are  attributed  by  the  trade  to  the  results  of 
raids  on  the  islands,  which  have  been  made  either  with  connivance  of  the  Company,  or  through  the 
islands  not  being  properly  protected. 

8.  I  have  not  sufficient  information  to  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  what  regulations  are 
necessary,  1  nit  I  should  most  strongly  object  to  the  suppression  of  the  North-west  Catch. 

9.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  "  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  SIGMUND  APFEL. 

Declared  at  No.  7,  Aldermanbury  Avenue,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  11th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  25. 

I,  GEOEGE  PJCE,  of  Nos.  32,  33,  and  40,  Great  Prescot  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  dresser 
and  dyer,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  the  same  person  as  the  George  Eice  who  made  a  deposition  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  dated  the  15th  day  of  June,  1892,  and  appears  at  p.  572  of  the  United  States' 
Appendix,  vol.  ii. 

2.  I  was  formerly  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Oppenheim  and  Co.,  the  well-known  firm,  who  were  at 
one  time  the  sole  importeis  of  Alaska  skins.  When  this  firm  ceased  to  carry  on  business  I  was  with 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Martin  and  Teichmann,  who  at  that  period  dressed  and  dyed  a  considerable  part  of 
the  Alaskan  catch. 

3.  Up  to  1878  I  never  remember  having  seen  amongst  the  Alaska  catch  any  female  skins.  In 
that  year  for  the  first  time  I  noticed  the  appearance  of  a  few  female  skins,  which  I  at  once  drew  to  the 
attention  of  the  firm.  In  the  following  year  there  were  also  a  few  of  these  skins,  but  what  percentage, 
or  what  number,  I  cannot  at  this  distance  of  time  recall.  Since  that  period  I  have  always  noticed 
amongsl  the  Alaska  catch  a  certain  percentage  of  skins  which  were  female,  and  which  percentage 
has  slowly  increased,  and  amounted  to  in  my  opinion  (at  a  rough  guess)  in  1889  to  from  10  to 
15  per  cent. 
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4.  And  [  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
■'  The  Statutory  .Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  GEO.  EICE. 

Declared  at  No.  40,  Great  Preseot  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  13th  day  of  .January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  ?>.  Priest, 

.1  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  2G. 

I,  DAVID  WOTHERS1-OON,  Junior,  of  No.  CO,  Cheapside,  in  the  City  of  London,  furrier, 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  1  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  1).  and  J.  Wbtherspoon.  My  firm  are  wholesale  furriers,  and 
have  been  established  for  nearly  100  years.  I  have  had  a  personal  experience  in  the  fur  business  of 
twenty-five  years.  I  am  also  a  member  of  the  Zoological  Society,  and  have  always  taken  an  interest 
in  natural  history,  and  have  read  all  I  could  upon  the  subject,  although  I  am  not  a  professional 
scientist. 

2.  In  my  opinion  the  difference  between  Alaskas  and  Coppers  is  very  trifling,  and  the  animals 
are  of  the  same  species.     The  differences,  such  as  they  are,  are  as  follows : — 

(1.)  The  quality  of  the  fur  is  closer  or  denser  in  the  case  of  the  Alaska  than  the  Coppers,  and  is 
also,  in  my  opinion,  of  a  more  silky  nature.  This  difference  is  probably  due  to  the  difference  of 
climate  and  food. 

(2.)  The  sizes  of  the  skins  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  are  on  the  whole  larger  than  those  from  the 
Copper  Islands,  showing  that  the  selecting  and  handling  on  Pribyloff  is  better. 

There  are  no  other  differences  that  I  know  of  between  the  two  kinds. 

(3.)  The  wool  perhaps  is  somewhat  paler  than  in  Alaskas,  although  this  is  not  invariably  so. 

3.  It  is  to  my  mind  impossible  to  separate  animals  into  different  categories  by  reason  of  these 
differences  in  the  skin.  The  Copper  and  Alaska  skins  when  dressed  and  dyed  are  absolutely  undis- 
tinguishable,  and  even  in  their  raw  state  they  are  exceedingly  difficult  to  separate  with  certainty.  To 
my  mind  there  is  no  absolute  line  of  difference  between  the  two  ;  fur  instance,  in  inspecting  lots  of 
Alaska  skins  one  always  finds  a  certain  percentage  of  skins  which  resemble  Cuppers,  and  in  the  same 
way  inspecting  Coppers,  a  certain  percentage  which,  if  seen  elsewhere,  would  be  classed  as  Alaskas. 

4.  I  have  no  definite  opinion  on  the  subject  of  regulations  except  that  I  should  like  to  see  the 
killing  of  grey  and  black  pups  prohibited.  I  should  object  to  the  suppression  of  the  pelagic  catch  on 
the  ground  that,  in  the  first  place,  I  think  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  Canadians,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  I  think  it  is  a  most  useful  factor  in  the  fur  trade  and  its  disappearance  would  be  most  injurious 
to  our  business. 

And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  DAVID  WOTHEESPOON,  Junior. 

Declared  at  No.  60,  Cheapside,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  13th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Piuest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  27. 

I,  HABBY  BOBRAS,  of  No.  18,  Old  Change,  in  the  City  of  London,  merchant  and  furrier, 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Eobert  Boiras  and  Sons.  My  firm  has  been  established  about 
fifty  years.  In  the  course  of  their  business  my  firm  annually  purchase  a  large  number  of  seal-skins. 
They  are  bought  in  the  raw  or  damp  state,  and  we  have  them  dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London 
dresser  and  dyer,  and  subsequently  have  them  manufactured  in  our  workshops  into  garments,  which 
we  dispose  of  to  the  public  and  the  trade. 

2.  I  have  read  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Eichard  Henry  Poland  made  on  the  29th  day  of 
November,  1892,  and  I  agree  with  it  in  every  particular. 

3.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  he  true,  and 
by  virtue  of  "  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  HABEY  BOEEAS. 

Declared  at  No.  18,  Old  Change,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  13th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 
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No.  28. 

1,  H<  (WARD  VYSE,  of  No.  70,  Wood  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  merchant,  solemnly  and 
:  1-.  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Vyse,  Sons,  and  Co.  The  firm  has  been  established 
for  aboul  eighty  years.  In  the  course  of  our  business  we  annually  purchase  a  large  quantity  of 
seal-skins  in  the  raw  salted  condition.  These  we  cause  to  be  dressed  and  dyed  by  some  firm  of 
dressers  and  dyers  in  London,  and  subsequently  have  them  manufactured  in  our  workshops  into 
articles  which  we  dispose  of  to  the  trad''. 

2.  I  have  read  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Poland,  declared  on  the  29th  day  of 
November,  1892,  and  entirely  agree  with  it  in  every  respect. 

3.  As  regards  the  Alaska  catch,  in  former  yeais  this  was  entirely  composed  of  male  skins,  but 
latterly  I  have  noticed  amongst  them  a  certain  percentage  of  female  skins,  which  have  increased  a 
little  in  more  recent  years.     It  is  very  difficult  to  form  anything  like  an  accurate  estimate  of  what 

"  this  percentage  is.     In  my  opinion,  it  is  about  10  per  cent. 

4.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  HOWARD  VYSE. 

Declared  at  No.  76,  Wood  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  14th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Bhiest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  L".'. 

L  JOHN  SHOOSMITH.  of  No.  40,  Great  Prescot  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare  : — 

1.  I  am  managing  clerk  to  the  firm  of  George  Bice,  the  well-known  dyer  and  dresser. 

2.  The  firm  of  George  Bice  have  been  established  upwards  of  twenty  years.  The  firm  do  as  large 
a  business  as  any  in  the  trade. 

3.  In  my  opinion,  the  capital  sunk  in  permanently  in  the  seal-skin  industry  in  London — that  is,  the 
capital  invested  in  plant — is  about  the  sum  of  100.000/.  ;  but,  of  course,  a  considerable  portion  of  this 
plant,  should  any  change  take  place  in  the  trade,  could  be  turned  to  other  uses. 

4.  As  regards  the  number  of  persons  exclusively  engaged  in  the  business,  I  should  say  in  London 
there  were  about  200.  There  are,  of  course,  a  great  many  more  persons  through  whose  hands  the  skins 
also  pass,  but  these  are  not  solely  occupied  with  seal-skins.  The  200  persons  I  have  mentioned  might 
also  do  other  work,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  don't;  when  there  is  no  seal-skin  work  for  them  they 
are  idle.     This  is  because  they  earn  good  wages,  and  when  work  is  slack  they  prefer  doing  nothing. 

(Signed)  JNO.  SHOOSMITH. 

Declared  at  the  Foreign  Office,  before  me,  this  16th  day  of  January,  1893. 
(Signed)  E.  E.  Day,  A  Coiumixsinna; 


No.  30. 

I,  *HCHARD  DIXON,  of  No.  19,  Edmund's  Place,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  merchant,  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  was  formerly  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Richard  Dixon  and  Co.  My  firm  has  been  established 
about  thirty  years.  My  firm  lane  annually  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  seal-skins,  and  I  am  thus 
familiar  with  the  seal-skin  market.  Besides  purchasing  seal-skins  in  the  market,  my  firm  have  from 
time  to  time  been  large  importers  of  seal-skins.  My  firm  imported  considerable  quantities  of  seal-skins 
shortly  after  the  cession  of  Alaska,  and  before  the  establishment  of  the  Company 

2.  I  have  carefully  considered  the  question  as  to  the  difference  between  Coppers  and  Alaskas 
They  are  as  follows: — 

(1.)  The  Coppers  are,  as  a  rule,  a  little  paler  in  colour,  but  sometimes  the  Alaskas  are  paler. 

(2.)  The  Alaska  furs  are  much  better  in  quality,  that  is  to  say,  the  wool  is  denser  and  closer,  but  as 
to  this,  a  considerable  percentage  of  Coppers  are  quite  equal  to  Alaskas,'  and  a  still  larger  number  in 
some  years  very  nearly  approach  Alaskas. 

(3.)  As  regards  size,  perhaps  the  Alaskas  are  a  little  larger  as  a  parcel. 

These  are  the  only  differences  I  remember,  and  they  are  the  ones  which  affect  the  question  of 
price. 

3.  In  inspecting  consignments  of  Pribyloff  skins  I  have  invariably  found  a  large  percentage  which 
were  undistinguishable  from  Coppers,  and  in  the  same  way  in  inspecting  Coppers  I  have  found  a  large 
percentage  which  were  undistinguishable  from  Alaskas.  I  could  not  oiler  any  opinion  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  percentage,  but  it  would  be  considerable. 

4.  I  do  not  consider  myself  qualified  to  give  an  absolute  opinion  on  the  subject  of  regulations,  but 
I  consider  there  ought  to  be  a  close  season,  or  some  arrangement  which  would  put  an  end  to  the  killing 

i  avid  females.     .Subject  to  this,  I  would  not  be  in  favour  of  the  suppression  of  the  North-west 
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Catch,  because,  in  the  first  place,  I  think  it  would   injuriously  affect  the  market  prices  and  create  a 
monopoly  in  the  business,  which  I  think  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  trade  generally. 

5.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  R.  DIXON, 

Declared  at  No.  19,  Edmund's  Place,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  IGtli  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths, 


No.  31. 

I,  HERBERT  SHELLEY  BEVINGTON,  of  No.  28,  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur 
merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  am  the  same  person  as  the  H.  S.  Bevington  who  made  a  declaration  at  the  recpiest  of  the 
United  States'  Representative  on  the  26th  day  of  April,  1892,  and  appearing  at  p.  551  of  the  United 
States'  Case  Appendix,  vol.  ii. 

2.  In  my  opinion  at  least  25  per  cent,  of  the  skins  found  amongst  Copper  Island  skins  are  undis- 
tinguishable  from  Alaskas,  and  in  the  same  way  at  least  25  per  cent,  of  the  skins  found  amongst 
Alaskas  are  undistinguishable  from  Coppers.  In  both  consignments  I  have  noticed  also  a  considerable 
quantity  of  skins  which  in  a  less  marked  manner  resembled  the  other  class,  but  I  consider  the  bulk  can 
be  distinguished. 

3.  As  regards  the  Alaska  Catch,  I  have  during  the  last  four  or  five  years  noticed  amongst  them  a 
small  quantity — say  from  10  to  15  per  cent. — of  female  skins. 

4.  As  regards  regulations,  in  my  opinion  it  is  essential  that  the  North-west  Catch  should  be 
properly  regulated.  I  am  not,  however,  in  a  position  to  say  exactly  what  these  regulations  should  be 
I  am  not  in  favour  of  its  total  suppression.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  North-west  Catch  is  a  useful 
element  in  the  market,  and  I  think  the  trade  would  object  to  its  disappearance.  Its  total  suppression. 
in  my  opinion,  would  tend  to  create  a  monopoly,  and  place  the  whole  business  in  the  hands  of  the 
persons  for  the  time  being  owning  the  islands,  and  this  I  should  object  to. 

5.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)     HERBERT  SHELLEY  BEVINGTON. 

Declared  at  No.  28,  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  16th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Octths. 


No.  32. 

I,  AUGUSTUS  ALLHAUSRN,  of  No.  35,  Carter  Lane,  in  the  City  of  Loudon,  furrier  and  skin 
merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Allhausen  and  Co.  My  firm  has  been  established  seventeen 
years.  I  have  had  personal  expedience  in  the  fur  trade  of  over  thirty  years.  My  firm  each  year 
purchases  a  large  number  of  seal- skins.  They  purchase  as  many,  if  not  mure,  than  any  other  house  in 
England  for  manufacturing  purposes  ;  I  am  therefore  familiar  with  the  seal-skin  market. 

2.  I  have  considered  carefully  the  question  of  the  differences  which  exist  between  Copper  and 
Alaska  skins.  The  chief  difference  is  undoubtedly  the  density  or  quality  of  the  fur,  the  Alaskas  being 
of  a  better  quality.  The  size  also  of  the  Alaskan  skins  run  larger  than  Coppers  The  Alaskas  are  also 
better  flayed,  cured,  and  handled  than  the  (  toppers. 

These  are  the  only  differences  of  winch  I  am  aware,  and  they  are  the  only  differences  which  affect 
the  question  of  price.  "  In  my  opinion,  there  is  qo  absolute  line  of  difference  between  the  Coppers  and 
Alaskas.  We  find  amongst  each  class  of  skins  a  considerable  percentage  which  resembles  the  other,  that  is 
to  sav,  that  in  inspecting  the  consignments  of  skins  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  there  are  fi  mini  a  large  per- 
centage which,  if  they  were  seen  elsewhere,  would  be  classed  as  Copper  skins,  and  in  inspecting  the 
Copper  consignments  there  is  a  considerable  percentage  which,  if  found  elsewhere,  would  be  classed  as 
Alaskas. 

3.  There  is  another  feature  in  relation  to  the  Alaska  skins,  viz.,  that  they,  for  the  most  part,  are 
entirely  composed  of  male  skins.  Of  late  years,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  year  1883' or  1884,  I  have 
noticed  amongst  this  consignment  a  certain  percentage  of  female  skins,  which  percentage  has  increased 
in  later  years. 

4.  I  have  to  some  extent  considered  the  question  of  regulations,  and  I  am  opposed  to  the 
suppression  of  the  north-west  catch,  but  I  consider  regulations  should  be  made  to  insure  its  being 
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in  a  regular  and  proper  manner,  such  as  the  institution  of  a  close  season  and  the  prohibition 
(if  the  use  of  rifles. 

I  think  the  disappearance  of  the  North- west  Catch  would  be  a  serious  less  to  the  fur  trade. 
Without  this  catch  the  entire  seal  business  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  lessees  of  the  islands,  who 
could  control  ii  entirely  as  they  wish,  and  this  1  think  would  be  a  very  dangerous  state  of  affairs. 

And  [  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  AUG.  ALLHAUSEN. 

Declared  at  No.  37,  Carter  Lane,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  16th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oatlis. 


I,  HENRY  POLAND,  of  No.  110,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  and  skin 
merchant,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  P.  R.  Poland  and  Son,  of  Xo,  110,  Queen  Victoria  Street  aforesaid, 
which  has  been  established  since  1785,  and  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  for  over  twenty-two 
years. 

2.  I  have  besides  taken  a  deep  interest  in  natural  history,  and  have  made  a  special  study  of  the 
fur-seal  and  other  fur-bearing  animals,  and  have  also  published  a  book  on  "  Fur-bearing  Animals" 
treating  on  these  subjects. 

3.  I  consider  that  to  a  skilled  expert  the  difference  between  Copper  Island  and  Alaska  fur-seal 
skins  can  readily  be  distinguished,  but  that  in  the  subsequent  processes  of  dressing,  dyeing,  &c,  such 
distinctions  disappear  to  a  great  extent. 

4.  That  the  chief  distinguishing  difference  between  the  Copper  Island  and  Alaska  skins  lies 
(taking  of  course  an  average  year;  that  the  Coppers  are  move  of  a  yellowish  brown  than  an  average 
Alaska,  although  I  have  known  one  year  when  the  Alaskas  were  lighter  in  colour  than  the  Copper 
Island  skins;  I  think  it  was  the  year  in  which  the  new  Company — the  North  American  Commercial 
Company — was  formed,  that  is,  1890. 

5.  Further,  I  admit  that  amongst  the  Copper  Island  catch  there  is  a  certain  percentage  of  skins 
which  are  for  the  most  part  undistinguishable  from  the  Alaska  (or  Pribyloff  Islands')  cat  h,  although 
that  percentage  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain.  At  a  guess  I  should  say  that  it  was  not  more  than 
30  per  cent.,  but  of  course  the  fur  of  some  of  these  would  be  less  dense. 

6.  I  have  also  noticed  in  the  Alaska  catch  that  there  are  in  some  particular  years  skins  which  are 
undistinguishable  from  Copper  Island  skins,  and  this  fact  is  borne  out  by  the  opinion  of  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  Collins,  a  well-known  dresser  and  a  good  authority  on  seal-skins,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  many  important  particulars  in  the  fur-seal  business. 

7.  The  next  difference  between  Copper  and  Alaska  skins  is  the  quality.  By  this  I  mean  density 
of  fur.  Density,  of  course,  signifies  a  greater  number  of  atoms  of  fur  on  the  animal.  This  is 
undoubtedly  the  chief  commercial  difference  between  the  Copper  and  Alaska  types.  Alaska  skins  are 
denser  in  fur,  or  better  in  quality,  and  the  value  is  consequently  greater. 

8.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  differences.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  fur  of  the  Alaska  type  is 
appreciably  longer,  or  that  the  shape  of  the  skin  differs. 

9.  In  the  last  few  years  excepting  1892  I  have  observed  a  larger  and  increasing  number  of  female 
skins  takeS'in  the  Alaska  catch.     Some  years  ago  a  female  skin  could  not  be  detected. 

lti.  That  in  the  differences  I  have  observed  between  the  Alaska  and  Copper  Island  seals  there  are 
not  thi-  slightest  grounds  which  would  lead  one  to  infer  that  the}'  were  a  distinct  species,  the 
variations  of  climate,  food,  &c,  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  to  account  for  the  differences  I  have 
mentioned. 

11.  In  saying  this  I  speak  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  naturalist,  as  well  as  from  that  of  a 
merchant,  and  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  seals  from  the  Pribyloff  Islands  must  often  migrate  to  the 
i  !i  immander  Islands,  and  vice  n  rsd.  A  seal  would  soon  lose  the  differences  in  the  changed  surroundings. 
In  natural  history  they  are  one  species,  the  northern  fur-seal. 

12.  As  regards  what  is  generally  known  as  the  "North-west  Catch,"  I  consider  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  proportion  of  females  to  males  taken  is  from  75  to  80  per  cent.  ;  in  "grey  pups"  and  "extra  small 
pups"  the  proportion  would  he  50  per  cent.  In  the  large  sizes  the  proportion,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  exceed  80  per  cent. 

13.  I  have  made  certain  suggestions  as  to  regulations  to  preserve  seal  life  in  my  previous 
depositions  on  the  United  States'  Case.  I  have  not  all  the  materials  which  would  enable  me  to  speak 
positively,  but  I  certainly  think  that  some  regulations,  such  as  a  close  or  partly  close  season  or  some 
kindred  arrangement,  should  be  introduced. 

14.  1  am  not  in  favour  of  the  suppression  of  pelagic  sealing  for  two  reasons:  (1)  it  would 
partially  close  the  open  market,  and  (2)  would  interfere  with  the  right  of  sealers  to  fish  in  the 
high  seas. 

15.  By  partially  closing  the  market,  I  mean  that  it  would  leave  the  monopoly  of  these  classes  of 
seals  in  the  hands  of  the  persons  leasing  the  islands,  and  it  would  give  an  undue  advantage  to  the 
lessees  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands  and  this  1  hold  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  trade  generally. 
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And  1  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  HENRY  POLAND. 

Declared  at   No.  110,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  in  the  City  of   London,  this  16th  day  of  January 
1893. 

Before  me : 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  34, 

LUDWIG  FELSENSTEIN.of  No.  1,  Edmunds  Buildings,  Jewin  Street,  EC,  solemnly  and  sincerely 
declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Felsenstein,  Brothers,  who  carry  on  business  in  London,  Leipzig, 
and  Fuerth  (Bavaria).     The  firm  has  been  established  sixty-one  years. 

2.  T  have  carefully  considered  the  amount  of  capital  employed  in  England  in  connection  with  the 
seal-skin  business.     1  don't  think  it  exceeds  more  than  b'00,00OZ.  at  the  very  most. 

3.  I  have  read  the  declarations  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Blatspiel  Stamp,  made  on  the  10th  January,  1892, 
and  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Sigmund  Apfel,  made  on  the  11th  January,  1802,  and  I  say  that  I  agree 
with  what  they  say  in  every  respect;  and  I  would  like  to  add  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  continuance  of 
the  North-west  Catch  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our  business.  1  believe  the  creation  of  a 
monopoly  in  the  lessees  of  the  islands,  which  its  suppression  means,  would  raise  the  price  of  seal-skins, 
and  [nit  them  out  of  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  consumer.  Moreover,  the  North-west  skin  is  very 
highly  appreciated  by  a  large  section  of  the  buyers  on  account  of  its  extreme  softness  and  silkiness. 

(Sigurd)  LUDWIG  FELSENSTEIN. 

Declared  at  the  Foreign  Office,  London,  before  me,  this  lGth  day  of  January,  1893. 
(Signed)  E.  F.  Day,  Commissioner. 


No.  35. 

I,  WESLEY  MARSHALL,  of  No.  30,  Friday  Street,  and  formerly  of  Nos.  58  and  GO,  Al derogate 
Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  manufacturer,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  W.  Marshall  and  Co.  My  firm  has  been  established  for  twelve 
years.  I  have  personally  had  an  experience  in  the  fur  trade  of  about  twenty-three  years.  My  firm, 
in  the  course  of  their  business,  annually  purchase  at  public  sales  and  elsewhere  a  considerable  quantity 
of  seal-skins,  most  of  which  we  have  dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London  dresser  and  dyer,  and  have 
them  subsequently  manufactured  into  articles  which  we  dispose  of  to  the  trade,  and  I  am  familiar  with 
the  seal-skin  market. 

2.  I  have  read  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Poland,  made  on  the  29th  day  of  November, 
1892,  and  I  agree  with  the  statements  therein  contained  in  every  particular. 

3.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"  The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  WESLEY  MARSHALL. 

Declared  at  No.  30,  Friday  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  17th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  36. 

I,  JULIUS  RICHARD  THAU,  of  No.  6,  Great  St.  Thomas  Apostle,  Queen  Street,  in  the  City  of 
London,  fur  merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows : — 

1.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hoffmann  and  Thau.  The  firm  has  been  established  since  the 
year  1883,  and  prior  to  that  year,  and  from  the  year  1878,  the  business  was  carried  on  under  the  style 
of  "  P.  W.  Hoffmann."  I  have  personally  had  an  experience  in  the  fur  trade  of  seventeen  years.  My 
firm,  in  the  course  of  their  business,  annually  purchase  at  public  sales  and  elsewhere  a  quantity  of  seal- 
skins, most  of  which  we  have  dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London  dresser  and  dyer,  and  subsequently 
we  dispose  of  them  to  the  trade.  I  conduct,  on  behalf  of  my  firm,  the  purchasing  of  the  skins,  and  I 
am,  therefore,  familiar  with  the  seal-skin  market. 

2.  I  have  read  the  declaration  of  Friedrich  August  Gustav  Weber,  made  on  the  15th  day  of 
December,  1892,  and  I  agree  with  the  statements  therein  made  in  every  particular. 
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3.  1  am  not  in  favour  of  the  total  suppression  of  the  North-west  Catch,  and  should  be  very 
strongly  to  any  arrangement  which  would  leave  the  monopoly  of  the  seal-skin  business 
entirely  in  the  han  ies  of  the  islands. 

4.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
-  The  Si  '  utorj   I >•■,  laration  Ac 

(Signed)  JULIUS  RICHARD  THAI'. 

I  leclared  by  Julius  Richard  Thau  at  No.  6,  Great  St.  Thomas  Apostle,  in  the  City  of  London,  this 
17th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me, 
(Signed)  Walter  B.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  37. 

I.   HENRY  MEYERS,  of  No.  150,  Cheapside,  in  tin  London,  furrier  and  skin  merchant, 

solemnly  ami  sineerely  declare  as  follows: — 

1.  1  am  the  sole  partner  in  the  firm  of  J.  and  H.  Meyers.     The  firm  has  been  established  since 

1872.  T  have  personally  had  an  experience  in  the  seal-skin  trade  of  twenty  years.  My  firm  in  the 
course  of  their  business  annually  purchase  a  considerable  quantity  of  seal-skins  at  public  sales  and 
elsewhere.     These  we    have   dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London  and  dyer,  and  have  them 

equently  manufactured  into  articles  which  wi  of  to  the  trade.     I  conduct  the  purchasing 

cf  the  skins,  and  I  am  therefore  very  familiar  with  the  seal-skin  market  in  London. 

2.  I  have  read  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Richard  Hemy  Poland,  declared  on  the  29th  day  of 
November,  1S92,  and  I  agree  with  the  contents  thereof  in  every  particular. 

3.  I  should  he  very  strongly  opposed  to  any  arrangement  which  would  leave  the  monopoly  of  the 
seal-skin  business  in  the  hands  of  the  lessees  of  the  islands.  I  think  this  would  he  interfering  with 
the  trade,  and  exceedingly  injurious  to  it.  I  am  i  of  opinion  that  some  regulations  are 
necessary  in  regard  to  the  North-west  Catch,  but  what  these  regulations  should  be  1  have  uot  sufficient 
information  at  my  disposal  to  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion.  I  should,  however,  not  he  in  favour  of  the 
total  suppression  of  the  North-wi  sf  <  latch. 

4.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  bv  virtue  of 
"The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  HENRY  MEYERS. 

Declared  at  No.  150,  Cheapside,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  18th  day  of  January,  1893. 
Before  me  : 
(Signed)  Henry  P>.  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 


No.  38. 

I,  AP.Y  ULLMANN,  of  No.  3.  Edmund  Place.  Aldersgate  Street,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur 
merchant,  solemnly  and  sincerely  i !  !  — 

1.  T  am  connected  with  the  firm  of  Jos.  Vllmann,  of  No.  3.  Edmund  Place  ifon  -aid.  The  firm 
have  also  establishments  at  New  York  and  at  Leipzig.  The  firm  has  1  een  in  existence  for  thirty-eight 
years.     I  have  personally  had  an  experience  in  the  fur  tn  rs. 

2.  My  firm  import  a  considerable  quantity  of  North-west  I  i  kins,  and  purchase  at  public  sales 
Alaskas,*€Eppers,  and  North-west  '  oast  skins.  1  conduct  the  purchasing  of  these  skins  on  behalf  of 
my  firm,  and  I  am  therefore  familiar  with  the  seal-skin  market  in  London.  The  skins  so  purchased 
we  have  dressed  and  dyed  by  some  London  dresser  and  dyer,  ami  subsequently  we  supply  the  trade 
both  here  and  abroad. 

3.  The  Alaska  skins  as  a  rule  are  much  better  in  quality.  By  quality  1  mean  that  the  hair  is 
denser  than  that  of  the  Copper  Island  skins.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  reason  why  Ala:  more 
valuable  than  Coppers. 

4.  1  have  often  considered  the  question  of  Regulations,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  some  are 
necessary,  but  whal  these  Regulations  should  he  I  "nave  not  sufficient  information  at  my  disposal  to 
enable  me  to  form  a  judgment :  but  1  should  certainly  not  be  in  favour  of  the  suppression  of  the  North- 
west Catch,  bei  m  i    I  consider  it  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  fur  trade  generally. 

And  1  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  content    to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
"The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed)  ABY  ULLMANN. 

Declared  at  the  Commercial  Sale  Rooms,  Mincing  Lane,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  19th  day  of 
January,  1893. 

Before  me : 
(Signed)  Henry  P..  Priest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 
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No.  39. 

I,  CHARLES  ALFRED  SUGDEN,  of  No.  12,  Aldermanbury,  in  the  City  of  London,  fur  merchant, 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  as  follows  : — 

1.  1  am  the  sole  partner  in  the  firm  of  C.  A.  Sugden  and  Co.  The  firm  has  been  established  for 
thirty-six  years  :  for  twenty-six  years  as  Sugden,  Son,  and  Nephew,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  as  0.  A. 
Sugden  and  Co.  I  have  personally  bad  fifteen  years'  experience  in  the  fur  trade.  My  firm,  in  the 
course  of  their  business,  annually  purchase  a  considerable  quantity  of  seal-skins  at  public  sales  and 
elsewhere,  and  I  am  therefore  familiar  with  the  seal-skin  market  in  London. 

2.  I  have  read  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Eichard  Henry  Poland,  made  mi  the  20th  day  of  November 
1892,  and  agree  with  the  statements  therein  contained  in  every  way. 

3.  And  I  make  this  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  contents  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of 
'The  Statutory  Declaration  Act,  1835." 

(Signed;  CHAS.  A.  SUGDEN, 

Declared  at  No.  12,  Aldermanbury,  in  the  City  of  London,  this  19th  day  of  January,  1893 
Before  me  : 
(Signed)  Heniiy  B.  Pbiest, 

A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 
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ONDON,   AND   THE    PERCENTAGE    OF    SMALL    AND    LARGE    SlZES. 


Year. 


i  Skins, 

,lty,  &c. 


1873 


1874     • 


1875     1 


1876 


1877 


1878 


1879 


1880 


1881 


1882 


II 


12 


26 


Total  Small 

Sizes 
for  the  Year. 


48,413 


Total  of 

"  Alaskas  " 

in  each 
Catalogue. 


50,450    -J 


53,106 


40,268    -i 


28,814 


50,349 


49,155 


1  f 

J-    48,110   -j 


51,836 


59,949 


40,146   -,' 
61,895    | 

f 
40,045    ■{ 

1,214 

60,038 

39,520 
59,657    | 

r 

I 
38.C60   ■{ 

I 
50,009 

14,756 
57,754 

45,339 
73,626 

26,895 
75,558    | 

24,459   } 
80,119   J 

20,301  <j 
I 
I 

79,812    | 

r 
i 

19,992    i 

( 

80,959   J 


Number  of  Skins 

of  other  Classes  included 

in  Catalogue. 


21,974    C.  I. 
1,518   Lima,  &c. 

671   Lima 


28,290  C.  I. 

3,449  Washed 

189  N.  W.  C  dry 

3,502  N.  W.  C. 

1,012  Lima 

254  C.  I. 

192  Pat. 

2,141  N.W.C.,dry,&c 

268  N.  W.  C. 

178  Lima 

24,241  C.I. 

2,302  C.  H.,  &c. 

2,012  S.  G. 

1,662  C.  H. 

120  Lima 

33,219  C.  I. 

3,026  R.  I. 

1,143  C.  H. 

2,367  N.W.C.dry,  &c. 

423  A.,  washed 

2.4U8  N.  W.  C. 

657  L.  I.,  &c. 

641  S.  G. 

580  Pat.,  washed 

25,380  C.  I. 

1,530  R.  I. 

414  C.  I. 

65  S.  G. 

2,435  S.  S.,  dry 


17,674 
1,940 


191 


C.I. 

R.  I. 

21  N.  W.  C. 
80  N.  W.  C. 
S.  S.,  &c, 

washed 


27,117  C.  I. 

3,320  R.  I. 

2,195  N.  W.  C, 

1,207  Lima  (?) 

1,209  N.  W.  C. 

31,879  C.  I. 

3.852  R.  I. 

1,393  N.  W.  C. 

1,056  C.  H. 

1,832  N.  VV.  C, 

676  C.  H. 

441  W.  C. 

45,202  C.  I. 

7,018  C.  H. 

3,301  R.  I. 

384  W.  C. 

205  S.  G. 

1 1  N.  W.  C. 

929  W.  C. 

504  C.  H.,  &c. 

39,337  C.  I. 

7,422  C    H. 

4,193  R.  I. 

1,467  Jap. 

554  N,  W.  C. 

6,291  N.  W.  C. 

595  C.  H. 

591  W.  C. 

3  S.  3. 


&c. 


&c. 


Total 

of  ail  kinds 

included 

in 

Catalogue. 


63,638 
62,566 

71,973"! 

8,305  [• 
60,424 


78,838~ 


54,295  j 


64,974" 


73,897. 


69,639"! 


I      83,068  j 


I 

!-       76,4  72" 


J 

}       81.245J 


72,965"! 


88,442 


Total  of 
Alaskas  for 
the  Year. 


102,041 


101,297 


99,177 


88,669 


72,560 


118,965 


102,453 


104,578 


100,113 


100,951 


Percentage 

of  Total 

of 

Small  Sizes 

to  Total 
of  Alaskas 

for 
the  Year. 


4745 


49-80 


53-55 


45-41 


39-74 


42-32 


47-98 


46-00 


51-78 


59-38 


Year. 


1873 


1874 


1875 


1876 


1877 


1878 


1879 


I860 


1881 


1882 


3  U 
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Table  I. Abstract  of  Catalogues  of  ALASKAN  Seal  Public  Sales,  showing  Number  of  different  Sizes  sold  annually  in  London,  and  the  Percentage  of  Small  ani>  Large 


Date  of  Catalogue  from  which 
information  taken. 


ALASKAN   SEALS. 


18T7 


879    J 


1680 


Apr.    8.     CM.  Lampson  and  Co. 

Dec.    9.  „  ,. 

Mar.  13.  .,  .. 

Sept.  9.  ,.  .. 

Not.  18. 

Mar.    3. 

Not.  23.  „  „ 


Mar.  19. 
Not.  23. 


Mar.  26. 
Not.  15. 


Mar.  18. 
Oct.  29. 


Wigs. 


Larger  Sizes. 


Large 
Middlings. 


1,655 
5,060 


3,144 

1,469 
1,027 


1,363 

398 
1,655 

1,537 


696 
406 


3,277 


Middlings 

and  Smalls. 


1,922 
0,201 


[118] 


6,387 

2,875 
2,691 


395 

5,224 


2,027 
4,635 

1,240 

10,783 


5,577 


5,434 
11,383 


11,155 

6,203 
9,215 


9,579 

3,286 
14,060 

9,515 
14,961 

5,386 
15,977 

3,656 
17,311 


8,930 


Large  Pups 


7,855 
13,673 


13,679 

8,913 
13,574 

9,038 


3,554 
15,056 

10,748 
20,475 

5,504 
18,767 


14,688 


Total  Large 

Sizes 
for  tho  Year. 


I    53,623    -J 


Smaller  Sizes. 


Middlit 

PupB. 


■    50,847    -I 


43,696 


53,298 


41,002   ■ 


9,334 
13,201 


9,200 


14,109 

10,370 
17,419 


3,704 
13,050 

8,912 
19,859 

6,309 
21,029 

6,523 


21,750 


23,920 


Small  Pups. 


9,052 
8,810 


9,954 


9,759 

8,243 
12,374 


9,752 

2,592 
7,199 


Extra  Small 
Pups. 


6,006 
15,507 


3,274 


5,370 


3,919 
2,378 


4,555 


1,005 

1,387 
3,3 1» 


Extra 

Extra  Small 

Pups. 


496 
1,510 

1,286 
1,036 

1,041 
1,237 


2,577 


Grey  Pups. 


580 
163  smaller 


1,191 


1,477 
974  smaller 


Number  of  Skins 

of  other  Classes  included 

in  Catalogue. 


Total 

of  .,11  kinds 

included 

in 

Catalogue. 


Total  of 

Msrirn  bf 

the  Year. 


21,971    C.  I. 
1,518    Lima,  4c. 

671   Lima 


28,290   C.  I. 
3,419    Washed 

189    N.  W.  C,  dry 

3,502  N.  \V.  c. 

1,012  Lima 

254    C.  I. 

192    Pat. 

2.111  N.W.C.,drr,&c 

268    N.  W.  C. 

178  Lima 

24,241  C.I. 

2,3(12  C.  H.,  See. 

2,012  S.  G. 

1,602  C.  H. 

120  Lima 

33,219  C.  I. 
3,020    R.  I. 

1,143  C   H. 

2,307  N.W.C.,dry,&c. 

423  A.,  washed 

2,408  N.  W.  C. 

057  L.  I.,  &c. 

641  S.  G. 

580  Pat.,  washed 

25,380  C.  I. 

1,530  R.  I. 

414  C.  I. 

65  S.  G. 

2,435  S.  S.,  dry 

17,074  C.  I. 

1,940  R.  I. 

21  N.  W.  C. 

80  N.  W.  C. 

191  S.  S.,  Stc, 
washed 

27,117  C.  I. 

3,320  R.  I. 

2,195  N.  W.  C,  &c. 

1,207  Lima  (?) 

1,209  N.  W.  C. 

31.S79  C.  I. 

3.852  R.  I. 

1,3113  N.  W.  C. 

1,050  C.  H. 

1,832  N.  W.  C,  Sec. 

670  C.  H. 

441  W.  C. 

45,202  C.  I. 

7,018  C.  H. 

3,301  R.  I. 

3S4  W.  C. 

2  IS  s   G. 

1 1  N.  W.  C 

929  V.  C. 

501  C.  H 


V      63,638 
62; 


,6381 
,560  J 


H.973" 


68,075 
61,439 


78,838 


54,295  j 


41,666 
60,668 

61.974 
73,897 

59.521 
77,974 

09,039'] 
63,068 


it 


39.337  C.  I. 

7.422  C    H. 

J. 1113  R.  I. 

1,407  Jap. 

554  N.  W. 

6,294  N.  w. 

S95  C    II. 

591  W.  C. 

3  S.  S. 


J 

\      81.245J 

1 

;■      72,905 


of  Tutsi 

Small  .Sixes 

to  Total 
of 

for 
the  Year. 


8,305  |-         101,297 


00,424 


I 

J.I        100,951 

88.442 


47   45  VSll 


49-80  i  =  n 


53  -55  1875 


39-74 


42-32  1  =  7 


47-98 


46  00  13S0 


MM 
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Year. 


1  Skins, 
lty,  &c. 


Total  Small 

Sizes 
for  the  Year. 


1883 


1884 


1885 

1836 

1887 

1888 

1889 
1890 

1891 

1892 


22 

36 

94 

77 

42 

2 

11 


r 

i 

46,265   -1 


r 

57,015  -| 


Total  of 
"Alaskas" 

in  each 
Catalogue. 


Number  of  Skins 

of  other  Classes  included 

in  Catalogue. 


48,033 


61,317   -l 

68,988 

69.92Q 

79,621 
11,948 

I    10,534   -1 

2,533 


936,629 


19,237 


61,617 


15,742 


73 


,793   | 


( 
28,114   \ 

{ 

79,637 

19,871 

102,295 

104,059 

100,016 

100,037 
20,994 

4,158 
13,494 

7,554 


4,106    R.  I. 
36,951    C.  1. 
2,946   C.  H.,  &c. 

942   N.  W.  C. 

790   Jap. 

400   W.  C. 
2,022    N.  W.  C, 

209   C.  H. 

26,664  C.  I. 

2,037  R.  I. 

5,112  C.  H. 

764  Jap. 

2)9  N.  W.  C. 

613  C.  H. 

6,866  N.  W.  C. 

49,078  C.  I. 

3,644  R.  I. 

2,804  C.  H. 

1,148  Jap.,  &c. 

331  N.  W.  C. 

132  C.  H.,  &c. 

41,764  C.  I. 

6,716  Jap. 

1,832  R.  I. 

1,537  N.  W.  C. 

1,714    N.  W.  C. 

3,525  N.  W.  C. 
898  Jap.,  &c. 
255   Cal. 

8,491  N.  W.  C. 
512    Jap. 


Total 

of  all  kinds 

included 

in 

Cutalogue. 


&c. 


65,3721 
I 
[. 

i  I 

|      63.798J 


50,538 


81,272  I 


}•      85,119" 


Total  of 

Alaskas  for 

tho  Year. 


80,854 


J 


79,769, 


89,535 


107,751 

122,166 

104,059 

100,016 

100,037 
20,994 

17,652 

7,554 


Percentage 

of  Total 

of 

Small  Sizes 

to  Total 
of  Alaskas 

for 
the  Year. 


Year. 


57-22 


1S83 


63-68 


1884 


1,741,372 


44-58 

50-19 

66-30 

69  91 

79-59 
56-91 

59-68 

33-53 


1885 

1S86 

1887 

1888 

1889 
1890 

1891 

1892 


53-79 


(  256  ) 


Date  of  Catalogue  from  which 
inljrroation  taken. 

ALASKAN  SEALS. 

Number  of  Skins 

of  other  Classes  included 

in  Catalogue. 

Total 

of  all  kinds 

included 

in 

Catalogue. 

Total  of 
Alaskas  for 
too  Year. 

!'*:     -,=.7r 

M  7  .-... 

of 

■  ". ...  -  z  .1 

to  Total 
of  Alaskas 

for 
the  Year. 

Larger  Sizes. 

Smaller  Sizes. 

Total  of 
"  Alaskas" 

in  each 
Catalogue. 

Year. 

Wigs. 

Large 
Middlings. 

Middlings. 

Mi.lillinjs 
and  Smalls. 

Smalls. 

Large  Pups. 

Total  Large 

Sizes 
for  the  Year. 

Middling 
Pups. 

Small  Pups. 

Extra  Small 
Pups. 

Extra 

Extra  Small 

Pups. 

Grey  Pups. 

Black  Pups. 

Odd  Skins, 
Faulty,  &c. 

Total  Small 

Sizes 
for  the  Year. 

1883     \ 

Mar.  19.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 
Oct.  31.                 

100 
83 

■• 

500 
902 

1,411 
2,223 

2,355 
8,486 

4,065 
14,464 

r 

■    34,589   ■ 

5,206 
19,722 

5,252 
13,379 

348 
833 

-         { 

869 
656  smaller 

}       - 

•• 

i     r 

j-    46,265  -! 
J                   [ 

f 
19,237  J 

L 
61,617   { 

4,106   R.  I. 
36,951   C.  1. 
2,946  C.  H.,  4c. 

S42   N.  W.  C. 

790  Jap. 

400  W.  C. 
2,022   N.  W.  C,  &c. 

209   C.  H. 

[     65,372~1 

i                  \ 
\     63.798J 

80,854 

57-22 

1884     J 

Mar.  31. 

Not.  19.               .,            .. 

78 

•• 

557 
250 

1,107 
1,915 

2,505 
6,484 

3,778 
15,846 

( 
S-    32,520   1 

J                   I 

5,155 

21,215 

2,432 

21,650 

130 
1,252 

1,457 

724 

~\          r 

I    57,015   J 
J                   I 

15,742  ■ 
73,793   | 

26.664  C.  J. 
2,037   R.  1. 
5,112   C.  H. 

764  Jap. 

219    N.  W.  C. 

613    C.  H. 
6,866  N.  W.  C. 

I      50,538"] 
V      81,272  J 

89,535 

63'68 

1384 

1885     i 

Mar.  30. 

Not.   2.               „            ,, 

89 

252 
1,319 

454 
4,094 

2,767 
16,658 

6,931 
27,154 

>    59,718  1 

9,960 
20,144 

7,272 
9,093 

478 
1,080 

•• 

•• 

6 

I    48,033  J 

28,114   J 
79,637 

49,078  C.  I. 
3,644  R.  I. 
2,804  C.  H. 
1,148    Jap.,  &c. 

331    N.  W.  C. 

132   C.  H.,  &C. 

\     85,1191 
79.769J 

107,751 

44-53 

1885 

1886     1 

Mar.  19. 

Oct.  27.                „            ii 

60 
133 

495 
1,177 

1,183 
4,753 

4,005 
13,283 

7,117 
28,643 

>    60,849  J. 

5,205 

30,803 

1,601 
17,051 

205 
3,849 

-         { 

1,481 
1,100  smaller 

\       " 

22 

L   61,317  I 

19,871  i 
102,295 

41,764  C.  I. 
6,716   Jap. 
1,832    R.  I. 
1,537    N.  W.  C. 

1,714    N.  W.  C. 

i.      71,720] 
IOLOO9J 

122,166 

50  19 

1S86 

1S87    .. 

Not.    8.                 ,. 

29 

696 

2,254 

8,950 

23,142 

35,071 

35,585 

24,784 

4,426 

••{ 

3,761 

396  smaller 

}       - 

36 

68,988 

104,059   I 

3,525  N.  W.  C. 
898  Jap.,  &c. 
255   Cal. 

L    108,717 

104,059 

66-30 

1887 

1889    .. 

Not.   6.               >i            ,, 

2 

177 

2,318 

9,297 

18,302 

30,096 

36,655 

29,208 

3,963 

•• 

•• 

94 

69,92p 

100,016  { 

8,491   N.  W.  C. 
512   Jap. 

|    109,019 

100,016 

69  91 

j... 

1889    .. 

Oct.  30.                „            „ 

221 

2,133 

7,020 

11,042 

-   20,416 

26,481 

33,811 

18,731 

521 

77 

79,621 

100,037 

100,037 

100,037 

79-59 

1889 

1890    .. 

Oct.  27.                .,            .. 

659 

12 

3,032 

5,343 

9,046 

7,984 

8,851      ' 

71 

.. 

42 

11,948 

20,994 

20,994 

20,994 

56-91 

1890 

1891     < 

Jan.  23. 
Oct.  26. 

1 

8 

37 
172 

285 
2,311 

467 
3,837 

I      7,118   \ 

1,019 
4,697 

1,446 
2,209 

879 
219 

22 

•• 

2 
11 

I    10,534   i 

4,158 
13,494 

•• 

4,158] 
13,491  J 

17,652 

59-68 

1891 

1892    .. 

Not.  24. 

312 

2,252 

2,457 

5,021 

2,076 

399 

58 

•• 

•• 

■• 

2,533 

7,554 

7,554 

7,554 

33-53 

1892 

936,629 

1,741,372 

53-79 

in  London,  and  showing  Percentage  of  Skins  which  could  not 


Xt 


Mil  Skins, 
'aulty,  &c. 


is; 


187 


187 


187 


135 


is: 


is; 


18 


18 


23 


29 


16 


186 


25 
55 


98 
I 

14 

"l 
16 


2 
-15 
17 


105 
14 


37 

21 
4 

14 

12 

Gl 


Total  Small 
for  the  Year. 


}  5"{ 


3,474 


I         920   \ 


■      3,040   -j 


2,916 


1,909   J 


J-      5,515 
I 

I 

J 

1 


Total  of 
North-west 
Coast  Sals 

in  each 
Catalogue. 


J-      8.72S    <| 


S-      6,108    -| 


1,800 
1,182 


3,502 

1,955 
1,553 

1,436 
780 


2,210    ■{ 


793 
2,356 


2,408 


3,667 
775 

1,169 

2.905 
264 
603 

1,850 


1,763 

2,703 
3,769 
1.C46 

1,209 


1,449 


2,770 


538 


.828   j 


1 

1,491 
1,526 
3,845 

2,966 


Number  of  Skins  of 

other  Classes  included  i 

Catalogue. 


214    Washed,  &c. 


1,214  A. 

1,0112  Lima 

254  C.  I. 

102  Pat. 

186  Various, 


mi.-.ed, 
dressed,  &c. 


81    A. 
709    C.  II. 


3S,G60  A. 

33,219  C.  I. 

3,026  11.  I. 

1,143  C.  H. 

423  A.  washed 

157  N.  W.  C.  washed, 

stale 

152  Washed   stale 

50,009  A." 

657  L.  I.,  &c. 

611  S.  G. 

580  Pat.,  washed 

181  Washed,  &c. 


235    Washed,  &e. 


116    C    H. 
26    S.  S. 


75.558    A. 
1,207    Lima 


24,459  A. 

38,899  C.  I. 

3.852  R.  I. 

1,056  C.  H. 

1.G62  C.'k. 

248  Aust. 

813  Aust. 

615  S.  L. 

403  C.  H. 

80,119  A.  ' 

383  N.  W.  C,  washed 

076  C.  H. 

441  W.  C. 


Total 

of  all  kinds 

included 

in 

Catalogue. 


I 


902    Jap. 
15   S.  S. 


171    C.  H.,  &c. 


2,014 
1,182 


0,104 

2,141 
1,553 

2,229 

780 


78,838 


945 
2,356 

54,295 


3.84S 
775 

1,404 

2,905 
204 
603 

1,880 


1,905 

2,703 
3,709 
1,646 

77974 


1,334 
69,639 

712 

3,095 
1,468 
1,857 

2,763 

1,589 

83,068 

2,770 
538 


2,745 

1.491 
1,526 
4,016 

2,966 


Total  of 
North-west 
Coast  Seals 

for 
the  Year. 


2,982 


1-        7,<H0 


2,216 


7,7G7 


4,442 


6,821 


11,090 


-      15,227 


}■      11,656 


Percentage 

of  Total 

Of 

Small  Sizes 

to  Total 

of 

North-west 

Coast  Seals 

for  the  Year. 


20  02 


49-50 


41-52 


39   14 


45-38 


27  99 


49-73 


57-32 


52-40 


Year. 


1873 


1874 


1875 


1876 


1877 


1878 


1879 


1880 


1831 


(     257     ) 
Tqll    IT— V    tract  of  Catalogues  of  NORTH-WEST  COAST  Seal  Public  Sales,  showing  Number  of  different  Sizes  sold  annually  in  London,  and  showing  Percentage  of  Skins  which  could  not 

POSSIBLY,    BY    REASON    OF    THEIR    SlZE,    BE    SKINS    OF    BEARING   FEMALES. 


— j ■ 

NORTH-WEST  COAST  SEALS. 

Percentage 

Number  of  Skins  of 

of  all  kinds 

Total  of 

Of 

- 

Small  Size1*- 

I     Date  of  Catalogue  from  nlii.li 

Large  Sizps. 

Total  of 
North-west 
CoM9t  Seals 

in  each 
Catalogue, 

other  Classes  included  ill 
Catalogue. 

in,  lodi  ,1 

in 

Catalogue. 



for 
the  Year. 

to  Total 

of 

■ 

for  the  Year. 

Year. 

Information  mkiii. 

Wigs. 

Middlings. 

Middlings 

and 

Smalls. 

Smalls. 

Large 

Pups. 

Large  and 

Middling 

?ups  (mixed). 

Middling 
Pups. 

Total  Large 

Sizes 
or  the  Year. 

Middling  and 

Small  Pups 

(mixed). 

Small  Pups. 

Extra  Small 
Pups. 

Extra 

Extra  Small 

Pups. 

Grey  Pitps. 

Odd  Skins, 
Faulty,  &c. 

Total  Small 
Sizes 

or  the  Year. 

1S73     i 

Mar.  12.     Cuiverwell  ., 

(Dry).. 

176 

215 

514 
213 

•■K    }  W 

!34 
132 

43 

1X5 

| 
23 

r    -M 

1,800 
1,182 

21 1    Washed,  4c. 

2.0!4 
1,1X2 

2,982 

20  02 

1873 

Nov.  12.     Hudson  Bay  Company. 

5 

'" 

- 

r 

r 

| 

1,214    A. 

1 

6,164 

Sept.    9.    C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

-       \ 

94 

•• 

557 

SOS 

393 

■     3,536  ■ 

20 

420 

423 

1,081 

1 

•  3,474  ■( 

3,502  i 

1,002    Lima 
254    C.  I. 
192    Pat. 

>        7,010 

49  M 

1S74 

1874     • 

Sept.    9. 

Not.    6.     Hudson  Bay  Comply. 

(Dry)., 

71 

314 

429 

27s 

227 

459 

177 

1 

1,955    | 

186   Various,     mixed, 
dressed,  &c. 

}  2,1,1  : 

11 

.. 

330 

•• 

303 

248          J                     L 

106 

205 

•• 

321 

29 

j          1 

1,553 

1,553  j 

1875     ■! 

Sept,   9.     CM. Lampson  and  Co. 
Dec.  10.     Hudson  Bay  Company 

5 

66 

56 
127 

163 

269 
60 

93 
111 

194 
147 

>   1,296     \ 
r 

•■ 

251 
228 

172 

•• 

167 
86 

16 

I         920   \ 

r 

1,436   | 
780 

r 

81    A. 
709   C.  11. 

36,660   A. 

\        2,229 

780 

L        2,216 

4152 

1875 

r 

33.219   C.  I. 
3,026    It.  1. 

I 

1 

Mar.  24.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

(Dry)      41) 

19.) 

•• 

220 

242 

'• 

294 

S      4.727   - 

" 

638 

SE2 

" 

18 

186 

■      3,040   \ 

2,210  J 

L 

1,143   C.  H. 
423   A.  washed 
157    N.  W.  C.  washed, 
stale 

•      78,838 
J 

7,767 

3914 

1976 

1876     • 

Aug.  31. 

Not.     3.     Hudson  Bay  Company. 

(Dry)        1 
9 

171 

64 
561 

345 
491 

216 
415 

f 

.. 

87 
493 

55 
139 

109 

25 
55 

793 

2.356 

r 

152   Washed  stale 
50,009    A.  ' 

945 
2,350 
"1 

Nov.  30.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

11 

" 

298 

592 

•• 

564 

)                  I 

71 

329 

133 

••     { 

380 

25  blaek  pups 

} 

I 

2,408  i 

657    L.  I.,  &,-. 

Oil    S.  G. 

580    Pat.,  washed 

>      51,295 

J 

1877     | 

Mar.  19. 

Nov.     7.     Hudson  Bay  Company. 

(Dry)        1 
3 

61 
!.7 

46 

267 
159 

885 
137 

67 

531 
142 

}      2,426  | 

261 

456 
119 

Ell 
64 

•• 

165 
43 

98 
1 

1      2,916   | 

3,067 
775 

181    Washed,  &c. 

5,849 

775 

|        4,442 

45  38 

1877 

(r 

Var.  22.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 
July  23. 

(Dry)        8 

18 
133 

•• 

124 
1,129 

240 
802 

198 
288 

I                   ( 

55 
73 

233 
255 

203 
76 

16  black  pups 
144 

14 

1                   [ 

1.169 
2,905 

264 

603 

235    Washed,  &c. 

1,404 

2,905 
204 
603 

1 
j 

i 

1S;E     i 

Pept.    3.     Hudson  Bay  Company. 
Oct.     4.             „ 

1 

8 

3 
9 

7 
34 

31 
80 

58 
101 

\      4,912  1 

90 
219 

44 
46 

.. 

29 
87 

1 
16 

t      1,909  -! 

1-        6.S21 
) 

27-99 

le"? 

l 

Oct.  30.     GoadRigg  .. 

'     i 

309  large  mids. 
307  mids. 

}      " 

536 

175 

•• 

307 

i         I 

108 

65 

•• 

70 

j                   I 

1,880 

1,880 

f 

Aug.  29.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

124 

96 

.. 

142 

79 

91 

|         | 

112 

::  f 

969 
146  ex.  small 
4  black  pups 

} 

1,763   | 

116  C  II. 

20   S.  S. 

1        1.905 

1 
,„-„      1 

Sept.    5. 

Sept,    5.     Dyster,  Nalder             . . 

Oct.   10.     Hudson  Bay  Company. 

136 

#< 

679 

506 

13 

555 

1 

j-      5,575    • 

I 

532 

82 

398 

2 

5,513    ■ 

i 

2.703 

2.703 
3,769 
1,046 

1      77  974 

.      11, 000 

49  73 

1879 

1879     ■( 

2 

353 
23 

:: 

484 
107 

1,032 
329 

692 
274 

" 

347 
264 

304 
130 

510 
452 

15 
17 

3,769 
1,046 

7.',.7.;>f)  A. 

1 

Oct.  29.     C.  M,  Lampson  and  Co. 

.. 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

■• 

5 

1 

J                    I 

6 

•• 

1.193 

•• 

1,209   \ 

1,207    Lima 

J 

M:r.    5.             „                    #, 

(Dry)        2 

.. 

11 

25 

93 

.. 

84 

79 

321 

423 

191 

105 

"i          r 

1,334 

r 

24,459    A. 

1,334 
] 

1 

Mar.    8.             ,, 

104 

94 

3 

234 

222 

•• 

190 

53 

161 

1 

••  { 

1 
316  black  pups 

} 

14 

1,393  1 

3S.S99    C.  I. 
3,852    K.  I. 

1,050    C.  H. 

l      69,639 

June  11.     Dyster,  Nalder 

41 

96 

54 

53 

58 

.. 

410 

712 

712 

,  .TuW    12.     ('.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 
July   12.     Dyster,  Nalder 
July  27.         „ 

1 

54 
79 
79 

186 

122 
195 

149 
149 
209 

*37 

152 
124 
187 

"l5 

97 
111 
163 

444 

132 
121 

■  • 

2tm 

6«2 
90 

"9 

1,433 
1,220 
1,044 

1,745    | 

1,662   C.  H. 

218    Aust. 
813    Aust. 
015    S.  L. 
403    C.  11. 

1,469 

1.S57 

|        2.703 

I860     ■ 

Aug.  19.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

32 

197 

267 

,, 

251 

■      6,499   • 

,. 

226 

231 

••    { 

368 
115  black  pups 

} 

8 

\      8,723   \ 

[       15.227 

1 

57  32 

1S30 

Oct.    6.    Dyster,  Nalder           .. 

7 

101 

319 

272 

166 

268 

290 

161) 

j 

1,589 

r 

80,119   A. 

1.589 
1 

■ 

1  Oct.   26.     CM.  Lampson  and  Co. 

18 

9 

41 

37 

18 

61 

61 

36 

••    { 

1,090 

32  black  pups 

} 

37 

1,449   i 

383    N.  W.  C,  washed 
076   C.  H. 

I     83,068 

[ 

441    W.C 

J 

Oct.  26.     Hudson  Bay  Company 

7 

39 

385 

669 

414 

.. 

481 

327 

••    { 

424 
3  black  pups 

} 

21 

2.770 

2,770 

Oct.   26.             „ 

lllry)         3 

80 

63 

88 

34 

J 

-        { 

260  small  and 
ex.  sm.  pups 

}       " 

4 

I 

538 

•• 

53S 

J 

j  Mar.  11.     Culverwell  ,. 

11 

122 

211 

387 

454 

398 

231 

,, 

14 

c 

1,828   ■[ 

902  Jap. 

15    S.  S. 

|          -'7  1.-, 

I  ■  Aug.    5.     C.  M.  Lampoon  and  Co. 

132 

171 

208 

36 

379 

324 

241 

1.491 

1.191 
1,526 

4.1110 

.      11,656 

52  40 

1S51 

1881     {1  Aug.  26.     Dyster,  Naldtt 

51 

199 

298 

24 

243 

■      5,543   ■ 

390 

222 

96 

■      6,108   • 

1,526 

1     Sept.  13.     C.  M.  Lampoon  and  Co 

28 

451 

540 

6 

477 

815 

1,101 

415 

12 

3.815 

171    C.  II..  &c. 

Oct.  29.     Hudson  Bay  Company 

8 

25 

2C2 

648 

589 

- 

689 

412 

•'•'    { 

2119 
3  black  pups 

} 

61 

J 

2,966 

2,966 

1 

Year. 


Odd  Skins, 
Faulty,  &c. 


1S82 


18S3 


1884 


1885 


1886 


1887 


1888 


10 


11 


163 
5 
1 

127 


24 


13 


157 

2 


6 

60 


37 

21 


41 


140 

38 

43 
50 


Total  Small 

Sizes 
for  the  Year. 


•    12,756    • 


Total  of 

Nokth-west 
Coast  Seals 

in  each 
Catah'gue. 


■       2,338    ■ 


5,960 


r 


1,868 


7,300 


15,598 


11,140 


Number  of  Skins 

of  other  Classes  included 

in  Catalogue. 


513 

554 

275 
5,577 
5,871 

6,294 


942    .{ 

1,819 

518 

614 

6,866 

521 

2,141 

331 
1,221 

1,537   ■ 

1,005 
2,155 

7,566 

1,714 

2,n71 

25,606 
2,871 

5,781 

3,525 

1,864 

479 
536 

11,891 

5,800 
2,281 
8,491 
2,068 


Total 

of  all  kinds 

included 

in 
Catalogue. 


974  C.  H..  &c. 

84  W.  C. 

39,337  C.  I. 

19,992  A. 

4.193  R.  I. 

7,422  C.  H. 

1,467  Jap. 

2,186  C.  H. 


700  West  Aust. 

78,959  A. 

595  C.   11. 

591  VV.  C. 

3  S.  S. 

36,951  C.  I. 

19,237  A. 

4,106  R.I. 

2,916  C.  H.,  &c. 

790  Jap. 

400  W.  C. 

61,567  A. 

209  C.  H. 

203  N.W.C.washeJ. 


1,793    Washed,  stale. 
73,793    A. 
613    C.  H. 


889    N.    W.    C.    and 
C.  H.,  washed, 
&c. 
28,114    A. 
49,078    C.  I. 
3,644    Ii.  I. 
2,804    C.  H. 
1,148    Jap.  &c. 
567    C.  H. 
6    W.  C. 


19,871  A. 

41,764  C.  I. 

6,716  Jap. 

1,832  R.  1. 


909  C.  H. 

167  Jap. 

1,035  Cal. 

102,295  A. 


1,109    Washed 

pieces,  &c. 


104,059    A. 

878   Jap.,  &c. 
255    Cal. 


183  Crozet  Island 

2,042  Jap. 

1,302  C.  H. 

245  C.   H. 

120  S.  S. 

2,850  Jap. 

100,016  A. 

512  Jap. 

565  Jap. 


and 


Total  of 

North-west 
Coast  Seals 
for  the  Year. 


1,576 

72,91.5 

2,761 
5,577 
6,571 

86,112 


65,372 


63.798 

518 

2,407 

81,272 

521 

3,030 


85,119 


1,794 


71,720 

1,005 
3,231 

8,601 

104, ong 
2,071 

25,606 
3,980 

5,781 

108,717 

1,846 

602 
536 

15,235 

6,165 

5,131 

109,019 

2,1)33 


19,089 


Percentage 

of  Toial 

of 

Small  Sizes 

to  T  tal 

of 

North-west 

Coast  Seals 

for  the  Year. 


Year. 


66-82 


1882 


3,279 


8,001 


71-00 


1883 


74-49 


1884 


3,693 


-       16,048 


39,629 


50-58 


1885 


46-05 


1886 


39-30 


1887 


31,546 


35-31 


1888 


(  25S  ) 


north-west 

COAST  SEALS. 

rrremtage 

Number  of  Skins 

Total 
of  all  kind* 

T..L.1  of 

of 

Large  Sizes. 

Small  Sizes 

Year. 

Data  ,ii"  Cfttnlogna  from  which 

Information  taken. 

Total  of 
North-weal 

CoUt  Seals 

in  each 
Catalogue. 

of  other  (  la,ses  included 
in  Catalogue. 

included 
in 
Catalogue.       '"'  'h'  Ye"" 

taTuI 

of 

North-"  e* 

or  the  Year. 

Year 

Wigs. 

Middlings. 

Middlings 
and 

Smalls. 

Smalls. 

i                     Large  and 

Pun?            MUJli"« 
v  '       Pups  (mixed). 

Middling         T<"?'  L"8e 

Pups                     lies 
1   '           for  the  Year. 

Middling  and 

Small 
'ups  (mixed). 

Small  Pups. 

Extra  Small 
Pups. 

Extna 

Extra  Smull 

Pups. 

Grey  Pups. 

Odd  Skins.       T°'»!  Sm»" 

Faulty,  &c.      .      =lz" 

■"             for  the  Year. 

r 

Jan.    20.     C.  M.  Laaipson  undCo. 

.. 

25 

36 

43 

r 

74 

21 

-          { 

198 
120  smaller 

}      '     " 

r 

513    j 

f 

974    C.  H.,  &c. 
84    W.  C. 
39.337    C.  I. 

f-        1.576 
1 

19,992    A. 

Hit.  •:; 

16 

28 

46 

92 

41 

321 

10 

554    i 

4.193    R.  I. 
7.422    C    H. 

[      72.9r,5 
1 

1,467    Jap. 

J 

1582     -j 

June  27. 

■■ 

1 

- 

7 

10 

". 

6,333  -j 

13 

-  { 

-  { 

243 

1  black  pup 

1,281 

87  extra  small 

}    - 

}      3 

■    12,756   • 

275 

2,186   C.  H. 

2.76, 

•       19.089 

66-82 

1882 

Oct.    23.      Hudson  Bay  Company . 

79 

143 

511 

938 

• 

f29 

•• 

936 

941 

5,577 

5.577 

1 

Oct  23.      Dyster.  Naldcr 

2  ' 

211 

662 

812 

971 

1,392 

617 

"          { 

608 
566  small 

}    - 

5,871 

700    West  Auat. 

6,571 

r 

78,959    V 

"I 

| 

Oct.   31.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

3 

2 

.. 

315 

314 

15 

425 

1,012 

1,084 

-          { 

2,461 
3  black  pups 

}    ■• 

6,294    1 

595    C.  II. 
59 1    W.  C. 

j-      86.412 

1 

L 

L 

J             L 

[ 

3    S.  S. 

J 

i 

h 

r 

1         r 

r 

36,951    C.  I. 

] 

1 

1 

| 

19.237    A. 

Mir.  13. 

21 

43 

.. 

39 

01 

35 

132 

••' 

281 

54 

274  black  pups 

2 

942  j 

4.1011    R.  I. 
2.916    C.  H.,  Sic. 

j-      65,372 

1ES3     ■ 

941    • 

i-      2,338    • 

I 

790    Jap. 
400    W.  C. 
01,567    A. 

J 
"1 

[■        3.279 

71-00 

1883 

Oct.  31.             ,.                    ., 

•• 

32     j 

109 

209 

13 

252 

367 

•• 

823 

11 

1,819    i 

209    C.  H. 

203    N.W.C.WasheJ. 

V      63.798 

1 

j 

I 

Oct.  31.     Hudson  Bay  Company  . 

33 

14 

22 

*  1 

71 

116 

. 

95 

26 

129 

8 

518 

518 

r 

Mar.  21.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

(Dry)       6 

5 

59 

39 

11 

102 

1        r 

200 

29  black  pups 

163 

1                    f 

614 

1,793    Washed,  stale. 

2.107 

] 

1864     \ 

Nov.  19.            „ 

3 

196 

246 

403 

043 

l      2,041    J. 

1,653 

1,657 

2,055 

5 

\     5,960  I 

6,966   | 

73.7;f3    A. 
613   C.  H. 

I      81.272 
521 

}        8.001 

71-49 

1884 

I 

Nov.  26.     Hudson  Bay  Company  . 

20 

4 

57 

158 

84 

1        L 

9 

76 

37 

75 

1 

J                   I 

521 

J 

f 

Mar.  19.     C.  SI.  Lampson  and  Co. 

(Dry)     42 

131 

107 

321 

326 

r 

1 

57 

615 

415 

•• 

127 

i          r 

2,141 

869    N.    W.     C.    and 
C.  H.,  washed, 
,1c. 

3,030 

1 

1 

1 

| 

f 

2S.114    A. 

■j 

1 

1885      ■ 

Mar.  30.             ., 

10 

8 

28 

47 

55 

•      1,825   \ 

31 

81 

40 

7 

24 

l      1,868   \ 

331   -| 

49.078    C.  I. 
3,644    It.  I. 

V      85,119 

I       3.693 

50-59 

1885 

[ 

2.801    C.  H. 

1 

1 

1.1  IS    Jtip.  &.C. 

J 

t. 

Ju'y  SO.            „                   „   . 

96 

321 

333 

I 

172 

114 

172 

13 

J                      L            1.221    { 

567    C.  H. 
6    W.  C. 

V         1,794 

_ 

r 

I 

]          r           r 

19,871    A. 

] 

1 

Mar.  19.             „                    „ 

6 

18 

.. 

30 

42 

47 

-          { 

922 

472  smaller 

}        - 

1,537   i 

41,761   C.  I. 
6.716   Jap. 

I.      71.720 

I 

1,832    R.  1. 

J 

1686     ■ 

Mar.  25. 

June  24.             „                    „ 

(Dry)      10 

41 

9 

67 

133 
413 

110 
479 

21 

76 
459 

8,658   • 

19 
24 

213 
250 

72 

--          { 
-            { 

4 
2 12  black  pups 
388 
1  black  pup 

I        157 

}            ' 

\  7-3501 

1,005 
2,155    | 

909    C.  H. 
167    Jap. 

1,005 
l        3,231 

16,013 
| 

46  05 

1836 

Aug.  31. 

8 

133 

1,129 

1,692 

2,103 

13 

1,385 

371 

68     { 

611 
15  black  pups 

}        - 

7.565 

1,035    Cal. 

8,601 

1 
( 

Oct.  27. 

53 

184 

325 

398 

26 

297 

389 

36 

6 

■ 

1.714 

102,295    A. 

104.019 

Dec.  13.     Hudson  Bay  Company  . 

31 

4 

•• 

28 

55 

37 

. 

58 

290 

949 

60 

)          I 

2.H71 

2,071 

J 

Jan.  25.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

59     | 

52  large  mids. 
107  mids. 

|    l,0.i  7 

4,403 

6,254 

4,996 

-1 

4,312 

3,339 

858 

72 

37 

25,606 

25,606 

' 

Mar.  17. 

(Dry)     43 

63 

391 

459 

309 

351 

550 

428 

256 

21 

J     2,871 

1,109    Washed          and 
pieces,  &c. 

3,980 

1887     - 

Aug.    3. 

99 

617 

1,076 

1,152 

■    24,031    • 

877 

729 

97,      { 

206 
54  small 

•    15,598    - 

5.7S1 

5,781 

.      39,629 

39-36 

1887 

r 

101,059    A. 

1 

.  Nov.    8.            „                  „ 

3 

10 

113 

378 

546 

598 

559 

553  ' 

502 

162 

41 

3.525    i 

878    Jap.,  &c. 
255    Cal. 

1,    108,7,7 

_  Dec.  12.     Hudson  Bay  Company 

5 

7 

216 

597 

361 

J 

440 

185 

29 

6 

.. 

. 

1,864 

1.840 

J 

Jan.  25.     Culverwell   .. 

77 

111 

123 

80 

"I 

70 

18 

1 

479 
536 

183    Crozet  Island 

j               662 

1 

Jan.  31.     C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co. 

(Dry)" 

5 

19 

71 

161 

83 

57 

140 

536 

Feb.     3. 

23 

23 

136 

1,168 

2,460 

•  • 

3,688 

2,522 

1,360 

418 

55 

38 

11,891    { 

2,042   Jap. 
1,302   C.  H. 

JL       15,235 

1888 

i    Juno  20.             „ 

22 

7 

348 

1,609 

1,470 

1,164 

[    20,406  . 

34 

789 

277 

17 

15 

43 

!■    11,140   • 

5,800   | 

2)5    C.   H. 
120   S.  S. 

I        6,165 
5.131 

31,546 

35-31 

1853 

Aug.     1. 

2 

39 

199 

619 

520 

405 

10 

296 

123 

41 

27 

i           " 

2,281 

2,650   Jap. 

1    Nov.     6. 

l_  Nov.  20.     Culverwell  . . 

37 

29 

483 

1,318 

1,356 

1,267 

1.278 

982 

684 

1,007 

50 

8.191    | 
2,068 

100,016   A. 
512  Jap. 
565   Jap. 

\    109,019 

3 

10 

" 

47 

611 

691 

' 

I. 

571 

119 

16 

1 

■* 

2.633 

Ye 

Total 

of  all  kinds 

included 

in 

Catalogue. 

Total  of 

Norlh-West 

Coast 
Seals  for  the 

Year. 

Percentage 

of  Total 

of 

Small  Sizes 

to  Total 

of 

North-west 

Coast  Seals 

for  the  Year. 

Number  of  Skins 
of  other  Classes  included 
Total  of                    in  Catalogue. 
North-West 
Coast  Seals. 

Year. 

dJ  Skins, 
aulty,  &c. 

Total  Small 

Sizes 
for  the  Year. 

1889 

92 

•  • 

•  • 

8 
58 

■    15,087   - 

15,127 

719 
2,100 
3,479 

8,354 

f         1,460   Chile. 
487    C.  H. 

16    South  Aust. 

|       17,074 

719 
2,116 
3,479 

8,354 

!>      42,025 

35-90 

1889 

"6 

J                    \ 

2,166 
10,080 

93    Falkland  Is. 

2,259 
10,080 

J 

"29 
25 

- 

7,800 
482 

464   • 

3,298   Jap. 

|            466    C."h. 
59    Mixed. 

11,098 
482 

|            989 

1 

1890 

47 

■    11,182   ■ 

820 

1,362   Jap. 

2,182 

•      29,174 

38  33 

1890 

52 

1 

J 

16,097    ■ 
3,511    • 

1,010    L.  I. 
390   Jap. 
278   Jap. 
119    Aust. 

|      17,497 
I        3,908 

J 

58 

\                   r 

9,366  . 

'       *1,625    Behring  Sea. 
1,874    L.  I. 
529   C.  H. 

l      13,648 

' 

1891 

*33 
29 

■    17,506    ■ 

3,582 
279 

3,471   • 
380 

254   Jap. 

5,629   Jap. 
1,396    L.  I. 
204   C.  H. 

119    Aust. 

J 

3,582 
279 

L       10,700 
499 

■      47,207 

37  08 

1891 

213 
248 

. 

17,039 
13,090   • 

6,603   Jap. 
607    C.  H. 
252   Jap. 
136    S.  S. 

23,642 
L       14,085 

1892 

117 

369 
24 
97 

38 

38 

66 

i          r 

-    18,900    ■{ 

7,454   - 

19,973 
410 
522 

632   - 

7,276 

16,174    • 

1,731    C.  H. 
897   Jap. 

2,193   C.  G.  H, 

279    C.  H. 
1,007   Jap. 
4,348   Jap. 
1,826    C.  I. 

834    S.  S. 

593   C.  H.,  &c. 

|      10,082 

19,973 
410 
522 

|        3,104 

8,283 

*• 

■      26,327 

-      54,229 

34  85 

1892 

2 

)                    I 

1,788 

2,470    L.  I. 
82    Aust. 

1,788 

363,131 

41-87 

le  in  quality  to  be  included  in  the  North-West  Coast  quantity. 


Remarks. 

r  Island;  A.,  Alaska;  N.  W.  C.,  North-West  Coast;  Jap.,  Japanese;  R.  I.,  Robben 
L.  I.,  Lobos  Island;  S.  S.,  South  Sea;  S.  G.,  South  Georgia;  S.  L.,  St.  Louis; 
Cape  of  Good  Hope;  Aust.,  Australian. 

ch  have  been  put  through  a  first  process,  and  those  placed  separately  in  the  present 
d  goods. 

dried  in  the  air  by  the  hunters,  without  any  salt  being  used.     Larger  quantities  of 
e  year  1873. 

all  parcel  of  salted  or  dry  skins  has  been  omitted  on  account  of  the  sizes  being  too 
iification. 

that  "Extra  Extra  Small  Pups"  were  included  in  the  "Extra  Small  Pup"  size  in 
189  in  the  Alaska  description. 

hese  Tables  only  include  those  skins  offered  for  public  sale  in  London.  There  is  no 
als  from  San  Francisco  and  British  Columbia  have  been  sold  privately  from  time  to 
ained. 

1  included  those  skins  of  intermediate  colouring  approaching  the  Japanese  sort.  The 
ectly  vouched  for  by  captains  of  vessels  engaged  in  seal-fishing. 


(Signed) 


P.  It.  POLAND  and  SON. 


er  Sizes"  and"  Smaller  Sizes,"  in  Table  I,  has  been  drawn  through  the  centre  of 

Sizes." 

Large  Sizes  "  and  "  Small  Sizes,"  has  been  drawn  so  as  to  show  what  skins  are  too 

itt,  p.  46.     Also  Appendix,  Table  to  letter  from  Messrs.  Lampson,  vol.  ii,  p.  262.) 
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NORTH-WEST  COAST  SEALS. 

Panantan 

of  Total 
of 

Total 

Total  of 

Labge  ' 

IZEB. 

| 

uall  Sizes. 

Number  of  Skins 

of  all  kinds 

North  H  i.i 

Small  Sizes 

Year. 

Date  of  Catalogue  from  which 
Information  taken. 

Total  of 

of  othrr  Classes  included 

111,  Iml.  ,1 

Ooaal 

tn  Total 

Year. 

Wigs. 

Middlings. 

Middlings 

am! 

Smalla. 

Large 
Pups. 

Lar*e  and 

Hi  dim; 

Middling 
Pups. 

Total  Large 

Middling  and 
Small 

Small  Pupa 

Extra  Small 
Pupa. 

Extra 
Extra  Sid 

all 

Grey  Pups. 

Odd  Skins, 

l\>t  1]  Snail 

Sites 

N  ato>We3l 

Coast  Scils. 

in  Catalogue. 

in 
Catalogue. 

Year. 

of 

North-west 

Smalls. 

Pup.  [toiled) 

for  tbe  Year 

Paps  (mixed). 

Pupa. 

for  the  Year. 

for  the  Year. 

1  Feb.     1.     C.  M.  Lampion  and  Co. 

33 

25 

1,118 

3,658 

8,521 

3,080 

1 

2,107 

1,162 

253 

{ 

76 
2  black  pupa 

} 

92 

15,127    1 

1,400    Chile. 
487    0,   11. 

}      17,074 

719 

M«r.  2fi.     Hudson  Bay  Company. 

6 

11 

164 

219 

76 

156 

59 

28 

719 

July      4.     Culver  well  .. 

5 

208 

510 

499 

626 

222 

.. 

1,100 

16    South  Aust. 

8,110 

1889     - 

Aug.  23.      C.  M.  Lampion  and  Co. 

5 

6 

"88 

468 

417 

382 

26,938   - 

"so 

538 

937 

553 

{ 

"57 

1.766 

270  smaller 

} 

8 

-    15,087    ' 

3.1.-9 

8,479 

•      42,025 

35-90 

IS89 

Oct.  39.            ,,                   „ 

42 

23 

302 

1,062 

1,043 

883 

973 

950 

982 

58 

8,354 

8.354 

10.     Anninit  and  Cobb 

18 

39 

272 

489 

434 

494 

299 

81 

40 

2.166 

93    Falkland  la. 

Oct.  30.    Colr«rw«U  .. 

46 

619 

1,774 

3,555 

1,80S 

J 

1,719 

521 

•• 

32 

"  6 

[_         10.080 

10,080 

J 

Jan.   28.     C.  M.  Lampion  and  Co. 

29 

3 

244 

1,523 

1,643 

1,694 

f 

1,494 

1,033 

137 

7,800 

3,298    J.p. 

11,090 

1 

Mnr.   J'J.      Hudson   tiny  Company 

1 

52 

102 

55 

.. 

101 

93 

44 

29 

482 

189 

Juno  23.     C.  M.  Lampion  and  Co. 

10 

77 

66 

66 

50 

70 

60 

{ 

40 
black  pupa 

} 

25 

464   i 

4t'.ti   C.'h. 
It    IDiad, 

\           9S9 

1600     - 

July  30.            ,,                   „ 

10 

79 

107 

100 

■     17,992    • 

■• 

8 

147 

166 

{ 

64 
2  black  pupa 

} 

47 

■     11,182 

820 

1.362    .lap. 

8,188 

>      29,171 

38  33 

1S90 

Oct.  27. 

103 

18 

1,184 

3,145 

2,809 

2,533 

2,877 

2,560 

777 

39 

52 

10,091    | 

1,010   I.  1. 
000  Jap. 

]•     ir.ior 

Oct.  27.     Cu.verwell  .. 

8 

259 

569 

857 

646 

700 

383 

88 

1 

1 

3,511   J 

278   Jap. 
119   Aust, 

I        1,909 

J 

' 

■ 

•1,689  Btthrlni  Saa. 

1 

Jan.  23.     C.  M.  Lampion  and  Co. 

26 

23 

349 

1,041 

1,939 

2,048 

43 

1,924 

1,148 

158 

9 

59 

9,366  ■ 

1,874   L  1. 

089  C,  II. 

'■      1  1,648 
J 

Jan.   23.     Culvorwell    . .               .. 

6 

3C6 

599 

1,041 

980 

535 

116 

3.582 

804   Jap, 

8,088 

Mar.  12.     Hudson   Day  Company 

4 

59 

46 

42 

" 

66 

18 

"ll 

33 

279 

f 

5,689  Jap! 

279 
| 

1891      • 

Mar.  20.    C.  M.  Lampion  ond  Co. 
Mar.  20.     Culvrrwull   .. 

13 

4 

56 

65 

232 
75 

275 
73 

356 
47 

■    29,701    ■ 

;; 

449 
55 

504 

781 

{ 

763 

73 

1  M'H-k  pup 
76 

I 

29 

•    17,506   ■ 

3.471   i 
380 

1,090    1. .  1. 
104    C.  II. 

119   Aim. 

10,700 

499 

•     47.207 

87  '08 

1891 

Oct.   26.             „ 

120 

112 

2,269 

4,210 

3,664 

292 

2,377 

305 

2,305 

1,037 

59 

213 

17.039 

ii,iin:t  .die 

99,648 

f 

1.  11. 

1 

. 

Oct.   20.     C.  M.  Lampion  and  Co. 

52 

17 

532 

1,918 

1,922 

14 

1,898 

45 

1.874 

2,338 

1,270 

962 

248 

l 

13,090    i 

252    Jap, 

186  8.  s. 

•      14,080 

" 

Jan.   20.             „                    „ 

44 

40 

61? 

1,672 

1,452 

1,519 

)                    f 

1,035 

790 

153 

9 

117 

7.1,1    { 
10,073 

1,781   C.  11. 

897    Jap, 

}      10,082 
18,078 

Jan.   20.     CnlMrtTtll    .. 

79 

70 

7 

1,894 

3,932 

162 

5,271 

45 

4,595 

2,913 

646 

24 

369 

Jnn.    2U.     11  ml  so  ii  Buy  Company 

1 

1 

95 

96 

64 

105 

18 

6 

24 

III! 

4111 

Mur.  24. 

2 

6 

75 

173 

32 

59 

28 

50 

97 

582 

522 

Mil  .81.     C   U.  I.nmpionandCo. 

17 

11 

33 

104 

08 

125 

130 

61 

13 

{ 

1 

1  black  pup 

} 

38 

032    I 
7.276 

2.193  C.Q   U 
879  <:.  11. 

I       8,104 
9,888 

1602     ■ 

Nov.    1.     Culvcrwidl   .. 

47 

175 

1,043 

1.898 

25 

2,065 

•    35,329   ■ 

60 

1.395 

456 

74 

38 

■    18,900    ■ 

1,007   J»p 

54,229 

34-85 

1892 

f 

(,848   Jiip. 

I 

1,980  C   1 

Nov.  24.     C.  M.  Lampion  and  Co. 

76 

85 

1.156 

3,646 

3,238 

3,052 

2,659 

1,649 

413 

132 

66 

16,171    •! 
{ 

831  I.  8. 
593  C    II  .  «..-. 
8,470   L.  1. 

88    Ami. 

!•     96,837 

Nov.  24.     Ciilvciwell  .,             ,, 

11 

29 

193 

400 

426          . 

488 

221 

18 

2 

1 

1,788 

1,788 

363,131 

4187 

Dhy  N0RTH-WE8T  Ooabt  Sims  not  inoluded  iii  the  large  Table,  being  differently 
sortitl  by  the  IIudson  Bay  Company. 


110,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London. 

rus] 


Date  of  Catalogue. 

Wlgs. 

Large. 

MtiliUiiu 

Small. 

Odd  Skins. 

Total. 

Sept.    1,1873.    Hudson  Bat  Company     .. 
Aug.  31,1874. 

,,  SO,  1875. 
Mar   13,  1876. 
Aug.  28,  1877. 
Sept.    2.1878. 

is      1,  1879.          „                 „ 

Dry    17 
„     12 
,.    17 
,,      3 
11     12 

301 
298 
296 
107 
246 
345 
80S 

309 
171 
188 

110 
376 
266 
226 

•  239 
309 
812 
92 
171 
274 
469 

25 
1 

38 
2 
8 

27 

88 

891 
791 
1,351 
316 
613 
912 
918 

Probably  corresponding  in  the  lares 
Table  to 

Wiga. 

Smalls  and 
Middlings. 

Large  and 

Middlina- 
PupS. 

Small  and 
Extra 

Sn  111   I'up., 

*  These  ikina  wore  too  flog  in  quulity  to  1>.-        I<i<l<  d  In  thi    (forth* Wait  Coaat  quantity. 


Remarks. 


II.  [,,  Robbon 

L  ,  Bt  Loulsi 


In  the  above  Tables,  C.  I.  denotes  Copper  Island ;  A.,  Alaska;  N.  W.  C,  North-Wcst  Cotlt ;  Jap,  Jnpui 
Mind;  Cal..  ClUfornUj  W  .  '  V.  I  '  M  f;  I  I  Loboi  UUndl  B.  S.  Smith  Sea;  8.  O.,  South  Georgia 
Pat.,  Patagonia;  C.  H.,  Cape  Horn,   C.  O.  11...  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  Aust.,  AutnUaU, 

"Washed  and  dried"  akina  arc  those  wh.h  liiv  ben  pnl  tbnaf h  ■  An.  ftOBUB,  and  thoac  placed  separately  In  the  present 
Tables  may  mostly  be  looked  upon  aa  second-batid  goods. 

"  Dry"  akina  are  those  which  ban  been  driid  in  the  air  by  tin-  hunters,  without  any  lalt  being  used.  Larg«r  quant.iii.  ■  of 
these  i kins  were  offered  for  public  sale  before  tl  e  yi-ar  1H73. 

In  the  above  statistics,  occasionally  a  small  parcel  of  salted  or  dry  ddni  tw  ElCMI  '.mitted  on  account  of  the  liies  being  too 
mixed,  or  the  quantity  too  insignificant,  for  clarification. 

Before  the  year  1887  it  will  be  noticed  that  "  Extra  Extra  Small  Popi "  were  included  in  the  "  Eatra  Smull  Pup  "  lite  In 
tbe  North-Weal  Coaat  description,  and  before  UH9  in  the  Alaska  deacription. 

Attention  ia  also  drawn  to  the  fart  that  Chew  Table*  only  fautlnd*  tllOM  lUlU  oflfafd  fa  pllNteiaUfa  London.  Then)  is  no 
doubt  that  more  or  l.-a*  important  parcels  of  aeal*  from  San  Franciico  and  British  Columbia  have  been  sold  privately  from  time  to 
time,  the  lizcs  of  which  are  thus  not  to  be  aaceruincd. 

In  the  North-West  Coaat  catch  have  been  included  those  akini  of  lorb  [  thi  Japanese  aort.     Tba 

tjcacl  source  of  theae  can  only  be  absolutely  correctly  vouched  for  by  captain  ■  of  vessels  engaged  io  seal  •fishing. 


(Signed) 


J',  11.  POLAND  and  SON. 


N.B.— The  dividing  line  between  "  Larger  Sixes "  and"  Smaller  8iz*s,"  in  Table  I,  has  been  drawn  through  the  centre  of 
what  would  be  ordinarily  classed  a»  "  Middling  sixes." 

The  dividing  line  io  Table  II,  brtween  "Large  Sixea  "  and  "  SmaU  Sixes,"  has  been  drawn  so  as  to  show  what  ikins  are  too 
small  to  be  thoae  of  bearing  females. 

(See  10th  Census  of  United  SUtos.  Elliott,  p.  46.     Also  Appendix,  Table  to  letter  from  Messrs,  Lampson,  vol.  n,  p.  203.) 
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Letters  from  Messrs.  Lampson, 


Gentlemen,  64,  Queen  Street,  Lorn/on,  December  21,  1892. 

WE  are  in  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  16th  instant,  and  in  reply  to  your  inquiry  regarding  the 
classification  of  salted  fur-seal  skins,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose"  herewith  a  Table  showing  the 
measurements  and  average  weights  of  the  three  principal  kinds  offered  at  our  public  sales.  In 
explanation  of  these,  we  would  point  out  that,  in  assorting  fur-seals  for  size,  we  are  guided  mainly  by 
the  measurement,  but  we  do  make  some  allowance  for  the  weight,  i.e.,  if  a  skin,  although  having  the 
proper  measurement,  is  exceptionally  heavy,  it  would  be  classed  in  the  size  above,  and  if  exceptionally 
light,  in  the  size  below. 

Yon  will  notice  that  the  Alaska  skins,  viz.,  those  from  seals  taken  on  the  Pribyloff  Islands,  and 
shipped  formerly  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  since  1890  by  the  North  American 
Commercial  Company,  are  assorted  on  the  largest  pattern.  The  Copper  Island  skins,  viz.,  those 
from  seals  taken  on  the  Komandorsky  Islands,  and  shipped  formerly  by  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl, 
1'hilippens,  and  Co.,  and  since  1891  by  the  Prussian  Seal-skin  Company,  are  assorted  on  a  somewhat 
smaller  pattern,  being  narrower.  The  North-west  Coast  skins,  viz.,  those  from  seals  taken  at  sea 
either  in  the  North  Pacific  or  Behring  Sea,  are  assorted  on  a  still  smaller  pattern,  being  still  narrower 
than  the  other  kinds,  more  particularly  towards  the  heads. 

As  regards  the  nomenclature  of  the  various  sizes,  you  will  understand  that  the  "wigs"  are  the 
largest  skins ;  "  middlings "  the  next ;  "  middlings  and  smalls "  form  the  intermediate  size  between 
the  "  middlings  "  and  the  "  smalls,"  and  although,  the  name  of  "  middlings  "  and  "  smalls  "  might  lead 
you  to  expect  two  sizes,  it  refers  to  one  only.  Then  follow  "smalls,"  "large  pups,"  and  so  on  to  the 
"extra  extra  small"  and  "  grey  pups,"  of  which  a  proportion  is  found  in  the  North-west  Coast  seals. 
The  Alaskas  and  Coppers  do  not,  as  a  rule,  contain  any  of  these  smallest  sizes,  nor  any  "  wigs." 

We  are  unable  to  answer  your  inquiry  as  to  in  "  what  class  in  the  sale  catalogue  would" be  placed 
a  skin  classified  on  the  islands  as,  say,  a  7-lb.  skin,"  as  we  do  not  know  whether  the  classification  you 
mention  refers  to  the  skins  as  taken  from  the  animals,  or  after  they  have  been  cured  and  salted  ready 
for  shipment.     The  process  of  curing  and  salting  must  of  necessity  add  to  the  weight. 

As  far  as  the  Alaska  and  Copper  skins  are  concerned,  the  weights  of  the  different  sizes  vary  but  very 
little  from  year  to  year,  as  the  natives  who  flay  the  seals  leave  on  the  skins  about  the  same  quantity  of 
blubber,  and  use  about  the  same  quantity  of  salt ;  but  with  regard  to  the  North-west  Coast  skins,  the 
weights  at  times  differ  considerably,  according  to  the  quantity  of  blubber  left  on  the  pelt  and  the  quan- 
tity of  salt  used  in  curing.  Generally  speaking,  we  have  noticed  for  some  years  past  that  more  and 
more  blubber  has  been  left  on  this  class  of  skins,  and  you  will  notice  that  the  average  weights  of  the 
larger  sizes  of  this  season's  take  are  even  greater  than  those  of  corresponding  sizes  in  the  Alaskas  and 
Coppers. 

There  is  no  fixed  rule  as  to  sizing  fur-seal  skins,  and  we  give  you  the  measurements  and  weights 
of  skins  as  assorted  by  us.  Other  houses,  when  assorting  fur-seals,  are  most  likely  to  have  their  own 
standards,  probably  differing  somewhat  from  ours. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  C.  M.  LAMPSON  and  Co. 

Sir  George  Baden-Powell,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.,  &c,  and 
Professor  Dawson,  the  Foreign  Office. 
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Dear  Sir,  64,  Queen  Street,  London,  January  13,  1893. 

Referring  to  our  interview  on  the  lltli  instant,  I  have  since  endeavoured  to  obtain  information  as 
to  the  quantity  of  fur-seal  skins  received  by  the  late  firm  of  J.  M.  Oppenheim  and  Co.  from  the  old 
Russian  Fur  Company  between  the  years  1864  and  1868,  when  Messrs.  Oppenheim's  contract 
expired. 

Without  being  able  to  give  exact  figures,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  quantity  which  I  stated 
in  my  deposition  given  to  the  United  States'  Commissioner  as  20,000  skins  in  1864,  gradually  increased 
annually,  reaching  in  1868  as  many  as  50,000  skins.  I  should  add  that  these  were  exclusive  of  the 
10,000  (more  or  less)  dry  skins  received  by  Messrs.  Oppenheim  every  year. 

I  beg  now  to  inclose  herewith  corrected  and  supplemented  statement,  showing  not  only  the  quan- 
tities of  salted  fur-seal  skins  received  by  my  firm  from  the  Alaska.  Commercial  Company  and  North 
American  Commercial  Company  during  the  years  1870  to  1892,  but  also  showing  when  these  skins  were 
disposed  of  by  my  firm  at  public  auction. 

I  was  sorry  to  find  that  the  statement  attached  to  my  deposition  was  not  sufficiently  clear,  as  it 
might  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the  quantities  up  to  the  year  1886  referred  to  the  numbers  sold,  whereas 
they  referred  to  those  received  by  my  firm,  but  not  entirely  disposed  of  in  the  same  year  in  which  they 
arrived.  You  will  also  please  notice  that  the  regular  catch  of  1890  consisted  of  20,994  skins,  and  was 
disposed  of  in  October  1890.  My  firm  also  received  in  this  year  4,158  skins,  taken,  previous  to  the 
expiration  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  lease,  by  the  natives  for  food,  but  shipped  by  the 
North  American  Commercial  Company,  and  these  were  sold  in  January  1891.  The  1891  catch, 
erroneously  given  as  4,158  skins,  really  amounted  to  lo,494  skins,  and  was,  as  you  will  notice,  sold  in 
that  year,  whereas  the  1892  catch,  amounting  to  7,554  skins,  had  not  been  taken  when  my  deposition 
was  made. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  EMIL  TEICHMANN  (of  the  Firm  of 

Charles  Eussell,  Esq.,  C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co.). 

Behring  Sea  Arbitration, 
Foreign  Office. 
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Inclosure  to  Letter  of  January  13,  1893. 
Salted  Alaska  Fur-Seals  sold  in  London. 


Skins  sold. 

Date. 

Total  Skins  sold. 

Catch  of— 

Skins. 

Year. 

1870 

9,965 

5,962* 

1871     "J 

4,003 

November    1371   1  > 

43,404 

1871 

1871 

100,896 

33,439 

27,399 

1871     J 
January        18  72 

40,058 

July     '          1872  '  [ 

123,927 

1872 

1872 

96,283 

56,470 

December    1872     J 

- 

39,813 

April             1S73     1 
December    1873    J 

103,324 

1873 

1873 

103,724 

63, 51  1 

1874 

99,U0 

4H.213 
59.809 

March           1871      1 
November    1874     J 

100,018 

1S74 

1875 

99,634 

39,341 
60.949 

March          1875     ' 
November    1875     J 

100,290 

1875 

38,685 

March           1876     1 
November     1876     J 

90,226 

1876 

1876 

90,267 

51,511 

14,320 

March           1877 

24,406 

November     1877      f 

72,259 

1877 

1877 

75,410 

33,533 

1877 

1878 

99,911 

41,877 
73.705 

March           187S 
November    1878 

} 

115,582 

1878 

1879 

100,036 

26.206 

75,556 

March           1879   |" 
October        1879     j" 

101,762 

1879 

1880 

100,161 

24.480 
80,122 

March           1880     "1 
October        1880     J 

104,602 

1880 

1881 

99,921 

20,039 
79,850 

March           1881     "i 
November    1881     J 

99,889 

1881 

1882 

100,100 

20,071 
8u,079 

March           1882     "1 
October        1882     J 

100,150 

1882 

1883 

75,914 

20,02 1 
60.043 

March           1883 
October        18S3 

} 

80,064 

1883 

I5,s;i 

March           1884 

I 

87,742 

1884 

1884 

99,994 

71.S71 

November    1884     J 

1885 

99,874 

28.123 
79,987 

March          1885 
November    1885 

} 

108,110 

1885 

1S86 

99,94  7 

19,887 

99,947 

March           1886 
October        1886 

} 

119,834 

1886 

1887 

99,949 

99,949 

November    1887 

99,949 

1887 

1888 

100,037 

100.037 

November    1888 

100,037 

18-8 

1889 

100,031 

100,031 

October        1889 

100,031 

18S9 

1890 

20,994 

20,994 

October        1890 

20,994 

1890 

4.158f 

4,158 

January        1891 
October        1891     J 

17,652 

1891 

1891 

13,494 

13,494 

1892 

7,554 

7,554 

November    1892  J 

7,554 

1892 

*  Taken  before  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  lease  commenced, 
t  Taken  for  food  by  the  natives  before  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  lease  expired. 


London,  .January  13,  1893. 


(Signed)  EMU,  TKTCHMAXX  (of  the  Firm  of 

C.  M.  Lampson  and  Co.  ■ 
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Memorandum  of  Mr.  G.  Gleadowe,  of  the  British  Treasury  Department, 
on  the  general  Condition  and  Character  of  the  Canadian  Sealing 
Fleet. 


IN  April  and  May  1802,  by  direction  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  I 
visited  British  Columbia  with  the  object  of  inquiring  into  the  amount  of  damage  sustained  by  the 
Canadian  schooner  owners  by  reason  of  the  modus  vivendi  of  1891  having  been  put  in  force  after  the 
commencement  of  the  sealing  season.  In  the  course  of  my  inquiries  I  personally  inspected  a 
considerable  number  of  the  sealing  fleet,  and  came  in  contact  with  a  luge  number  of  schooner  owners, 
captains  of  vessels,  and  others  engaged  in  the  industry,  and  I,  a;  far  as  possible,  made  myself 
acquainted  with  the  sealing  industry  and  the  men  engaged  in  it. 

As  a  body,  the  schooner  owners  have  impressed  me  very  favourably.  Some  of  them  are  old 
sailors  who  have  invested  their  savings  in  a  schooner,  and  sail  with  her  themselves,  but  the  majority 
are  men  engaged  in  trade,  who  have  fitted  out  schooners  as  they  would  invest  their  money  in  any 
other  speculation.     The  earlier  sealers  were  mainly  men  of  the  former  class. 

As  regards  their  nationality,  I  went  out  under  the  impression  that  I  should  find  that  many 
•were  not  British  subjects.  I  found,  however,  that  there  is  very  little  foundation  in  fact  for  this 
impression.  E\ren  the  mortgagees  are,  in  nearly  every  case  which  has  come  under  my  notice,  British 
subjects. 

As  regards  the  schooners,  I  was  much  impressed  with  the  excellence  of  the  way  in  which,  as  a 
general  rule,  they  are  built  and  found  in  every  respect.  Compared  with  craft  of  a  similar  tonnage  in 
other  industries,  they  are  expensively  fitted  out,  and  everything  about  them  appears  good,  more  like  a 
yacht's  than  a  fishing  boat's.  No  doubt  in  many  cases  boats  that  would  serve  the  purpose  well 
enough  could  be  got  for  a  smaller  sum  than  these  schooners  have  cost,  but  the  competition  for 
skilled  hunters  has  been  so  great,  and  the  trade  so  profitable,  that  a  sealer  thought  nothing  of  spending 
a  few  extra  hundreds  or  even  thousands  of  dollars  to  obtain  a  vessel  so  built  and  fitted  out  as  to 
attract  the  best  and  most  successful  men.  The  cost  of  building  a  vessel  in  British  Columbia  is 
very  high,  and  many  are  built  or  bought  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  brought  round  the  Horn  in  tin'  winter, 
so  as  to  be  at  Victoria  in  time  to  refit  for  the  spring  sealing.  This  is  no  trifling  voyage  lor  a. 
50  or  70  ton  schooner,  and  everything  must  be  of  the  best  to  secure  the  success  of  the  venture.  Eve  i 
so,  a  vessel  so  obtained  comes  cheaper  than  one  built  locally,  but  many  owners  have  preferred  to  pay  a 
higher  price  and  employ  local  labour,  in  this  way  also  insuring  their  vessel  being  ready  for  a  full 
season's  fishing,  which  in  the  case  of  a  schooner  coming  round  the  Horn  in  the  winter  cannot  be 
reckoned  on.  I  have  seen  in  several  cases  the  bills  showing  the  whole  cost  of  the  construction  and 
fitting  out  of  a  schooner,  and  while  I  cannot  but  consider  the  cost  of  some  very  high,  it  is  ditHcult  in 
such  cases  to  appraise  the  value  at  any  lower  figure. 

The  best  and  most  lasting  vessels  come  from  the  eastern  States  of  Canada  or  America,  or  from 
Yokohama  or  some  other  port  in  Japan.  These  are  built,  as  a  rule,  of  hard  wood,  and  may  last  for 
thirty  or  forty  years,  or  even  more.  At  the  same  time,  the  cost  of  building  a  vessel  in  the  East  or  in 
Japan  is  appreciably  less  than  it  is  at  Victoria  or  Vancouver,  where  labour  is  hot!;  dear  and  inefficient. 
The  wood  used  for  shipbuilding  at  these  ports  is  either  Douglas  spruce,  or,  in  a  lew  cases,  cedar,  both  of 
which  are  soft  woods,  whose  durability  is  very  doubtful,  especially  in  seas  where  the  teredo  abounds. 

The  following  list  of  schooners,  as  to  which  I  made  inquiry,  shows  the  date  and  place  of 
building : — 


Built. 

Schooner. 

Place  where  Built. 

Built. 

Schooner. 

Place  nheie  Bui 

It. 

1891 

*Ainnko 

Yokohama. 

1886 

•Walter  A.  Earle 

San  Francisco. 

•Vancouver  Belle                  . . 

Vancouver. 

1885 

*  Annie  E.  Paint. . 

Nova  Scotia. 

*Eliza  Edwards  (St.) 

Ditto. 

Viva    .. 

Ditto. 

*C.  D.  Rand 

Ditto. 

1884 

E.  B    Marvin     ..               ,. 

Ditto. 

*  Beatrice               .. 

Ditto. 

•Geneva 

Ditto. 

•May  Belle 

Victoria. 

Sapphire 

Ditto. 

#Carlotta  G.  Cox. . 

Ditto. 

•Oscar  and  Hattie 

Ditto. 

#  Labrador             .. 

Vancouver. 

1883 

Teresa                . . 

San  Salvador. 

1890 

•Thistle  (St.)      .. 

Ditto. 

Ocean  Belle 

Nova  Scotia. 

1889 

Minnie 

Victoria. 

Annie  C.  Moore 

Newfoundland. 

Sea  Lion 

Ditto. 

Pt-nelope              .. 

Yokohama. 

*  Hesperus             ,, 

Vancouver. 

1882 

'  .  P.  >-ay ward 

Victoria. 

•Otto    .. 

N'va  Srotia. 

1877 

Walter  L.  Rich.. 

Maine,  U.S.A. 

1888 

A  urora 

Mayne  Island,  B.C. 

•Laura. .                . .                .  . 

San  Juan. 

C.  H.  Tupper    .. 

Nova  Scotta. 

Beatrice  (Shanghae)          .. 

Y  okohama. 

Venture               . .               ,. 

Vancouver. 

1875 

Mary  Taylor       .. 

Utsalady,  U.S.A. 

#Urnbrina             ., 

Nova  .Scotia. 

1872 

\\  audercr           . .               .. 

San  Juan. 

*Carmolite            . .                . , 

Vancouver. 

1869 

Winifred             . .               . . 

Whatcom.  U.S.A. 

1887 

Triumph             ,, 

Nova  Scotia. 

1868 

Ariel  .. 

Nova  Scotia. 

1886 

Maggie  Mac       . . 

Ditto. 

1863 

Mary  Ellen 

San  Francisco. 

•Rosie  Ohlsen     .. 

Oregon,  U.S.A. 

Not  known 

(Catherine       and      Ethel 

Not  known. 

*Maud  S. 

Nova  Scotia. 

(American) 
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far  as  T  could  ascertain,  tin'  schooners  marked  with  an  asterisk  include  all  those  which  were 
either  quite  new  or  newly  fitted  out  for  the  sealing  industry. 

\-  regards  the  avi  ■    _       osl    per  run.  it  is  very  difficult  to  form  an  accurate  estimate,  the  value  of 
ring  greatly,  some  costing  in  their  original  construction  as  low  as  53  dollars  per  ton, 
3  much  as  L45  dollars  per  ton. 

I  think,  however,  that  the  average  would  be  about  106  dollars  per  ton  for  hull,  spars,  sails,  and 

ng,  and  e     '  of  outfit,  &c.     I  do  not  mean  they  would  be  worth  these  values  to  sell,  fur 

many  are  built  specially  for  ohe  put  the  trade,  with  accommodation  for  twenty  or  thirty  men, 

which  practically  takes  up  the  whole  I  elow,  and  e  all  fitted  in  a  way  which  would  be  out 

•  <t   place  in  an  ordinary  fishing  or  tradi  roer,  but  I  do  not  think  for  sealing  purposes  vessels 

equally  well  built  and  found  could  be  obtained  for  a  less  price. 

men  employed  on  a  schooner  are  paid,  some  by  fixed  wages,  some  by  commission,  or  "lay," 
on  the  skins  tab  ome   by  both.     Thus  the  cook  and  seamen  are  generally  paid  wages  only 

(and  those  high  wages,  from  30  dollars  to  50  dollars  a-month  besides  board,  &c);  the  hunters,  whether 
white  or  Indian,  are  paid  by  lay  only,  the  amount  of  which  varies  from  1  dol.  50  c.  to  3  dol.  50  c.  a 
skin,  or  even   i  ling  about  3  dollars.     Hunters  are  paid  according  to  their  real  or 

supposed  efficiency,  and  there  is  considerable  competition  amongst  the  different  owners  to  get  the 
best  men.  In  point  of  lay.  there  is  no  great  difference  between  the  rates  paid  to  Indians  and  to  white 
men.  ami  a  good  hunter  may  easily  make  from  1,000  dollars  to  1,500  dollars  in  a  season.     The  Indians 

to  be  less  particular  than   the  Whites  about   their  victualling,  but  now  all,  whether  White  or 
Indians,  expect  everything  to  he  of  the  best,  and.  to  judge  from  the  bills  which  I  have  seen,  theyr  can 
heir  wishes  in  this  respect. 

The  captain  and  mate  are  paid  mainly  by  wages,  hut  have  also  often,  in  addition,  a  small  lay  on 
he  skins  taken.  A  captain  often  gets  30  dollars  a-month.  and  L'.j  cents,  or  even  50  cents,  on  every 
skin  taken  by  the  schooner;  and  the  mate  as  a  rule  has  40  dollars  or  oil  dollars  a-month,  and  a  lay  on 
every  skin  taken  by  the  stem  boat,  which  is  specially  in  In-  eharge.  Where  no  lay  is  given,  a  captain 
will  get  higher  wages,  in  some  cases  as  much  as  100  dollars  a-month.  In  a  few  cases  the  seamen  have 
a  lay  of  a  few  cents  a  skin  besides  their  wages. 

A  captain  often  commands  the  same  schooner  year  after  year,  and  I  have  seen  cases  in  which 
the  crew  and  hunters  re-engage  in  the  same  vessel  in  consecutive  years;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  the 
end  of  the  voyage  is  the  end  of  the  man's  connection  with  the  ship,  and  if  he  goes  sealing  again,  it  is 
far  more  likely  that  he  will  go  in  another  schooner  than  in  the  old. 

In- many  eases,  the  enforcement  of  the  modus  oivendi  deprived  the  hunters  of  their  only  means  of 
livelihood,  and  I  cannot  but  fear,  from  what  I  heard  from  the  Indian  Agent  at  Victoria,  that  very  great 
distress  resulted  in  many  of  the  Indian  villages  up  the  coast  from  the  prohibition.  The  number  of 
Indians  employed  in  the  industry  is  considerable,  being  less  than  one-third  of  the  wdiole. 

I  found  widespread  dissatisfaction  among  all  engaged  in  the  sealing  industry  at  the  enforcement 
of  the  modus  vivendi.  The  schooner-owners  went  indeed  so  far  as  to  propose  and  enter  into  some 
preliminary  negotiations  for  the  transfer  of  the  whole  Canadian  sealing  fleet  to  the  German  or  Italian 
flag. 
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